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PULSE OF THE COMMUNITY
Question and Photos by Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“Seaway Bank and Trust is now our only ‘Black owned’ bank in our
community. What do you think we can do to assume Seaway stays in

our community?”

JACQUELINE
WARD: “With any
business, we need to sup-
port them. That means
opening accounts, taking
out loans, referring people
to them and if we know of
investors that benefit from
our community that they invest in the bank as well.”

CLAYBORN BEN-
SON: “We need busi-
ness in every form.
That includes banks.”

DOUGLAS KELLY:
“The bank needs to let
the community know
about the products and
services that they offer,
as well as conducting
more seminars at the
bank.”

JASMINE M.
JOHNSON: “In order
for Seaway to be successful in
our community the need to
align and make intentional
partnerships with individuals
and businesses that already
have  the trust of the commu-
nity. They need to work hard to
dispell myths of banking with Black owned banks.”

Ralph Hollmon to retire
as president/CEO of 
Milwaukee Urban League
The Milwaukee Urban League announced Monday

that its President and CEO Ralph E. Hollmon will re-
tire by December 31. Hollmon, who has led the
agency since 2002, has agreed to continue in his role
through the search process and to assist his successor
to insure a seamless transition.
“Ralph Hollmon has been an out-

standing leader for the Milwaukee
Urban League and the broader Mil-
waukee community,” said Outgoing
Board Chair Simon Davis. 
“During his tenure, he has signifi-

cantly improved the overall financial
condition and stewardship of the or-
ganization, while being an advocate
for students and adults who have
benefitted from the critical education,
employment and racial inclusion pro-
grams the League offers.”
Former Board Chair Jackie Herd-

Barber added, “Ralph Hollmon has
demonstrated a passion for helping
people move toward self-sufficiency.
Under his leadership, the Milwaukee
Urban League helped thousands of
students enter college and obtain
needed financial assistance and as-
sisted hundreds of men and women
find employment or start, operate or
grow their own business.”
Other accomplishments include: 
• Working with law enforcement

on the ongoing challenges to improve police community relations
• Helping develop the Dr. Wesley Scott Senior Living Community and rent-

to-own single family housing in Metcalf Park
• With assistance from the Guild and Young Professionals, working with

the City of Milwaukee Elections Commission to adopt the polling site at the
Metropolitan Baptist Church
One of Hollmon’s most noteworthy achievements is the purchase of the

Milwaukee Urban League headquarters at 435 W. North Avenue. The building
is located in the heart of Bronzeville, an area designated by the City of Mil-

Joint Statement from Alds. Milele
A. Coggs and Ashanti Hamilton 
regarding shooting on Capital
Drive and Green Bay Avenue
With the distressing news that a 17-year-old teen was shot to death this

week at the corner of Green Bay Avenue and Capitol Drive, we sincerely
urge any member of the community who has information about this crime
to come forward immediately.
Currently, police have no one in custody for the shooting of Kemone

Love.
In a year where we have already lost so many young people to violence

on the streets, Kemone Love is yet another victim of the kind of tragedy
that has become all too common. While we offer our condolences to his
family, they deserve so much more than that; they deserve justice, and the
reassurance that their son’s killer will not victimize anyone else’s children.
There is no courage in street violence. There is no honor, no pride and no

credibility.
There is just the echoing chasm of broken families and heartbreak that

these pointless crimes leave behind, and the driving need to see that justice
is done.
Please, if you have any information that can help police apprehend the

killer, contact the Milwaukee Police—anonymously—at 933-4444 or
city.milwaukee.gov/police/Submit-A-Tip-to-MPD. 

(continued on page 2)

“Ralph Hollmon has been an
outstanding leader for the
Milwaukee Urban League and
the broader Milwaukee com-
munity...during his tenure, he
has significantly improved
the overall financial condition
and stewardship of the or-
ganization, while being an ad-
vocate for students and
adults who have benefitted
from the critical education,
employment and racial inclu-
sion programs the League of-
fers.”--Outgoing MUL Board
Chair Simon Davis

Ralph Hollmon

State Sen. Lena Taylor was joined by community supporters, activists, and other government officials in officially kick-
ing-off her reelection bid for another term in office. The event was held at The Big Easy, 2053 N. Martin Luther King Drive.
She will face off against fellow Democrat state Rep. Mandela Barnes who, on Monday, announced his bid to unseat the
4th district state senator who represents a large portion of Milwaukee’s Black community. But the incumbent Taylor
seems unfazed. "There's no greater privilege than serving the residents of the 4th Senate district,” Taylor said in a state-
ment announcing her reelection bid.  “In my 13 years  of service, I have authored and passed more than one hundred
laws.  With a proven track record of accomplishments and experience, I look forward to my run for re-election." 
--Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Sen. Lena Taylor kicks-off reelection bid!

Seaway Bank observes Community Banking Month
with Small Business Luncheon at bank In recognition of national

Community Banking
Month, Seaway Bank and
Trust Company hosted a
“Small Business Lunch-
eon” in partnership with
the U.S. Small Business
Administration and
SCORE at the Seaway
Milwaukee Branch, lo-
cated at North and Fond
du Lac Avenues. 
Two keynote speakers

addressed the gathering
to talk about available fi-
nancing to small busi-
nesses and start-ups:
SCORE volunteer Joyce
Goulet and SBA represen-
tative Michael Fazio. 
Every year in April more

than 6,000 community
banks, hundreds of thou-
sands of community
bankers celebrate the vital
role community banks
play in strengthening local
communities. This year’s
theme is “Grow Your
Community.”--Photos by
Yvonne Kemp

Tracy L. Meeks, senior vice-president/North Division Manager for Seaway Bank addresses the gath-
ering of small business owners during the banks Small Business Luncheon in recognition of Com-
munity Bank Month.

SCORE Volunteer Joyce Goulet talks about what
the organization can do for small businesses,
such as mentoring, workshops, and online re-
sources for businesses.

SBA representative Michael Fazio talked about
the many resources, support and financing
available for small businesses and start-ups.

Meeks, Goulet, and Fazio.

The Seaway staff (left to right): Barbara Ford, retail banker; An-
thony Lyons, security officer; Claudette Harris, VP/Marketing of-
ficer; Geneva Terry, personal banker; Dan Davis, commercial loan
officer; Addie Collins, AVP-retail loan officer. Milele Coggs Ashanti Hamilton

INSIDE:
BUSINESS CORNERProfiles two local businesses:
AVIA CAKES and
MANANANAPICK-MARAvia Cakes Mama Nana’s Pick Mar
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waukee as the African American Cultural and Entertainment District.  Holl-
mon said that his goal prior to retirement was to raise $500,000 of which
$400,000 will be used to complete the purchase of its building and $100,000
to establish a building maintenance fund. He said paying off the mortgage on
the building will enable the Urban League to use more of the funds for pro-
gram services and create a legacy for future generations. He also believes it
could serve as an anchor for Bronzeville that will motivate revitalization and
other major development.
“It has been an honor to lead the Milwaukee Urban League for the past 14

years, and I am very proud of the impact we have had and will continue to
make in this community,” Hollmon said. “None of this would have been pos-
sible without outstanding Board members, a great staff and the generosity of
the philanthropic, business and corporate community.”
Hollmon added, “Even with our progress, our community has many re-

maining challenges with: ensuring that all of our children receive a quality
education, lowering unemployment, especially among black males, and re-
ducing unacceptably high levels of poverty in parts of our city. These chal-
lenges let us know that there is still a great need for the services that the Urban
League provides.
“With the ongoing support that we have received, and by continuing to

work together, I firmly believe that we can help those we serve become more
self-reliant so they can improve the quality of their lives.”
Current Board Chair Noah Fenceroy, Senior Managing Attorney, Man-

power North America, will lead a search committee to identify the League’s
next President and CEO. Interested candidates should contact the Milwaukee
Urban League for additional information on the search process.  

(continued from page 1)

Ralph Hollmon to retire
as president/CEO of 
Milwaukee Urban League

Federal Appeals Court
Revives Challenge to 
Wisconsin’s Voter ID Law
CHICAGO – A federal appeals court has directed a lower court to

consider the claims of voters who have trouble obtaining identification
under Wisconsin’s strict voter ID law.
During oral arguments last week, the American Civil Liberties Union

asked the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit to give voters
that opportunity.
Sean Young, an attorney with the ACLU’s Voting Rights Project who

argued the case, said:  “The court ruled that eligible voters facing diffi-
culty obtaining ID have the right to challenge Wisconsin’s strict voter
ID law. This ruling gives them the chance to go back to the lower court
to make their case. This is a victory for the voters of Wisconsin.”
"The Appeals Court determined that just because it may be easy for

most people to get ID, the state can't take voting rights away from people
who have real difficulties getting ID," said Karyn Rotker, ACLU of Wis-
consin Senior Staff Attorney
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Muskego, WI (TFC)-For many minority groups–in-
cluding African Americans– “if” does not apply to
whether they’ll interact with police, but instead “when”.
As such, if you’re part of these communities, then it’s just
a matter of time until things hit home. 
The friends and family of a man recently gunned down

by Wisconsin police are becoming acquainted with this
fact, among them a US soldier. With few details available,
and the DOJ investigating the killing, a mourning veteran
moves to resound his say.
Private First Class Lock, who requested his first name

be withheld,  was mortified upon hearing news of his
cousin’s death under, at the time, unspecified circum-
stances. 
Even before outlets published their first stories, Lock

and his friends and family posted memorials on their
Facebook walls. When Fox6now reported Locke’s
cousin, 21 year old Christopher Davis, as having been
shot fatally by police, the mood of the posts suddenly
shifted.
Fox’s article describes the “officer-involved shooting”

as occurring in Walworth County, near Muskego Wiscon-
sin. 
Reputedly assisting local police in a drug investigation,

a Walworth County Sheriff’s deputy approached a car
parked in a Roma’s restaurant lot. Davis wasn’t the only
occupant and, after the driver refused to “follow orders”,
Deputy Juan Ortiz “discharged his firearm”, according to
police.
This catalyzed a chase officers claimed reached 100

mph, their “suspects” speeding towards Milwaukee. After
a PIT maneuver– a tactic designed to immobilize cars—
crashed the speeding vehicle, two “suspects” fled  and
were later apprehended. 
“They are under arrest”, says Waukesha County Sheriff

Kurt Picknell, “and are being held in the Waukesha
County jail. Their names are not being released at this
time as the Department Of Justice investigation contin-
ues.”
Walworth County Sheriff’s Deputy Juan Ortiz, at 30

years old, sits with 7 years of police experience behind
him. After coming to the department in 2012, Channel
3000 reports, Ortiz was eventually assigned to several pa-
trol and administrative functions. 
He’d spent time in the patrol division, served as a field

training officer, pre-employment background investiga-
tor, crash team investigator, and drive team member.
Taking all that into account, to say several conflicts of

interest between Ortiz and this particular case exist is an
understatement. While DOJ conducts its investigation
Oritz, according to Fox6News, will be confined to “ad-
ministrative duties”. 
Critical details, such as the “orders” the driver refused,

exactly what made Davis’s car suspect, and the names of
the incarcerated remain undisclosed. Following the shoot-
ing, Davis was transported to the hospital and declared
dead at 8:16pm.
“Well”; explained PFC Lock–the victim’s cousin– in a

statement he sent me over Facebook, “the information put
out doesn’t add up to the reason my cousin was out in that
area with the people he had with him.” According to
Lock, Christopher was “going to look at a car for pur-
chase with his fiancé and her two relatives.” 
“My cousin had issues walking”, says Lock, “so there’s

no way he would try to flee the scene on foot. He also
was scared to drive on the highway so although it was his
car, he wasn’t the one driving it.” 
Davis, according to his cousin, “was never the type to

hang with a bad crowd.” “I mean, there’s a saying ‘you
are who you hang with’, well that right there should tell
you how good of a guy he was.”
The mourning army private recounted how he and

Christopher Davis “were always together until I left for
basic training and stationed in Colorado.” Davis, after
being introduced to Lock’s high school friend-group, in-
tegrated perfectly and the collective solidified into a tribe.
“Our whole group became like family and on Wednesday,
February 24th, we lost our brother.”
The soldier’s tone shifted, now more resentment than

sadness in his writing. “Now I wasn’t in the car, I did not
see this whole incident go down”, he admits, “but I know
my cousin, and he would not [knowingly] put his himself
[or] his fiancé in any situation that would cause harm to
either of them. So in my opinion, this was murder, and I
want justice for my cousin and best friend Christopher J.
Davis.”
Private Lock’s assessment, that the incident amounts

to murder, may not be so far fetched. No information in
Fox’s coverage discounts the notion that this was yet an-
other unjustified police killing, mistake or not. Muskego,
according to a 2010 census, balances it’s 97.2% white
population with just 0.3% for blacks. If poor training, not
maliciousness–racial or otherwise–can account for Ortiz’s
actions that day, then perhaps he shouldn’t be the hiring
and training new recruits right now.
As of yet, details surrounding the killing remain as elu-

sive as any possible outcome of DOJ’s intervention. The
Department Of Justice has gone city by city probing de-
partments, particularly those involved in fatal shootings.
Milwaukee’s police department chose the carrot over the
stick, and volunteered for DOJ inquiry and reform. 
Too many citizens, however, express an understandable

skepticism over how serious investigations will be, and
for good cause. In this case, the best any outlet can do is
make sure Fox isn’t the only one’s covering the Muskego
killing.

“Milwaukee’s Finest”
vs. Black Milwaukee:
Just yesterday I was pinning a toy

police badge on my six-year-old grand-
son, my mind wondering to the not-to-
distant future when I will have to
indoctrinate him, as I did his father, on
how to “act” if confronted by those I
told the grandson to look upon as he-
roes and role models.
It is a dichotomous situation for sure,

one that many parents of Millennials
are confronted with: We recognize the
importance of police, and know most
are good public servants.
But a sizable percentage is preju-

diced, overly aggressive and prone to
intimidation.
Or worse.
Nearly every Black family from gen-

erations past knows of someone who
has been on the receiving end of a ver-
bal or physical assault by a member of
“Milwaukee’s Finest.”
As I said last week, it has become so

commonplace during the last three gen-
erations that we consider it part of the
Black American “Rites of Passage.”
Today’s headlines scream of police

verbal assaults, brutalities, and ques-
tionable shootings.
The national movement, “Black

Lives Matter,” was created by, and to
an extent for, new Black Millennials
following horrific killings of unarmed
Black men throughout the country.
According to a Guardian study, there

were 1,134 deaths at the hands of law
enforcement in 2015. Black males be-
tween 15-34 make up a majority of that
total.
Black men were killed by police at a

rate five times higher than Whites. At
least 25% of the Black males were un-
armed.
“This epidemic is disproportionately

affecting Black people,” said Brittany
Packnett, an activist and member of the
White House task force on policing.
“We are wasting so many promising
young lives by continuing to allow this
to happen.”
Given Milwaukee’s long history of

apartheid—institutional racism, segre-
gation, socioeconomic disparities—it
is not surprising that for decades we
have been under national scrutiny for
alleged acts of police misconduct.
Last week, I mentioned half a dozen

questionable killings of police during
my era. The new generation is now
dealing with their own set of racial re-
alities.
In the last few years, there has been

the questionable killing of Tony Robin-
son in Madison, Derek Williams while
in police custody down the street, and
of course, the Dontre Hamilton homi-
cide that prompted national demonstra-
tions.
Adding “Copper icing” on the cake

was the sexual assault by a “rogue” cop
who felt compelled to sodomize at least
74 Black men he assumed were hiding
drugs in their butts.
In other words, he raped several

scores of Black men based on profiling
and racist assumptions—that every
brother is a drug dealer, or user.
That cop is in jail, the city is paying

$5 million to victims and the beat goes
on (no pun intended).
To be fair, police have reason to re-

main on guard and apprehensive when
patrolling the Black community. In the
last few years—and coinciding with
our city claiming the national poverty
and Black male unemployment titles—

violence has defined our community.
Some might call it “Black on Black.”

Others think that label unfairly taints
our community. Whatever you call it,
we have far more to fear in our com-
munity than police.
Indeed, if there is a positive side to

our crime dilemma, it’s that you don’t
have to worry about ISIS invading Mil-
waukee. Even the religious fanatics
wouldn’t set up shop in urban Milwau-
kee.
On Sunday there were half-a-dozen

shootings, and two teenagers murdered
reportedly by other Black teens.
One of the “victims” was attempting

a robbery, while wearing a court mon-
itored ankle bracelet.
The other teenager was killed two

blocks away from the Community
Journal offices.
Six MPS students were shot last

weekend alone, none by police.
It’s the Wild Wild West on West

Wright and other streets. We’re quickly
becoming the East St. Louis of Wis-
consin. Soon every house will have
bars on the windows and our children
will be forced to wear bulletproof dia-
pers.
Add to the mix several shootings of

police around the state (we hold our
breathes every time a report comes in,
hoping, praying a Black man or boy
wasn’t involved) and you have a recipe
that’s not exactly soul food.
If common sense were the prevailing

reality, this would be a time of recon-
ciliation and joint cooperation to arrest
crime, to weed out the cancer. Instead,
it’s an “us versus them”, “them vs. us,”
scenario, with both sides crying foul.
As I explained last week, we are on

the third generation of Black men who
pee on themselves when a red light be-
gins flashing in their rear view mirrors.
And the urine is not squeezing out be-
cause they did something wrong.
It’s out of fear that the stop might es-

calate, that the profiled Black driver
won’t hold their temper when called
out of their names, or being manhan-
dled. One wrong move…
In my father’s and grandfather’s

eras, the police represented plantation
overseers.
In my generation they were charged

with keeping the lid on civil rights,
slowing the process of “integration”
and miscegenation. Today it’s about
preconception and perceptions; profil-
ing and prejudices.
The Millennial generation finds

themselves under a different type of
apartheid, one defined by the fears of
White people of “ALL” BLACK
teenagers.
To many Whites, the shagging pants,

hoodies and earphones are gang in-
signia; the Black teens’ intent is to rape
every White woman, and to pistol-
whip every White man.
A well to do White teenager recently

told my scholarly grandson that all
Black teens were thugs and gang mem-
bers, which is why her parents are sup-
porting Donald Trump. He is leading
the charge to “take back America.”

Take America back from whom, I
would ask?
After decades of mistrust and fear,

this should be an era of mutual respect
and reconciliation. Instead, the Millen-
nials look at police through tainted
lenses, and many—maybe a major-
ity—of police return the stare, under a
brow of apprehension, distrust, and
preconceived notions.
Working for the Black Press, I’ve

heard hundreds of horror stories about
racial profiling, police brutality and
questionable shootings. It is statisti-
cally impossible all of the victims are
lying.
Plus, from personal experience, I

know racial profiling and overly ag-
gressive cops are on the prowl.
And if the testimony of several

teenagers at a recent Department of
Justice hearing on police misconduct is
any indication, the situation is getting
worse, not better.
The setting was a hearing, appropri-

ately at the Wisconsin Black Historical
Society Museum, organized by the
Coalition for Justice in conjunction
with the Federal Department of Justice.
The DOJ is soliciting information to
determine whether Black lives really
matter to the MPD.
Some of the stories were heart

wrenching, not just from the teenagers’
perspectives, but for the parents who
feel impotent in dealing with those en-
trusted to protect and serve.
The testimony of Silas Sanders epit-

omized the evening, not just because of
what he has gone though, but also be-
cause I know his mother very well, and
how her attempts to direct a son down
the right path is now detoured.
Dee Dee Sanders was a classmate

and close friend of my late son. She is
a strongly religious sister, a well-re-
spected educator and a mentor to hun-
dreds.
She has raised her son to be a good

Christian, student and role model. She
also taught him to be respectful of the
police, a characteristic he enthusiasti-
cally embraced until a few weeks ago
when he returned home from choir
practice.
Arriving with his mother, he existed

their car in their driveway to move the
trash can as Dee Dee parked in their
garage. Seconds later he found himself
thrown to the ground, face shoved into
the dirt and a gun pressed against his
head.
The culprits were not gang members

or thieves, but “Milwaukee’s Finest.”
Dee Dee emerged from the garage to

find her son in a position that could
very easily have resulted in his death.
She started screaming at the police, a
half dozen or so who had surrounded
her son, to release him. She loudly pro-
claimed, as did a neighbor, that the
young teen lived at the residence and
wasn’t involved in any activity that
would warrant the excessive treatment.
After several intense moments, the

police released him, and arrogantly,
Dee Dee said, explained they were
looking for gang members.
Without benefit of an “excuse us

lady,” the parade of police vehicles left
the block and the family in disbelief
and anguish.
Not one to let the incident slide, Dee

Dee quickly found out who was in
charge and telephoned him to seek ad-
ditional information, and an apology.
She said she felt the officer essen-

tially told her to “go to hell Negro.”
She was told the police were within
their rights, and an apology was a
waste of manpower.
Shocked by the disrespect and the re-

fusal to apologize for the life-altering
scenario, Dee Dee went public, telling
friends, politicians and an assembled
group at Gee’s Clipper. That final con-
versation led to the 7th district cap-
tain—a brother—to reach out to the
Sander’s family.
It was helpful, but Dee Dee and Silas

could not get beyond the fact that the
“white” officers were so callous in their
response to their request for an expla-
nation and an apology.
The incident was not the first time

Silas has been accosted by officers
while doing chores. This past winter he
was shoveling snow a year ago and
they pulled up on him saying he fit the
description of a burglary suspect. He
didn’t want to go back outside weeks
after the incident, Sanders is still angry
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SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

From “Protect and Serve” to “Profile and Prosecute”

U.S. Army Veteran Mourns Loss of
Cousin, Killed by Police in Muskego
By Isiah Holmes, courtesy of thefifthcolumnnews.com Published: March 2, 2016 

Dr. John Henrik Clarke

Christopher Davis

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
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Families served by:
Northwest Funeral Chapel

O’Bee, Ford & Frazier

Quality Service...
a tenured tradition

sincere concern at your time of need.
Offering pre-need, at need and
after-care services to families in

Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha
and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

J.C. Frazier, Funeral DirectorEarnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400
Fax: (262) 637-6416

RELIGIONRELIGION

Could your church or spiritual
community use a fundraising source
for a new ministry, repairs to the roof
or parking lot, outreach projects or
something on your wish list? 
Would you like for it to come from

what your members and their family
and friends do without having it
come out of their pockets? 
Do you know of trips that your

members take for business or per-
sonal time? 
The Global Ministry Funding Ini-

tiative (GMFI) provides ministries
with financial resources to support
their ongoing goals and initiatives. 
They looking for pastors and min-

istry leaders of churches and spiritual
communities that would like to re-
ceive some needed funding.
To reach these communities,

GMFI is hosting three financial sum-
mits in parts of Milwaukee, on the

third Thursdays of April, May and
June, 9-11 a.m. The locations that
currently are scheduled are
• April 21 at Unity Church in Mil-

waukee, 1717 N. 73rd Street,
Wauwatosa
• May 19 at Spirit Life Church,

9455 N. 76th Street, Milwaukee
• June 16 at Forest Home Ceme-

tery Chapel, 2024 W. Forest Home,
Milwaukee
The organization may add more

sites which will be listed on their
website at GMFI.info. However, they
only will add communities as they
are able to serve them, so the sooner
your community gets registered, the
sooner it can start reaping the bene-
fits. 
The website also is where you can

register for the summit; registration
is requested so GMFI can be sure to
have enough materials for all who at-

tend.  If you prefer, you can call at
414-855-GMFI (4634) or email gm-
fiambassador@gmail.com.

Brentwood COC
will present
comedy show 
to benefit 
scholarship fund
Brentwood Church of Christ

and the Lois M Chapple Scholar-
ship Fund will present, “Black
Girls Laugh” A Comedy Show.
The show will feature Chastity
Washington and Betty G.
The MC will be popular local

Comedian Marlin Hill. The event
wil be held Saturday, April 23rd.
Doors open at 7:00pm. Brent-

wood is located at 6425 N 60th
Street (next to Brentwood Church
of Christ) 
Admission is $12.00 per per-

son. You can purchase tickets in
advance by calling (414) 353-
6757).
Proceeds from show go toward

college scholarships Concession
items will be available.

Bethel CME Church will recog-
nize its pastor, Rev. Willie S. Dock-
ery, and his wife, First Lady Annie
Dockery at a Pastor’s Appreciation
Reception honoring their 15 years os
service to the church and community. 
The celebration will be held at the

Doubletree Hotel, sixth and Wiscon-
sin, on Friday, April 15. The event
will start at 6 a.m.

Bethel to hold 
celebration 
recognizing the
ministry of Rev.
Willie Dockery

Rust College Choir
to perform at 
Tabernacle 
Community Baptist
Church April 16
The Rust College A’ Cappella

Choir of Holly Springs, Miss. will
be in concert at the Tabernacle
Community Baptist Church on
Saturday, April 16 at 5 p.m.
The funds from the concert will

further support the college’s youth
who are in need of financial assis-
tance and particularly students
woh are interested in attending
Rust College.

Fundraising for churches 
and spiritual communities 
offered by Global Minisry
Funding Initiative

Please join the community on Sunday,
April 17 in celebrating and honoring the
life and contributions of Queen Ifama. The
celebration will be held at the Wisconsin
African American Women’s Center
(WAAW), starting at 6 p.m. 
Queen Ifama made her transition to the

ancestorial world in late February. She was
known for her passion to the betterment of
the community and her remarkable talent
as a jewelry artist. 
Tributes will be presented by friends and performers who called Queen

Ifama their friend. Please r.s.v.p by April 15 at 414-933-1652.

Community invited to celebrate
the life of Queen Ifama

Queen Ifama
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over the latest incident, and at wit’s end over the
refusal of the officers involved to apologize. Or be ordered
by the chief to see the value in directing his officers to be
more civil.
State Senator Lena Taylor, who attended the hearing ses-

sion, is not surprised, however.
Taylor has an almost identical story to share involving her

son, who was stopped, detained and grilled in the back seat
of a police car for violating the “Black boy running with a
turkey law.”
Haven’t heard of that one?
Well, that apparently is why Isaiah Taylor was detained.

He was actually taking a turkey to a neighbor’s house, dur-
ing the holiday season when police stopped him near his
home on West Capitol Drive.
Earlier this week, the highly regarded lawmaker reiterated

to me how her son’s image of police was forever tainted.
He was unceremoniously put in the back of a police car

and grilled about his identity, what he was doing and why
he was jogging with a dangerous weapon—a nine-pound
turkey.
Like Silas, Isaiah was equally traumatized, has a scar that

will never heal, and a new impression and fear of police that
he has shared with peers and throughout social media.
And like Dee Dee, and most of those who spoke at the

hearing, Senator Taylor is awaiting an apology from police
that probably will never come.
“It’s as simple as a phone call or visit,” Senator Taylor ex-

plained. “A lot of the animosity could be rescinded if they
(police) would simply apologize.”
It’s not a matter of whether the police have authority to

do what they do, to restrain, and even harass, or humiliate.
Given the epidemic of Black on Black crime, escalating vi-
olence and car jackings, there are many who would give up

some civil liberties in exchange for safety. But when they
are wrong, they should apologize at the very least and ex-
plain themselves. And rebuild bridges.
Instead, in far too many cases they retreat to their bullet-

proof cars or their fortress of solitude…. distancing them-
selves from the people they should view as employers and
citizens.
Some feel the attitude comes from the top, down.
Chief Ed Flynn didn’t do much to dispel that theory when

he reportedly told journalists prior to the hearing, which
ironically was held as part of a Justice Department review
of local police tactics that he voluntarily requested, he would
not take the testimony seriously because the speakers were
probably handpicked by the Coalition for Justice.
Chief Flynn said the testimony provided was “their truth,”

and not necessarily the real truth.
That came as a surprise to Sanders, and to Taylor.
“It was insulting to suggest. I didn’t even know much

about the Coalition until I heard about the hearing,” Sander
said in an unrestrained voice.
“For him (the chief) to make such insulting comments

speaks volumes about how we are perceived.”
The motto of the MPD used to be to protect and to serve.

Today, many citizens would say it’s to profile and prosecute.
Community activist and youth football coach Darryl Gib-

son said he had frequently seen police harassing his players
after practice. The confrontations led him to remain available
until his players got home.
“It really has to be changed how society perceives us, how

MPD perceives us, and not how to deal with us, but how to
interact with us,” said Gibson. “They’re here to serve and
protect. There is no serving and protecting. There’s milita-
rization. They’re a threat to us and our safety.”
That reality could change if both sides met in the middle.

Only then would I feel comfortable not telling my grandson
how to hold his breath when stopped by “Milwaukee’s
Finest.” Hotep.

(cont.
from
page 3)SIGNIFYIN’
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Providing the community made-from-scratch food that
is good and healthy--and at a low price--in a “feel like
home” atmosphere is the mission of Mama Nana’s Pick
Mar, located at 7276 N. Teutonia Avenue.
Helping the community from a social service aspect is

also part of Mama Nana’s mission.
They have always emphasized feed-
ing those who are hungry or thirsty. 
Even if a person only had two dol-

lars, they can still get a hot dog, po-
tato chips, a cookie, and a soda (or a
glass of water) to wash it down.
Mama Nana’s first opened in 2010

at the food court inside the Milwau-
kee Mall, located at 2100 W. North
Avenue.
In 2013, Mama Nana’s moved to

its current location on Teutonia Av-
enue, where the establishment is
doing its part to give back to the
community and surrounding neigh-
borhood in ways that go beyond serv-

ing food.
The restaurant has sponsored a

bookbag giveaway for children in the
area. 
They also host retirees who

worked at the old A.O. Smith to have
breakfast every third Tuesday of
every month.
Mama Nana’s serves down-home

southern style soul food that is
healthy, made without salt, just sea-
sonings that bring out the true flavor
of such soul food staples as greens,
fried, smothered or baked chicken,
chitterlings, neck bones, candied

yams, meatloaf, cornbread and mac n’ cheese to name just
a few customer favorites.
Breakfasts are also a big deal at Mama Nana’s. Buttery

grits, eggs, pork sausage, bisquits and gravy, chicken and
waffles, and salmon croquettes. 

Mama Nana’s Pick-Mar
Northwest side restaurant serves community...and good food!

Mama Nana (in front, fifth from left) and her staff with retired A.O. Smith employees  who
get together every third Tuesday of the month for breakfast.--Photo by Yvonn Kemp

Ávia Cakes, LLC
Telashay Swope Farr, owner of

Ávia Cakes, is a native of Clinton
Twp, MI. She is a full time math
teacher, wife and mother. She moved
to Milwaukee in 2005 to continue her
college education and marry her
childhood sweetheart, Apelles Farr.
She has one daughter, Assyria who
she was blessed with on October 12,
2015. 
Telashay began cooking and bak-

ing at a young age with her grand-
mother preparing cakes, cornbread,
homemade biscuits, chicken &
dumplings, etc. 
She often recalls days in the

kitchen with her grandmother cutting
pecans with a knife for red velvet
cake frosting and sneaking sugar in the ingredients for the cornbread. Those days cooking and baking with her grand-
mother are thought of often and missed tremendously. 
Due to the positive impact her grandmother had on her life and the person she has become, Telashay decided to es-

tablish Ávia Cakes, LLC in August 2010.  Ávia, grandmother in Catalan, was the inspiration for the business name
in honor of her grandmother, the late Gladys Swope. Telashay began with three cakes- Red Velvet, Strawberry and
Mountain Dew which were recipes from Mississippi passed down to the girls of the family by her grandmother and
aunt Lois. The thought of launching a cake business resulted from Telashay preparing cakes for church dinners. She
was influenced my members of her church family, The Church of the Living God, to go into business. 
To date Ávia Cakes offers homemade dessert cakes made with non traditional frosting for customers interested in

unique made to order cakes. Customers may choose from eighteen varieties or customize a cake that satisfies their
palate at no additional cost. In addition to cakes, we prepare other tasteful desserts such as pies, banana pudding,
peach cobbler and a variety of cheesecakes. 
We provide a diverse selection of one, two or three layer cakes and cupcakes. Cakes are desirable for many occa-

sions and Ávia Cakes seeks to satisfy every customer. Rather it be a wedding, birthday, after dinner dessert or special
occasion, we're sure you'll be happy working with us.
Àvia Cakes, LLC is focused on providing high-quality service and customer satisfaction – preparing “Generations

of Tasteful Flavors”. We will do everything we can to meet your expectations. We deliver all orders and can be found
at Fondy Farmers Market on Saturdays in the summer. 

Business Corner Profile:

Telashay Swope Farr (at left with a co-worker), the
owner of Avia Cakes.

Milwaukee Small
Business Week
Joins National
Effort May 2 – 6
5th Annual Celebration is powered by
Insperity and will feature nationally
recognized tech entrepreneur and
angel investor Rodney Sampson

Milwaukee Small Business Week today announced that
the local celebration is powered by presenting sponsor
Insperity, a trusted advisor to America’s best businesses
for 30 years that provides an array of human resources

and business solutions to help improve business perform-
ance.  This year’s celebration will take place during Na-
tional Small Business Week May 2 -6 and will feature
Rodney Sampson, a veteran tech entrepreneur, angel in-
vestor and experienced authority on the diversification of
the innovation, entrepreneurship and investment ecosys-
tem for all.   
Sampson currently serves as Chairman at Opportunity

Hub; Chief of Diversity + Inclusion Initiatives at Tech-
Square Labs; and CEO of Kingonomics. Sampson previ-
ously served as the 1st Head of Diversity at Mark Burnett
Productions, executive producers of the hit ABC show,
ABC’s Shark Tank.
“Since 2012, Milwaukee Small Business Week has cel-

ebrated local entrepreneurs by offering a series of events
that empower, engage and educate the local
small business community,” said Nikki Purvis,
Manager of the City of Milwaukee’s Office of
Small Business Development.  “Entrepreneur-
ship is crucial to economic growth and, in Mil-
waukee, we’re continuously seeking ways to
acknowledge and support thriving small busi-
nesses in our community.” 
Milwaukee Small Business Week events in-

clude educational workshops, awards ceremonies, semi-
nars and networking events.  Sampson will provide the
keynote address at the City of Milwaukee’s Small Busi-

(continued on page 7)
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Tara Pulley

Sonya Bowman

Zelda Corona

Sista Speak...
Speak Lord!
IT’S MY
TURN…
NEXT CHAPTER
I refuse to be criticized when I should be valued…
I’m tired of others insecurities about my persona…
I have a low tolerance for immaturity at almost age 50…
I have one life and I won’t live it moving backwards…
Can’t waste time with people focused on past grudges and revenge…
No more being taken for grant it, taken advantage of, taken down
the wrong path…
I can deal with a lot, give you all I got, until you devalue my worth…
I am not second best nor do I play second fiddle to anyone…
You see I was raised in Illinois, right outside of Chicago…
Though I am fed up…I turn the page in my book of life with no bitter-
ness and no regret…
The story of my life is about to get better.
Sonya Marie Bowman
“It Is What It Is”

WHAT I AM THINKING
Excuse me if I am moving fast in the passing line, it is not my intent
to be rude…
I am just focus on my future and my thoughts are in destiny mode.
Forgive me if I don’t stop to chat about so-and-so, but I can’t afford to
disrupt my flow…
I am on a mission – speaking wealth, health, greatness, and prosper-
ity into my life.
Pardon my uncompromising behavior, each moment is critical…
I am capturing grace, favor, and blessings and my commitment is re-
lentless.
Understand me when I don’t apologize for my constant prayer and
my consistent praise…It is my Season!
Zelda Corona-Vision Represents Faith

IT'S TIME
It's time to Live my Life to the Fullest
It's time to smile and Laugh out loud often
It's time to feel and give Love to all 
It's time to Thank God for all of the above, because TOMORROW IS
NOT PROMISED 
Tara R Pulley
"Keeping it Real"

Providing the community made-from-scratch food that
is good and healthy--and at a low price--in a “feel like
home” atmosphere is the mission of Mama Nana’s Pick
Mar, located at 7276 N. Teutonia Avenue.
Helping the community from a social service aspect is

also part of Mama Nana’s mission.
They have always emphasized feed-
ing those who are hungry or thirsty. 
Even if a person only had two dol-

lars, they can still get a hot dog, po-
tato chips, a cookie, and a soda (or a
glass of water) to wash it down.
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at the food court inside the Milwau-
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its current location on Teutonia Av-
enue, where the establishment is
doing its part to give back to the
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The restaurant has sponsored a

bookbag giveaway for children in the
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They also host retirees who

worked at the old A.O. Smith to have
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every month.
Mama Nana’s serves down-home

southern style soul food that is
healthy, made without salt, just sea-
sonings that bring out the true flavor
of such soul food staples as greens,
fried, smothered or baked chicken,
chitterlings, neck bones, candied

yams, meatloaf, cornbread and mac n’ cheese to name just
a few customer favorites.
Breakfasts are also a big deal at Mama Nana’s. Buttery

grits, eggs, pork sausage, bisquits and gravy, chicken and
waffles, and salmon croquettes. 

ness Sustainability Conference on
Monday, May 2 at Manpower, 100
Manpower Way.  Registration is cur-
rently open. For more information
about Milwaukee Small Business
Week, please visit www.small-
bizweekmke.com.
For the first time Milwaukee Small

Business Week is emphasizing entre-
preneurship for former offenders by
hosting a specific workshop targeting
this population on Tuesday, May 3.
The event will feature a powerful
panel of former offenders who have
successful entrepreneurial enterprises
in Milwaukee.
Milwaukee Small Business Week

is currently accepting events from or-
ganizations that want to host events
during the week.  Events must be
submitted by April 8 to be included
on the official event calendar.  Sub-
missions are being accepted online at
www.smallbizmke.com or via email.
For sponsorship information or addi-
tional details about Milwaukee Small
Business Week, please visit
www.smallbizweekmke.com or call
414.704.9932.
This year Milwaukee Small Busi-

ness Week is powered by Insperity.
Additional sponsors include: Associ-
ated Bank, Constant Contact, Em-
ploy Milwaukee (formerly known as
MAWIB), Glorious Malone’s Fine
Sausage, Great Lakes Dragaway,
ManpowerGroup, Milwaukee
County, Milwaukee Metropolitan
Sewerage District (MMSD), Mil-
waukee Public Schools (MPS), Wis-
consin Business Development
(WBD) and Wisconsin Housing and
Economic Development Authority
(WHEDA).  Event partners include:
U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA), Center for Self Sufficiency
(CFSS), Convergence Resource Cen-
ter, Milwaukee Metropolitan Associ-
ation of Commerce (MMAC) and
WWBIC.

Milwaukee
Small
Business
Week 
(continued from page 6)

MONDAY, May 2
• Small Business Week Kick-
off News Conference 
100 Manpower Place, 
Milwaukee
7:30 a.m. 
Cost: FREE
• City of Milwaukee’s Small
Business Sustainability 
Conference 
Keynote Address from Rod-
ney Sampson from Shark Tank
Manpower Corporate 
Headquarters
100 Manpower Place, 
Milwaukee
8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Cost: FREE
TUESDAY, May 3
• The Blueprint:
Don’t Take a Job, Make a Job
Workshop for Former 
Offenders 
With Remarks from Rodney
Sampson 
Employ Milwaukee/MAWIB
2338 N 27th St, Milwaukee
7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Cost: FREE
• 2016 Breakfast of Champi-
ons honoring Cory Nettles of
Generation Growth Capital 
Hosted by African American
Chamber of Wisconsin
Pfister Hotel
7:00 a.m. 
• COSBE Spring Breakfast
Hosted by Metropolitan Milwau-
kee Association of Commerce
7:30 am 

Register at www.mmac.org 
• Consultants 
Networking Session
Hosted by The City of Milwau-
kee Office of Small Business De-
velopment and The Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District
Location To Be Announced
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Cost: FREE
WEDNESDAY, May 4
• Hmong Wisconsin Chamber
of Commerce 10th Annual
Business Awards Luncheon
Celebrate HWCC’s 10th An-
niversary. Potawatomi Bingo &
CasinoWoodland Dreams Ball-
room 1611 W. Canal Street, Mil-
waukee
• National Small Business
Week Cocktail Mixer
Casablanca
728 E Brady St, Milwaukee
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Cost: FREE
THURSDAY, MAY 5
• MKE Small Business 
Bus Tour
Hosted by WHEDA
Invitation Only
FRIDAY, May 6
• 31st Annual SBA Small Busi-
ness Awards Breakfast
Hilton Milwaukee City Center
509 West Wisconsin Ave., Mil-
waukee
7 a.m.
Cost: $50
Check website for updates. Go
to www.smallbizweekmke.com

Milwaukee Small Business Week Calendar 2016

Milwaukee Small Business Week is honored to announce Rodney Sampson (shown
above) will speak at two of this year’s event.  This will be his first time speaking in
Milwaukee.  Sampson is best known for serving as the 1st Head of Diversity at
Mark Burnett Productions, executive producers of the hit ABC show, ABC’s Shark
Tank. Sampson currently serves as Chairman at Opportunity Hub; Chief of Diversity
+ Inclusion Initiatives at TechSquare Labs; and CEO of Kingonomics. 
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