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QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
What are your plans
for Thanksgiving?

Question and Photos by Yvonne Kemp

KWABENA 
ANTOINE
NIXON:
“I am going home to
Chicago to be with my
family, and I can’t wait
to find a reason to be
thankful.”

LELAH 
HUNTLEY:
“Can’t wait to give
thanks with my family
for another blessed
Holiday to spend time
with them and pray-
ing for families who
have lost loved ones this year. I am so thank-
ful for my daughter Ta’ya Hazelwood.”

ARLISIA
MCHENRY:
I will be cooking and
spending time with
my sisters and par-
ents. A special prayer
will be said for my
daughter who will not
be home for Thanksgiving due to her com-
mitment to Medical School. We pray for you
and all you will do for others one day.

STEED WELCH:
I am going to spend
quality time with my
family. Eat good food
and enjoy some nice
music.

In 1963 responding to the bombing of the
16th Street Church in Birmingham, Ala that
took the lives of four Black girls, Dr. Martin
Luther King called for a “redistribute the
pain” campaign in response to the pain felt
by Black America by withholding Black
dollars with an economic boycott.
In the last two years of his life, Dr. King

again implored Black people to retaliate
against racism and racist institutions by

using the “power of economic withdrawal”
by boycotting Christmas.
At a Milwaukee City Hall news confer-

ence Tuesday, November 11, the local or-
ganizing committee for #JusticeOrElse
resurrected Dr. Kings call by unveiling a
campaign of economic withdrawal—a boy-
cott—starting November 27—“Black Fri-
day”—until after New Years Day.
The Christmas boycott is a response to

police brutality and killings, racist attacks

and economic injustice in Milwaukee and
around the nation.
The coalition is reportedly urging Black

residents to not spend money over the holi-
days unless it will go directly into the Black
community.
“The Black are in pain, the Brown are in

pain, the workers are in pain, so let’s redis-
tribute the pain and not spend one dime to
help the rich make their bottom line (during

Call goes out for economic
boycott of Christmas!

Group’s petition calls
on Governor to oust
Milwaukee County
D.A. Chisholm
Charging that Milwau-
kee County District At-
torney John Chisholm is
guilty of malfeasance,
neglect of duty and offi-
cial misconduct, a group
of county taxpayers on
Thursday filed a petition
asking Gov. Scott Walker
to begin the process of re-
moving the DA from of-
fice.
Interestingly, the citizens are urg-

ing the Republican governor to em-
ploy a rarely used statute to dispose
of the same Democratic district attor-
ney who launched at least two secret
and politically driven John Doe in-
vestigations into Walker.
“Our law in Wisconsin allows you

to remove John Chisholm for cause.
Cause includes malfeasance in office,
neglect of duty or official miscon-
duct. We have provided a dozen
charges for your review,” states the
petition signed by some of
Chisholm’s harshest critics, includ-
ing Craig Stingley, father of Corey
Stingley, the 16-year-old who died
after being restrained by customers in
a West Allis convenience store. 
He had attempted to steal alcoholic

beverages from the retailer. His death
was ruled a homicide by the Milwau-
kee County medical examiner’s of-
fice.
Chisholm could not be reached for comment Thursday. His assistant said

he was in a meeting. Chisholm has not returned dozens of calls from Watch-
dog seeking comment on myriad issues.
Milwaukee community organizer Tory Lowe, also one of the petition sign-

ers, on Thursday afternoon presented the governor’s office with two thick
binders of charges. Simultaneously, city activists rallied at the Martin Luther
statue near downtown Milwaukee. They called for Chisholm’s removal.
Walker was not in his office at the time the petition was delivered. His

spokeswoman did not immediately return an email seeking comment.
A small crowd of about 30 protesters, mostly black residents, turned out

on a blustery, overcast day to make their case against Milwaukee County’s
top prosecutor.
On the front of the speaker’s podium, set up next to the statue of King, was

an illustration of Chisholm behind bars. The same image could be found on
bright orange t-shirts worn by eight members of the crowd.
Sherwin Hughes, one of the organizers, is a progressive talk radio person-

ality in Milwaukee, host of The Forum on WNOV 860 AM. Hughes was
among several speakers at the event calling for Chisholm’s removal.
“A governor can remove a district attorney when their behavior rises to a

certain threshold and we believe that the district attorney’s behavior has risen
to that threshold, by failing to do his job adequately,” Hughes said. “He’s
failed to file charges in several cases when he should have, instead he’s used
John Doe to go after his political rivals, including John Thomas, whose cam-
paign for comptroller was derailed.”
Chisholm brought charges of bribery and misconduct in office against

Thomas, a former Milwaukee County Board supervisor. A jury took just 90

“A governor can
remove a district
attorney when
their behavior
rises to a certain
threshold and we
believe that the
district attorney’s
behavior has risen
to that threshold,
by failing to do his
job adequately...”
--Radio Talk show

host Sherwin Hughes

Article courtesy of Wisconsin Watchdog.com

(continued on page 2)

D.A. Chisholm

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

(continued on page 2)

Nation of Islam representative Student Minister William
Muhammad announces economic boycott of Christmas
at city hall flanked by Craig Stingley (left) and Nate Hamil-
ton (right). Standing behind the three men are community
leaders who support the call to only spend Black dollars
with Black businesses from Nov. 27 to Jan. 2. (Photo by
Yvonne Kemp)

It took two over-
times for the Mil-
waukee Bucks to
beat the Cleveland
Cavaliers recently at
the Bradley Center.
Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo (pictured far
left and far right
being defended by
LaBron James) and
John Henson (pic-
tured center) con-
tributed to the team
when with their stel-
lar play. (Photos by
Bill Tennessen)

Bucks defeat LeBron James and Cavaliers in double overtime!

Lamarr Franklin, the co-
owner of Garfield 502, re-
cently received the James
Howard Baker Award dur-
ing the 26th annual dinner
and celebration of the
award recently at the Four
Points Sheraton Milwau-
kee North in Brown Deer.
Franklin is pictured at left
with (left to right): Dr.
Pamela Malone, chairper-
son of the CBC, Franklin’s
wife Linda, State Sen.
Lena Taylor (who pre-
sented a proclamation to
Franklin during the event;
and Shandra Staples,
Baker Award committee
chairperson. The keynote
speaker for the dinner
was Will Allen (pictured
below at left addressing
the audience), the founder
and CEO of Growing
Power, Inc. (Photo by
Yvonne Kemp)

Businessman,
civic leader

Lamarr Franklin
given the James
Baker Award by

Community
Brainstorming

Conference

The African American Chamber of Commerce of Wisconsin (AACCW) held its Women in Business Luncheon Series: “Connecting Education to Business and Entrepreneurship” recently at the Milwaukee Yacht Club.
Nearly 125 community and business leaders gathered to hear an engaging conversation with a panel of dynamic leaders in business and education. Pictured above are (seated) left to right: ReDonna Rodgers
(luncheon’s keynote speaker), Paula Penebaker, Dr. Joan Prince, Dr. Vicki Martin, and Dr. Darienne Driver, Sup. of MPS. Standing from left to right: State Rep. David Bowen, Sandy Wysocki, State Sen. Nikiya
Harris Dodd, Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch, Dr. Eve M. Hall (President of the AACCW), Shirley McFarlane, Wanda Montgomery, State Sen. Lena Taylor, Avery Goodrich, and Nick Treder. (Photo by Yvonne Kemp)

AACCW lunceon connects education to businessAACCW lunceon connects education to business
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minutes to find Thomas not guilty.
Thomas also signed the petition.
Lowe told Wisconsin Watchdog he

is among many Milwaukee citizens
from all backgrounds — black,
white, liberal, conservative — who
are fed up with the way Chisholm has
handled prosecutions in Milwaukee
County.
Lowe called Chisholm a “rene-

gade” prosecutor, a “cowboy,” who
has placed politics above justice.
“He decides not to charge police

officers for what the people feel is
misconduct. 
“He looks the other way on some

of the toughest issues in the city,”
Lowe said, referring to the Dontre
Hamilton case. 
Chisholm announced late last year

he would not bring charges against
Milwaukee Police officer Christo-
pher Manney, who shot Hamilton to
death in April 2014 after Hamilton
attacked him in the city’s Red Arrow
Park. 
Chisholm’s decision infuriated

many members of the black commu-
nity, who were further angered when
the U.S. Justice Department of Jus-
tice’s announcement this week an-
nounced it will not pursue charges
against the police officer.
Chisholm also decided not to file

charges against the three customers
who restrained Corey Stingley.
And the Democrat led a multi-year

secret probe into Wisconsin conser-
vatives, including Walker’s cam-
paign. 
The second phase of that investi-

gation has been declared unconstitu-
tional by the state Supreme Court,
which ordered the dragnet shut
down.
The petition alleges Chisholm en-

gaged in the politicization of the dis-
trict attorney’s office in pushing a
John Doe investigation into Walker’s
former aides and associates when
Walker was Milwaukee County ex-
ecutive. 
Chisholm continued to politicize

the office during the expanded John

Doe into Walker’s gubernatorial
campaign and 29 conservative organ-
izations on widely debunked asser-
tions of illegal coordination, the
petition asserts.
Conservatives have sought, with-

out success, an investigation into
what an increasing body of evidence
suggests was a politically driven in-
vestigation.
The petition is politically trou-

bling, at least the optics are, for a
governor who has mostly remained
silent about the partisan DA who tar-
geted his campaign.
But the state statute on the removal

process states the governor must act.
He may turn over the investigation to
a commissioner or another agent, as
Walker’s predecessors have done in
the successful removal of district at-
torneys.
The commissioner conducting the

investigation, much like John Doe in-
vestigators, would be authorized to
administer oaths and to issue subpoe-
nas compelling witnesses to testify or
produce evidence. 
No person may be excused from

testifying under the removal law by
reason that doing so may incriminate
the witness, although witnesses
would not be prosecuted for their tes-
timony, with the exception of perjury.
“Presumably, the grant to immu-

nity would extend to individuals cur-
rently under threat of prosecution for
violating the John Doe proceeding
secrecy orders,” the petition states.
Misconduct charges against

Chisholm also include what the peti-
tioners’ believe was the Milwaukee
DA’s office’s failure to prosecute po-
lice engaged in illegal strip searches

dating back years before the story be-
came public.
The petitioners allege Chisholm

was negligent in his duties as he
pursed costly political investigations
at the expense of dealing with a wave
of homicides. Milwaukee’s homicide
rate has soared nearly 80 percent
from the previous year.
“Years of focusing major resources

on political investigations has finally
taken its toll on our community,” the
petitioners assert. “District Attorney
Chisholm’s preoccupation with failed
investigations and prosecutions of
political actions has allowed the
criminal element to prosper.”
Gov. Jim Doyle, a Democrat, initi-

ated the process to remove Calumet
County DA Ken Kratz from office
after Kratz was embroiled in a sexual
harassment scandal. Kratz eventually
resigned.
Kratz sent a victim in a domestic

violence case he was prosecuting un-
wanted sexually suggestive text mes-
sages.
Sam Hagedorn is a lifelong resi-

dent of Milwaukee and father of
Brian Hagedorn, Walker’s former
chief legal counsel whom the gover-
nor recently appointed to the Wiscon-
sin appeals court. The elder
Hagedorn attended Thursday’s rally.
“This issue of John Chisolm af-

fects everybody. I’m a conservative
and I wanted to support holding him
to the high standard we should hold
him up to,” Sam Hagedorn said.
Lowe, who stresses he is no fan of

Walker, said he is hopeful the gover-
nor will bring justice to Milwaukee
County.
The petition states the same.
“We are asking for this action in

order to return the Milwaukee
County District Attorney’s office to
its rightful role. 
John Chisholm has steered the of-

fice so far off course that law en-
forcement has taken a backseat to his
political agendas.”
Cross-posted at Wisconsin

Watchdog. 

Petition calls for Governor 
to oust D.A. Chisholm
(continued from page 1) “He looks the

other way on
some of the
toughest issues
in the city...”

--Community organizer Tory
Lowe talking about Chishom

the holiday season),” said Nation of Islam representative
Student Min. William Muhammad.
The boycott is a part of the national “Justice or Else”

movement, announced at the 20th anniversary commem-
oration of the Million Man March, and also echoes back
to 1967 when Milwaukee’s Black community withdrew
their support of White businesses for fair housing and
economic justice.
“No justice, no shopping,” said Muhammad. “Up with

Jesus, down with shopping! Redistribute the pain.”
Muhammad was one of several individuals who spoke

during the news conference in the city hall atrium, sur-
rounded by a coalition of community leaders, including
Craig Stingley (father of Corey Stingley, who died at the
hands of four individuals in a West Allis convenience
store after he was trying to return items he was going to
shoplift) and Nate Hamilton, brother of Dontre Hamilton
(who was fatally shot by then Milwaukee Police Officer
Christopher Manney. 
In both instances charges were not brought against the

four men in the Stingley incident or Manney for shooting
Hamilton (14 times) by Milwaukee County D.A. John
Chisholm, though Manney was fired by Milwaukee Po-
lice Chief Edward Flynn for failure to follow police pro-
tocols.
Both Stingley and Hamilton expressed support for the

boycott. Stingley said the boycott was the first step in

withdrawing Black support for a system, he said, “doesn’t
support us.”
Saying she was proud of her community for doing the

boycott, Dr. Patricia McManus of the Black Health Coali-
tion of Wisconsin, reportedly said the boycott hit’s white
retail businesses in the pocketbook—or at least will give
them a wake-up call.—Sources used for this article:
fox6now.com, #justice or Else Coalition

Christmas Boycott
(continued on page 1)

Craig Stingley, father of Corey Stingley holds poster
with picture of his son at the news conference calling
for economic boycott of Christmas. 
(Photo by Yvonne Kemp)
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
fully acknowledge
having an ulterior
motive when I
wear one of my
“Vietnam veteran”
ball caps when I
venture into “cer-
tain” communities
outside the central

city. And patriotism is
generally not the primary
reason, other than on Vet-
eran’s Day.
Until my “marriage” to the

VA hospital last year, I would
generally only wear one of my
ball caps as a cushion against
racial profiling. Sometimes I
wear it to prick the conscience
of those who benefit from my
and other veterans’ service.
And to be honest, I would be re-

miss not to acknowledge that I
learned to appreciate the brownie
points we Vietnam vets received
over the last decade primarily be-
cause of the sacrifices of veterans
who have served since 9/11.
If those overlapping perks sound

a little confusing to you, let me clar-
ify.
My cane, walker and gray hair

give me an advantage over most

Black folks when I travel through
suburbs with reputations for racial
profiling, by police, store clerks and
prejudiced or unjustifiably fearful
White folks.
My gray implies I’m older and

thus more responsible or less crimi-
nally inclined (in case you haven’t
heard, all Black males—including
seven foot tall millionaire basketball
players, Black boys over three, and
teenagers who sing in the choir but
forgot their belts on a particular
day—are guilty until proven inno-
cent.
The cane and/or walker garner

some sympathy, particularly since
just about everyone, if they live long
enough, will find themselves with a
handicap sticker hanging from their
car mirror.
As teenagers and young adults, we

may think ourselves immortal, but
as age creeps up on you, you soon
realize why there are no atheists in
foxholes.
The Vietnam Veteran cap is icing

on the cake.
In fact, it places me among the se-

lect survivors who risked our lives
for American principles we, as
Black Americans, were not allowed
to benefit from ourselves.
As Muhammad Ali said after re-

fusing to be drafted (a year or so
after he was declared unfit for mili-
tary service, a determination that
was reversed as soon as he became
a member of the Nation of Islam):
“Ain’t no Vietnamese ever called me
a nigger.”
Moreover, unlike the thousands of

veterans who honorably served in
the various Gulf war campaigns—
from the Crusades to Afghanistan—
Vietnam veterans didn’t return home
to a hero’s welcome or discounts
from restaurants and reduced price
Cheerios. Instead, protestors waited
for us at the airport, spat on us and
called us baby killers.
Ironically, while I was initially

disgusted at the reception, I eventu-
ally came to realize that one of the
rights we fought for was their right
to protest.
The Vietnam War was supposedly

fought to stop the spread of commu-
nism and to provide one side in that
civil war the opportunity to live
under a democratic form of govern-
ment where everyone is supposedly
treated equally under the law, and in-
dividual rights and opportunities
were the rule and not the exception.
I explained as much to a class at

Kettle Moraine Lutheran School a
couple of weeks ago. My brother-in-
law and I were invited to discuss the
Vietnam War with a senior history
class. 
Much of what we told them came

from first hand observations, and
was different than what they may
have read or seen on television.
I’m sure we burst a few bubbles,

particularly to those who viewed all
veterans as heroes and military serv-
ice as a responsibility of good citi-
zenship.
Some were surprised to learn that

most of those who served during the
Vietnam era were, in fact, drafted
and that the war was ultimately
ended in part because of worldwide
protests.
(Incidentally, similar protests of

another civil war—100 years ear-
lier—ended with the murder of
dozens of Black “citizens” in New
York. 
Those protests were also staged

by Whites who refused to be drafted,
most refused to fight in a civil war
over slavery. 
To illuminate their position, mobs

filled the streets in violent protests
that included lynching every Black
person they happened across.)
Our lecture before the students

was fulfilling for two reasons: I was
impressed by several posters in the
classroom that denounced the evils
of slavery and applauded Black he-
roes like Frederick Douglass. 
Apparently, the students in this

suburban community in Jackson
were more appreciative, and better
educated about Black History than
Milwaukee Black students.
Secondly, after the class several

students stayed around to talk with
Rev. Clarence Thomas and I about
Vietnam and the world we came
back to. 
They also provided each of us

with a card thanking us for our serv-
ice. It was signed by all of the stu-
dents, most of who commented on
our lecture.
The thanks those students offered

were similar to what I hear repeat-
edly when I’m in predominately
White areas (or shopping centers)
from strangers.
On Halloween, a young White kid

of nine or 10 noticed my cap and
saluted me as he too proclaimed,
“thank you for your service.”
I assume he was thanking me for

being a vet and not necessarily be-
cause of my tour of Vietnam, which
he probably knew very little about.
I sincerely, and graciously, ac-

knowledged his comments, even
while I was taken aback by his kind
words. 
Outside of the VA, I can’t remem-

ber a Black adult, much less a child,
ever commending me for my serv-
ice.
I don’t know if that’s a cultural

thing, or maybe because Black
America’s historic distrust of gov-
ernment institutions. It’s no secret
that during the draft, the majority of
soldiers were poor and minority. The
rich, including George Bush,
avoided the draft.
Despite that fact, for many of us,

the military offered a chance to learn
a trade, and after service to attend
college with the GI bill.
I don’t regret my military service,

and will tell all who will listen, that
it allowed, or forced me to mature,
see the world and experience things
I would probably not have other-
wise.
The military was a microcosm of

America, and I confronted racism
and bigotry in the military that al-
tered my worldview and fueled my
incentive to enlist in the civil rights
army. But here too, those experi-
ences helped make me the conscien-
tious person I am today.
Which takes me to another reason

for wearing the cap when venturing
into predominantly White areas.
Maybe in a small, almost insignif-

icant way, I’m helping to bridge the
racial divide, providing White folks,
many of who’s opinions of Black
folks is limited to biased media im-
ages of Black on Black crime, dys-
functional Black families and
children with names they can’t pro-
nounce.
We’re invisible people, until they

need someone to stand between
them and terrorism. We’re assorted
stereotypes until a courageous, un-
wavering force and an immovable
object is needed to block the path of
a dictator. And we’re the ones they
grasp their purses around, or cross
the streets until they need a sacrifice
for democracy, strength and deter-
mination against oppression.
A small percentage of Black

Americans are criminals. A far larger
percentage have put their lives on
the line to protect the freedoms that
Americans enjoy.
We are the descendants of Crispus

Attucks, the first “American” to die
in the Revolutionary War; the great,
great grandchildren of the Buffalo
Soldiers who protected the settlers
who opened the west, and the grand-
children of the Tuskegee airmen
who protected the bombers that
helped end WWII.
We are, in many respects, more

American than most. Deserving of
opportunities ignored despite our
sacrifices. Give us our due, and
imagine where we would be if
America lived up to the promises we
fought for.
Hotep.

Brothers and sisters, we will never
be able to hold America accountable
for the unbelievable wrongs that they
have done to our ancestors and what
the current American institutions are
currently doing to Black people. These
injustices are orchestrated through a
system of policies and standards that
absolutely restrict and inhibit our full
participation to live out the American
Dream. 
This phenomenon, while masked, is

intentional and works perfectly be-
cause America has disconnected us
from our history and our past so as to
negate White America’s nearly insur-
mountable advantage achieved
through the enslavement of our Black
people. For more than 300 years of
slavery and nearly 100 years of overt
racial discrimination via Jim Crow, our
people have endured structural and in-
stitutional racism and discrimination.  
Where you start matters, especially

in the economic race. Given that we

live in a capitalistic society where
money rules, we must never forget this
fact so as to continue to fight for repa-
rations.  America owes a significant
debt to Black people and this could
represent nearly $20 trillion (repre-
sented by the current wealth gap).
Nearly all 80 percent of the nation’s
$110 Trillion is inherited and literally
no Black people inherited capital after
slavery and since only a very few have
amassed capital. This is the real fight
– the fight for capital. In addition to the
real disadvantage that this presents, the
structural discrimination exacerbates
our problems to the tenth power and
makes “moving the needle” extremely
difficult, if not impossible.  
Why are we in such a state of de-

spair?  Because we have allowed the
undermining of every Black self-deter-
mination movement in America, in-
cluding the great Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King.  King has been relegated
to a pacifist but nothing could be fur-

ther from the truth.  Dr. King was a
giant freedom fighter for the Black
community.  Dr. King was about secur-
ing economic freedom for the Black
community which is an absolute re-
quirement for self-determination.  Dr.
King criticized those who thought the
pathway to our success could only in-
volve obtaining political office or lim-
ited integration.  King was very clear
that our self-determination must in-
clude access to capital, and that the
fight was equally about economic
power as it was about political and
civil power. In fact, Dr. King’s final
speech involved orchestrating an eco-
nomic boycott against Coca-Cola and
Wonder Bread “redistributing the
pain” (redistribute the economic pain).  
In addition to the undermining and

changing of the narrative of our free-
dom fighters, we have allowed the
media, education institutions, and now
public opinion to promote and advo-
cate the “false” perception that Amer-
ica has successfully eradicated racism.
Because this false narrative has been
so carefully crafted and marketed, both
White and Black generations to come
will conclude that Blacks are the cause
of their devastation. 
This false narrative of blaming the

victim is the most lethal form of White
supremacy and Black inferiority.
Think about it. If we erase or revise
our history to believe that everything
is equal and there is an “even” playing
field, how do we account for the car-
nage in the Black community?  One
must deduce that if the Black group
isn’t advancing in this free market,
they must bear the blame and, in effect,
they are inferior, never taking into ac-
count capital disadvantage, the de-
plorable education struggle that
continues today, and the latest, newest
and most diabolical trick to silence
Black people – the mass incarceration
of Black men.  
Black men, who are targeted by

America, represent approximately 4
percent of the nation’s population but
make up nearly 55 percent of the
prison population. These percentages
are equivalent to the numbers of fatal-
ities that result from the world’s most
devastating earthquakes. The mass in-
carceration helps to support and sus-
tain a climate and culture within law
enforcement, courts, and the penal sys-
tems that absolutely devalues Black
life.  
The portrayal of Black men as ani-

mals and criminals fuels the racist jus-
tification for an oppressive criminal
justice system, with the word justice an
oxymoron.  
Notably, when we consider that the

majority of imprisoned Black men are
not violent offenders but trapped in an
unequal and unfair system involving
drugs offenses, we shudder at the pro-
found injustices inflicted upon Black
men.
We can’t say that Black lives matter

today and not take into account the ab-
solute regard for the lives of our ances-
tors. We must say that Black lives

matter now and in the past even though
we know that as evidenced by our his-
tory in this country. For nearly 400
years Black lives absolutely didn’t
matter in this country.  So how do we
make Black Lives Matter?  We ac-
knowledge that our lives matter by tak-
ing on the mantle of defending and
honoring our ancestors and by actively
improving the way we live for our
children and ourselves.  There is no
statue, memorial, or grave for the tens
of millions of Blacks that lived and
died as slaves; there is no cultural rit-
ual, no holiday in remembrance, noth-
ing that speaks to this group as victims,
so our job is to defend our ancestors.
In defending them, we are legitimizing
that all Black lives matter then, now,
and in the future.  
If Black lives are to matter today

and in the future, we must honor and
defend our ancestors; we must avenge
our ancestors by fighting for payment
(reparations).  We must fight for their
human dignity and the restoration of
their honor that so many lived and died
in the most horrible of fashion.  We
will never be respected until we start
our fight by going back; we can’t
move forward until we go back.  Black
people benefit from this approach.
America is in denial and this chapter
represents an open wound that is
cloaked in selective amnesia and dis-
guised as racial progress.  America will
never achieve its full greatness until
the issues of the Black community are
dealt with in a just manner.  
Not only must America acknowl-

edge its complete role in the tragedy of
slavery, but it must also own up to the
multiple ways in which it continues to
benefit and procure wealth, i.e., the
legacy of slavery and White su-
premacy.  
Our problem today, especially with

many of our young people who are at
the core of the Black Lives Matter
struggle is that they don’t really know
the enemy that they are fighting.
Many of our youth think they under-
stand the magnitude of the situation we
are in but they really don’t, and it is
practical to understand that they
wouldn’t. 
Some of our young activists believe

that our elders had it easier than they
have and because of this they should
have done more.  The truth of the mat-
ter is that each generation of Black
people had its own unique set of chal-
lenges.  This generation of young peo-
ple have had to endure the constant
de-feminization of our women where
our women are encouraged to be tough
and hard and the emasculation of our
men where our men are unable to truly
provide and protect our women.  
The plea of Black lives matter is, I

believe, a plea to stop the oppression
of Black people, not just the killing of
unharmed Black men but to stop all the
oppression that our young people see
and feel every day (i.e. no jobs and no
careers, deplorable schools and neigh-
borhoods, Black on Black crime, etc.).
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Giving Veterans their
well-deserved due

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
Mikel Kwaku Osi Holt

Message to the Community:
Black Lives Will Only Matter
When the Black Vote Matters 

I

(continued on page 4)

“When I talk about freeing the African
mind I mean freeing it from self-hate,
self-doubt, fear of success, fear of de-
feat and an overwhelming lack of
knowledge of self.”--Runoko Rashdi, noted scholar,
historian, author, lecturer. He’s often referred to as the

“Pharaoh of Black History.” 

Runoko Rashdi

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
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Quality Service...
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sincere concern at your time of need.
Offering pre-need, at need and
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other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

J.C. Frazier, Funeral DirectorEarnestine O’Bee-Founder

Black Lives Matter seeks to achieve
equal rights and opportunity like all
other Americans. What the movement
really seeks is Freedom, Justice and
Equality. This is the struggle that
Blacks have waged since we were cap-
tured and forcibly put into slavery.  So
I’m thankful that Black Lives Matter
movement erupted although I’m not
thrilled with the context. Nonetheless,
it is absolutely imperative that the
movement is rekindled.  

Unfortunately, Black lives will
never matter, nor will the movement
be successful, until as a collective, we
begin to organize around this principle.
Not only does this stance require an
“action” but it will also require that
Black people begin to hold ourselves
accountable. 
men, and our rich against our poor.  
The movement is a long-term

proposition, and the issues that affect
the Black community will not dissolve
overnight.  
The Black community must come to

understand that we will not change im-
mediately what has taken hundreds of
years to institutionalize. It is going to
take generation after generation to
make a dent on our issues, and we
can’t keep starting over like we have
been prone to do.  
The movement is a marathon and

not a sprint and will require a major
behavior and paradigm change.  Our
community is excellent when it comes
to the short term (100 yard dash)
meaning that we have very little stay-
ing power. 
We can muster up some opposition

but not for too long (our opposition
will just wait us out).  We can march
and rally but what happens afterwards?
Real change will happen when we
combine our activism with both polit-

ical and legal measures (i.e. lawsuits).  
It's time for us to “put up” or “shut

up.”  I've listened to every revolution-
ary speech and most ring hollow when
it comes to more than just activism.
There is no plan except to “act up.”
When it’s all said and done, this isn’t
about some emotional acknowledge-
ment of Black lives matter, but a trans-
fer of resources. 
Summarily, if Black people are to

benefit from these resources outside of
entitlements (i.e. welfare, etc.), we will
need to engage the business commu-
nity.  
In addition, we will need to chal-

lenge each sector through the court
system to get the results that we de-
mand. We will also need to amend,
abolish or create new laws to support
our agenda.  It is the combination of
these actions, strategies and activism
that will create real and sustained
change.  
To that end, I and a few others have

begun the process of doing something
about Black Lives Matter by develop-

ing political tools that will help us de-
liver on Black Votes Matter – our
power, our future.  On November 17,
we will launch this comprehensive ef-
fort which also include the Milwaukee
Community of Leaders (MCOL)
which will focus on aggregating our
community’s capacity and developing

the agenda for the Black community.
MCOL will present this agenda to
every elected official and will seek to
get them to support our agenda which
we will hold them accountable to do.
Because we are so out-manned, out-re-
sourced, and in many cases out-
smarted, we must organize or we

perish. Our progress will only come
through organization.  Universally Speaking

(continued from page 3) The religion
page will return

next week.

Cantrell, Mary
Age 101 yrs. November 15,
2015. Funeral services will be
held on Friday, November 20,
2015 at 11AM at Christian Faith
Fellowship Church 8605 W.
Goodhope Rd. Visitation Friday
10AM at the CHURCH until time
of services. The family is
served by:

Northwest Funeral Chapel
O'Bee, Ford & Frazier
6630 W. Hampton Ave.
(414)462-6020

Johnson, Elnora 
Age 52 yrs. November 14, 2015.
Funeral services will be held
Monday, November 23, 2015 at
1PM. Visitation Monday 12
Noon until time of services at:

Northwest Funeral Chapel
O'Bee, Ford & Frazier
6630 W. Hampton Ave.
(414)462-6020

“In my Father’s house are
many room. If it were not
so, would I have told you
that I go to prepare a
place for you?--John 14:2



The Milwaukee Community Journal November 18, 2015 Page 4 The Milwaukee Community Journal November 18, 2015 Page 5

KALEIDOSCOPEKALEIDOSCOPEt h e  M C J  l i f e s t y l e  &  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  s e c t i o n

“LET’S BE BLUNT” ANTI-
MARIJUANA INITIATIVE KICK-OFFS
Campaign Aims to Prevent Youth Marijuana Use and Addiction
“Let’s Be Blunt” a youth anti-marijuana campaign officially kicks off on November

16, 2015.  The campaign—which relies heavily on using social media platforms—in-
cludes messages and images aimed at deterring youth from smoking marijuana.
The “Let’s Be Blunt” anti-marijuana campaign targets youth living in Greater Mil-

waukee, between the ages of 12-17, that may be current marijuana users or have
friends and/or family members who are users.  Research shows that youth typically
start experimenting with drugs such as marijuana around the ages of 12-13, so using
social media is the one of the most effective vehicles to reach them.
“We know that marijuana can be an ‘entryway’ for other drug use, so the goal of

this anti-marijuana  campaign is to bring attention to the negative effects and conse-
quences of using marijuana, early on,” said Kari Lerch, Deputy Director, Community
Advocates-Public Policy Institute, the fiscal agent for the coalition  that is spearhead-
ing the campaign.
Each week during the 30-day anti-marijuana campaign, social media (Instagram,

Facebook) will focus on images and messages that convey the following:
• Make the Right Choice (Making choices about school, friends, relationships,

sports and music.)
• Be True to You (Right decisions can’t be made when under the influence of mar-

ijuana.)
•Don’t Even Go There (Highlighting unique messages that focus on the fact that

marijuana is often an ‘entryway’ drug and illegal in Wisconsin.)
• Be Better (Being the best you, which isn’t possible if you use marijuana.)
Campaign messages and images were developed as part of a mixed media contest

that concluded in the summer.  Youth were encouraged to submit ideas about the most
effective ways to reach their peers and messaging that would resonate with the target
audience.  Images will also be displayed on Milwaukee County buses.
Visit www.letsbebluntmke.org for more information.

UP WITH
JESUS AND
DOWN
WITH
SANTA
By Dwayne X
MILWAUKEE—The National

Spokesperson of the Honorable Min-
ister Louis Farrakhan spoke to over
150 people at the Wisconsin African
American Women’s Center on No-
vember 7th to appeal to the audience
to “selective buying” and bring back
Christ Jesus into the celebration of
Christmas instead of  the commer-
cialization of Santa Claus, that is pro-
moted by rich white merchants.
Student Minister Dr. Ava Muham-

mad of the Nation of Islam is touring
the United States to continue a move-
ment, that was reintroduced by Min-
ister Farrakhan in his address during
the 20th anniversary of Million Man
March (MMM) in Washington, D.C.  

The “Justice or Else…” tour
started this spring and gathered on
the National Mall on October 10th
which brought attention to the sense-
less killings of Blacks at the hands of
police (i.e., Sandra Bland, Tamir
Rice, Dontre Hamilton, Michael
Brown, etc).
The address was viewed by 1.5 bil-

lion people around the world via we-
bcast and seen in 400 cities and 
90 countries.  It was estimated that

1.5 million people were on the mall
on a beautiful and sunny day in the
nation’s capitol.   Dr. Muhammd, a
lawyer, quoted Adam Clayton Powell
who said:  “Christmas and Santa
Claus is the white man’s product and
has nothing to do with Jesus.”
“Back in 1963, Christmas was the

activity of a child, but we’re being
slaughtered out here.  We don’t  have
jobs.  Public schools have closed and
libraries,” Dr. Muhammad said.  She
recalled how the Rev. Dr.  Martin
Luther King’s used the economic
withdrawal as a “sacrificial Christ-
mas” after the bombing of    four lit-
tle Black girls in Birmingham,
Alabama during Sunday school in
church.  Dr. King wanted to  “redis-
tribute the pain” and force white
businesses to close.  
James Baldwin and Louis Lomax

and other Black writers coined the
expression “sacrificial Christmas”
while working with Dr. King to mo-
bilize and organize a mass movement
of “selective buying.”  Dr. Ava
Muhammad said the boycott in 1968
led to the direct result of the assassi-
nation of Dr. King.  Dr. King gave in-
structions on April 3rd in Memphis

calling for economic withdrawal
from white owned businesses, that
never treated Blacks with respect and
dignity.  The next day on April 4th he
was shot at the Lorraine Motel in
Memphis. 
Dr. Muhammad  informed the lis-

tening audience about the first Black
Christmas boycott organized by
Medgar Evers in 1964 in Jackson,
Mississippi.  The boycott was 100
percent successful.  No Blacks used
decorations or lights around their
homes.    Mayor Allen C. Thompson
of Jackson offered Blacks $675.00 as
a prize, if Blacks were to shop in the
white shopping district.  Mr. Thomp-
son said Blacks 
would be given police protection,

if they shopped on Capitol Street.
The mayor begged Blacks to come   
out and shop.  Blacks refused the

money and the prize which would
have gone to the family with the
most decorated and lit up home.  Jet
magazine in 1964 reported from the
widow (Myrlie) of Medgar  Evers
that “it was truly” a Black Christmas.
Mrs. Myrlie Evers-Williams said the
boycott brought a “renewed spirit” to
the community.
Dr. Muhammad pointed out that

business was so slow in Jackson that
the Christmas parade was cancelled.
As a result of Black Christmas,
Blacks had a new sense of determi-
nation.  The “selective buying” cam-
paign continued until the residents
received human dignity.
Medgar Evers was assassinated

after the boycott by Byron De La
Beckwith of the White Citizens’
Council (and later of the Ku Klux

Klan) in his own driveway after two
years of mobilizing against white
retailers beginning in 1962.  The

spending power of Blacks in 1963
was $23.5 billion dollars, which at
the time was the sales potential of

Canada.
Dr. Muhammad stressed that

whites don’t patronize Black busi-
nesses.  Small Black businesses in 
America makeup 0.6 percent or

$72,000 dollars in America while the
average small white business in the
United States total $1 million dollars
annually. 
“The United States retail industry

generates over $3 trillion dollars dur-
ing the holidays in 2015 [projection]
which equates to about 19 percent of
the retail industry during the year,”
Dr. Muhammad  explained.
In closing, in November of 1967,

the Milwaukee NAACP Youth Coun-
cil decided to call a “Black Christ-
mas.”  It was successful.  Even
though all of the neighborhoods
weren’t aware of the boycott, many
sections were.  Black Milwaukeeans
were fed up with unfair open housing
and mistreatment by whites.  The
boycott focused solely on downtown
Milwaukee and their refusal to offer
employment,  respect and human
dignity.

SISTERSISTER
SPEAK...SPEAK...
SPEAKSPEAK
LORD!LORD!
ROLL
WITH IT!
It Is What It Is!
That unexpected curve that life
threw you…
The money  you know you have
for the bill but still you don’t want
to pay it…
The colleague at
work that threw
you under the
bus…
The phone call
that never
came…
The absentee father…
The drug addicted mother…
The child that has his own de-
spite the sins of the parents…
The loss of losing someone you
love…
The sad reality,  that some peo-
ple you just can’t reach…
The pressure you had no clue
you were putting on another…
The pressure that another had
no clue they were putting on
you…
The fact of the matter is we con-
trol nothing and cannot change
what is…If you have been using
God as your co-pilot, then you
obviously need to switch seats.
Sonya Bowman
“It Is What It Is”

Cyclical
When the sun refuses to shine…
it’s just a test.
When the stars are nowhere to
be found…it’s just a test.
When your heart out weighs
your soul…it’s
just a test.
When the world
is revolving with-
out you…it’s just
a test.
When the war
was declared, but you had no
say…it’s just a test.
When your cries are empty…it’s
just a test.
When the same song keeps re-
playing over and over…it’s just a
test.
When your knees are raw from
carpet burns…remember, it’s
only a test.
Learn the lesson – complete the
test!
Zelda Corona
VISION REPRESENTS FAITH!

Dr. Ava Muhammad, spokesperson
for the Hon. Minister Louis Far-
rakhan spoke to a near capacity
crowd about the “selective buying”
initiative by the organization and
putting Jesus back into Christmas
at the Wisconsin African American
Women’s Center recently. (Photo
courtesy of the Nation of Islam)
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YY&&EEY O U T H & E D U C A T I O N
High school students planning on continuing their ed-

ucation following graduation from high school are well
aware that if they plan to attend a college or university,
the results of their ACT test strongly impact a school’s
decision whether or not to grant admission. 
The Social Development Commission (SDC) is offer-

ing FREE enrollment for ACT Wings Workshops for Mil-
waukee County high school students, grades 9 through
12.
Students participating in the two half-day sessions re-

ceive free instruction and materials, ACT practice exer-
cises in all five test areas (English, mathematics, reading,
science and writing), an ACT preparation book, Personal
Study Plan guidance, strategies and tips for success and
individual follow-up for participants.

The no cost workshops and will be held at the Social
Development Commission, 4041 North Richards Street,
Milwaukee.
ACT Wings Workshops are offered on weekdays and

Saturdays. Weekday sessions take place 4:00 PM – 7:30
PM and Saturday sessions are held from 9:00 AM – 1:00
PM. Workshops in November will occur November 21,
23, 24 and 25. December session will take place Decem-
ber 2, 5, 9, 12 and 16.
Online registration is encouraged at www.cr-sdc.org

under the Education & Training section of the Programs
page. Interested parents and student may also contact
Willie Mae Hill at 414.906.2790.
Funding for the ACT Wings Workshops is provided by

the Youth Services division of the City of Milwaukee.

Social Development commission offers
free ACT workshops for Milwaukee
County High School students

They won a national mobile phone application contest
and on Wednesday, students from Milwaukee Public
Schools' Washington High School of Information Tech-
nology will be showcasing their successful work to
younger MPS students at the school's fall iFair.
The event helps connect middle school students to ca-

reer pathways -- and to programs at Washington High
School of IT. Washington is located at 2525 N. Sherman
Boulevard, Milwaukee 53210.
Along with dozens of local business partners, Wash-

ington IT students Zwannah Khalil, Melissa Vernon and
Charles Wallace will be at the iFair, showing students
the national award-winning bowling app they created.
"WHS Bowling" gives users the chance to aim for spares
and strikes at a virtual bowling alley while they receive
rotating messages.
Experts ranked the MPS students' app among the five

best created by student groups from high schools around
the country that are part of the Lenovo Scholar Network,
a partnership aimed at growing the next generation of
mobile app developers. 
The network then invited the public to vote for their

favorite among the top five.
The Washington students' app won.
"When the emcee called Washington as the winner of

the Fan Favorite Award, we all jumped up from the table
and ran up on stage," Zwannah recalled. "It was one of
the best moments of my life."
Washington was one of the first 10 U.S. high schools

to join the Lenovo Scholar Network and this year, when
another 20 schools were admitted, MPS' North Division
High School was among them. 

Both schools offer students the chance to take multiple
Information Technology classes through a NAF Acad-
emy of Information Technology. NAF - a national net-
work of education, business and community leaders
working to ensure students are college, career and future
ready - sponsors the network along with tech firm
Lenovo and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology's
MediaLab.
"I'm proud of how our students worked together to

complete an application that a national audience en-
joyed," Washington IT educator Scott Kempen said. 
"I'm looking forward to our returning students and

several new students from Washington being ready to
create a new variety of applications next semester for in-
cluding in the Lenovo Scholar Network program."
In addition to the Washington students, iFair event

partners who will be helping students connect to careers
include: ACM, Aurora Health Care, BDPA, Boys and
Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee, the Computer Sci-
ence Teachers Association, Concurrency, Direct Supply,
FIRST, Froedtert Health, the Greater Milwaukee Com-
mittee, Harley-Davidson Motor Company, MMSD,
MPS' TEAM UP College Access Centers, Marcus Hotels
& Resorts, Microsoft, Milwaukee Area Technical Col-
lege, My Life My Plan, NAF, the National Center for
Women and Information Technology , the National Fluid
Power Association, Northwestern Mutual, PDS, Project
Lead the Way, Rockwell Automation, SKC Communi-
cations, SIM Wisconsin, STEM Forward, the University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater and Versifit Technologies.

National award-winning mobile
application developers will
showcase work at iFair

Washington High School Students show off their tech skills at the iFair, held at the
school. (Photo by MPS)

“Chal-
lenges

make you 
discover
things
about

yourself
that you
never 
really
knew.”

--Actress Cicely
Tyson
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Place your classified ad in the largest
Black newspaper in the state of 
Wisconsin...our paper...your paper...
The Milwaukee Community Journal!
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