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ELECTIONWATCH2016
JOE DAVIS
Alderman says 
the time is now to 
reinvest in Milwaukee
You have to be a pretty confident

elected official to give up one office
to run for another, throwing all your
chips to the middle of the table and
letting them fall where they may.
Ald. Joe Davis is willing to take

that gamble. Unlike one of his three
opponents—Ald. Bob Donovan—
Davis is not running for reelection to
his 2nd aldermanic district seat on
the Common Council. He’s focusing
all his energy and capital on being
one of two left standing after Febru-
ary 16 to take on incumbent Mayor
Tom Barrett.
In an interview, Davis said he didn’t see his decision of running for mayor

of Milwaukee as a difficult one at all. Why? Because of the challenges faced
by the city that leads the nation in several negative social indicators. Chal-
lenges Davis said he is ready to take on.
Davis talked about reinvesting in Milwaukee, something he said isn’t hap-

pening under the current mayor.
“I see the mayor (Barrett) doing what other mayors in other cities doing:

investing in 15 percent of the city while the rest is falling apart.”
The mayoral candidate ran off a litany of issues confronting the city’s

neighborhoods—particularly Black neighborhoods—the  arteries that lead to
the city’s heart…downtown: high crime and poverty rates, a Black male in-
carceration rate that leads the nation, the foreclosure crisis, all ignored while
the focus is on downtown projects now underway or planned.
“We’re (Milwaukee) the worst place for African Americans to live. We’re

surpassed only by Detroit in poverty rate,” said Davis. “Property values are
plummeting while we enact piece-meal solutions.”
Davis said his platform focuses on economic growth and inclusion, the

transformation of the educational system, and public safety.
In economics, Davis wants to invest in neighborhoods and small businesses,

which he believes will spur long-term economic growth. He would focus in-
vestment in minority small businesses, which the candidate said is key to
achieving long-term economic growth.
Instead of spending two million dollars on police overtime to deal with the

city’s crime problem—especially homicides—Davis said those dollars should
have been used to deal with unemployment and the war on drugs.
“We’ve neglected a generation of people who are looking for an opportu-

nity,” Davis said. “That’s what I intent to give them as mayor of Milwaukee.”
If elected, Davis said he would have a disparity study done on how minority

businesses are utilized in Milwaukee. 
“We know African American businesses have not grown at the pace that

PULSE OF THE
COMMUNITY

Question and Photos by Yvonne Kemp
QUESTIONOF THE WEEK: 

“WHAT DOES 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH MEAN TO YOU?

MAMA ROSE:“It
means what my Black
people have done.
They were inventors of
almost everything that
we use today. Our
younger generation
should know where we have come from.
Today we have talented young entrepreneurs
and we need more.”

ELIJAH JONES:“This is a
month that we can reflect on
how good God has been to us
as a race of people. We also
need to get with all our family
members first and get them to
turn back to God. We need to
get our neighbors and do the
same thing. As we reflect as a
race, we can network with
other races that are considered minorities. By that time we
can take the time to mingle with the white race. But above
all, challenge our people to get a personal relationship with
God. So we can top killing each other and filling up the pris-
ons.”

LASHAWNDA
WILKINS:“Black History
Month is a special month cho-
sen to celebrate this history of
Black people. It consists of
great information about our
past and where we come
from. I personally feel it’s an
amazing time of year, though
I feel Black history is some-
thing we shouldn’t just save for February. Each and every
day we, as Black people, should work towards finding our-
selves and where we come from. Black History Month is a
time not only of celebration, but more importantly, a time of
knowledge. Know your history!
SEAN 
MUHAMMAD
(15th dist. alder-
manic candidate):
“Black History Month is a
time of reflection, planning
and mobilization for
progress. As the next ten
months unfold, we should
be found engaged in the work of building a world of
freedom, justice, and equality. We should be focused
on using the strength and spirituality inherited from
our ancestors to build the tomorrows of our children.”

New Sojourner Family
Peace Center offers
array of services
under one roof

The photos are from the recent grand opening
of the Sojourner Family Peace Center. It drew
elected officials and community leaders, as
well as area residents curious to see the
unique facility that deals with family violence.
--All photos by Yvonne Kemp

Milwaukee Inner City Churches Allied for Hope
(MICAH) held a Candidate Forum Tuesday at Calvary
Baptist Church, 2959 N. Teutonia Ave.(Pictured above:
Incumbent Mayor Tom Barrett addresses the audience
of voters as challengers (left to right) Ald. Joe Davis,
Ald. Bob Donovan and James Methu listen before
they are given a chance to give their presentations.
(Pictured at left) Mayor Barrett poses with (from left to
right) Milwaukee County Circuit Court Branch 45 judi-
cial candidate Jean Kies, incumbent 10th District Mil-
waukee County Sup. Supreme Moore Omokunde, and
Johnny Thomas, candidate for the office of Milwaukee
City Comptroller.--Both photos by Yvonne Kemp

Beyond offering a sparkling new
building to shelter victims of domes-
tic abuse, the recently opened So-
journer Family Peace Center has
created space in one central location
for a multitude of partners who ad-
dress family violence.
“This building is for the commu-

nity. You deserve dignity and re-
spect,” said Carmen Pitre, president
and CEO of the center, speaking to
dignitaries, representatives of partner
organizations, funders and others at
the recent grand opening. “We are
here to help families heal,” Pitre
added.
One of the first and largest such

centers in the U.S., the $20-plus mil-
lion project was designed on the
Family Justice Center model, pio-
neered in San Diego and endorsed by
the United States Department of Jus-
tice. Surrounding victims of domes-
tic violence with all of the resources
they need when they are in crisis, in
the same location where they are
sheltered, has proven to be the most
effective model for healing and re-
building lives, the DOJ concluded.
“At the worst time in your life, if

you have to go to eight or nine loca-
tions, that adds to your trauma,” Pitre
explained. 
“For traumatized people, the easier

we can make it the better. The more
we can wrap our arms around them
the better,” she said.
Violence prevention through edu-

cation is another of Sojourner’s
goals. 
The center includes a large space

for teen programs, parent and staff
education, and childcare. Rooms are
available for the use of community
groups and Pitre said she would like
to see community members coming
in and out on a regular basis.
Beyond helping families dealing

with immediate crises, Pitre wants
the center, located at 619 W. Walnut
St., to foster deep connections be-
tween clients and their own neigh-
borhoods. 
“We have been talking with groups

throughout the city about partner-

By Andrea Waxman,
courtesy of Milwaukee
Neighborhood News
Service

Artist rendering of newly completed Family Peace Center

VOTE FEBRUARY 16!
ALL eligible voters in Milwaukee’s Black community are encouraged to GO OUT AND VOTE on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2016. Polls are
OPEN from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Photo I.D. is required in order to vote. You must also be registered prior to voting. For more infor-
mation on where you can vote, call 414-286-3491, or go online to the Milwaukee Election Commission, www.city.milwaukee.gov/vote

(continued on page 3)

(continued on page 5)

Joe Davis

CandidateForumgivesthose
seekingelectiveofficechancetoshine

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

Sojourner Family Center staffers greet guests with candy bars with
photo of the new center on them

Guest signing in
at reception desk Legendary commu-

nity business man
Beechie Brooks and
his daughter (behind
him) talk with artist
Yemonja Smalls, who
contributed a number
of paintings to the
center.

Sojourner Family Center staffers with Diane Beckley (sec-
ond from left), chief operations officer for the St. Ann Cen-
ter’s Bucyrus Campus for Intergenerational Care.

Illinois artist Yemonja Smalls (left)  standing next
to one of her paintings with Rayna Andrews, di-
rector of community engagement for Feeding
America of Eastern Wisconsin.
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Young and old will enjoy the celebration of heritage and culture at St. Ann Center.
--Photo courtesy of St. Ann Center

Black History
Month Lasts
all Year at
St. Ann Center

Just five short months ago, the call of African drums rang out across Mil-
waukee’s near north side, inviting the entire community to join St. Ann Center
for Intergenerational Care at the grand opening of its new Bucyrus Campus,
located on 24th and North Avenue. 
Today, the all-ages day care is more excited than ever to be a part of an en-

ergized community. 
Besides providing health and educational services to children, the elderly

and adults with special needs in one home-like setting, the Center celebrates
the heritage and culture of its neighborhood.
On Martin Luther King Day, the Ko-Thi African Drum Ensemble paid a

visit to the Bucyrus Campus. “The drummers set the beat, and the children
(continued on page 4)
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“We Must Act Now”
Milwaukee, like many urban metropolitan cities, represents a tale of two Americas. Without

fail, or hesitation, we have reviewed studies, statistics, or systems with one recurring theme:
disparate outcomes in education, income, health, and incarceration that disproportionately im-
pact African-Americans.   
Reeling from the sting of the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s study, “Race for Results: Building

a Path to Opportunity for All Children,” Wisconsin has been confronted with ranking dead last
in the country for our ability to prepare African-American children for educational or financial
success. 
Bolstering our negative national standings are data and decisions that have driven increased

racial segregation, distrust and division. And yet, as a community, we have the tools needed to
change course.  However, we must act now.
As we celebrate Black History Month, we are reminded of the legacy and enduring strength

of the Civil Rights Move-
ment. It was an immediate
call to unite people, from
varying backgrounds and ex-
periences, in a singular call
for equality. The movement demonstrated that when we come together as a community, to ad-
dress common goals, we do our best work.
Understanding that our work is far from done, it appears that Milwaukee County has put

stakes in the ground.  Whether in the charge to end chronic homelessness in the County or ad-
dress disparate treatment of our residents, they have taken steps to provide determinate out-
comes and goals. We are watching with great anticipation what will come from the Office of
African-American Affairs, which was originally proposed by Milwaukee County Supervisor
Khalif Rainey.  
Embraced by County Executive Chris Abele, we have great expectations for the work of this

office.  He has shared with the first set of community stakeholders a vision for the department.
Sadly, the County Board failed to pass funding for this office in their February meeting. This is
unacceptable. The vision County Executive Abele has laid out needs to begin.
The office would first focus its time and funding in pursuit of significant and measurable im-

provement in three main areas: workforce training, small business development, and criminal
justice reform. 
Milwaukee County already invests in workforce training but we can and must do more to em-

power people to live better lives and achieve economic security. It’s not enough to provide
skills training for family-supporting jobs -- we must ensure residents are connected to those
jobs and have a realistic pathway to access these positions. 
As this office implements a job mapping tool, using technology to provide the most recent in-

formation about employment, job training opportunities, and public transportation services to
and from work sites, we will be better positioned to decrease economic disparities by having in-
formation to inform our public investments.
To further strengthen families and our community, Abele has said that Milwaukee County is

committed to business and economic development intended to increase the number of minority
owned businesses. 
With an eye towards moving many African-American owned businesses from the “disadvan-

taged” category to being awarded “prime contractor” status, he hopes to create a stronger infra-
structure for job creation, growth, and financial sustainability.  
The office will also focus on criminal justice reform.  Far too many families have a child or

parent that is incarcerated, often for low-level or non-violent offenses.  
Filling our jails with men and women who made the mistake of possessing a small amount of

marijuana or who can’t afford to settle a traffic fine for an expired license plate doesn’t keep us
safer; it weakens our communities, it weakens our families, and it contributes to a new Jim
Crow era that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would have recognized as a threat to justice every-
where.
As we continue to monitor work on these issues, Abele has asked that we hold him account-

able. That in and of itself, is refreshing.  We should hold every elected official accountable for
what they say they are going to do. 
This is why we are so disappointed the Milwaukee County Board did not act to fund this

work. 
The ancient African proverb is right, it does take a village - elected officials, educators, faith

leaders, community advocates, social justice reformers, and each of us -- working together in
pursuit of a better and fairer society.  We must elevate public discourse; we must seek partners
and solutions, so that every child, in every zip code, has the same opportunity to live their
dreams. We must act now.
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Beyoncé and Bruno Mars
were a sight to behold at the
Super Bowl 50 halftime per-
formance. Did you ever think
you’d see so much blackness,
or so many Black Panthers in
Afros at a halftime show? 
Or any Black Panthers in Afros at

a halftime show? Maybe Beyoncé has
tapped into something here, opening
up some space for other artists to
bring politics into pop culture and to
make more of today’s music more rel-

evant, reflective of and responsive to
the realities in which we live.
After the rock band Coldplay did

whatever they did on stage, Sunday’s
halftime performance was dominated
by Beyoncé, a rendition of her new
song “Formation,” and the animated
battle between Beyoncé’s and Bruno
Mars’ respective crews.
Now, Mars did a great job with

“Uptown Funk,” but Beyonce’s “For-
mation” was on some other level.
And it was quite a political statement,
too.
The Superbowl halftime show is

the most widely-watched perform-
ance of the year, and this was a prime
example of making the most of a po-
tentially momentous occasion and
turning it into something special. 
Aside from the visuals of the sisters

accompanying Bey with the black
berets, Afros and black leather outfits
was the message of the song itself.
“Formation” is an ode to the victims
of Katrina in New Orleans and a
shout out to the #BlackLivesMatter
movement, complete with floodwa-
ters, riot police and the iconic “hands
up don’t shoot” stance.
The music always is a part of the

movement. We have seen other points
in time and other artists and groups
— Public Enemy, N.W.A., Rage
Against the Machine, and so on —
who have made political statements
in their music and entertained their
audiences at the same time. The two
are by no means mutually exclusive. 
Besides, music always reflects our

dreams, our hopes, our challenges,
loves, fears, and the myriad emotions
and experiences we face.
And we can go back even further to

examples such as Stevie Wonder,
Marvin Gaye and others who influ-
enced the times for black people but
also echoed the struggles and move-
ments that were taking place at that
moment in time. 

And now, we are living in a social
climate where people are hurting —
whether from lead poisoning in Flint,
police violence in Anytown, U.S.A.,
racial harassment on college cam-
puses, mass incarceration, unemploy-
ment, poverty, racism or injustice. 
Across the country, black people

are demanding reform, demanding
more of their leaders, better leader-
ship, even taking leadership in their
own hands and creating the change
they want. 
There is even a natural hair move-

ment to complement the Black Lives
Matter movement, with hints of the
“Black is Beautiful” and Black Power
movements of the 1960s and 1970s.
As for Beyoncé, she must have sur-

prised more than a few people with
this latest song. 
Surely, many would not have ex-

pected her to release a highly political
song or video. She is getting atten-
tion, and the Super Bowl show pro-
vided effective advertising for her
2016 tour. 
Until now, with a few exceptions

such as the Fox series Empire, the
movement had not been fully-inte-
grated with popular music and popu-
lar culture, only making cameo
appearances and being injected with
short, fleeting references. 
But this Super Bowl show tells us

how far the public consciousness has
come in a short period of time, as the
music is catching up to the activism
already out there.
Perhaps Beyoncé is setting a trend

that other black artists will follow, the
way that Jay Z has committed $1.5
million to Black Lives Matter-related
causes. 
People in the music industry can

combine activism and entertainment,
and maybe others should try it, espe-
cially when we know these issues are
on the minds of the community. Why
not give the people what they want?

ships we could create that help families when they return to any neighborhood
in the city,” Pitre said, citing the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee
and the Milwaukee County libraries as examples.
The former shelter, Sojourner Truth House, offered 46 beds to women and

children, at a confidential location. The new shelter can accommodate 56 and
is embedded in a secure section of the new center. Residents are literally and
figuratively wrapped inside a network of advocates and healing profession-
als.
“This facility gives us the opportunity to wrap (services) around people and

show them that they have the power to break the cycle of violence,” said
Peggy Troy, CEO, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Sojourner’s main partner
in the new facility.
The  Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Child Advocacy Center and Mil-

waukee Police Department Sensitive Crimes Unit are located in the building.
In addition, Aurora Health Care, the Milwaukee County District Attorney’s
Office, Milwaukee Public Schools, Wisconsin Department of Children and
Families, Jewish Family Services, and Wraparound Milwaukee are among
the partners that will have representatives in the new facility.
In addition, the Marquette University Law School Restorative Justice Pro-

gram, Marquette University College of Nursing and others are finalizing de-
tails of their partnerships.
Major funders include the State of Wisconsin; Charles E. Benidt Founda-

tion; Zilber Family Foundation; and former Major League Baseball Commis-
sioner Bud Selig and his wife Sue, in support of the center’s Child Advocacy
Center.
Pitre commended the center staff, saying they are the ones “who stand in

the dark, holding candles” to guide those who come to them in need.

New Sojourner 
Family Peace Center

Continued 
from page one

Beyoncé’s Super Bowl 
performance brought the mood
of Black America center stage

by David A. Love, courtesy of
theGrio.com, posted February
8, 2016

Beyonce performs at the Pepsi Super Bowl 50 Halftime Show (Getty Images/ Matt Cowan)

“Black Power is giving
power to people who have
not had power to 
determine their destiny.”

--Huey Newton

BLACK HISTORY  QUOTE OF THE WEEK
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In Loving Memory

J.C. Frazier, Funeral DirectorEarnestine O’Bee-Founder

LELAND, RICKEY
Age 44 yrs. February 1, 2016.

Funeral services will be held on Thursday, February 11,
2016 at 11 a.m. Visitation Thursday 10 a.m. until time

of services at: Northwest Funeral Chapel, Inc.
O’Bee, Ford and Frazier

6630 W. Hampton Ave., Milwaukee 414-462-6020
www.northwestfuneralchapel.com

SMITH, WILLIAMETTA
Age 99 yrs. February 2, 2016.

Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, February
10, 2016 at 11 a.m.

at Calvary Baptist Church, 2959 N. Teutonia Ave. 
Visitation Wednesday 10 a.m. at the CHURCH until time
of services. The family is served by: Northwest Funeral

Chapel, Inc. O’Bee, Ford and Frazier
6630 W. Hampton Ave., Milwaukee 414-462-6020

www.northwestfuneralchapel.com

ROSE, HAROLD M.
Distinguished Professor Emeritus

Dr. Harold Rose is lovingly survived by his
wife of 60 years, Ann Louise and one son, 

Gregory of Nashville, TN. He leaves a beautiful grand-
daughter, Latisa Dixon and three cherished great

grandchildren all of Jackson, TN
Along with thousands of devoted students and 

colleagues from UWM and across the United States. 
He was born January 8, 1930 and died on February 2,

2016, peacefully at his  home with Ann Louise.
Funeral services will beh held on Friday, February 12,
2016 at 2 p.m. Visitation Friday 12 noon until time of

services at: The family is served by:
Northwest Funeral Chapel, Inc.
O’Bee, Ford and Frazier

6630 W. Hampton Ave., Milwaukee 414-462-6020
www.northwestfuneralchapel.com

SEWELL, ROSEMARY
Age 83 yrs. February 2, 2016.

Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, 
February 10, 2016 at 11 a.m. Visitation Wednesday 10

a.m. until time of services at:
The family is served by:

Northwest Funeral Chapel, Inc.
O’Bee, Ford and Frazier

6630 W. Hampton Ave., Milwaukee 414-462-6020
www.northwestfuneralchapel.com

BRYANT, LEOLA
Age 84 yrs. February 7, 2016.

Funeral services will be held on Friday, February 12,
2016 at 11 a.m. at Holy Temple First Born Missionary
Baptist Church 4960 N. 18th St. visitation Friday 10
a.m. at the CHURCH until time of services. The framily

is served by: Northwest Funeral Chapel, Inc.
O’Bee, Ford and Frazier 6630 W. Hampton Ave., Mil-

waukee 414-462-6020
www.northwestfuneralchapel.com

MCMURRAY, VICKIE M.
Age 57 yrs February 7, 2016. Funeral services will be
held on Saturday, February 13, 2016 at 11 a.m. at

Ebenezer COGIC 3132 N. MLK Dr. Visitation Saturday 9
a.m. at the CHURCH until time of services. The family is

served by: Northwest Funeral Chapel, Inc.
O’Bee, Ford and Frazier

6630 W. Hampton Ave., Milwaukee 414-462-6020
www.northwestfuneralchapel.com
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and adults instantly hit the dance floor,” says Activity Di-
rector Wanda Gray. “Then storyteller Lois Reddick told
us about the power of working together. She made us
laugh, think and deeply appreciate the history of our an-
cestors.”
Another intergenerational activity used eggs to teach

the concept of equality in a creative way that children
could easily understand. 
Brown and white eggs were passed out to the children

and adult clients. As they cracked the eggs into bowls,
they were asked, “What did you notice about the color on
the inside?” The unanimous answer: “They’re all the
same!”
February Black History Month will be equally exciting

at St. Ann Center, says Carrie Davis, Bucyrus Campus
Director of Childcare. “Our Head Start children are learn-

ing quotes relating to Black heritage and culture.” The
youngsters will present them at a special intergenerational
program on Tuesday, February 16, which will also in-
clude a dramatization of the story of Rosa Parks, “the first
lady of civil rights.”
St. Ann Center’s Bucyrus Campus has experienced

tremendous growth since its grand opening. This growth
is driven by a commitment to nurture the heart of our
community—serving its children, adults and families and
providing reliable employment within walking distance
of employees’ homes. In the past four months, St. Ann
Center has formed strong partnerships with many com-
munity organizations. 
Along with Parklawn Assembly of God Church, the

Center is working on the construction of the Indaba Band
Shell on the Bucyrus Campus—a place where community
fairs, artists, concerts, choirs, poets, dance and ministry
can be celebrated and enjoyed right in the neighborhood.
And this spring will see the opening of a one-of-a-kind
dental clinic, designed to serve people with disabilities,
as well as a community medical clinic.
None of this would be possible without our commu-

nity—our village. Your help allows St. Ann Center to
continue to provide quality services to our neighborhood.
We invite you to come and visit, call for a tour, or just
stop by and explore ways that you can become involved
in the Bucyrus Campus and the revitalization of our
neighborhood. For more information, call 414-210-2450.

Black History Month
Lasts all Year at 
St. Ann Center
(continued from page 2)In the Catholic Church and some

other churches the holy season of
Lent begins on February 10, known
as ASH WEDNESDAY.  
This day is the first of 40 days

leading up to Palm Sunday on March
20.  The readings assigned for Ash
Wednesday are: Joel 2: 12-18, Psalm
51, 2 Corinthians 5: 20-6:2, and
Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18.
For those who observe Lent, it is a

time of more focused and sincere
prayer, a time of fasting and purifica-
tion, and a time of more generosity to
others, especially the poor and the
powerless.  
And all of this is preparation for

the Week we call “Holy” during
which we recall the Passion, Death
and Resurrection of Jesus.
And all of this “activity” stems

from the core belief that God loves
us without reservation or qualifica-
tion, we are simply loved because we
are God’s creation and all that God
makes is good.  
So we say “what can we return to

the Lord for all the good God does
for me?”  It is only through God’s
mercy that we exist and are loved.
For us to experience God’s Mercy

we ought to take time to pray, to be
in God’s presence and not attempt to
overwhelm God with words.  
During Lent maybe we could prac-

tice “Centering Prayer” or “word-
less” prayer.  
That means we find a quiet place,

acknowledge God’s presence and
simply let God’s love and mercy seep
into our pores and change us ever so
gently.  Do this ten minutes in the
morning and at night.  It will not be
easy.  
Select a mantra like “Jesus Love,”

or “Come, Lord Jesus.”  And as your
mind races from one thought to an-
other, simply return to the mantra and
realize that part of the prayer is to
deal with these distractions without

getting upset.  
There is much written about Cen-

tering Prayer that you can find on-
line.
Our next focus is Fasting.  And

here we can get way off track.  Fast-
ing doesn’t mean giving up some-
thing and then patting yourself on the
back for your self-control.  Yes, fast-
ing does entail giving up food and
drink. 
The Church recommends that we

eat two small meals and only one
main meal.  But, you can see that this
is pretty much a personal decision
based on so many variables.  
The spirit of fasting calls for sacri-

fice and maybe some hunger pangs.
And Fridays in Lent are also special:
no meat. I would add that anything
expensive should be off the menu. I
don’t think eating a lobster would be
in the spirit of Lent.
And finally, Sharing and Caring

(giving alms) is essential for a good
Lent.  Maybe this is the time to start
volunteering at a Meal Program for
the poor or a time to truly practice the
virtue of generosity and start “per-
centage” giving of our income to the
poor.  

We often speak about 10% as the
biblical norm.  It might be good to
start there, if we are giving woefully
less, but it is only a starting point.
But let’s be realistic.  
If we are giving 1% of our income

now, maybe a leap to 2% is all we
can handle spiritually at this time.  
God is good all the time, so we can

return our portion to God through the
poor as we deepen our understanding
in the fact that we are the recipients
of God’s great Mercy all the time.
As we receive the Sign of the

Cross on our forehead with the ashes
of our palms from last Palm Sunday,
the minister says to us:  Repent (Turn
Around!) and believe the Good
News.  Through Prayer, Fasting and
Alms-giving we show we do believe!
And all of this leads to our goal:  to

be the hands and feet and heart of
Jesus to those we meet, especially the
poor and powerless.  
As we deepen our prayer, become

more aware of what we eat and how
much, the more we dig into our wal-
let or bank account and share with
others, the more we will rejoice in the
celebration of Easter.  Come Lord
Jesus, Come.

The Holy Season of Lent
BREAD
IN THE 
WILDERNESS
By Fr. Carl Diederichs,
St. Lucy/ St. Luke Catholic Churches
Houma-Thibodaux, LA

“As we receive the Sign of the Cross on our forehead
with the ashes of our palms from last Palm Sunday,
the minister says to us:  Repent (Turn Around!) and
believe the Good News.  Through Prayer, Fasting and

Alms-giving we show we do believe!”
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Milwaukee, which has the largest population of in-
carcerated black men among all 50 states, the state of
Wisconsin spends more on prisons than education. By
age 30-34, only 38 percent of men in the 53206 zip
code have not spent time in an adult state correctional
facility, according to a 2007 study on the area by the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
On December 22, 2015 at 9:00AM I had the pleasure of meeting

with running candidate for 7th district alderman, Randy Jones. 
It takes a lot to impress when it comes to politics seeing politi-

cians “good ole boy,” system has cranked out nothing but unwar-
ranted conditions for the residence of Milwaukee.  
However, in my interview with Candidate for 7th District Randy

Jones he did not speak nor take a “ego” stance as most politicians
I’ve interviewed this year have. Randy’s passion to change his
community was solid, 
I never seen someone so dedicated and personally connected in

politics. Randy shared with me his childhood story growing up
in foster care--he found it difficult but was able to overcome life’s
adversities in search of a promising future. 
During my interview Randy shocked me, Randy Jones is com-

mitting 20% of his earrings as Alderman of 7th District. It is rare
for a politician, to give up anything these days especially income,
so I asked Randy, “Why?” He simply said, ”I plan to lead by ex-
ample as I look to create the change the people living in my com-
munity seek to experience.”
Randy Jones has a plan to combat the negativity oppressing his

community. Milwaukee has become nationally known as the
worst place to live; not to mention corporations offering a living
wage are not waging Milwaukee as a place to do business, it is so
important for the residence living in Milwaukee to vote to restore
and revive our community at large. 
I truly believe Randy Jones embodies the type of leadership and

compassion we all look for in an Alderman. 

Exactly one week from the Spring
Primary, Martin Weddle, City of Mil-
waukee 9th Aldermanic District Can-
didate, slammed current incumbent
Alderman Robert Puente on area
businesses exiting the district and the
lack of positive activities for youth to
engage in within the district.
“The 9th District is in crisis and the

time for new leadership is now. The
former Northridge Mall has been va-
cant for several years under the cur-
rent alderman and other area
businesses including Target continue
to pack up and move out, one after another”, said Weddle. 
“Our youth are struggling to find positive, meaningful

activities to engage in, while car break-ins and vandalism

have spiked.”
“The 9th District needs active

leadership on the ground level--en-
gaging with residents, not just large
signs at local gas stations; I have a
plan to infuse much needed life and
vitality back into the community.  
“A tangible, pragmatic plan that I

have been an integral part of and
have witnessed its successes first-
hand, in one of the State’s most im-
poverished zip codes.” 
“Business as usual isn’t working”,

Weddle said. “I have the vision, pas-
sion, and experience to reverse these negative trends for
the district because its residents truly deserve better,” he
added.

Vivian Redd-Fehr, 
candidate for 
Aldermanic District 7
Vivian Redd-Fehr is proud to be

one of five certified candidates to
represent the people of Milwau-
kee’s Aldermanic Dist. 7. The al-
dermanic seat has been vacated by
Willie Wade.
Redd-Fehr’s family has lived in

the 7th district for approximarely
40 years. She holds a B.A. degree
in journalism from Marquette Uni-
versity with post-graduate studies
in business administration. 
Redd-Fehr is currentluy working

in the insurance industry, providing
life insurance and financial prod-
ucts to the Milwaukee and sur-
rounding counties’ residents.
She has had a long career in the

real estate industry where she holds
lincenses in Wisconsin and Florida.
Redd-Fehr wants to represent the

7th aldermanic district because she
wants to bring back the quality of
life for the district as well as the
city of Milwaukee. 
Top on her list when elected is to

reduce crime and bring jobs back to
Milwaukee. 
Please visit her website:

www.ReddFehr4District7.com for
more detailed information.--Article
courtesy of Vivian Redd-Fehr
campaign

Politics&Government/Election Watch 2016
Randy Jones:
“Milwaukee’s
7th District has
No Room for
Politics, Let the
truth be told...”
First person by Tam Lawrence Vivian Redd-Fehr

Ninth Dist. Aldermanic Candidate Martin Weddle calls for
new, more effective leadership has plan to attract more
businesses and reverse deteriorating quality of life

would guarantee long-term economic growth. The statis-
tics gathered from the study will tell us the reason why.
Davis said the study would allow the city to utilize a

race-based program, thus ensuring more participation by
minority-owned businesses, which would lead to a reduc-
tion in the unemployment rate in minority communities.
Another issue of importance to Davis which goes hand-

in-hand with the challenges of poverty and job/business
creation, is education.
Davis found it ironic that during the mayor’s 2016

budget address several months ago, he didn’t mention
poverty or education.
“Those are two of several key components in order for

Milwaukee to address all of the problems occurring here
that have spiked in the last several years,” Davis stressed,
adding his administration would work with entities in-
volved in a national objective to create boarding schools
for at-risk students, some of whom might be homeless.
The candidate added that he would create a taskforce

to eliminate the divisive environment that exists between

choice, charter and public schools.
Noting many school buildings are antiquated and have

become cost prohibitive to continue operating, Davis
would also mandate the creation of surplus school build-
ings plan. 
The plan would require closed school buildings to be

redeveloped for non-education uses, raised and cleared,
or brought up to the standards of other education institu-
tions that are positive environments for children to learn.
Davis said he is not conceding any votes, adding he’s

been working to garner support from the predominately
white and Hispanic South Side of the city which is Dono-
van’s strong-hold.
“I intend to have support on the South Side—as well

as with every citizen in the city who understands that a
Davis administration would be good for the city of Mil-
waukee.
“I’ve had conversations about areas of greatest need

with white people and most of them will tell you that the
negative statistics in the African American community
has to be addressed and a comprehensive solution needs
to be sought.
“They understand that if we don’t address the issues, it

will continue to drain fiscal resources; focusing those re-
sources on crisis management instead of a pro-growth
strategy.”
Davis said he feels good about the movement his cam-

paign is creating within the African American commu-
nity. “Our campaign is about empowering the next
generation of leaders and putting in place an infrastruc-
ture that should have been designed and implemented a
long time ago.”--Photo of Davis by Yvonne Kemp

Martin Weddle

JoeDavis
(continued from page 1)
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RESET BUTTON
REFORMATION

Today…I decided to establish a new power within myself.
I have the power to improve my life by removing and correcting scenarios that no

longer work for me.
I am now in the flow, the process…the actions…Of letting go of what does not work to

embrace what does…For me.
I am giving myself the gift of new shape of mind in refusing to give into others judg-

ments of me, of what they think I should be.
I have a new arrangement…a new plan…a new pattern. I have been blessed with a gift of

power and now is the time to use it.
People that want to learn more of me and be in my world will have to get with the pro-

gram. 
My struggle is over with those that cannot accept me for who God made me.

Sonya M. Bowman
“It Is What It Is”

BIRTHDAYS
Every day of each year there will be someone getting a year older.  

For some of us we celebrate Big and for some of us we feel it's just another day.

It appears time moves slowly in our youth.  We can't wait to be the age where society
says

You are legal and grown enough to make decisions on your own.

Some of us are the age where it appears time is moving too fast and feel like our Birth-
days are

Coming too quickly.  Society now is saying you no longer are able to make your own de-
cisions…

If you allow GOD in your life He will guide and direct you on how to embrace your Birth-
days.

He will let you know if you need to hit the "RESET BUTTON."

I thank God for all my Birthdays thus far and pray for many, many more... Life is Great.
God is my decision maker not society.

Tara Pulley
Keeping it Real…

REJUVENATE
I am brand new.

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”
Today is a new a day.

I am making a fresh start.
Nobody can stop me now.

I’m on the move.
Lookout world…I am on my way.

I have pressed send.
Zelda Corona

Vision Represents Faith!

Sonya Bowman

Tara Pulley
Zelda Corona

Sista Speak. . . “Speak Lord!”

Milwaukee Bucks to host annual 
“Bowl Over Breast Cancer” Event
The Milwaukee Bucks are once again

aiming to strike down breast cancer with
the 9th annual Bucks “Bowl Over Breast
Cancer” bowling event. This year’s out-
ing will take place on Friday, Feb. 26, at
AMF Bowlero Lanes in Wauwatosa
(11737 W. Burleigh St.) and will feature
two sessions for people to choose from.
The first is a morning session beginning
at 11 a.m. with an afternoon session to
follow beginning at 2 p.m.
Spots are still available for both ses-

sions, but lanes are filling up fast so ad-
vanced registration is recommended.
Teams of six or individuals (who will be
placed on a team) wishing to participate
can register at www.bucks.com/bowl.
Entry fees are $45 or $65 per person and
include two games of bowling, shoe
rental, T-shirt, gift bag and Bucks tickets.
A $45 entry includes two $55 lower level
end-court tickets for the March 17 game
vs. the Memphis Grizzlies and a $65
entry includes two $84 lower level side-
line tickets for the same game. The dead-
line to register is Friday, Feb. 19.
In addition to registering, bowlers are

encouraged to collect at least $100 in do-
nations. Bowlers who collect $100 in do-
nations will be entered in a raffle to
receive four Courtside Club tickets to the
March 17 game vs. Memphis plus other
great prizes. 
For more information on the Bucks

“Bowl Over Breast Cancer” event or to
register, log on to www.bucks.com/bowl.



We’re not just a We’re not just a 
newspaper...we’re a newspaper...we’re a 

“Viewpaper,” showing in“Viewpaper,” showing in
photos what’s happeningphotos what’s happening

in your community! Soin your community! So
pick up your pick up your 

“Viewpaper,” the “Viewpaper,” the 
Newspaper with its Newspaper with its 

finger--and lens--on (andfinger--and lens--on (and
focused on) the pulse offocused on) the pulse of

your community! your community! 
The Milwaukee The Milwaukee 

Community Journal!Community Journal!

The Milwaukee Community Journal February 10, 2016 Page 8 The Milwaukee Community Journal February 10, 2016 Page 9Dismal
Super
Bowl 50
by Dave Zirin
There was a time way back in the last century when the

Super Bowl was a guaranteed clunker: a preordained
blowout where the only reason to tune in would be the
ingenious, quirkily creative commercials, stunning exam-
ples of the mangled collision of art and commerce.
Maybe you had to watch a game that ended with a score
of 42-10, but you got to see Apple computers make a
black and white revolution against Orwellian sub-
servience (in the form of
IBM).
This year’s game was a re-

turn to that turgid past, with
the Denver Broncos beating
the Carolina Panthers 24-10,
in a contest with enough
flags, fumbles, and failure
play to make up a season
highlight package for the
1976 Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
Yet this year, there was not
even the saving grace of in-
ventive ads designed to make
us sit up in our seats. 
If you were from another

planet and judged earth solely
on the basis of these Super
Bowl advertisements, you’d be forgiven for thinking that
we are a place of heterosexual breeders who somehow
find people to have unprotected sex with, despite our toe
fungus, irritable bowel syndrome, or opioid constipation. 
As much as five million dollars was spent for every

thirty seconds of commerce, with Big Pharma ubiquitous
in its presence. 
Their ads had such an unrelenting scatological tone that

my twitter feed was filled with references to the “Pooper
Bowl” or the “Super Bowel.” Second to the parade of pre-
scription drugs, were the NFL ads “celebrating” the chil-
dren who were born nine months after the Super Bowl
throughout the years. It wasn’t endearing, it was creepy.
Even the night’s highlight: Beyonce’s performance of

her fierce new single Formation, felt like it was cut way
too short because the halftime concert organizers clearly
needed more time for… Coldplay. 
The British band was such an awkward choice for the

halftime festivities that they brought in Beyonce and
Bruno Mars to save the day. 
The two certainly tried, but Chris Martin, the lead

singer of Coldplay kept poking his head between the two
performers like a cold shower. 

Far more importantly, Queen Bey’s background
dancers gave us the photo of the night, holding up a photo
that read “Justice for Mario Woods” remembering the
young man who died in a hail of gunfire at the hands of
San Francisco police. 
It demonstrated that the black berets and X formations

of Beyonce’s set were not just radical chic but represented
a depth, substance and concrete links to the call for jus-
tice.
It does, however, speak volumes that the highlight of

the evening was a photo posted on twitter. The lowlight
was seeing Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton,
the NFL’s MVP, get humbled by a historically great Den-
ver Broncos defense. 
It reminded me of legendary New York Times sports-

writer Robert Lipsyte’s description of seeing Muhammad
Ali toy with Floyd Patterson, and it resembling the act of
“pulling off the wings of a butterfly piecemeal.” 
For people who had fallen for Cam, the night was dif-

ficult to endure. 
According to ESPN’s stats department, Cam “was pres-

sured on 42.9% of his dropbacks, the highest percentage
in a game of his career.” 
After the game, he walked out of his press conference

after three minutes, which has already led to a new round
of dim-witted, starch-headed takes about his faults as a
leader. 
Cam Newton is not a bad leader. Cam Newton is a

human being, although a human being that clearly a great
many people—after his epic season—wanted to see
brought low.
Meanwhile, as Cam Newton was pilloried, 39-year-old

Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning was glori-
fied. Despite the fact that he also played a wretched game
by any statistical measure, despite the fact that he is being
investigated by the NFL for using human growth hor-
mones (to be clear, I don’t give a shit what any of these
athletes put in their bodies to play the most violent sport
on earth), he was lionized in the aftermath as the ultimate
role model. Meanwhile former player Bill Romonowski
called Cam Newton “boy” on twitter. (He later deleted
the tweet and apologized.)
It was that kind of a night. Unless you are somehow

connected to the city of Denver, a big fan of awful offen-
sive line play, or appreciate the quicksilver fast Broncos
linebacker Von Miller, it was difficult to endure. 
The ugliness of it all turned damn near satirical when

Peyton, in what may be his last game, took time after the
contest to kiss his business partner John Schnatter, the
owner of Papa John’s Pizza, on the cheek and name
dropped Budweiser on national television. Even with his
entire family looking on, even in the afterglow of what
was perhaps his time on a football field, Peyton still found
time to shill. 
It was uncomfortable and even nauseating to witness.

It was also completely in tune with the environment. This
is the NFL: a warped moral universe where Peyton is a
hero, Cam is a villain, we all cuss each other out on social
media and the guys in the backroom count the money
laughing at the rubes. 
They say “The NFL Is Family” but unless Commis-

sioner Roger Goodell’s marketeers are making a cheeky
organized crime reference, it not a family worth claiming
as your own.--Dave Zirin is the sports editor of The Na-
tion.

“The game
was not only
god awful to
watch. It also
gave us a hell
of a window
into the

NFL’s three-
ring-circus.”

Khris Middleton (22) of
the Bucks going to the
basket against the
Boston Celtics’ Jared
Sullinger (7)

Michael Cater-Williams (5)
trying to block shot by
Celtics’ Avery Bradley

Bucks’ Miles Plumlee being taken
down by Jared Sullinger

Bucks Giannis Antetokounmpo (34)
with former Marquette star Jae Crowder
(99) waiting for the ball to drop

Photos by 
Bill Tennessen

Bucks hang on to beat
the Boston Celtics
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