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Election Watch 2016

CANDIDATE Q&A
his is the third of a four part series in which your Milwaukee Community Journal
asked eight questions to candidates running for city and county wide offices in
predominately Black city and county districts for Common Council and County
Board of Supervisors. The questions pertain to jobs and business creation, edu-
cation, tax reform, public safety, transportation, affirmative action and inclusion
programs, housing and foreclosure, and if government should be involved in the

daily lives of its citizens. As you may have seen in last week’s first installment, several more
prominent political figures declined to respond to our questions. As we’ve indicated for the
lasttwo weeks, our questions were sent to the candidates in November after Thanksgiving--by

the deadline of December 28th. That deadline was extended twice to give all the candidates
we contacted an opportunity to respond. We have one correction to make for this week’s in-
stallment, which focuses on pubic safety and tax reform. In the first installment of this series,
we inadvertantly identified aldermanic candidate David Crowley as running for the second dis-
trict seat. Mr. Crowley is running for the SEVENTH DISTRICT ALDERMANIC SEAT! We’ve
also removed last week John Wallace, who was seeking the ninth district aldermanic seat. At
the time of the publication of the first installment, we learned that Mr. Wallace was disqualified
from running because he did not have the required number of signitures to have his name on
the Feburary 16 primary election ballot. --The Editor.

T
QUESTION FOUR: How involved should government be in the lives of its citizens?

CITY ELECTIONS/MAYOR
Bob Donovan: No Answer given. (Editor’s note): However, Ald. Donovan did offer his views on

a topic we did not ask the candidates to comment on...Poverty:
Milwaukee’s poverty rate continues to rise and today stands at 29%. In some Milwaukee neighbor-

hoods two-thirds of children are living in poverty and the number of people living in poverty condi-
tions in Milwaukee is 174,000—utterly unacceptable. Milwaukee area residents must recognize poverty
as a moral issue and we all have an obligation to work at reducing poverty. 

As mayor I will make reducing Poverty a priority. I will create the Office of Secretary of Urban Af-
fairs. This individual will represent those stuck in poverty and will be my point person do bring to-
gether the right people into my administration’s “Project HOPE (Having Opportunity Provides
Empowerment)” that will work in a multifaceted way to reduce Milwaukee poverty by 10% in 5 years
and 25% in 10 years. “

James Methu: The government should expand, as necessary, to meet the
most critical needs of the people. For example: there are too many guns on the street
and I support a year round gun buyback program for illegal guns, NO QUESTIONS
ASKED. 

Another example I agree with is the notion that “it starts at home.” The importance
of being a good parent is paramount but parents are struggling in Milwaukee. 51% of

head of households are women - that means single parent homes. 

So I will implement life-skills training for parents and children through schools. Also, we will incen-
tivize good parenting. 

Single mothers often bear the weight of raising a child, into adulthood, on meager wages meaning a
large amount of the population in poverty are children. A city of Milwaukee credit will be given to all
households with children who meet behavioral benchmarks in the community and the classroom.

COMMON COUNCIL
David Crowley (Dist. 7): Robust public services are an investment the community makes to ensure a high standard of living for all. As Alder-

man, I will work to ensure that this investment is spent wisely on services and infrastructure the city needs, while at the same time ensuring that pri-
vate businesses have every opportunity to succeed. 

Frank Emanuele (Dist. 9): I believe it should be as far away as possible. I if
elected would like to take the community and turn it into a friend family atmosphere with peo-
ple looking out for each other with the government there to help when needed and lend a
hand when asked. 

But forcing people to do something without even letting them vote on it can do damage the

trust factor. Governments everywhere seems like they want full control but always seems to
screw things up. 

Who can say they like their government not many people, but what I can say is people will
be happy to call me and my office because I will be willing to work with them and not against
them. 

Chevy Johnson (Dist. 2): Government should be involved as necessary, not more than required. It's our responsibility to make sure that every
citizen has an equal opportunity to succeed and become the best person that s/he can be. The return that we get from taxing and spending is a safe,
educated, and prepared population that makes positive contributions to society. 

Chantia Lewis (Dist. 9): Government should have a presence enough to govern in areas where needed, but not in personal everyday lives such
as healthcare or family planning. 

Sherman Morton (Dist. 2): Yes, government should be deeply involved. Every society needs structure, rules and punishments. Without disci-
pline there is no order. Rules have to be in place in a civilized society.  Yet, on the other side. Government has caused some destabilization of homes,
especially in the black community. We can get deeper but again, typing limits are in place. 

Sean Muhammad (Dist.15): Government has the responsibility of making sure that resources are available and opportunities are present so
that the communities can pursue what they desire. 

COUNTY ELECTIONS/COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Chris Larson: I believe that government should play an active role in ensuring a good

quality of life for its residents. I support fully funded transit access, 24 hour mental health serv-
ices, good parks, and wrap around services for Milwaukee Public School students. I also believe
that the county executive should use the powers of this office to create living wage jobs. Hard
working Milwaukee County residents are struggling to make ends meet. Under Chris Abele’s lead-
ership, Milwaukee has been named the worst place for African-Americans to live. We cannot allow

this sad statistic to continue to plague our community. I’m one of the few local elected officials publicly in support of a
$15 minimum wage. As a state senator I have fought Scott Walker to raise the minimum wage. Chris Abele fought liv-
ing wage in Milwaukee County. To top it off, he VETOED the legislation. This has not helped our neighbors who are
struggling to put food on the table for their families. Furthermore, anyone who does business with Milwaukee County
should be accountable for how those dollars are spent. For instance, hiring priority should be given to zip codes that
have the highest levels of unemployment in Milwaukee, especially in 53206.

Joseph Thomas Klein: I think this question should be asked in the reverse, how in-
volved should citizens be in the daily activities of government. The cooperation and input of the
citizens in the operation of government is essential to our democratic republic. The people feel
disaffected and isolated from public officials and from the operation of government. We have

seen of late a tendency for the government to exhibits authoritarian if not totalitarian control
over the segments of the population that has the least influence on government. This tendency
is a disturbing trend and bodes ill for the long-term vitality of our democratic republic. We need
to build bridges and unites against the powers that would divide and conquer us. 

COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Martha R. Collins-De La Rosa (Dist. 18): A fair and open government is necessary for the existence of a civilized society. On a daily basis, res-
idents of Milwaukee County are impacted by elected officials decisions and actions on improving public services such as educating our kids, providing
street repairs/maintenance and ensuring adequate public transportation.

Candidate Q&A Continued on Page Five!
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Sequanna Taylor (Dist. 2): There are areas that government involvement would be significant such as public health, education, affordable hous-
ing, and effective job training just to name a few.   So the government has it place in addressing serious economic and social problems.

Valerie Sauve (Dist. 7): I believe government is the servant of the citizenry as a whole.  Government and elected officials take on a role of lead-
ing and managing the laws, safety and social programs for the benefit of the community; in this case Milwaukee County. With that office, comes the
responsibility to initiate actions for the common good of all the citizens and to be responsive to those who elected them.

QUESTION FOUR: What is your position on transportation?
CITY ELECTIONS/MAYOR

Bob Donovan: If I can stop the downtown streetcar loop, I most certainly will. At $50 million a mile to construct, the streetcar costs 7 times the cost of a BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) line. The bottom line is Mil-
waukee's resources are precious and limited--we should not be wasting millions and perhaps billions on a streetcar system when we have other important needs that need to be addressed. We must do a better job
of connecting our residents to Jobs—this must be our focus when it comes to transportation, not unnecessary and wasteful streetcars for the downtown crowd to hop on to head to lunch. 

James Methu: The streetcar trolley should have never made it to this stage but if it does happen, we
should allow Milwaukee County Transit to conduct operations. This will bring more life-sustaining jobs to the city and
begin what could be a great relationship. We can expand the trolley over time to incorporate a light rail system that
flows through Milwaukee and surrounding areas creating the connected culture we need. We can collaborate with the
county to create a dedicated funding source to create stability in our transit system.

I will focus on more routes that flow towards the jobs in the metro Milwaukee area and beyond with our current city
buses. I will work with county leadership and the community to prioritize routes needed. In the short term we can cre-
ate a car-pool service that operates like Uber. It will be sponsored locally by the increased speeding fine/traffic viola-
tion fees (and maybe federally) and it will transport Milwaukeeans to the jobs that are outside our city. The city will
incorporate more technology to empower the rider and community while closing Milwaukee’s technology gap.

COMMON COUNCIL
David Crowley (Dist. 7): If Milwaukee is going to invest in the streetcar, we must ensure that everyone has access to this taxpayer-funded service. The streetcar should be ex-

panded to urban neighborhoods to connect them to employment opportunities downtown. I also support exploring creating Milwaukee’s own Regional Transit Authority, in order to be
more responsive to our city’s transportation needs. 

Frank Emanuele, Jr. (Dist. 9): We need our transportation safer for the citi-
zens that use it. Our county needs to get a grip on what’s going on and fix their internal is-
sues so they can concentrate on the real issues at hand. 

And that’s making sure people are getting transportation on the bus line that they need

and it’s there on time without paying a high price. 
I will not lie, I don’t know too much about the transit system to go into deep detail what

should change since it is run by the county But I will tell you I will be doing my research
and finding problems within the system.

Chevy Johnson (Dist. 2): There are family supporting career opportunities available in suburban counties. I'd like comprehensive transportation including regional transit options that gets people
who need jobs in Milwaukee to employers in need of a larger talent pool in suburban communities. Also, we should improve connectivity in Milwaukee by encouraging multi-modal transit.

Sherman Morton (Dist. 2): Real quick and simple, our city transportation deals with The County Transit system. That is strictly the county. Now, can we
begin to talk about light rail, and high speed rail... yes, but only after we figure out some other issues within our city. 

Sean Muhammad (Dist. 15): Milwaukee's transportation has to modernize. With advancements made in rail and train service, it is definitely warranted that Milwaukee explore options in upgrading
public transportation. With a feasibility study involving 12 similar cities, both with and without a rail service or trolley system we can better plan our great cities future and be poised to meet its needs. Improving
the city’s transportation network will make us more attractive to industry, benefit our great communities, potentially reduce emissions and reduce traffic congestion.

Chantia Lewis (Dist. 9): Transportation is a huge issue that needs to be addressed. On a city level I will work with the county supervisor to reinstate the reduced bus lines that have cause a great con-
cern and inconvenience for our district. I will also work to ensure that the street car expands into other residential areas, such as Fond Du Lac and MLK in addition to the downtown area. 

COUNTY ELECTIONS/COUNTY EXECUTIVE
Chris Larson: Currently, Milwaukee County has among the highest bus fares in the country. County taxpayers are paying more for services that are inadequate. This is similar to how it was

when Scott Walker was county executive. When I am county executive, I will work to reduce fares and expand services so that residents can get to jobs. Transit access equal job access. Access in-
creases the scope of jobs available to individuals that need them most. Furthermore, my administration will treat our bus drivers fairly. Under Chris Abele, Milwaukee had its first transit strike in 30
years. That simply cannot happen anymore. As county executive, I will support policies that will not leave our neighbors without such a vital service as transportation. 

Joseph Thomas Klein: I support a good public transportation system and
since the quality of the system reflects the quality of its employees it is important that
the County Executive maintain an open dialogue and good relations with ATU 998. I
see providing transportation from the central city to suburban industrial parts a key

element in increasing access to jobs. Regional transportation is an important element
in breaking down barriers that inhibit access to jobs, jobs that do to institutionalized
racism tend to discriminate against nonwhite minorities.  

COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Martha R. Collins-De La Rosa (Dist. 18): Public transportation is a civil right and a vital part of thriving communities. Milwaukee County bus system has among the highest fares in the nation; however,
there is a drastic need to work to expand transit routes to good paying jobs outside of the city limits and fight to maintain an affordable rate so that access to transit stays fair and open.

Sequanna Taylor (Dist. 2): Public transportation is a necessity to maintain and improve so our economy and infrastructure and help it remains strong. To have the right to safe and reliable transportation is very
important it offers mobility and access to employment, community resources, medical care, and recreational opportunities. Expending the route location and times would even improve the current structure.
Valerie Sauve (Dist. 7): We need to start developing a regional urban mass transit system that serves all citizens.  I would like to see the greater Milwaukee and Waukesha areas build fast, efficient transportation
that does not bypass our unique communities, but builds them up by creating transportation hubs that strengthen our neighborhoods with jobs and affordable attractive housing. 
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choice because the teachers union, which is a major funder of the DNC, feels threatened by poor families going to
schools outside the educracy.

Speaking of poor Black families:
The Black poverty rate was 36% in 1964 when former President LBJ (Lyndon B. Johnson) signed the Civil Rights

Act, and the war on poverty. It was 38% a few years later when President Nixon issued an executive order for affir-
mative action. (Yeah it was a Republican who started it, and a Democrat, Bill Clinton, who ended it.)

It was 40% when Obama took office and 42% today. How does the Democratic Party platform address that?
My contribution to Obama was a contribution “to” Obama. The Democratic Party has not earned my favor.
I vote Democratic, but as a Black American, I don’t see the benefit of joining the party, particularly since I’m in-

telligent enough to realize in far too many respects, the two major parties are but different wings on the same bird
(the bird being a vulture).

Among other insults, the Democratic Party, which gets over 90% of our votes, including mine, has an embarrassing
rate of doing business with Black firms. That’s very telling.

According to one valid research project, the DNC, and several of its subsidiaries, spent $540 million dollars during
the last election, but only 1.7% of that went to Black firms.  That’s right, one-point-seven, despite the fact that our
vote controls the national elections and most large states.

The party can get away with that insulting business rate because they know we’re trapped. The Republicans offer
little to nothing, so the Democrat Party is our only option.

I mentioned several of these points in an e-mail to the DNC when they asked me what I could do to remove my
hesitancy about giving them more money.

I noted program after program that tends to make the disenfranchised and poor more comfortable in their situation,
but none that empowers them to improve their status in life.

And then something really strange happened. Out of the blue I started getting solicitations from Republican pres-
idential candidates!

How in hell did they get my e-mail and personal information? Someone sold it to them. Maybe it was the Democrats
who finally figured out that I’m a “Field Negro” and their solicitations were wasted on me.

Maybe there’s some entity that uses political parties as part of a creative scheme to fill the coffers of corporate
America. A major solicitation strategy is to hit folks up from one political position, and if that dries up, appeal from
the other end of the spectrum.

It’s all a game, and we are pawns, punching bags, the water boys…AND girls.
My preference would be for Black people to start our own party, but obviously that’s not going to happen any time

soon. The second option is to create a Black Coffee or Tea Party to influence the Democrats like the Whites did to
the Republican Party. Hell, less than 10% of Black voters are card-carrying members of the Democratic Party anyway.
But they need our vote.

Either way it goes, I don’t see myself contributing to a national election unless the candidate is Black. Maybe a
Native American. Or a Latino who embraces the agenda that emerged from the 1999 National Leadership Confer-
ence.

But that’s off in the future.
Malcolm X once said all politics are local. And that’s where my focus is going to be, because my agenda is local

and my dollars are limited.
Hotep

All politics are local...
and involves your wallet!
(continued from page 2)
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