
JJOUROURNALNAL
WISC O N S I N ’ S  L A R G E S T  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  N E W S PA P E R

CCThe Milwaukee

OMMUNITYOMMUNITY
VOL. XL  Number 5 August 24, 2016 www.communityjournal.net  25 Cents BULK RATE

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
PERMIT NO. 4668

“I think people who
live in Sherman
Park area will con-
tinue to support the
businesses in the
area since they are
the ones who have
benefitted down
through the years. But with the loot-
ing of the businesses will have a huge
impact on businesses.”

Vertaree
Jenkins

“I think people will
continue to go in
that area and shop,
whether they live in
the area or not. But
people who live in
that  area will defi-
nitely continue to
shop.”

Cameron 
Radcliff

“I think the people
will continue to
shop in that area
because they, as a
whole, have not
done anything.
What should hap-
pen is they should
band together and support all the
businesses in that area.”

James N.
Williams

“I think the people
in this area will con-
tinue to shop in the
area. Some might
take their time
about coming back
to shop in the area.
But others who
don’t have transportation are going to
continue to shop where they live.”

Mary 
Henderson

PULSE OF THE 
COMMUNITY
Question and Photos by Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“Will the unrest that occurred last weekend in the Sherman Park neigh-
borhood--the burning and looting of businesses--discourage future busi-

ness development in the area? Why or why not?”

After theAfter the
Riot-Part 2Riot-Part 2
By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.
MCJ editor interviews more residents about
what happened...and why...the day after the
officer involved shooting of Sylville Smith
and the unrest that followed

(Editor’s note: In the first installment of our “First Person” report on the
day after the unrest in the Sherman Park neighborhood, we incorrectly iden-
tified Clarene Mitchell as the “Community/Public Relations director” for
Wisconsin Jobs Now. Mitchell is the “Communications/Public Relations” di-
rector for the community-based organization. We apologize to Mrs. Mitchell
for the error.)

Preface: On Sunday, August 14, the day after the police involved shoot-
ing of Sylville K. Smith that sparked rioting in the Sherman Park neigh-
borhood and saw six businesses looted, burned and destroyed, including
the BP gas station on the corner of Sherman and Burleigh, MCJ Editor
Thomas Mitchell, Jr. and his wife Clarene went to the area to offer water,
snacks and support to the residents.
It also gave Thomas Mitchell the opportunity to interview several res-
idents about what happened and what needs to be done for the neigh-
borhood, and the city’s Black community as a whole.
The following is the continuation of his interviews and observations of
that day after the “riot”—a word many thought was inappropriate given
the small area in which the “disturbance” (which many believe is more
appropriate to describe what happened) occurred.

****
After thanking Martin for her time and com-

ments, I notice a large group of adults, teenagers
and younger children gathered on a side street
between what’s left of the BP gas station and a
Red’s Snapper Seafood restaurant that miracu-
lously was untouched by the fire and smoke.
I approach two young men leaning against the wall of the Red’s Snapper

talking to other individuals about what happened Saturday night and what
might happen that evening.
After introducing myself and telling them I wouldn’t use their names in my

story, both men begin talking. One of the men said he didn’t agree with the
riot (or unrest…or disturbance as some call it) and the burning down of the
businesses (especially the gas station), but what occurred “will get greater.”
I took his use of the word “greater” to mean there would be more and larger

disturbances if nothing is done to focus attention, action and dollars on the
Sherman Park neighborhood and the Black community in general.
“If we had more jobs, better health care…we don’t have it (because) their

putting money in downtown, but not in the community,” said one of the two
“brothas.”
“It’s more about frustration,” continued the other man who was taller than

his friend and who grew up in the Sherman Park neighborhood. “The cops
have been harassing us since we were kids.
“This is minor (what occurred Saturday night),” the first man interjected.

“We could be downtown tearing their stuff up.”
“It’s a cry for attention…and a warning,” he continued. “What happened

here is no different from other cities. When it’s us against the cops…it’s frus-
tration.”
The taller man said he was speaking on behalf of the people who live in

the neighborhood like him. “It’s my neighborhood. I’m out here cleaning up
(after the night before), keeping my neighborhood clean and to instruct the
youth.”
He took exception to the criticism from some observers who have said

“some” Sherman Park residents were “burning down their own neighbor-
hood.”
“Red’s Snapper and the pasty shop are Black-owned,” he notes, adding

they and other Black owned establishment weren’t touched. “The Arabs and
Koreans suck all the money out of the community.”

(Editor’s note: It was later revealed that one of the burned businesses—a
beauty supply store—was Black owned, as reported by one of the local tele-
vision news stations.)
Saying he won’t miss the gas station, the taller man stressed they didn’t

burn down their neighborhood. “We burned down our “temptations” in the
neighborhood: The liquor store, the hair store and the gas station.”
The man said he and his peers watched their parents “bust their butts” strug-

gling and working to provide for them, only to have nothing at the end of
their working days.
As a result, he added, the youth don’t see anything to gain doing things the

way their parents did; it’s part of the frustration he noted earlier.
“There’s no hope over here. They (the youth) only know drugs, gangs,

poverty and the police brutality of the Seventh District (police station).
“When you’re so frustrated and don’t know what to do, a person will blow

their brains out ‘cause they don’t know what to do.”
“Jobs with low pay…work 40 hours and still have to decide if you’re going

(continued on page 2)
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FIRST PERSONFIRST PERSON16th Annual Fellowship Open

READY TO THROW
OUT THE FIRST
PITCH!
Retiring Milwaukee Urban League President and
CEO Ralph Hollmon holds up the baseball he
used to throw out the ceremonial first pitch be-
fore the Milwaukee Brewers took on the Col-
orado Rockies at Miller Park recently. With
Hollmon is long-time friend and Brewers Com-
munity Foundation Executive Director Cecelia
Gore.The Brewers Community Foundation is
the charitable arm of the Milwaukee Brewers
Baseball Club.--Photo by Yvonne Kemp

NBA legend Oscar
Robertson, UWM Vice-
Chancellor Joan
Prince, and BMO Har-
ris Bank Vice-Presi-
dent and Senior
Advisor Patty Cadorin
were honored for their
pursuit of excellence,
commitment to serv-
ice and philanthropy
during the 16th An-
nual Fellowship Open
held at Silver Spring
Country Club in
Menomonee Falls. As
of this year, the Fel-
lowship Open has
raised more than $1.2
million that will con-
tinue to sustain youth
programs and initia-
tives, including more
than 80 local organiza-
tions in the Milwaukee
Metropolitan area.
--Photos by Yvonne
Kemp

NBA and Milwaukee Bucks Legend Oscar Robinson, UWM Vice-Chancellor Joan Prince, and BMO Harris Bank Vice
President and Senior Advisor Patty Cadorin honored for their community service, excellence and philanthropy

Entrepreneur Cory Nettles, Oscar Robertson, artist Ammar Nsoroma, and Mayor
Tom Barrett pose with a portrait of Robertson painted by Nsoroma.

Joan Prince (far left) and Patty Cadorin (far right) pose with Nsoroma and their
respective portraits.

John Daniels, Jr. poses with Robertson and former Milwaukee
Bucks and former team General manager Wayne Embry.

Milwaukee Public
School Superintend-
ent Dr. Darrien Driver
and Mayor Barrett.

Young people representing Pathways Milwaukee, Heart of Milwaukee District-Boy Scouts of America, the Boys & Girls Club of Mil-
waukee, and Wisconsin Basketball Academy, accept awards for their respective programs. For the past 15 years, the Fellowship
open has raised more than $1.2 million in contributions to support youth programs in the Milwaukee community.
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Legendary Journalist, Black
Press Columnist George
Curry Remembered as 
Champion of Civil Rights
By Hazel Trice Edney
(TriceEdneyWire) - Renowned civil rights and Black political journalist

George E. Curry, the dean of Black press columnists because of his riveting
weekly commentary in Black newspapers across the country, is being remem-
bered this week as a legend.
Curry died suddenly of heart failure on Saturday, August 20. He was 69.
"He stood tall. He helped pave the way for other journalists of color to do

their jobs without the questions and doubts," said the Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr.
with whom Curry traveled extensively, including to the funeral of President
Nelson Mandela. "He was a proud
and tireless advocate of the Black
press, serving two tours as editor-in-
chief of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association's news serv-
ice."
Curry's fiancée Ann Ragland con-

firmed that the funeral will be held
Saturday, August 27, at 11 am at the
Weeping Mary Baptist Church, 2701
20th Street, Tuscaloosa, Ala. Rev. Al
Sharpton will give the eulogy. A
viewing on Saturday will be from
8:30-11 am.
Ragland said a viewing will also

be held on Friday evening, Aug. 26, with Rev. Jackson speaking, but the time
and venue have not been confirmed by deadline. Additional details will be
announced this week.
Having grown up in Tuscaloosa during the height of racial segregation,

Curry often said he "fled Alabama" and vowed never to return when he went
away to college. However, Ragland said he always told her to return him
home to Tuscaloosa upon his death.
Shocking rumors of his death circulated heavily in journalistic circles on

Saturday night until it was confirmed by Dr. Bernard Lafayette, MLK confi-
dant and chairman of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference shortly
before midnight.
"This is a tragic loss to the movement because George Curry was a jour-

nalist who paid special attention to civil rights because he lived it and loved
it," Lafayette told the Trice Edney News Wire through his spokesman May-
nard Eaton, SCLC national communications director.
Curry's connection to the SCLC was through his longtime childhood friend,

confidant and ally in civil rights, Dr. Charles Steele, SCLC president. Steele
and Curry grew up together in Tuscaloosa, Ala., where they played football
at Druid High School. Curry bloomed as a civil rights and sports writer as
Steele grew into a politician and civil rights leader.
"He was a pacesetter with the pen. He saw things that other people didn't

see," said Steele. "And once he saw those things, he embraced them and ex-
posed them in terms of putting information into the hands of people who
would normally be left out of the process, meaning the African-American
community."
Ragland, Curry's fiancée and closest confidant, drove him to the Washing-

ton Adventist Hospital emergency room after he called her complaining of
chest pains Saturday afternoon. He insisted that she take him instead of calling
an ambulance. 

George Curry

(continued on page 4)

After the Riot-Part 2After the Riot-Part 2
to pay rent or buy food!” the taller man continued.
As a result many youth and older residents will turn to the streets to make

ends meet, only to wind up in jail or dead. “The youth don’t fear anything,”
the tall brotha said. “These are real street n----- over here…this is a gang
neighborhood. They’re not trying to hear about turning the other cheek.”
I thank both men for talking to me and proceed to simply take in the scene

around me. There are young and old, male and female, children with their
parents milling around talking to each other, trying to short out what happened
the previous night and what to do next.
The brother and mother of Dontre Hamilton are in the crowd with other

members of the organization ‘Coalition for Justice.’ They’re talking to youth
and slightly older adults trying to make a connection with them and their
shared pain and anger at what happened the night before.
I run into state Rep. David Bowen and one of his staffers. During a brief

conversation, he says the police officers of the nearby Seventh District station
are “disconnected from the reality of life in the Sherman Park neighborhood.
As we talk, an older Black woman is holding up her Bible and walking

through the mass of people, encouraging them to get right with Jesus, to heed
His holy word and be saved. Few, if anyone is paying any attention to her. As
the tall brotha I interviewed earlier said, no one is trying to hear about “turning
the other cheek.”
I talk to a few other people I know about what happened and what might

happen that Sunday evening. There is mention of Milwaukee County Sheriff
David Clarke calling Gov. Scott Walker and requesting he send in the state
National Guard to assist the Milwaukee police and County Sheriff deputies.
Though the Guard is put on stand-by status, they are not used. The MPD

and Sheriff’s department work in concert (much to the chagrin of the sheriff
no doubt) in keeping things quiet and relatively peaceful, though there were
numerous arrests made that Sunday evening.
But there is no more burning of businesses. No shots fired by either side.

A curfew is put in place for the Sherman Park neighborhood starting at 10
p.m. and Sherman Park, starting at 6 p.m. Though the curfew for the neigh-
borhood is lifted, the park curfew, as of this writing, is still in affect…com-
pliments of the sheriff.
An older, angry Black man is exhorting the crowd to “get mad!” to not be

afraid of the police watching over the remains of the gas station (actually,
they were guarding the safe that was among the rubble. The gas station owner
and his sons retrieved it on Monday, loading it in a van…with the help of a
reporter and cameraman from one of the local television stations).
Said the angry elder: “It’s said they put (Native American) Indians on reser-

vations ‘cause they didn’t get mad!”
The elder was also critical of individuals who gathered in a prayer circle to

pray for peace and the neighborhood’s residents.
“Get up off your knees and start doing something,” he shouted in the di-

rection of the prayer circle. “It makes no sense trying to be quiet and nice.”
I note a sizable contingence of White people in attendance. Some were

there individually, others with their families. They talk with Black residents
they seem to know about what happened. Some are with their children.
I introduce myself to a young White male (who I will identify only as

“D.W.”) who is a member of a prayer ministry team for a community-based
ministry located on 30th and Chambers.
D.W. said he’s been in the community doing outreach since 2012 trying to

fulfill the spiritual and physical needs of the community.
He stressed he didn’t come with any agenda, but only to listen to what

members of the community had to say. He had been invited by a friend in a
Bible study group to the Sherman park area to see what was going on.

D.W. said his mother’s side of the family grew up in the Sherman Park
area. For a while his parents lived in the area of 50th and Burleigh before his
dad moved the family further northwest to Wauwatosa.
D.W. said he’s overheard Black people in the crowd mumbling that the

White folks will go back to the suburbs later that evening. “But I’m here every
week. I’m not afraid. This (outreach) is what I do as an individual.”
D.W. was cautious with his words, wanting to know what I thought of the

incident that lead to Saturday night’s “unrest” and what was going on around
us that moment.
He admitted there is fear in the White community and that a lot of people

(Black and White I assume) want reconciliation.
When I questioned him further on his thoughts, he would only say it was

wrong to judge an entire group (of people I assumed) over one individual.
(Perhaps he was referring to some White people’s prejudicial views of

Black people; that they judge the behavior of many by the actions of the few.)
“The policemen didn’t know his motivation,” D.W. said.
I assume he was talking about Sylville Smith and his “motivation” to be in

the situation he found himself in before being shot by a Milwaukee police of-
ficer (who is Black).
“Good thing about America is you’re innocent until proven guilty.”
Was D.W. talking about the officer when he said that, or Smith? I don’t

know and didn’t ask. I simply thanked D.W. for his time and walked away.

(continued from page 1)

Cars pass the burning O’Reilly auto parts store on the night of
the unrest. The O’Reiliy’s was one of several businesses in the
Sherman Park area to be burned down and or looted. (Photo
courtesy of Ch. 58 News)

“The youth don’t fear
anything...These are real street
n----- over here…this is a gang
neighborhood. They’re not trying
to hear about turning the other
cheek.”
--One of the residents of the Sherman Park
neighborhood the day after the unrest



I’m checking in again because
Hillary Clinton is still working on
achieving her nationwide voter mo-
bilization goal to sign up 3 million
Americans to register or commit to
vote. It’s huge! And if you agree,
I’m here to help. 
Since I started on the ground here

in Milwaukee for the Democratic
Party of Wisconsin, I’ve been eating,
sleeping, and breathing voter engage-

ment. I’m passionate about getting
Wisconsinites to talk to their neigh-
bors about the clear choice in this
election and making sure they com-
mit to vote this November. That's
why I'm so excited that Democrats
across the country will be talking to
their neighbors about Hillary Clin-
ton's belief that we are stronger to-
gether.
We know that as Democrats, when

more people participate, we win.
Hillary believes we can either

come together to tackle the big chal-
lenges facing the country or let Don-
ald Trump keep tearing us apart with
his divisive rhetoric and dangerous

ideas. 
Donald Trump has shown that he

is temperamentally unfit and unqual-
ified to be president. He will tear this
country apart and do serious harm to
our security and our economy. At a
time when Americans are looking for
a president who can bring people to-
gether, Donald Trump has done noth-
ing but divide us, tearing people
down with hateful rhetoric, bigoted
policy proposals and bullying and de-
meaning anyone who disagrees with
him.
Donald Trump asked us this week

what we had to lose by voting for
him. I say, quite a bit.
Now more than ever it’s important

that we continue engaging our com-
munities in the electoral process. 
Your voice is your vote. We have

to make sure that in this election, we
say loud and clear that Donald Trump
is not qualified to be our president,
that he is not a role model for our
kids. 
This is the most important election

of our lifetime and the stakes could
not be higher. We must make sure
that our community registers, turns
out, and votes.
To accomplish this 3 million goal,

we need your help. We need you to
step up and speak out. Stop by our
office at 2701 N Dr Martin Luther
King Jr Drive in Milwaukee or go
online and find out about upcoming
events at HillaryClinton.com/Wis-
consin. 
Come help us communicate the

importance of this election our neigh-
bors. Help us make sure everyone
has the information they need to vote
on November 7. 
We won’t get to 3 million alone - I

need you in this effort. Wisconsin
needs you. Let’s get every soul to the
polls this year to make sure Hillary
Clinton is our next president.
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The Hard Lesson
of Republican
Education Cuts
By Urban Media Staff
A good public education is the key to building a suc-

cessful and prosperous life for our children, our grand-
children and people across our community.
Despite this, Gov. Scott Walker and the Republicans

who control our state legislature have put the education
funds of our neighborhoods on the chopping block. Not
only have they attacked teachers who serve our kids, but
also they have stolen money from our schools to give to
millionaires, billionaires, corporations and privatized, un-
accountable schools.
The Republicans have already slashed $1 billion from

our public schools at the while giving out a tax break that
hands millionaires $150 million every year. 
Even worse, they have placed our public school stu-

dents at risk in order to advance their extreme right wing
agenda and please their biggest donors, who want to see
our public schools fail. 
They’re willing to rig the system and sacrifice our chil-

dren’s futures to get what they want. They attack our pub-
lic schools even though when public schools and
taxpayer-funded private operations are compared equally,
public schools win the comparison.

Private schools in the voucher program in Wisconsin
will receive hundreds of millions of dollars from state
taxpayers this school year. 
Yet they remain exempt from many of the performance

and safety standards we put on public schools -- even
after studies showing lackluster performance and news
reports of questionable uses of public funds.
Instead of cracking down on subpar schools with fair

accountability measures and standards, state Republicans
are locking us into a system in which students that are in
private voucher schools declared to be “chronically fail-
ing” can continue to use taxpayer funded vouchers to at-
tend these schools.
The issue here isn’t the availability of better choices

for students in Milwaukee. The issue is ensuring those
better seeming options actually are better.
It is just common sense to require the people entrusted

with educating the children at private voucher schools re-
ceiving tax dollars to be qualified, licensed professionals.
After all, that’s what the law currently requires of our
public schools. But that’s not currently the case for
voucher schools. And Republicans don’t care.
But that’s because of the political clout wielded by the

school privatizers in Wisconsin.
Gov. Walker’s campaign chair runs an $800 million

right wing funding machine which has invested $100 mil-
lion in propaganda attacking our public schools. The
American Federation for Children, a front group overseen
by former Republican Assembly Speaker Scott Jensen,
has publicly bragged of pouring massive amounts of cam-
paign cash to elect sympathetic legislators. And out-of-

As more and more of our brothers are taken away each
day to prison or are murdered in our city’s streets, I am
now forced to face the pain of so many families who have
lost loved ones to violence. It is indescribable the pain
one experiences when a loved one is taken away.But just
as great is the pain of the family of the person who took
your loved one’s life. There loved one, though not dead
in the literal sense, is “dead” from the standpoint that their
opportunities and freedom will be stripped away. 
I’ve sat and listened during vigils where everyone

prays openly and plead for calm and peace. But some-
thing more must be done than simply praying and plead-
ing for peace. Something must be done to help our youth
to avoid violence --as either victim or perpetrator--so they
can see their dreams come to fruition.
Unfortunately my pleas to young people who have lost

loved ones to violence is drowned out by their cries for
revenge. I spend so much time explaining to them that re-
venge is not sweet because retaliation never allows room
for healing, thus the cycle of pain just repeats itself.
The arrow on my emotional meter is now in the anger

range. My anger is up because so many of these individ-
uals who have died or are now incarcerated were right in
our midst, in our presence, in our grips. 

How were so many of them able to just slip through
our fingers? Why is our purpose just to please the fun-
ders? Why are our children dying without there being the
same outrage we feel when a police officer is doing the
killing?  I am scheduled for three funerals and yesterday
the count went to four. I don’t think I can’t do too many
more.
Wow, when you do the work I've done and do, tragedy

always seems close at hand. But when tragedy knocks on
your door, as it has done mine, nothing can prepare you
for the sense of loss that washes over you.
My recent personal loss has only made me renew my

determination to work even harder, especially for you
grandson; so that you can remain that positive brother
who has now learned the hard way that only we can save
ourselves if we only trust one another and come together
in true unity.
At this moment however, unity and trust sound more

like slogans that don’t match up to our work on the streets
trying to end this violence.
But I can’t succumb to doubt, anger, and apathy. Now

is the time to answer the call!
Torre M Johnson Sr.
XMEN UNITED

   

Poltitical leaders and community
thought leaders must create an 
action plan to heal a fractured
and oppressed community
In our editorial last week
on solutions to the myriad
of problems that sparked
the Sherman Park ‘civil dis-
turbances’ of two weeks ago, we neglected to note one important measure leading to
true and impactful change: the need for a Black political caucus to lead the effort to our
community agenda.
Call it a “Unity Caucus,” if you will, but we’re not talking about another fraternal social
club, or a do-nothing committee to ‘study’ the problems.  We specifically are calling for
a caucus to carry out an agenda to be designed by community leaders.  A caucus that
will put their political rhetoric aside, and instead identifying problems, and provide the
means and strategies to carry out solutions
To do this, our political leaders must put aside special interests and partisan bickering
and focus solely on the needs of the Black community. 
Associate publisher Mikel Holt is fond of saying (sarcastically), that Black people
elect or select political leaders based on their ability to articulate problems, instead of
offering solutions.  There’s truth in that assessment, but there is also truth in the real-
ization that we put hope in our politicians to do what’s best, to grow into their roles and
be our liaisons to government, our lawmakers and our solution finders.
We don’t expect our political leaders to have all of the solutions, and thus we suggest
the first order of business for the caucus will be to illicit information and ideas from
Black community thought leaders—who are in the C-suites and on the streets—from
which specific remedies are created to address specific problems such as:
• Economics/business development
• Providing mechanisms though which absentee ‘fathers’ can be enticed to assume
their responsibility as parents.
• Emphasizing the importance of two parent nuclear families (which we know will
touch off a firestorm of controversy in our community, but we must address the prob-
lem of homes without a husband and/or father because they have been replaced by
Uncle Sam).
• Breaking the cycle of welfare (see reference to Uncle Sam). As Nation of Islam
leader, Min. Louis Farrakhan once said, “welfare spelled backwards is “Fare well” to in-
dependence and human dignity--- control of your household, family, neighborhood and
community.
• Reducing violence/crime. 
• Programs for youth, including creation of a new PAL center that will incorporate the
TABS program.  The center could be housed in a vacant MPS building and provide
other youth serving programs.
No one solution will break the cycle of poverty that grips Black Milwaukee—and
Black America in general for that matter—but solutions grouped together and ad-
vanced can at least begin to solve the problem of poverty and its offspring: Single par-
ent families, poor educational outcomes, crime, incarceration, and poor health.
The time is ripe for action in creating the caucus and intiating an action plan to heal a
fractured and oppressed community. 

MCJ EDITORIALMCJ EDITORIAL

Pushing through the grief to
continue the work towards
peace and unity

Milwaukee, are you 
registered to vote?
By Searcy Williams 
Democratic Party of 
Wisconsin regional 
organizing director 

(continued on page 8)

If you’re waiting for the wealth 
disparity between Blacks and
Whites to change anytime soon,
you have a looooooong wait!
A new study provides a

timetable for when Black Ameri-
cans will reach economic parity
with White America.
Unfortunately, you won’t live

to see that day. Nor will your
children. Or their children. Or
theirs.
According to the new report, it

will take 228 years for a Black
family to accumulate the same
wealth as a White family, and that is if the “average Black
family” wealth continues to grow at the same pace it has
over the past 30 years.
Yes, you read that correctly. It will take us two and a

quarter centuries to catch up to our White counterparts.
That’s 83,220 days or 11,856 weeks, whichever calcula-
tion rocks your boat.
The report, “The Ever-Growing Gap: Without Change,

African-American and Latino Families Won’t Match
White Wealth for Centuries,” provides an eye-opening
analysis of where Black and Hispanic Americans are on
the economic ladder as compared to White America.
Our situation is not by happenstance. Institutional

racism was a defining factor in creating the wealth gap,
but so was a desire by the few to control the resources of
the many.
Like it or not, that’s the essence of capitalism, the eco-

nomic system that undergirds our experiment in democ-
racy, and brought us slavery, apartheid and a permanent
underclass.
It is the system that has resulted in less than one percent

of the population controlling most of the country’s
wealth.

In an article published by Diversity Inc., the author of
the report, Chuck Collins, said Black America would
reach economic parity with White America, “if we stay
on the current trajectory, with modest gains in average
Black wealth, we (Black America) will not attain racial
wealth parity (for 228 years).
“Wealth is a multi-generational measure of well being,”

he explained. “Wealth, what you own minus what you
owe, is where the past shows up in the present—where
the legacy of racial discrimination in wealth building is
reflected in people’s bank accounts.”
Using data from the Federal Reserve’s Survey of Con-

sumer Finances, the investigators analyzed wealth accu-
mulated data and trends during a 30-year period, from
1983-2013.
The analysis provides projections about trends during

the next three decades.
Interestingly, the report surmises that Hispanic families

will accrue wealth equal to Whites in about 84 years.
That’s not surprising given that the federal data does

not include the financial status of illegal aliens, but does
factor in people who speak Spanish as a first or second

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

(continued on page 8)
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Families served by:
Northwest Funeral Chapel

O’Bee, Ford & Frazier

Quality Service...
a tenured tradition

sincere concern at your time of need.
Offering pre-need, at need and
after-care services to families in

Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha
and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

J.C. Frazier, Funeral DirectorEarnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400
Fax: (262) 637-6416

New Direct Response TV
ads aim to engage a 
diverse and inclusive 
audience with UNICEF’s
lifesaving programs for
children around the
world 
(Black PR Wire) New York  – The

Church of God in Christ (COGIC)
and the U.S. Fund for UNICEF have
developed and produced two new Di-
rect Response TV (DRTV) spots with
both Bishop P.A. Brooks and his
daughter, Evangelist Faithe Brooks.
Bishop Brooks is the First Assistant
Presiding Bishop of COGIC and
Evangelist Faithe Brooks is a noted
Evangelist who has performed as
singer and lecturer around the world
in regard to the teachings of Christi-
anity. The new DRTV ads will air
every Sunday on the Word Net-
workat 3:00 p.m. (EST) through to at
least the end of the year.
The DRTV campaign is part of an

ongoing partnership between the
U.S. Fund for UNICEF and COGIC,
which aims to engage faith-based
communities to support UNICEF’s
lifesaving work on behalf of the
world’s most vulnerable children. In
2015 the joint campaign, I AM
#STOPPINGEBOLA raised
$100,000 in support of UNICEF’s
work to halt the spread of Ebola in
Liberia. 
“We are thrilled to launch this new

production endeavor with COGIC,

who have proven to be a great partner
over the years,” said Caryl M. Stern,
president and CEO of the U.S. Fund
for UNICEF. “COGIC has stepped
up every time we have reached out to
them, providing support for
UNICEF’s water and sanitation, nu-
trition, health, education, and protec-
tion programs for children around the
world.”
“We are more than enthused to

have partnered with the U.S. Fund
for UNICEF to support UNICEF
programs on the frontlines to combat
many health and social related issues
in the heart of the most vulnerable
communities around the globe. Al-
though the black church has been
working in places like Africa since
the early 1900’s, having the relation-
ship with UNICEF only enhances
our distinctive ability to expand our
missions to an unparalleled level of
expertise,” states Bishop Brooks,
First Assistant Presiding Bishop of
COGIC.  “We encourage everyone to
watch our new program on every
Sunday on the Word Networkat 3:00
p.m. (EST) to see the new DRTV
spots that both my daughter and I are
very thrilled to participate in and sup-
port.”
The DRTV spots were shot on lo-

cation in Detroit at Bishop Brooks’
home based church. The Bishop is a
member of a Faith-Based Leadership
Consortium, which was formed in
2014 to assist the U.S. Fund for
UNICEF in spreading its brand pres-
ence and mission to a more diverse

& inclusive audience around the U.S.
Through this unique partnership with
the Consortium, The U.S. Fund for
UNICEF has not only raised over
$100,000, but has garnered a greater
respect for UNICEF’s mission with
the ever growing minority popula-
tion.
“We are honored that Bishop

Brooks and his daughter Faithe are
helping the U.S. Fund for UNICEF
reach new audiences in the African-
American community that includes
not only faith-based organizations,
but other key membership groups
and associations,” said Edward G.
Lloyd, Chief Operating Officer and
Chief Financial Officer of the U.S.
Fund for UNICEF. “We hope that
through this collaboration we can
connect members of the African-
American community with
UNICEF’s work on behalf of the
world’s most vulnerable children.”
Members of the Faith-Based Lead-

ership Consortium include Dr. Calvin
Butts, the Pastor of the Abyssinian
Baptist Church in the City of New
York and the President of the State
University of New York College at
Old Westbury; Dr. Williams B.
Moore Chairman, Chair of the For-
eign Relations Committee, National
Baptist Convention, USA; Dr. James
C Perkins, 20th President of the Pro-
gressive National Baptist Conven-
tion, Inc.; and Bishop P.A. Brooks,
First Assistant Presiding Bishop on
the presidium of the Church Of God
In Christ, Inc.

RELIGIONRELIGION

Legendary journalist, Black Press
Columnist George Curry, passes
She said he remained conscience throughout the car-

diac tests and the doctor assured her he would be fine.
But his heart took a sudden turn. She said the doctor tried
to explain to her that the turn was totally unexpected. "He
said, 'He was okay, but then his heart just stopped.'"
Curry's closest colleagues knew and respected him for

his journalism and his demand for excellence, which was
sometimes expressed in a no nonsense, drill sergeant style
of communicating. But, Ragland said the one thing that
most people don't know is "how, even though he was so
brash sometimes, how compassionate he was for other
people."
She gave an example of his being at a recent doctor's

appointment and meeting an older man who was having
difficulty walking. She said Curry not only helped the
man along but bought him lunch.
Curry began his journalism career at Sports Illustrated,

the St. Louis Post Dispatch, and then the Chicago Trib-
une. 
But he is most revered for his editorship of the award-

winning former Emerge Magazine and more recently for
his work as editor-in-chief of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association from 2001-2007 at NNPA offices
located at Howard University. He returned to leadership
of the NNPA News Service in 2012 until last year when
he left amidst budgetary issues.
"It's hard to believe that George Curry, a giant in the

journalism profession is no longer with us. The news of
George's death leaves a tremendous void that will be dif-
ficult to fill," said NNPA Chairwoman Denise Rolark
Barnes, publisher of the Washington Informer. 
"George's uncompromising journalistic leadership de-

livered on Emerge's promise to deliver edgy, hard-hitting,
intellectual, well-written and thoroughly researched con-
tent that attracted national attention and left an indelible
mark on the lives of many."
Barnes added, "I was honored to carry George's weekly

column in the Washington Informer and to work with him
as he served as editor-in-chief of the NNPA News Wire.
George provided so much of his time, energy, wisdom
and incredible journalistic genius to the Black Press. 
His work will stand as a lasting legacy of journalist ex-

cellence and integrity of which all of us in the Black Press
and in the journalistic field at large can field extremely
proud."
Jake Oliver, publisher and chairman of the Baltimore-

based Afro American Newspapers, who first hired Curry
as NNPA editor-in-chief, recalled their long friendship.
"I'm in total shock. I've lost a very close, dear friend,"

Oliver said. "I hired him at the NNPA at the turn of the
century and even before then we worked remotely on var-
ious issues that we had the same point of view about.
George was a journalist par excellence...He spent a lot of
time at his craft and perfected it at a high level. And as a
result, he was able to generate national and indeed, inter-
national respect," Oliver said.
"There was so much that he gave to the Black Press

and the gifts that he's left us are enormous."
The name, George Curry, is as prominent among civil

rights circles as among journalists. He did weekly com-
mentary on the radio show of the Rev. Al Sharpton. Curry
had appeared on the show on Friday, the day before his
death.

"When I started my daily radio show 10 years ago, I
asked him to close the final hour every week on Friday,"
Sharpton recalls. 
"About a month ago, he went away for two weeks. He

came back last Friday. We teased him [saying] he had
rarely missed a Friday. We talked about the elections and
everything and the next day he died, which was shocking
to me."
Sharpton said Curry's legacy "is integrity, is boldness,

is holding people - including Black leaders that were his
friends - accountable. And defending us when we de-
served it."
Sharpton concluded, "George was probably the ulti-

mate journalist and the epitome of a Black journalist. He
held us all accountable as he also told our story with no
fear and no concern about his own career. He was a man
of supreme integrity and boldness that I don't know if I've
met anyone that came close."
Curry's reputation was broad and highly esteemed.

Democratic Presidential nominee Hillary Clinton also is-
sued a statement upon his death.
"George E. Curry was a pioneering journalist, a tireless

crusader for justice, and a true agent of change," Clinton
wrote. 
"With quality reporting, creativity, and skillful persua-

sion he influenced countless people, including me, to
think beyond their narrow experience and expand their
understanding. George may be gone, but he will not be
forgotten."
Congressional Black Caucus Chairman G. K. Butter-

field (D-N.C.), wrote: "George E. Curry was a giant in
journalism and he stood on the front lines of the Civil
Rights era and used his voice to tell our stories when oth-
ers would not."
When he died he was raising money to fully fund

Emerge News Online, a digital version of the former
paper magazine. He had also continued to independently
distribute his weekly column to Black newspapers.
In 2003, he was named Journalist of the Year by the

National Association of Black Journalists for his work as
editor-in-chief of the NNPA News Service and Black-
PressUSA.com, NNPA's public news website.
"I am heartbroken to learn that Mr. George Curry has

passed. He has been a beacon for so many and a pivotal
voice among Black publishers. His strength and pursuit
for the truth will carry on in the lives he touched," said
NABJ President Sarah Glover in a statement this week.
The NABJ release also recalled Curry's love for work-

ing with students and future journalists.
It quotes Neil Foote, a friend of Curry's and president

of the National Black Public Relations Society, saying,
"George has made so many contributions to journalism -
from the high school journalism workshops to his pas-
sionate fight for the black press. There's a generation of
journalists - including me - who are grateful to have had
the chance to know him."
Curry was working to revive Emerge as an online pub-

lication at the time of his death. The NABJ statement
quotes TV-ONE host Roland S. Martin, a friend, col-
league and fellow columnist, who honored Curry during
his NewsOne Now television and radio shows this week:
"He was still fighting to revive that magazine until his
last moment on earth...George Curry died with his boots
on, still fighting."

(continued from page 2)

Church of God in Christ and the U.S.
Fund for UNICEF Launch New 
Initiative as Part of Ongoing Partnership Americans have been believ-

ing in God less and less in re-
cent months, and new research
is shedding light on why that
may be.
According to a survey con-

ducted by the Pew Research
Center as part of a broader Re-
ligious Landscape Study, 78
percent of people who do not
identify with any religious
group were raised in a faith sys-
tem and then left as adults.
Further, about half of those

people said that a lack of belief
caused them to leave their faith,
citing, among other things, "sci-
ence" and "lack of evidence" as
reasons for this skepticism.
"I'm doing a lot more learn-

ing, studying, and kind of mak-
ing decisions myself rather than
listening to someone else," one
respondent explained in the sur-
vey.
About 20 percent of people

who left their childhood faith
oppose organized religion gen-
erally. "I think that more harm
has been done in the name of re-
ligion than any other area," one
respondent said. "I think reli-
gion is not a religion anymore.
It's a business... it's all about
money," said another.
Another 18 percent said they

were religiously unsure, mean-
ing that they had some connec-
tion to religion or spirituality
but didn't identify with any par-
ticular religious group. One par-

ticipant explained: "Right now
I'm kind of leaning towards
spirituality, but I'm not too sure.
I know I can pray to my God
anywhere. I do believe in a
higher power, but I don't need a
church to do that."
Yet another 10 percent said

they "didn't have time to go to
church" or "participate in any of
the rituals of the church." These
respondents were classified as
"inactive": that they may hold
certain beliefs, but that they do
not currently practice religion.

The praise dancers recently performed at the Commu-
nity Festival of Faith gathering at St. Matthew CME
Church on 9th Street, just off of Locust. The event was
hosted by St. Matthew’s Men’s Support Ministry.
(Photo by Yvonne Kemp)

More Americans Are Turning Their
Backs on Religion, and Here's Why
Over 75 percent of Americans who don't identify with a faith system grew up with reli-
gion, a new study says
Article by 
Rachel Dicker
Assoc. Ed. Social Media U.S.
News and World Report

In Praise of the Lord!
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Project Hope Inc.
to hold first annual
cars, bikes and 
cigars show and
fundraiser
Project Hope Inc., will have its First Annual Cars,

Bikes and Cigars show on Sunday, September 11, 2016
at Garfield’s 502, 502 West Garfield Avenue from 1 p.m.
to 6 p.m. 
All proceeds will go towards purchasing a handicapped

accessible van for Project Hope’s residents.

During the event, trophies will be awarded in the fol-
lowing categories: (1) old school cars; (2) new school car;
(3) sports car; (4) vintage car; and, (5) bike (motorcycle).
There is no admission charge. There will be free food and
drinks.
Project Hope, Inc. is committed to providing high qual-

ity living options to young adults who are non-ambula-
tory toward the goal of increasing their ability to live in
the least restrictive environment while simultaneously en-
gaging residents in community experiences that will lead
to them maximizing their potential. 
The purchase of a handicapped accessible van will in-

crease community engagement opportunities for the res-
idents of Project Hope, Inc. A non-profit, 501(c)3
organization, all donations are tax deductible.
For more information, contact Dr. Hendricks-Williams

at 414.758.3539 or email project.hope.inc-
.mke@gmail.com.

Contractor Fair Opens The
Doors To Doing Business
With The Housing Authority
Business representatives from a wide variety of trades attended a Housing

Authority of the City of Milwaukee (HACM) contractor fair on August 17 to
learn about doing business with HACM and an expected $200 million of up-
coming contracting opportunities. The event was held in downtown Milwaukee
at ManpowerGroup headquarters.
Mayor Tom Barrett thanked contractors for attending, saying, “It’s important

for you to be here, because we need businesses and people from the City of
Milwaukee to build the future of the city.”
Attendees were able to meet directly with HACM staff and to learn about

programs that build the capacity of businesses, including minority and women-
owned businesses and businesses that employ low-income, local workers.
“We have major new construction activity on the horizon, and we want to

ensure that Milwaukee contractors of all kinds are ready for these business
growth opportunities,” said Tony Pérez, HACM Secretary-Executive Director.
“We thank ManpowerGroup for providing an outstanding venue to foster busi-
ness connections that will have a significant economic impact on the City of
Milwaukee.”
The upcoming work will include new construction of hundreds of homes as

the Westlawn public housing neighborhood undergoes revitalization through
the Milwaukee’s Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan. HACM’s con-
tracting opportunities also include ongoing maintenance contracts, such as land-
scaping and snow removal at HACM’s many properties city-wide.
The event also featured a presentation by the U.S. Department of Housing

and Urban Development’s Jerome Van Epps on the national Section 3 Business
Registry, which helps to connect public housing authorities and other agencies
to contractors that substantially employ low-income, local residents.
Attendees had the opportunity to utilize several on-site computers to sign up

for both the national Section 3 business registry and the Milwaukee-based reg-
istry managed by the City of Milwaukee’s Office of Small Business Develop-
ment in conjunction with HACM. By self-certifying as Section 3 in the
registries, contractors receive notifications of bid opportunities for which they
may receive preference.
Two attendees brought different perspectives to their visits. Luis Lugo, of

Power Contractors, explained that he continues to work with HACM after many
years because the organization continually creates good work environments
and is made up of good, easy-to-work-with people. 
A friend of his, Joseph Tubens of ST Contractors LLC, who does not have a

current contract, wanted to learn more about how to get started with HACM,
saying, “I want to create a better future and find good work for my guys.”
Contractors can learn more about doing business with HACM and sign up for
bid notices at www.hacm.org/business.

Bad Debt is
Bad Business
There's nothing I love to do more

than work with entrepreneurs to
make money. There's an old saying
that goes-it takes money to make
money. I had a client named Joe who
found this out the hard way. Joe had
bad credit. 
He had credit card debt, payday

loans and many other assorted bills
that he simply couldn't afford. Joe
was an entrepreneur. He was a smart
handyman and the kind of guy that
would give you the shirt off of his
own back. 
Joe came to me and asked if I

could help him start his business. He
wanted to start up a handyman type

home repair business. Joe had
learned how to make some money
doing home repairs and he was ready
to take his hustle to the next level. He
needed money for a vehicle, tools
and marketing material.
Joe didn't have friends or family in

a position to lend him the money and
his credit was poor. The issue wasn't
the fact that Joe didn't have money.
The issue was the fact that he could-
n't get any money. 
At least not the amount of money

he needed to support his family and
start up his business. Joe needed a
small loan from a bank. Don't worry,
this story has a happy ending but it
took a little work.
Before I could help Joe start his

business, Joe had to rebuild his
credit. He had to stop piling on new
debt. 

He had to make a budget and stick
to it. He worked with the Wisconsin
Debt Clinic to stop debt collectors
and pay off his payday loans with
zero interest and on his terms. Lastly,
he had to stick with his plan and re-
main positive.

In a little over a year, Joe was able
to clean up his credit and pay down
his debt with terms he negotiated. He
received the loan he needed from a
local savings and loan establishment.
He is in the process of starting his
own home repair business here in
Milwaukee. I’m proud to help him
with his sales and marketing plan.
Joe will be a success story because he
always believed he would. He got out
of debt and used money to turn his
life around. So can you.
Antoine Miller is Founder of 99

SALES iDEAS for Business Devel-
opment. Miller is excited to help
business owners sell more of their
products and services. Contact
Miller at 414-219-1989 or
amiller@99salesideas.com with
your sales and marketing or busi-
ness startup questions.

Antoine Miller

Finding a balance to
achieve your goals is
what any financial 
professional should 
discuss with you
By Charlotte Ghazarian
Trident Financial
Many people want to know the

secret to financial success.
Whether they should be saving
more, protecting more, investing
more, spending less… everyone
wants a magic bullet to set them
on the road to financial success.
The hard part is- I can’t give that
to them.
At Thrivent Financial, we be-

lieve the key is to have discus-
sions with your family and loved

ones about what priorities are
most important to you. Our mem-
bers come to us around a shared
goal of being wise with money
and living generously and we aim
to help them live this every day in
their lives. 
Whether it’s saving for a child’s

college, supporting a favorite
charity, building retirement strate-
gies or a combination of all of
those and more. Each financial
strategy should be driven by one
person. You.
With our members in the dri-

ver’s seat we offer guidance
based on sound and timeless prin-
ciples.
• Spend less than you earn.
This is critical. No one can live

beyond their means forever and

all bills- credit card, mortgage,
home equity loans and others-
eventually come due. Being wise
with money means having the
ability to be prudent with the re-
sources you already earn.
• Be wise with debt.
Debt isn’t something to be

avoided at all costs. Some debt
can be very healthy and a way to
broaden and strengthen your fu-
ture- both inside and outside your
financial picture. 
Mortgages, student loans and

car loans can all be entered into
and can be a part of a healthy fi-
nancial strategy- they just need to
be managed carefully and effec-
tively. 
• Protect against setbacks.
Even the best of financial

strategies can be derailed by a
sudden accident or death if not
properly protected. 
Life insurance, disability insur-

ance, long-term care insurance
can all work as protection against
the worst, should it happen, and
help ensure that you and your
family are taken care of and
you’re not leaving others with
bills or burdens that can be pro-
tected against.
• Have a short term- and long

Job & Informational Session for Construction
Jobs on New Pete’s Fruit Market in Bronzeville
Job & Informational Session for Construction Jobs on

New Pete’s Fruit Market in Bronzeville
Pete’s Fruit Market is adding a new location of its

full service grocery store to the Bronzeville community
on the corner of Martin Luther King Jr., Dr. and North
Ave. Pete’s is looking for community members who are
interested in learning more about work on the new de-
velopment. 

Hosted by Pete’s Fruit Market, Vangard Group and
JCP Construction, a Job & Informational Session will
be held on Tuesday, August 30 from 11:00am – 1:00pm
at the YWCA Southeast Wisconsin, 1915 N. Dr. Martin
Luther King.
Individuals interested in becoming a laborer appren-

tice, carpenter apprentice, carpenter helper or other
skilled construction trades are encouraged to attend. 

The most important financial guide- YOU!

(continued on page 11)



“Easy Living”
ALIVE
It is a good thing that I wake up
each day, in spite of life’s problems.
How wonderful it is that I have full
capacity of my five senses.
Most blessed am I that I have a real
relationship with God, daily 24-7-
365 not just on Sunday.
I have my health… for what is
wealth to enjoy without good
health?
I know that my life is what I make it,
so I choose to make it the greatest
life I can each day.
How great it is be alive!
Sonya M. Bowman
“It Is What It Is”

GOD’S PROMISE
Abundance of internal hap-
piness
Wealth of peaceful spirit
Profusion of Endless vision
Rich in progressive action
Plenty of uncontrollable
laughter
Endless amounts of faith
Lavished in prayer and
order
Free to be free
Zelda Corona
Vision Represents Faith!

Harry & Peg Bradley's Backyard Barbecue is this Thursday
Preparations for our 5th annual fundraiser have kicked into high gear and we need to know you'll be there! Lawn

games have been procured, auction items are up on the website, and the forecast shows clear skies with highs around
77 degrees -- perfect for an evening in the garden. 
Don't miss out: click here to get your tickets now, or order by phone at 414-446-8794. A limited number of VIP ta-

bles are available for purchase by phone at 414-446-8794. For more information, visit http://www.lyndensculpture-
garden.org/bbq. 
All proceeds from the event fund our education programs, making them accessible to children from the northwest

side to Watertown, from Sheboygan to Racine. For more information on our education programs, visit http://www.lyn-
densculpturegarden.org/education.
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state millionaire and billionaires, including heirs to theWal-Mart andAmway
fortunes, have consistently made large campaign contributions directly to
voucher friendly Republican elected officials.
Scott Walker has gotten $2 million alone in contribution to his political

campaign account from school privatization supporters.
It is important that we set expectations for the quality of education our kids

receive in the schools that we pay for. It is reasonable to expect consequences
if expectations are not met. Unfortunately the efforts of Walker and his Re-
publicans fall woefully short of protecting our children and tax dollars, instead
putting ideology and political payback before helping our schools be the best
that they can be.

(continued from page 3)

The Hard Lesson
of Republican 
Education Cuts

language. That means, I assume,
Whites with Spanish surnames and
the ability to avoid discrimination as
a result of their appearance and artic-
ulation.
That is in sharp contrast to projec-

tions for Black America, particularly
given that White wealth has grown
by 84% over the last three decades,
which is three times the rate of
growth for African American fami-
lies.
Put into numbers even Donald

Trump (who thinks he is going to get
27% of the Black vote) can under-
stand; while White households aver-
age wealth will increase $18,000
during the next 30 years, Black
households will see an increase of
only $750.
White households have an average

wealth of $656,000, compared to
Latinos, $98,000, and Black house-
holds, $85,000, Collins revealed.
So, what will the economic dispar-

ity picture look like in 2043 when it
is projected that America will be-
come a majority minority country?
The report theorizes the gap be-

tween White and Black wealth will
have doubled!
Black wealth in 2043 will average

$107,950 and Latino wealth is esti-
mated to be $165,620. The average
wealth of White families will be
$850,030.
And we’re not talking about the

handful of White basketball players
either. The report is talking about the
Whites who barricade their suburban
communities to stop the spill over of
crime, and the folks who listen to
Charlie Sykes on the radio.
In the Diversity Inc., article,

Collins called that disparity a
“human and policy created disaster.”
He also pointed a finger at political

decisions—or indecisions—that fa-
cilitated the disparity.
Housing policies in the 1940s were

orchestrated to widen the economic
gap between White and minority
households. But it wasn’t entirely
racial, as the policies also benefitted
the wealthiest at the expense (no pun
intended) of the poor.
If you don’t know, one of the most

significant wealth building invest-
ments a person can make is home-
ownership. If you recall our local
history, the open housing marches of
the 1960s were waged to end legal-

ized segregation and housing
covenants that restricted Black Mil-
waukeeans from building homes of
value in areas beyond the ghetto.
Insurance redlining was another

impediment to upward mobility, and
thus wealth building.
“The U.S. government has actively

promoted homeownership, especially
since the mid-1940s,” Collins ex-
plained, “with substantial tax incen-
tives and subsidies. As a result,
between 1940 and 1965, the home-
ownership rate went from about 45%
to over 65%.
“Because of racial discrimination

in mortgage lending and residential
segregation, Black and Latino Amer-
icans were unable to take advantage
of these major wealth-building pro-
grams.”
The wall built around Milwaukee’s

central city, and the redlining was not
unique to Brewtown.
Various reports, including one by

the National Community Reinvest-
ment Coalition, reveal policies simi-
lar to what Milwaukee experienced
around the country. In essence, Jim
Crow married Auntie Apartheid to
keep us powerless and poor and shut
the barnyard door behind them.
“Whites got the express train to

wealth, with homeownership rates
today of 72%,” Collins explained.
“Meanwhile, the homeownership
rate for Black (Americans) is 41%.”
And a large percentage of homes

owned by Black Americans are less
expensive, thus reducing attainable
wealth.
While I’m sure Collins didn’t vote

for socialist Bernie Sanders for pres-
ident, he does believe a remedy to
systemic racism is to “redirect the
massive wealth building subsidies
that currently exist.”
“The government spends billions

of dollars to help individuals build
wealth.
“(Last year), we spent $660 billion

in tax breaks for homeownership, re-
tirement incentives, college savings
and more. The problem is most of the
benefits of these subsides flow to
those who already have substantial
wealth.”
As an example, Collin offered

“someone with $1 million in income
will get $147,000 in tax breaks while
a family with $50,000 annual income
will receive $174 in benefits.”
Collins notes several federal pro-

grams that reinforce the housing in-
vestment gap, programs that have
been fortified by Republicans and
Democrats since the Civil War. And
not by coincidence, all congressmen
are wealthy, even Sanders. And de-
spite their rhetoric, are not working
hard to have the majority of Black
people join them at the country club.
And if you can’t figure that out, re-
member Democrats created Oba-
macare and then passed a law to
exclude them from it.
He suggests capping the deduction

and redirecting the incentives to
those who have been historically ex-
cluded from wealth and asset build-
ing programs.
“These subsidies are upside

down,” he asserted.
“I hope that there is a majority in

Congress—after the fall elections—
(receptive to) an evidence-based ap-
proach to understanding what
policies reduce racial wealth dispari-
ties and which worsen them.
Of course, that sounds too much

like right given today’s political cli-
mate and tomorrow’s reality.
Why? In truth both parties are

aware of the disparities. But the Re-

publicans—the party of the rich—are
proponents of the status quo. And
Democrats, the party of poverty, get
their support from special interests
that make their livings off poor peo-
ple.
And in truth, even if the politicians

worked as hard for the poor as they
do for themselves by changing laws
and policies as Collin’s suggest, there
are a myriad of other factors that con-
tribute to the wealth disparity besides
housing.
The figures are somewhat skew-

ered by the fact that less than one
percent of Whites own nearly 70% of
America’s wealth.
And even Bernie Sanders would

not have been able to orchestrate aSignifyin’
(continued from page 3) )continued on page 11)
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direct redistribution of wealth.
Vestiges of apartheid, frequently

and numerous obstacles to the suc-
cess of Black businesses and a Black

unemployment rate that is three times
that of Whites also contribute to the
wealth disparity.
Black homeownership peaked dur-

ing the height of our industrial boom.

The closing of major factories in Mil-
waukee in the 1970s saw a propor-
tionate loss of middle class jobs, and
resulted in the destabilization of the
Black community.
And lastly, and probably more im-

portant—or at least significant—is
the impact of far too many in our

community subscribing to the philos-
ophy inherent in the “culture of
poverty.”
That culture is reinforced by poor

educations, financial illiteracy and
family dysfunctionality. That latter
factor provides a rarely acknowl-
edged but critical explanation for the

poverty dilemma: Black poverty is
directly linked to the absence of
Black men—preferably husbands—
in the households.
Two incomes, even at a preferred

minimum wage of $15 per hour,
would make a family “middle class,”
economically if not culturally.

That’s the double-edged sword that
contributes to the purest example of
wealth disparity in this country.
When Black men were kicked out of
the home in the 1970s, Uncle Sam
moved in.
More next week.
Hotep.

(continued from page 8)
Signifyin’Signifyin’

term- plan.
College, retirement, emergency

savings, a new car… all of these
is great goals for families and in-
dividuals to set for themselves. 
The key to reaching these goals

is to do so in a way that maxi-

mizes current resources and helps
minimize risk for an overall strat-
egy. 
So when it comes to transition-

ing to drawing down money in re-
tirement, the most important
structure is to plan for the short
term for the near-term and ensure

that it’s working in conjunction
with your long-term strategy for
you and your family. 
• Give back.
Nothing lasts forever. At Thrivent
Financial we work with our mem-
bers to ensure that generosity is
instilled throughout a life-long fi-

nancial strategy, not just when
someone accumulates “enough”
to give. We want to support our
members’ efforts to impact their
families and communities
through programs and opportuni-
ties to live generously.
Many people are looking for a sil-

ver bullet when it comes to fi-
nances. 
The most important part is to be
true to yourself, your family and
your goals. 
These five pillars can be a guide
you, however, it’s ultimately up to
you and what you want for your

future.
This article was prepared by
Thrivent Financial for use by
South Wisconsin representative
FR-Charlotte Ghazarian. She has
offices at 5205 N Ironwood Rd in
Glendale and can also be reached
at 414-963-8644.

The most important financial guide- YOU!
(continued from page 6)
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