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VOTE NOVEMBER 8!VOTE NOVEMBER 8!

Photos and question by
Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“With the election“With the election

around the corner, whataround the corner, what
would you tell someonewould you tell someone
reluctant about votingreluctant about voting
Nov. 8 Nov. 8 why they shouldwhy they should

vote?”vote?”
“It is important
to vote on Nov. 8
because it is not
only a civil lib-
erty, but provides
you with an op-
portunity to ef-
fect change in
your commu-
nity.”

Gabriel
DeVougas

“You should vote
Nov. 8 for your
civil rights, com-
munity, and for
the future of
your country.”

Keith
Ewing

“We complain
about govern-
ment and how we
are treated in
America. There is
a simple solu-
tion...we must
vote and hold our
elected officials
accountable. We
have to be at the
table to be served! People have died
for us to participate in the process.”

Deanne
Pratt

“Our forefathers
worked too hard
for us to sit back
and NOT VOTE! If
you want
change, we must
continue their
struggles in
changing the fu-
ture for all our
children.”

Vivian
Mays

Election Watch 2016: THE MCJ ENDORSES...

Clinton, Moore, Feingold, state Dems the obvious choices Tuesday!

PULSEPULSE
OF OF 
THETHE

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

In the final stretch towards election day!
U.S. Senator Corey Booker of New Jersey shared why he is in Milwau-
kee working hard to elect Hillary Clinton to the presidency during a
campaign stop at the Milwaukee Harambee Coordinated Office, 2701 N.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Dr. Listening with other volunteers and cam-
paign workers was Wisconsin U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin (far left) and
U.S. Rep. Gwen Moore (to Baldwin’s left).--Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Siefert School students learn about the
electoral process during mock election

The Milwaukee
County Election

Commission and the
city of Milwaukee

Election Commission
recently partnered

with the Cream City
(Wisconsin) Chapter
of The Links, Inc. and

Siefert Elementary
School to conduct a

mock election for
third, fourth and fifth

grade students.
Siefert is located at

1547 N. 14th St.
The students had the
opportunity to mark

their mock ballot and
actually cast their

vote using the same
election equipment

that actual voters will
use on Election Day. -

-Photos by Yvonne
Kemp

If you are one of those individuals who believes
their vote doesn’t matter, we suggest you rethink that
attitude given what’s at stake in the November 8 elec-
tion! We have borne witness this past year-and-a-half
to one of the most divisive, contentious and painfully
reflective elections in American history.
From a bevy of Republican politicians with

innumerable years of experience, Donald
Trump became the Republican presidential
candidate, kicking to the curb seasoned Re-
publicans such as former Gov. Jeb Bush, Gov.
Chris Christie, former House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, Dr. Ben Carson, Gov. Rick Perry,
and U.S. Senators Marc Rubio and Rand Paul.
Like shaking dominos they fell, one by one,

to the shock of the traditional Republican
Party. Trump has decried every Obama initia-
tive, from his historic Affordable Care Act to
his handling of Afghanistan and Iraq and the
travesties of ISIS, calling President Barack
Obama “soft.” 
As Trump was collecting primary victory

after primary victory, revelations came out
that reflected the true Trump not seen on CNN
and Fox News interviews, at ribbon cuttings
of new Trump stamped properties, or on his
reality television show, “The Apprentice.”
Trump has shown his true colors during the

course of his campaign for president. He ex-
pressed a negative attitude towards Mexicans
(calling them killers and rapists); and wants
to build a wall between the U.S. and Mex-
ico…that Mexico pays for) to keep them out;
and he has expressed disdain for Muslims (he
said he would kick them out and keep others
from entering our country). 
Oh, and let’s not forget his mocking the dis-

abled (openly mocking a handicapped jour-
nalist), and calling a U.S. Senator (a
Republican who is a past presidential candi-
date) who was a Viet Nam war POW a “loser”
for being captured by the North Vietnamese.
Audio recordings, testimonies and accusa-

tions have also surfaced revealing Trump’s
misogynistic attitude towards women (which
included gender-negative name calling and
descriptions of female anatomy) that glorified
(and in some cases reported as actual) sexual
assault. 
And if those unprecedented actions weren’t

enough, Trump has failed to release his tax in-
formation (unprecedented by any candidate
before him). He issued a description of his
health rather than depend on a doctor’s item
by item report. 
He proudly boasted about taking advantage

of every tax loophole and acknowledged he
has not paid federal taxes for many years,
consistent with federal and state “laws”. 
He has insulted many people who disagreed

with him. He even brazenly held a ribbon cut-
ting for a new Trump hotel just down the
street from the White House…in between
campaign stops.
Worst yet, he has made the urban centers of

America a handle for abrasive, negative
stereotyping, implying the problems of central
cities are failed victimization strategies while
ignoring failed policies by Congress and pres-
idential administrations to truly create em-
ployment and replace low-skilled jobs, all the
while failing to put forth any policies for
urban communities except to say “you can’t
get any worse, you have nothing to lose with
me. I’ll fix it”.
All the above about the bombastic billion-

aire can be summed up in one sentence:
TRUMP DOES NOT SUPPORT THE
OBAMA LEGACY NOR THE CORE VAL-
UES OF A MAJORITY OF RIGHT
MINDED AND SENSIBLE AMERICANS!
Though faced with her own challenges

(chief among them the over-hyped email
“scandal” that has not rendered any charges
against her), Hillary Clinton has proven to be
a brilliant candidate who has served for over 30 years officially (as U.S. sen-
ator and Secretary of State), and unofficially (as First Lady of America and
Arkansas pushing initiatives focusing on children and healthcare).
She has reached out to the African American community, addressing nu-

merous issues that make a difference for many of us, such as college tuition
reform, urban initiatives that focus on employment and entrepreneurship, and
gender-based equity in wages and opportunity. 
After brilliant debate performances and months of building strong alliances

in states both red and blue, it appears her once respectable double-digit lead
in the polls has slipped noticeably due to the recent FBI revelations about ad-
ditional emails and the need to check for any classified information between

(continued on page 2)
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“Trump has
shown his true
colors during the
course of his
campaign for
president. He
expressed a
negative attitude
towards
Mexicans, disdain
for Muslims,
mocking the dis-
abled, and calling
a U.S. Senator
who was a Viet
Nam War POW a
‘loser’ for being
captured by
the North
Vietnamese.”

Hillary Clinton

Gwen Moore

Russ Feingold
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her top aide and Clinton when she was Secretary of State.
Like many others, we question why FBI Director

James Comey has created this firestorm this close to the
election. However, the Justice Department—not the Bu-
reau—will investigate and respond to these new allega-
tions.
We stand with Hillary! While we respect the hard-

fought campaign of Donald Trump, we understand
choice, even when we disagree. 

U.S. House of Representative
Our choice is as obvious as our choice for president.

The Community Journal endorses Gwen Moore to con-
tinue her sterling service to her congressional district. 

U.S. Senate

A campaign ad by incumbent Ron Johnson charges his
opponent, former U.S. Senator Russ Feingold, with being
a rubber-stamp for the Democratic party. Funny, that’s
what we think Johnson has been for the Republican Party
in his first six years in office. 
Johnson has dutifully towed the party line of obstruct-

ing President Obama’s agenda with every no vote, criti-
cism and stubborn refusal (along with his Republican
senate colleagues) to even meet with the president’s
Supreme Court nominee, federal judge Merrick Garland.
Contrary to what the Johnson ad says, Feingold was his

own man who, on numerous occasions, went against the
political grain to stand alone on issues and votes on im-
portant policies and laws. 
The best example of this was his lone descent vote in

going to war in Iraq when he was in the senate in the early
2000s.
Our choice is clear: Return Russ Feingold to the sen-

ate.
State elections
The Community Journal endorses these state Assembly

candidates, all Democrats, who represent predominately
Black Milwaukee Assembly districts:
LaTonya Johnson
Jason Field
David Crowley
David Bowen
Evan Goyke
Leon D. Young
We believe that no one can complain about conditions

and the lack of if they don’t participate in the electoral
process.
YOUR VOTE MATTERS! You must vote. You can’t

talk about the problems when you are, in fact, part of the
problem because you remained “silent” when you could
have, should have “spoken out” about who you are and
what matters to you via YOUR VOTE!
Go to the polls and vote. Take someone who is not on

parole or probation for a felony conviction to the polls;
have them register (if they’re not already registered) to
vote so they can do just that! 
This is your right as an American citizen! Use it! The

stakes are too high for you not to do so! Your vote does
matter!

Clinton, Moore, Feingold, and state Dems our choice on Tuesday
(continued from page 1)

Ninth District Ald. Chantia Lewis
invites residents to attend a special
town hall meeting on Saturday, No-
vember 5 from 11a.m. to 1p.m. for
the purpose of discussing public
safety issues in the 9th Aldermanic
District on the far North Side.
The town hall will be held at Uni-

versal Academy for the College
Bound 6850 N. 53rd St.
Participants will be able to ex-

press their concerns, detail their ex-
periences and ask questions directly
of Alderwoman Lewis, State Sena-
tor Lena Taylor, Milwaukee Public
Schools Board President Mark Sain
and County Supervisor Sequanna
Taylor, as well as representatives
from the Milwaukee Police Depart-

ment, the Office of Violence Pre-
vention, the Department of Neigh-
borhood Services, Milwaukee
Public Schools and the state legisla-
ture.
“As a group, the Common Coun-

cil has renewed its focus on address-
ing public safety using a holistic

approach that addresses both the
symptoms and the root causes of vi-

olence,” Alderwoman Lewis said. 
“These are issues of importance to

the entire community, and it will
take everyone pulling together to fix
them. Accordingly, I welcome
everyone to attend this town hall
meeting and share their thoughts
and ideas.”

Alderwoman Lewis to host public
safety town hall meeting Nov. 5

Ald. Chantia Lewis

Go to the MCJ website (communityjournal.net) to view Brewery Credit Union ad and click to apply!

On Tuesday at the JCRC located at 1410 N. Prospect Ave a Community Dialogue Series was held titled Benefits of
Problem -Oriented Policing & Lessons Learned from Cincinnati Ohio. It was moderated by Earl Ingram Jr. the speakers
were Iris Roley Project manger for Black United Front, Kathy Harrell past president of the Fraternal Order of Police
Queen City Lodge #69  and Alfonse A. Gerhardstein civil rights Attorney who was the lead litigant and principal au-
thor of the Cincinnati Collaborative Agreement between the coty of Cincinnati .--Photo by Kim Robinson

Dialogue on improving police/community relations
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
What if I told you slavery

never ended it just changed
with the times? You might
be thinking to yourself
how? In the 1970’s and
80’s many black southern-
ers fled from the south. 
Still haunted by the damage of

the old Jim Crow laws and segre-
gation, many southerners saw the
north as the land of opportunity. 
The south represented struggle,

while the north represented hope.
Nearly 40 years and a generation
later the roles have changed. 
Many blacks are fleeing the north

for same reason they once fled the
south and Milwaukee is at the heart
of it all.
Milwaukee, once a promising

town for African Americans, has turned into the worst city to live in Amer-
ica for blacks. Milwaukee has consistently ranked as one of most segre-
gated cities in America. 
Its crime rate, poor education, lack of jobs and influx of immigrants to

take those jobs, has seen the city fall on hard times. 
The alarming rate of black businesses closing its doors is also concern-

ing. From Lena’s Food Market to Loves Liquor Store - where are all the
black businesses going? With more and more jobs leaving Milwaukee it’s
making it harder for African Americans in the inner cities, most of whom
are already struggling, to find work. 
No work equals no money and no money equals more government de-

pendency. What you’re seeing happen in Milwaukee is happening in al-
most every major city with a high African American population. But
again, why?
It’s the elephant in the room nobody seems to notice, the common de-

nominator in this equation, Democrats. Almost every major city in the US
with a high African American population is under Democratic control. 
So why aren’t more African Americans enraged with the Democrats? I

mean after all it was the Democrats that fought against the freeing of
slaves in the Civil War. And it was the Democrats that fought against the
ending of segregation and Jim Crow laws. 

GUEST COMMENTARYGUEST COMMENTARY
By Travis Clark, chairman of the Wisconsin Black

Conservative Association
Chair of Black conservative
group calls on Blacks to break
free of Democratic Party and
gain their politica freedom

(continued on page 6)

“So why aren’t more
African Americans
enraged with the De-
mocrats? I mean
after all it was the
Democrats that
fought against the
freeing of slaves in
the Civil War. And it
was the Democrats
that fought against
the ending of segre-
gation and Jim Crow
laws.” 

The “sister” knew she was
wrong, and paused defiantly
to let me know she didn’t give
a damn.
Seconds earlier she had driven

across my path as I traveled under the
speed limit along Fond du Lac Av-
enue avoiding the construction traffic
cones that outlined the streets.
At one of the few cross streets, the

“sister” waited until seconds before I
was about to drive past her halted ve-
hicle and decided—irrationally—to
dart across my path.
What was even more amazing was

that there were no cars behind me
within 100 yards, so she could have
waited five seconds and not created
the hazard.
Did I imply that was the worst part

of the scenario? Check that.
After forcing me to slam on my

brakes, after she made her sharp left
turn and as our cars were parallel she
stared back at me with a malevolent
grin on her fat face.
It was one of those sinister smiles,

the type that invites a confrontation.
The look was also saying she had no
respect for the law, no sense of civil-
ity or common courtesy.
(I could only guess the “punkette”

was a middle school drop out with
five children by seven sperm donors,
believes Snoop Doggy Dud is presi-
dent and “Empire” is a reality televi-
sion show. Sorry, I had to go there.)
As I thought about the incident

later, I came to the conclusion that
the aura of defiance and cockiness
the punkette displayed, along with
her rejection of basic cultural mores
and values run rampant among Black
millennials.
To generalize (something I nor-

mally try to avoid, and criticize oth-
ers for): We’re witnessing an entire
generation of young Black “adults”
without home training!
They have no respect for the eld-

erly (and those of us who aren’t far
off). No respect for authority (ask
any teacher). And no respect for the
sacrifices we made—beatings, lynch-
ings, tolerating discrimination, racist
taunts and apartheid—to provide
them with a better quality of life,
equality and justice (also frequently
known as “J.U.S.T.-U.S.”).
Today, millennials are true prod-

ucts of their environments: The
byproducts of rudderless “fami-
lies’—aka children raised by chil-
dren—seeds without moral
compasses.”
They stand on ghetto quicksand in-

stead of firm African soil, and as such
do not realize they are the descen-
dants of God’s chosen, the first peo-
ple who created math, science and
medicine.
No one told them our roots are in

the Motherland, not some fantasy
place fools apparently believe is
called “Niggertown.”
OK, OK, I’m going too far. My

generalizations are getting the best of
me. In truth, most millennials don’t
fit that description. But a good per-
centage do. And if you ask most of
my peers, they will say they have
doubts about our future if the minor-
ity becomes the majority.
In fact, to hear them talk, the ac-

tions of the few obscure the many,
those we take for granted.
One of the hot topics during our

monthly bid whist party was the mil-
lennial bugs who have infested our
community.
One sister’s complaint of young

folks displaying the ultimate disre-
spect by cutting through a funeral car
procession drew a loud response.
Someone offered how he had chas-

tised a young man on a crowded bus
who refused to give up his seat to an
elderly sister. “Wouldn’t have hap-
pened in my day,” he said, “our gen-
eration wasn’t brought up like that.”
The brother was brave to interject

in that scenario, another player said.
A few weeks ago, a Black senior who
left his truck to ask a young punk to
move his car from blocking an alley
he was driving through was beaten to
death by the punk as the senior’s wife
looked on in horror.
To confront a young thug today is

to invite unwanted consequences.
My contribution to the discussion

was an incident last month when my
wife and I went to a movie in
Menomonee Falls (as you probably
know, there’s no movie theaters in
the city anymore, in part because of
the conduct of our youth).
We had purchased seats in the

handicapped row (which we qualify
for, despite my outward appearance).
When we entered the theater, the

entire row was taken up by a group
of young adults. I stood in front of
the pair that occupied our assigned
seats and blurted out, “Ya’ll don’t
look handicapped,” to which the
punk responded with an annoyed
stare before turning his back to me.
His girlfriend did nudge him and

whispered in his ear, but he promptly
spat something back to her confirm-
ing his arrogance and lack of what
we call home training.
I considered snatching him out of

his reclined chair (I assume even

though assisted by a cane I could still
whip him and his batgirl, but maybe
not the rest of the row of thugs) but
relented as my wife said there were
open seats in the next row.
I did make a remark about punks

not having respect for their seniors—
and obviously betters—as we moved
to new seats. But deep in my heart I
felt that wasn’t enough.
How can I—we—influence these

casualties? Will they soon outnumber
the majority? Where did these
roaches come from? (As someone
once said, you don’t have a roach
problem, you have roaches problem.)
In truth, I don’t believe the disre-

spectful, uncultured contingency
make up the majority. But they are
numerous, and like the aforemen-
tioned bugs, they multiply rapidly.
I see daily the positive byproducts

of the civil rights movement, of our
communal paradigm, our belief in
the one God and His works. We need
but look at city hall and the county
courthouse, in corporate America,
and the African American and Black
Chambers of Commerce.
But professionals are not the whole

story. I see thousands of two parent
households, hard working factory

workers, and burger flippers who
hold doors for the elderly, use the In-
ternet to learn more about their cul-
ture, march to protest police brutality
and are not afraid to wear their reli-
gion on their shoulders.
Our focus should not be on the

number of negative millenials, but
how to abate, to slow their growth if
not “exterminate” them. (That’s
probably the wrong analogy). At
stake is the future of our community,
for this disrespectful lot threatens the
values and cultural mores that have
been our catalyst for growth and sur-
vival.
What is the solution to reversing

this sad state? I’m not fully qualified
to answer that question.
But, at the risk of sounding “con-

servative”, a Black youth who is
raised in the church isn’t likely to dis-
respect our elderly.
The byproduct of a two-parent

household isn’t likely to disrespect
women and will know his role in so-
ciety. And a child raised to under-
stand their ancestry; their place in the
Diaspora, who stands on the African
foundation isn’t going to call himself
or herself a “nigger.”
Or become a terrorist and antago-

nist.
The task before us is to stop com-

plaining and shaking our heads. In-
stead, let’s put our collective feet
down, if not to stamp out the bugs, at
least to let them know we’re in the
room. When you turn on the lights,
the roaches scatter.

Hotep.

Last week, The New York
Times published a conversation
with Omarosa Manigault, Don-
ald Trump’s director of African-
American outreach, in which she
boldly exclaimed it was the mis-
sion of the Trump campaign to
receive 15 to 20 percent of the
black vote.
“We still think that number is pos-

sible,” Trump’s longtime friend and
reality TV cohort said assuredly.
As his sole black representation on the campaign, one certainly wonders

what influence and council Omarosa has given Trump to appeal to black
voters, particularly as a black woman herself, given Trump’s highly gener-
alized illustrations of black people at his rallies, and at the last presidential
debate.
“Our inner cities are a disaster,” Trump said to millions on Oct. 19 at the

final debate against Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton. “You
get shot walking to the store. THEY have no education, THEY have no jobs.
I will do more for African-Americans and Latinos than she can ever do in
ten lifetimes. All she has done is talk to the African-Americans and to the
Latinos.” 
The debate — aka Hillary’s victory lap — was nothing more than a sour

reminder to the country that we’re in a bit of a conundrum. Black people
are at the epicenter of that spiral. We are faced with an openly racist candi-
date and another who has communities of color still healing from her well-
intentioned but misplaced support for dangerous policies.
Here’s the difference in the two candidates: Hillary crossed the line of

generalizations with her “super predator” stunt, was taken to the town square
by Black Twitter and Black Lives Matter, and learned to discuss nuance
within communities — or not discuss our community at all.
But Donald hasn’t.
He still thinks that black people are a monolithic culture with group-think

practices. He thinks that the community has made no progress under the
daily, repetitive struggle to create individuality in a world constantly pushing
assimilation. His use of “the” and “they” are othering and a large misstep
each time he uses it. 
And while it’d be remiss not to recognize that some of Trump’s statements

are highly truthful in reality, they’re created to evoke fear and not hope. The
practice is off-kilter with a majority of our community. 
Still, Trump’s rhetoric is influential in shaping middle America’s percep-

tion of our culture, and Omarosa’s support has only made that gaze more
cloudy. So let’s break down Trump’s statement with the facts, not feelings: 

“Black inner cities are a disaster” 
All black people aren’t in the inner city. In fact, 52 percent of the total

black population live in the suburbs of the 100 most metropolitan areas. The
migration of the black community is worth another article — but it seems
Trump is pulling from a statistic that shows 13 percent of the black popula-

tion lives in a neighborhood with a
poverty rate of at least 40 percent.

“Black people get shot walking
to the store”
For centuries, the black commu-

nity has endured continuous execu-
tions of black men and women. The
surge of community-journalism has
fueled the fire and made these bar-
baric executions wide-known. 
But on a day-to-day basis, these

shootings are happening under the
hands of government, and Trump
won’t stop that while promising law
and order and promoting stop-and-

frisk policies. They are the backbone to the problem.
“Black Americans have no education” 
A recent Nielsen study on African-Americans shows that only 16 percent

of the overall black community has less than a high school degree, and that
number shrinks to 12 percent for the 25-54 age group. In comparison, 84 to
88 percent, respectively, have a formal education ranging from high school
diploma to Master’s/PhD degree.

“Black Americans have no jobs”
While the black unemployment rate staggers at 9 percent, there is a ho-

listic emergence of black business and wealth that proves Trump’s general-
ization a microcosm of the community. According to Nielsen, the share of
households with incomes under 25,000 have declined, while the share of
blacks who make over $100,000 has increased. More importantly, “the per-
centage increase in the number of African-American households making
$50,000 or more per year has been greater for African-Americans than it
has been for the nation as a whole.”
You would think ‘sista’ Omarosa would have told Trump about the spec-

trum of the black experience when she was appointed his black-beard. And
while disappointing, her tactics come as no surprise. To say the Trump cam-
paign is reaching for 15 to 20 percent of the black vote means that strategi-
cally, the camp could be going for the most vulnerable part of our
community — those who are living in poverty with little to no access to up-
ward mobility because they lack education. It’s possible that Trump’s camp
reviewed those numbers, and Omarosa’s counsel was to woo the vulnerable
and promise them the world.
Black people, however, are keenly aware of how they stand and why they

stand — and they, we, are not as influenced by a few words from a figure
that’s spewed hate and racism for decades.
And with the mix of tech-savvy millennials bridging the digital divide,

there’s a wave of the community that’s dedicated now more than ever to
connecting powers and differences. So Trump’s groupthink gaze will come
down before his eyes on Nov. 8, as that 15-20 percent Omarosa is hoping
for will never come. 
Darren is a marketing, advertising and technology executive with a

focus in content development/direction, analytics and audience develop-
ment. He is the CEO of Streamlined Media & Communications and loves
being black as hell in any setting. Article courtesy of thegrio.com

Millennials need a lesson in 
civility, mores, values, common
courtesy, etc., etc., etc...

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

No matter what Omarosa says,
Trump is not getting the Black vote

Urban My Dialogue will return next week

(Photo: Imeh Akpanudosen/Getty Images and Chip Somodev-
illa/Getty Images)

By Darren W. Martin, Jr.
posted November 1

Omarosa Manigault Doanld Trump
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RELIGIONRELIGION
The 15th Amendment, granting

African-American men the right to
vote, was formally adopted into the
U.S. Constitution on March 30, 1870.
Passed by Congress the year before,
the amendment reads: “the right of
citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on ac-
count of race, color, or previous con-
dition of servitude.” 
Despite the amendment, by the late

1870s, various discriminatory prac-
tices were used to prevent African
Americans from exercising their
right to vote, especially in the South.
After decades of discrimination, the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 aimed to
overcome legal barriers at the state
and local levels that denied blacks
their right to vote under the 15th
Amendment.* When it comes to
granting women the right to vote, rat-
ified on August 18, 1920, the 19th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution granted American
women the right to vote.  
After years of fighting for the right of every American

citizen to vote; the United States’ voter turnout still is
considered dismal compared with other developed
democracies. According to the Pew Research Center (Au-
gust 2016), the United States’ turnout in the 2012 presi-
dential election was 53.6% based on 129.1 million votes
cast. 
Looking at the most recent national elections in other

developed democracies, the highest turnout rates were in
Belgium (87.2%), Turkey (84.3%) and Sweden (82.6%).* 
Americans cannot afford to be ambivalent about the

voting process. 
Every election matters from the local and state level to

the national level. Important decisions are being made in
every election that determines our future. By voting every
American joins in by playing a part in the democratic
process. 
Refusing to vote is also a form of voting as it will in-

fluence the result of the race. 
On November 8, 2016, America will have the privilege

of voting for the next President of the United States of
America and other important local and state governmen-
tal representatives. This year’s Presidential election is

perhaps one of the hottest contested
elections in recent U.S. history many
believing this election season has po-
larized our nation. The name-calling
and negativity has overshadowed the
real issues. 
What are the issues? It is the re-

sponsibility of every voter to be in-
formed by researching the issues,
then based on that research, some-
where in between the negativity and
name-calling you will find the truth
and cast an informed vote according
to your values and conscience. One
of the greatest souls of the 20th cen-
tury, Gandhi, lived by the principle of
“Satyagraha” holding on to truth.
Perhaps in a society that has made
big business of shading the truth (es-
pecially during this year’s election
rhetoric), the world is in need of an
alternative consciousness of holding
on to truth.
Beloved, the bottom line is make

your vote count. Cast an informed vote. You are encour-
aged to take advantage of early voting, also visit
https://myvote.wi.gov to find your polling place, who’s
on your local, state and national ballot, or learn about ab-
sentee voting if you cannot get to the polling place. On
election day, polling places are open 7:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. If you are in line at your polling place at 8:00 p.m.,
you will be allowed to vote. Furthermore, visit www.brin-
gitwisconsin.com to get the most current and up-to-date
information as to what ID is required for you to bring to
the polling place. Why should we vote? Because voting
is a privilege and a hard-fought constitutional right.
U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
NOVEMBER 8, 2016
Sources: http://www.history.com/topics/black-
history/fifteenth-amendment
Pew Research Center, U.S. Voter Turnout Trails Most
Developed Countries
The writer does not assume responsibility in any way
for readers’ efforts to apply or utilize information or
recommendations made in these articles, as they may
not be necessarily appropriate for every situation to
which they may refer. If you would like to contact Rev.
Lester, write to her c/o P.O. Box 121, Brookfield, WI.
53008.

Why We Should Vote!

Biblical 
Counseling for

Today’s 
Christian Family
By: Rev. Judith T. Lester,
B.Min., M.Th.

Rev. Johnny C. White, Jr., pastor of Greater Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
(standing at podium), stands with church congregants and members of the Greater
Galilee Community Development Corporation (GGCDC) during a groundbreaking
ceremony last Saturday for the church’s new intergenerational community center,
located north of Greater Galilee, 2432 N. Teutonia Ave. The new 20,000 square foot
center will house wellness and health programs, meals and nutrition programs, fi-
nancial services, creative arts and recreation programs, as well as senior adult
day care services. Rental space will also be available for other organizations and
social services, as well as for events and meetings.--Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Greater Galilee breaks ground on multi-million
dollar intergenerational community center

Faith makes all things possible
Love makes all things easy
Hope makes all things work
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And it was the Democrats that where so angered and
enraged by the freeing of slaves and that when they re-
joined the Union they wound up creating their own
militant groups to stop further progress of the Repub-
lican party’s efforts integrate African Americans as a
part of country. 
One of those groups would go on to be a thorn in

side of African American progress for many years to
come, the Klu Klux Klan. That’s right the KKK was
formed by the Democratic party. 
So how did we become free of the Democrats during

the Civil War just to find ourselves back under their
control? With slavery gone, Jim Crow gone and the
KKK weakening the Democrats took a different ap-
proach. 
The greatest weapon ever formed against the African

American community, a kind of “Economic Slavery”
none other than welfare.
That’s right -welfare, the proverbial band aid on the

bullet wound. A system that has crippled more African
Americans then it has helped. In order to receive help
you must stay at a certain economic level otherwise
you risk the loss of your benefits. 
Through food stamps, child care and other programs

the government gives you just enough to survive but
never enough to get ahead. 
There’s an old adage that goes “Feed a man some

fish and he’ll eat for a day, but teach a man to fish and
he’ll eat for the rest of his life”. Welfare is giving you
fish and keeping you dependent on the government for
your fish. 
The true spirit of welfare is to help families in need

until they can get on their feet, not to keep the family
in need. Milwaukee is a city that has been under Dem-
ocratic control for almost 100 years and its African
Americans still don’t know how to fish.  
And it’s only getting worse. 
So why is the party that’s touted itself as “The party

for African Americans” actually done nothing for
African Americans? America is hurting, Milwaukee is
hurting, African Americans are hurting. 
The Sherman Park riots weren’t so much about an-

other officer involved shooting as much as it was a
boiling point for African Americans angry about what
Milwaukee has become. 
Its more about a system that has failed them and a

party that has failed them. Once upon a time African
Americans broke free from the democrats and gained
their freedom. I think it’s about time for history to re-

Chair of Black conservative group calls on
Blacks to break free of Democratic Party 
(continued from page 3)
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Be the Light
She sees with her eyes

closed, understanding what
she sees is not all she
knows
Focused more on less

physical
Spiritual being takes lead

guides her to destiny trust-
ing her inner G.O.D. not re-
actionary; in total control
welcoming the revolution in
her mind, arrived right on
time, as she writes new
rhymes creating realities
only for her to dream
We all want peace
She creates art with pieces

of blank pages standing
firmly across worldwide
stages celebrating her past

that seemed painful;
now, painless
Loved it all then let it

go
This is the water she

used to grow with her
eyes closed
Shadows in locked

closets escape, no
longer welcome in her
space
Love embraced so,

they could no longer
stay darkness and
light are not the same
it wasn't the darkness,
SHE changed
Once she did, only

light could remain
MVP
Milwaukee

Poll: Clinton builds lead in
divided nation worried about
Election Day violence
Article courtesy of USA TODAY via 
“The Rundown”
As the most caustic campaign in modern American history

nears its close, Hillary Clinton has built a formidable lead
over Donald Trump approaching 10 percentage points, a
USA TODAY/Suffolk University Poll finds. But she faces a
deeply divided nation that is alarmed about the prospect of

Election Day violence and what may be ahead.
A 51% majority of likely voters express at least some con-

cern about the possibility of violence on Election Day; one
in five are "very concerned." Three of four say they have
confidence that the United States will have the peaceful
transfer of power that has marked American democracy for
more than 200 years, but just 40% say they are "very confi-
dent" about that.
More than four in 10 of Trump supporters say they won't

recognize the legitimacy of Clinton as president, if she pre-
vails, because they say she wouldn't have won fair and
square.
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Ron Johnson has worked with Jerome Smith Sr. to establish
the Joseph Project, a local initiative that is connecting people
with good-paying jobs. The Joseph Project is breaking the
cycle of poverty and bringing Milwaukee together – one per-
son at a time.
Jerome Smith Sr., Joseph Project co-founder: “The folks

we work with love the Joseph Project, and I love the fact that it
provides hope and opportunity for folks in our community who
had been left to believe that all that was available to them was
minimum wage, temp jobs, government programs, or crime.” 
Michael, Joseph Project participant: “Here I am, making
good money, supporting my family, my friends, giving back to
my community. Everything I hoped for and wished for, I’m
doing it.”
Alvin, Joseph Project participant: "Ron Johnson is working
with the inner-city to help me and others find a brighter future.
He is helping heal our communities and families through eco-
nomic growth and development."
Ron Johnson is a problem solver, not a politician. He’s look-

ing to bring real change to the community and he deserves our
support for doing so. 

Health Insurance
Marketplace Open
Enrollment Starts
November 1
Consumers encouraged to shop for
plans during Open Enrollment
Local officials and community representatives gathered

Tuesday to kick off the fourth annual open enrollment pe-
riod for the Health Insurance Marketplace, and to remind
consumers that free, in-person assistance is available
across the community to help individuals get – and renew
– health care coverage. The time to sign up runs now
through January 31, 2017.
Under the Affordable Care Act, there has been a 58%

reduction in Milwaukee County’s uninsured rate. How-
ever, according to the Milwaukee Enrollment Network,
an estimated 74,915 remain eligible for coverage in Med-
icaid or the Marketplace.
During this enrollment period, area residents are en-

couraged to shop the Marketplace and find out what tax
credits they may be eligible for.
“We know that premium increases in Wisconsin are

below the national average,” said U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services Regional Director Kathleen
Falk. “And, 84% of the folks signing up in the Market-
place in the Milwaukee area will qualify for financial as-
sistance toward their premiums.”
During the 2016-2017 open enrollment period, 69% of

Wisconsin residents will be able to find a plan for $100
or less. Those who are currently enrolled in a plan are
also encouraged to look at new plans available. Shopping
the Marketplace can save as much as 16%, or $608 a year
for some enrollees.
“Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, tens of thousands

of Milwaukee-area residents who could never get insur-
ance before now have access to health care coverage,”
said U.S. Congresswoman Gwen Moore. “I urge all of
my constituents to take just 30 minutes out of their day

to visit healthcare.gov and get covered.”
Covering Wisconsin, the region’s Navigator organiza-

tion, the City of Milwaukee Health Department Commu-
nity Healthcare Access Program (CHAP), and a variety
of community organizations and insurance agents are
ready to provide free enrollment assistance through Jan-
uary 31, when the open enrollment period ends.
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett emphasized the impor-

tant role that enrollment assistance plays in helping fam-
ilies understand their options. “We know that many
people have questions and need help navigating all of the
options available to them. Local navigators and certified
application counselors are available to provide free, in-
person assistance at locations throughout the community,
including at our City of Milwaukee Health Department
clinics and four Milwaukee Public Library branches,”
said Mayor Tom Barrett. “To find a location near you,
dial 2-1-1 today.”
“No one plans to get sick or hurt, but most people need

medical care at some point in their lives,” said Milwaukee
County Executive Chris Abele. “Health insurance helps
pay for these costs and protects you from very high ex-
penses. 
Rather than pay the fine, enroll in coverage and get the

peace of mind that comes with knowing you’re protected.
Working together, our network of community partners is
making it easier than ever to enroll in coverage. That's
one reason we had so many new enrollees last year in
Milwaukee County and won President Obama's Healthy
Communities Challenge.”
In 2017, the fine for not having health insurance will

be $695, or 2.5% of household income, whichever is
greater.
Adults with income below 100% of the federal poverty

level ($11,670 per year for an individual) and children
and pregnant women in households with income under
300% of the poverty levels ($71,550 for a family of four),
may enroll anytime in BadgerCare Plus.
Starting November 1, consumers can learn more about

eligibility for enrollment in the Marketplace as well as
BadgerCare Plus by visiting healthcare.gov or calling the
Health Insurance Marketplace national call center at 1-
800-318-2596 (open 24 hours, 7 days a week). To get
connected to free, in-person enrollment assistance in Mil-
waukee County, consumers should dial 2-1-1.
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Bernie Sanders brings “The Bern” to Milwaukee
on behalf of Russ Feingold and Hillary Clinton

U.S. Senator and former presidential candidate Bernie Sanders brought his message of unity
and change to Milwaukee, this time on behalf of Democratic Presidential nominee Hillary Clin-
ton and Wisconsin senate candidate Russ Feingold just days before Nov. 8 election. He made
his appearance at Turner Hall Ballroom, 1034 N. 4th St. --Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Milwaukee Board of School 
Directors approve $1.3 million 
investment in MPS C.A.R.E.S.
Initiative provides safe space for Milwaukee
young people and families
The Milwaukee Board of School Directors approved a

$1.3 million investment in MPS C.A.R.E.S., a new pro-
gram to provide safe spaces for young people and com-
munity access to wellness resources.
MPS C.A.R.E.S., Community and Recreation Engag-

ing Students, will provide expanded programming at
North Division, South Division and Washington High
Schools including, but not limited to, Twilight Centers,
Midnight Sports Leagues and Wellness Days. The first
Twilight Centers officially open tonight.
Twilight Centers provide programming and services on

Mondays and Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
and on Saturdays from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. The ini-
tial Twilight Centers will be at North Division, South Di-
vision and Washington High Schools, with the goal to
open four additional Twilight Centers within the next
three months. The Centers are open to any child ages 12-
18 years old. Activities will include but not be limited to
game rooms, open gym, roller skating, movie nights and
youth enrichment activities.

"We have so many young people in our community
who need safe places to go with positive, supervised ac-
tivities and resources," said MPS Superintendent Dari-
enne Driver. "We want to work with our partners to meet
the needs of Milwaukee's children and families."
The district is working with community partners, in-

cluding the City of Milwaukee Office of Violence Pre-
vention, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee and
Safe & Sound, to identify and implement additional pro-
gramming.
The next Wellness Day will be November 2 at 6 p.m.

at North Division High School featuring Family Yoga.
Wellness Days will be each week at different sites

around the city and will include wellness programming
and resources. There is no charge to attend, and the ac-
tivities are open to the public.
Midnight Sports Leagues will begin in 2017. Leagues

will play at both north and south side locations. The
Leagues are open to any adult ages 18-24 years old.
For more information about MPS C.A.R.E.S., includ-

ing schedules and registration information, visit
www.mpsmke.com/cares.

Milwaukee Ald. Khalif rainey
has joined the chorus of individ-
uals in government and the com-
munity in calling on Milwaukee
County D.A. John Chisholm to
release the video of the Sylville
Smith shooting by a Milwaukee
police officer.
“I would like to echo the calls

we have heard from our commu-
nity and my colleagues on the
Milwaukee Common Council--
the time is long past for the Dis-
trict Attorney to release the
police body camera footage of
the moments that led up to the shooting of Sylville
Smith,” Rainey said in a recent press statement.
“Not only is it clear that this video is a public

record. Not only is there a value to the community
in releasing the footage. Not only is it the right
thing to do. 
“But for my neighbors at 44th and Auer, the re-

lease of this video might finally
provide them some degree of
peace after months of unrest,
protests and gatherings at the site
of the shooting.”
Rainey hopes the release of the

video will  will finally allow our
community to find justice, “and
will finally allow my neighbors
to have their neighborhood
back.”
Smith was fatally shot August

13 by Dominique Heaggan-
Brown, a former Milwaukee po-
lice officer in the Sherman Park

neighborhood. Heaggan-Brown was recently fired
by the MPD and arrested for sexual assault.
Smiths shooting led to two nights of unrest in

Sherman Park, which included the looting of sev-
eral businesses and destruction and burning of sev-
eral cars, including MPD squad cars.

Alderman says release of Sylville Smith police
video need to bring peace to Sherman Park

Khalif Rainey



The Milwaukee Community Journal November 2, 2016 Page 12

By Ezrah Aharone
Nate Parker’s movie The Birth

of a Nation has revived the ques-
tion: What caused Nat Turner’s
1831 uprising? Turner, first of
all, was not a deranged misfit
who acted outside of a historical
context of previous African free-
dom fighters.  
Throughout slavery’s duration, re-

sistance was not only constant and
fatal, but twofold . . . Africans
equally resisted both slavery and
Americanization.  
Contrary to popular “feel good”

versions of history, the “fight against
slavery” should not be presumed as a
“fight to become American.”  For en-
slaved Africans like Turner, Ameri-
canization was the obstacle – not the
vehicle – to the freedom they sought.  
A largely overlooked factor that

forged Africans into Americans was
their inability to muster enough
weapons to militarily free themselves

from Americanization.  
Along with the 2nd Amendment

which allowed Whites to bear arms,
slavery was also backed by Amer-
ica’s military, which is why 800 sol-
diers deployed against Turner.
Within this context of warfare (which
fomented at least 313 recorded armed
uprisings), there is provable evidence
that Africans became Americans –
not by virtue of winning the Civil
War – but by virtue of prior military
defeats.
CNN Town Halls won’t discuss

this, but numerous captives were al-
ready soldiers in Africa beforehand,
who like Turner, held deep monothe-
istic beliefs.  
Once in America these battle-

tested troops launched guerilla forms
of warfare whenever possible, using
whatever weapons possible, with
clear theological convictions that
fused spirituality with revolution.  
Naturally, after being forcibly up-

rooted 5,000 miles from long-lived

kingdoms and cultures, they deemed
Euro-Americans as new adversaries,
and Americanization was certainly
not their goal.   
This explains why tens of thou-

sands of Africans militarily fought
with the British against America dur-
ing the Revolutionary War and the
War of 1812.  Plus, another 100,000
fled or died fleeing to join British
forces.  
Conclusive stats are unknown, but

from a sheer combat perspective, the
Revolutionary War could be framed
as the largest uprising of Africans
who ever unified to militarily free
themselves from Americanization,.
including Africans reportedly owned
by George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson.    
Despite being defeated, it is still

necessary to credit legitimacy to such
Africans, beyond distorted narratives
that label Turner an “African Ameri-
can” even though men like him
sought America’s military downfall. Olaudah Equiano (an Ibo, captured at

age 11, who published the first sur-
viving “slave account” in 1789: The
Interesting Narrative of the Life of
Olaudah Equiano) wrote, “When you
make men slaves, you compel them
to live with you in a State of War.”
Once freed in 1792, he bolted like
lightning to England.  
Haiti’s independence (1804) ig-

nited further military motivations.
On July 4th, 1804, instead of recog-
nizing US independence, hundreds of
Blacks in Philadelphia stormed Inde-
pendence Hall to live Haitian inde-
pendence vicariously.  
Flanked in military formations,

they carried swords and attacked
Whites for two days, chanting “we
will show them [Whites] St.
Domingo [bloodshed like Haiti].”  
So, by the dawn of his 1831 upris-

ing, Turner was just one cog in a long
continuum of such idealists.  Other
notable military operations involved:
Fort Mose in Florida (1738-1763);
the Stono Uprising in South Carolina
(1739); the German Coast Uprising
in Louisiana (1811); Negro Fort in
Florida (1815); and David Walker’s
Appeal (1828) advocated revolution

and religion (even though Walker
was more an assimilationist than sov-
ereignist).  
Men like Turner also equated

themselves to other hemispheric free-
dom fighters (in nations like Ar-
gentina, Chile, Bolivia, Columbia)
who gained independence . . . includ-
ing Euro-Americans.  
For example, before being hanged

for their 1800 planned uprising, one
of Gabriel Prosser’s soldiers retorted,
“I have nothing more to offer than
what General [George] Washington
would have had to offer, had he been
taken by the British and put to trial.  
I have adventured my life in en-

deavouring to obtain the liberty of
my countrymen, and am a willing
sacrifice in their cause.”  Translation,
he meant, “Bring It: I stand upon uni-
versal principles of freedom that –
just like you – I will never compro-
mise.”  
Interestingly, in a 60 Minutes inter-

view, Nate Parker paralleled Nat
Turner to George Washington in
terms of their shared idealisms to
“Birth a Nation.” 

From this perspective, whether
you agree or disagree with Turner’s

guerilla tactics, his comparative
cause to end tyranny was no less hon-
orable than America’s founders.  
Tyranny however can be a very pe-

culiar and subjective creature, since
“one man’s tyranny can be another
man’s liberty.” 
Hence, George Washington, who

enslaved and tyrannized over 300
Africans is deified on Mt. Rushmore
as a hero, while conversely, Nat
Turner who fought against slavery’s
tyranny is demonized as a savage.  To
this contradiction, James Baldwin
once quipped, “In the US, violence
and heroism have been made syn-
onymous . . . except when it comes
to Blacks.”   

----------------------
This article was culled in part from

The Sovereign Psyche: Systems of
Chattel Freedom vs. Self-Authentic
Freedom by Ezrah Aharone who is
an adjunct associate professor of po-
litical science at Delaware State Uni-
versity.  
He is also a political and business

consultant on African affairs, as well
as the author of Sovereign Evolution
and Pawned Sovereignty. He can be
reached at www.EzrahSpeaks.com.  

Nat Turner’s Mental and Military Motivations

Scene from the movie, “Birth of a Nation.”--Photo courtesy of Sun-
dance Film Festival
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