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“I was able to get to
Summerfest by boat!
No traffic on the lake.
This was a great way
to see Summerfest
from a different side.
Common put on a
great show. I’m look-
ing forward to next year, the 50th year.”

Darrin Reasby

“This was my first
Summerfest. On the
night I went, I noticed
there wasn’t a lot of
African Americans
there. It wasn’t a lot
of African American
performers. I went to
the Nelly Concert.”

Deangelo 
Haynes

“One thing that stood
out to me was during
the “Kirk Franklin
Worship Hour.” Many
were refreshed to
know that God is
greater than any situ-
ation.”

Mildred
Weston

“Everything was as
and crowded as
ever, but there was
a subdued tension
under the surface.” 
(Editor’s note: Ms. Purifoy
may have been at Summer-
fest the night of the shoot-
ing of five police officers in
Dallas, which would explain the atmosphere)

Corin
Purifoy

Question and Photos by Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF
THE WEEK:

“We asked Summerfest
goers what act or event

stood out the most  during
this year’s festival?”

“THE“THE
‘FEST”!‘FEST”!
PHOTOP: Scenes from

Local group The Esquires II

The Commodores

Cincere, another
Milwaukee native,
opened for Com-
mon. He performed
with the Milwaukee
band, Cigarette
Break.

Kool, of
“Kool and
the Gang,”
gettin’ down
on the bass

Milwaukee native and favorite,
the legendary Harvey Scales

Morris Day and The Time

Blues/R&B singer Dick
Tate gets down during his
performance.

Bobby Rush

Common (at right)
and Nelly (inset)

Photos by Yvonne Kemp, Kim Robinson
and Francesca Guyton-Johnson

MONDAY, July 11

TUESDAY, July 12

Lack of permit
halts planned
street march

It was like night and day between Monday and Tuesday protests in Red
Arrow Park in response to the recent deaths of two Black men at the hands
of white police officers in Louisiana and Minnesota.

As the photos above show, demonstrators, led by the Coalition for Justice,
started by the family and supporters of Dontre Hamilton--who two years ago
was fatally shot by a Milwaukee police officer in the same park--showed up
in mass on Monday to protest the officer involved shooting deaths of Alton
Sterling in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Philando Castile in a suburb of St.
Paul Minnesota.

Milwaukee police officers, as has been their custom during demonstrations
of police brutality by the Coaltion the last two years, stood on the periphery-
-in a show of force--to make sure the rallies and demonstrations stayed peace-
ful.

Protestors filled the small downtown park that rests between two city land-
marks: City Hall and the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts.

Both Monday and Tuesday protests here held at around 5 p.m., the time
public and private sector workers end their workday and head home.

On Tuesday, things were dramatically different in the park and in the ac-
tions of the police.

Demonstrators returned to the park Tuesday to see that there were beer-
garden trucks from Sprecher Brewing occupying the park space, as well as
picnic tables that were set-up infront of the Red Arrow monument and under
shade trees near by. The photo from Monday shows no beer trucks or picnic
tables, as protestors held their rally at the food of the historic marker.

Instead of standing on the sidelines watching, Milwaukee police and com-
(continued on page 5)

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

Milwaukee Police prohibit anti-police brutality march from
taking to the streets , marchers restricted to sidewalk

Nate Hamilton addresses gathering in Red Arrow Park.

Strategies needed to empower our 
community, put the community and 
police on common ground, and end
senseless street violence

The Milwaukee Community Journal is working daily to chronicle the
African American experience in Milwaukee, and the metro area. The recent
turn of events in Wauwatosa, in Atlanta, in Dallas and Orlando and places
throughout the United States has humbled us because we understand the
sympathy associated with loss yet again! We are weary and befuddled with
apparent unwarranted overuse of power by yet another policeman.

At the same time, we know the importance of having our police officers
respond to the many crimes that sometimes overwhelm our community:
Shootings, auto thefts, domestic fights, gang wars, burglaries and assaults.   

We need our police and we need them daily. How many of our neighbors
belong to the MPD, the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Department, the State
Highway Patrol, or are part of the National Guard? They are our family,
brothers, sisters, cousins and Dads. Every cop is not a “bad cop.”

Our newspaper’s 2015 focus on “Men Empowering Men” honored sev-
eral men who are first responders. These men (and the women they serve
with) showed us individuals who not only protect us, but raise strong fami-
lies and give of their talents to build other strong Black men. 

So it was meaningful to hear President Obama say, in frustration, in grief,
in disbelief what we all feel: “When will it stop.” Violence is NOT THE
ANSWER!  An eye for an eye does not work.

(continued on page 6)

MCJ MCJ EDITORIALEDITORIAL

With Sprecher beer truck in the background, MPD commanders
discuss plan to keep protestors from marching in city streets.

Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Photo by Clarene Mitchell
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URBAN My URBAN My 
DIALOGUE...DIALOGUE...
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES ELECTION WATCH 2016ELECTION WATCH 2016

Can one person or entity be the problem plaguing the
Black community? What prevents us from becoming
totally free?

My entrance into this life as a Black person in Mil-
waukee could not have been any better orchestrated in
leading me toward the path I walk today. Being born
one year after Medgar Evers and President John
Kennedy were assassinated, and two months before
Malcolm X’s  assassination, my young eyes saw the
pain, fear and anger many Blacks had after Dr. Martin
Luther King’s and the aforementioned other assassina-
tions. I remember my mother having to get to work be-
fore curfew passing through the National Guard stop
points. I even remember seeing a few tanks. So today, I
admit then I may have formed some type of hate for au-
thority figures. 

As My journey continued through Black Milwaukee I
watched the community we once shared with many
starting to become our own. The Whites began moving
out as we continued our freedom fight for fair housing,
education and employment. Black Milwaukee, at that
time, seemed to be a great place to live and grow.
Everyone seemed so proud to be always greeted with a
smile, or a hug and laughter.

Then a change began to occur. Maybe we as a people
began giving up on ourselves fighting over who would
stay in the fields and who would live in the mansions. 

I wonder did we forget about protecting the future of

the children, the future of our existence? What were we
thinking after we obtained homes, only to turn around
and sell them; even our businesses

Did the Black on Black killings that continue to this
day, begin after many of our Black professionals and
decent job holders went running to the suburbs and pri-
vate subsections in a fit of selfish behavior? 

They left behind Black people who were not finan-
cially or mentally stable enough to fend for themselves
against the attacks from slumlords, drugs dealers and
poverty predators; hoping and praying the next messiah
was coming? 

The times have changed but the thinking and actions
of the same type of predators hasn’t. Despite the chal-
lenge we continue to face, we need to bond together to
form a movement that will resist and change our condi-
tion. The only reason we haven’t done it to this point is
because many of us haven’t had the proper guidance. I
truly believe this.

That’s why it’s important for me to be able to recog-
nize our weaknesses and strengths from years gone by
so we don’t keep making the same today and tomorrow.
We as Black people must separate fantasy from reality.
We must believe and know self-love is the key

Okay, can one person or entity be the problem plagu-
ing the Black community?

The answer is: Yes! Each individual problem affects a
community as a whole. We must come together and
stand against all violence and the lack of growth and a
lack of knowledge that prevents Black development
within our community.  We must break the chains of
our self-bondage so we can conquer our demons with
total Peace with justice  

--Torre M. Johnson Sr/president and founder of
Xmen United 

Are Black Christians partly 
responsible for the mayhem 
and violence that defines our
community?
Are Christians

partly responsible
for the racial acri-
mony and violence
that defines, or has
redefined America?

Are those of us ever-dwindling
number of African Americans who
profess to be followers of “The”
Christ complicit in the assassinations
of five police officers in Dallas?

Should White Christians assume
some of the blame for Dylann
Roofs’ assassination of nine Black
parishioners in an AME church in
Charlotte, South Carolina?

Provocative questions? For sure.
But compelling? Answer that ques-
tion at the end of this column (which
will conclude next week…it’s long,
but religious topics tend to make me
a little long-winded).

And for the record I’m not talking
about Christians taking partial
“blame” as in the idiotic statements
made by State Rep. Mandela Barnes
when he thought he was scoring po-
litical points by saying the mass
murders at an Orlando gay nightclub
was inspired by the conservative the-
ology of many—including Black—
Christians.

That’s not what the author, Tony
Evans, of an incendiary article in the
Washington Post meant when he
posed those questions.

Reverend Evans was instead try-
ing to show a link between the social
chaos we are witnessing today, and
the reality that the church has
strayed from its ordained mission.

Evans, pastor of Oak Cliff Bible
Fellowship in Dallas and president
of the Urban Alternative, wrote his
controversial article literally in the
shadow of the horrific assassinations
of the Dallas police officers, who
were murdered during a demonstra-
tion organized by Black Lives Mat-
ter.

Staged by a Black former Army
specialist, the slayings (he also
wounded seven officers and protes-
tors) was sparked by the shooter’s
anger over a series of questionable
killings of Black men by police,
most recently in Baton Rogue, LA
and St. Paul, MN.

Undergirding both of those two
extremes is a society on the brink of
a racial meltdown reminiscent of the
1960s. 

And fueling that flame is historic
poverty levels in the Black commu-
nity, a near total breakdown of the
nuclear family structure and the re-
lated emergence of a sub-culture that
old warriors for justice find dichoto-
mous and confusing.

Thus, Evans denunciation was

aimed at not just Black victims of
police prejudice and fear, but at the
Dallas assassin and 805,000 other
shooters who pulled their respective
triggers in 2015 mostly in urban
areas of the county.

That’s almost one million shoot-
ings that police responded to, and
one million victims of violence. A
disproportionate number of those
shootings occurred in the Black
community.

As was a disproportionate per-
centage of the 512 police killings of
“suspects.” Almost weekly another
police killing brings into question
prejudice, profiling and perceptions
that force Black men to fear for their
lives when a red light flashes in their
rear view mirror.

Black America is literally caught
between shooters at both ends of the
spectrum in part because the Chris-
tian Church has become a fraternity,
Rev. Evans surmises. And that fra-
ternity has been partying in the frat
house while social despair, racism,
and poverty has taken root outside
its doors.

Too broad a brush? Pointing a fin-
ger in the wrong direction? An
overly simplistic analysis?

Maybe. Or maybe not.
Obviously, those who are skepti-

cal—or who totally reject the con-
cept of God—whether called Allah,
Elohim or Olodumare—won’t em-
brace anything that follows in this
article. If that’s your profile, you
may as well turn the page, stop read-
ing and go back to your rerun of
Family Feud or listening to (at mind-
blowing decibels) gangsta rap.

And those pseudo Christians
(CME detonation, as in go to church
on “Christmas, Mothers Day and
Easter” only), who only believe in
those parts of the biblical that don’t
inconvenience them, or in an evolv-
ing holy book that changes with the
culture and times, should do like-
wise.

But to those who believe, if not
fully understand, Evans’ words
should provide food for thought.

Citing biblical scripture, Rev.
Evans noted in his article that when
early society was falling apart, God
further “troubled them with every
kind of distress because they contin-
ued to reject the knowledge of God.”

He theorized that our current
plight could be traced to Christians’
failure to advance God’s Kingdom,
to spread the faith and to do it in a
loving, unified way.

Our nation’s ills are not merely the
result of corruption or racism, Evans
theorized. “Our troubles can also be
traced directly to ineffective Chris-
tians.

“One of the real tragedies today is
that the church as a whole has not
furthered God’s light, equity, love
and principals in our land in order to
be a positive influence and impact
for good in the midst of darkness,
fears and hate,” he continued.

That is because far too often, we
have limited the definition of the
church, to being an “informational,
inspirational weekly gathering rather
than the group of people that God
has ordained to operate on His be-
half on earth in order to bring
heaven’s viewpoint into history.

“There needs to be a recalibrating
of many of our churches to the uni-
fied purpose of the Kingdom of
God,” he declared.

It is about time more churches
start using the keys God provided
them to the kingdom to unlock
doors, so that we get greater heav-
enly intervention in our earthy catas-
trophe.

That’s not to negate the good work
of hundreds of churches, he contin-
ued, but what Christians have been
ineffective at, is a unity that in-
creases “our impacts on a large col-
lective level. 

“When we unite as so many
churches did during the civil rights
movement, we can bring hope and
healing where we as a nation need it
most.”

The congregation must come to-
gether to pray with what the Bible
calls a “solemn assembly,” “mean-
ing a sacred gathering with prayer
and fasting to invite God’s manifest
presence to reemerge in the culture.”

The church must also move peo-
ple from membership to disciple-
ship, he said. Just being members of
the church is not good enough any-
more. “We need visible, verbal fol-
lowers of Jesus the Christ who are
public with their witness and trained
how to do that. If the church doesn’t
train people to do that, it has failed.

Unless the church steps forward,
carries out the mission, the country
will continue spiraling downward
into the depots of fear and hate.

“And above all, we must not let
fear or hatred divide us. Peace, unity,
love and nonviolence should be our
rallying cry and the catalyst for
change in our nation.

“Through this, we can seek to
transform the remnants of tragedy
into the foundation of a stronger,
more equitable future.”

(Part two next week…)

Election Inspectors Wanted!
The Milwaukee Election Commission is seeking hardworking citizens dedicated to protecting voter rights and democracy

to work as Election Inspectors (poll workers) for the August 9 and November 8 elections. Interested individuals must be
U.S. citizens, live in Milwaukee County, be at least 18 years of age, and never convicted of a felony (While felons, even “off
paper,” cannot be poll workers. However, “off paper” felons CAN vote). Applicants must attend and will be paid for one
class-training ($21.75) or retraining ($15). To receive training class payment, you must work on election day. Those who are
hired as Election Inspectors can earn $130 for a full day shift (6:30 a.m. until all tasks are finished, about 9:30 p.m.); $65 for
half day shift (6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. or 1:30 p.m. until all tasks are finished about 9:30 p.m.)

Bilingual speakers are also needed, particularly Spanish speakers. Contact Kimberly Zapata at 414-286-3957. Interested
individuals can apply by mail or at city hall--200 E. Wells Street, Room 501, Milwaukee, WI 53202, or online at: city.mil-
waukee.gov/Helpmilwaukeevote. For more information, check the website or call 414-286-3491. Training begins soon!
Apply now!
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By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt
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“The church must also move people from
membership to discipleship, Evans said.
Just being members of the church is not
good enough anymore. “We need visible,
verbal followers of Jesus the Christ who
are public with their witness and trained
how to do that. If the church doesn’t train
people to do that, it has failed.”

Can one person be
the key to the success
or failure of the Black
community?
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Families served by:
Northwest Funeral Chapel

O’Bee, Ford & Frazier

Quality Service...
a tenured tradition

sincere concern at your time of need.
Offering pre-need, at need and
after-care services to families in

Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha
and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

J.C. Frazier, Funeral DirectorEarnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 
Racine, WI 53402

Telephone: (262) 637-6400
Fax: (262) 637-6416

Does the world
need a saved ver-
sion of The Real?
According to

Jamal Bryant, a co-
host of The Preach-
ers, “There’s never
been more of a need
for a show like
this.” 

The faith-based panel show,
currently on a three-week test run
in New York and Los Angeles,
features “four outspoken preach-
ers known for their unique takes
on pop culture, news events and
spirituality.” 

The four are Bryant, John Gray,
E. Dewey Smith Jr., and Orrick
Quick. Considering that Bryant is
the same man who has employed
phrases in his sermons such as
“sanctified sissies,” while quoting
Chris Brown’s “These hos ain’t
loyal” lyric, there’s legitimate
reason to find his claim of The

Preachers’ necessity rather dubi-
ous.

Mere minutes into the show’s
first segment on debut day, such
suspicions were confirmed.

During a discussion about the
Black Lives Matter movement
and police brutality, while Smith
did acknowledge the role racism
plays in policing, he discussed the
work of his law-enforcement-
working uncle before asking,
“Does a black police officer’s life
matter?”

Then, Quick offered the follow-
ing analogy: “If you have three

children and one of them breaks
curfew, would you punish all chil-
dren? So my question is why
would we punish every police of-
ficer as if they pulled the trigger?”

A better question is why would
one want to contribute to the false
narrative that critics of bad polic-
ing are generalizing all who work
in law enforcement?

After that came Gray, who ac-
knowledged that he had been
racially profiled in his “very nice
neighborhood” in Houston while
he sat in his car parked in his
driveway. 

When Bryant asked the panel
what should be done moving for-
ward, Gray decided that instead
of being “bitter” and “disillu-
sioned,” he would opt to “go to
the police department with gifts to
introduce myself.” Gray also
thanked the police for what they
do, noting it was “his job to initi-
ate peace and be the bridge-
builder.”

A cameraperson then panned to
an applauding group of nonblack
women, none of whom will likely
ever have to know what it is like
to feel tortured by those who have
taken a sworn oath to serve and
protect all. It may be Gray’s job
to initiate peace as a pastor, but
such rules do not apply to black
people who find themselves

judged guilty due to bigotry by
someone donning a badge.

Throughout the premiere
episode and in numerous inter-
views and promos touting the
show, it was celebrated that there
is now a show with four men—
notably black men—on TV. How-
ever, like the talk show hosted by
Tyrese and Rev. Run on OWN
earlier this year, we know that
being black, or being black and
male alone, is not enough. 

Do we need a homophobic pas-
tor with this large a platform? Do
we need black clergymen preach-
ing messages of docility to hurt-
ing black folks on national
television?

What good is your melanin
count if your messaging is
messy?

Still, being a forgiving person
like Beyoncé by the end of
Lemonade, I opted to give this
show another chance. Wednes-
day’s episode launched with more
hot topics—among them Azealia
Banks’ bleaching her skin.
Bryant, who fancies himself quite
nicely, and makes that very clear
on the show, made a joke about
Lil’ Kim and Azealia Banks using
a two-for-one deal on bleaching
cream.

WWJD? Probably not say that.
One of the other panelists then

likened skin bleaching to cos-
metic surgery and not wanting to
be in “God’s image.” Well, that’s
certainly one, facile, hyperbolic
way of viewing cosmetic surgery.

After this came a discussion
about cohabitation, and with it,
the potency of my nerves:

Just because society has
changed doesn’t mean the word

RELIGIONRELIGION

Bethesday Baptist Church, located
at 2909 N. 20th St., where Robert
Armstrong is pastor, has two events
this month and next they are inviting
the community to.

The church will hold its 2016 Va-
cation Bible School July 25 through
29th nightly at the church. Classes
will start at 6 p.m. and end at 7p.m.
Friday, the last day of VBS, there will
be a end of VBS service starting at 7
p.m. The theme for this year is: “The
Ultimate Climb--Hiking Up to Meet
God.” 

On Saturday, August 6, Bethesda
Baptist will hold a Women’s Ministry
Bazaar, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

For more information on both
events, call the church office at 414-
442-1323.

Events for July
and August at
Bethesda 
Baptist Church

RELIGIOUS COMMENTARY

Can The Preachers
Be Saved?
Pastors Jamal Bryant, John Gray, E. Dewey Smith Jr. and Orrick Quick co-
host this sanctified version of The Real, but after a mere two episodes, it’s
clear this daytime talk show needs Jesus.
BY Michael Arceneaux, courtesy of theroot.com, originally posted July 13

(continued on page 7)

The Preachers: Jamal Bryant, E. Dewey Smith Jr., John
Gray and Orrick Quick FOX SCREENSHOT
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manders, led by Assistant Chief
James Harpole, where in the park to
tell the Hamilton matriarch Maria
Hamilton--and her son Nate Hamil-
tion, who arrived 20 minutes later--
that they could not hold their march
because they did not have a permit.

In a statement released before the
rally and protest Tuesday, Chief Ed
Flynn “encouraged” protestors to ob-
tain a permit for their demonstration.
Because they did not have a permit,
they could not march in the street, but
had to stay on the sidewalks and take
a designated route or be arrested.

Both Nate and his mother noted
that they have never gotten a permit
to march and protest in the two years
they have been leading demonstra-
tions following the death of Dontre.

“They want to prevent us from
making a statement (by protesting)
said Maria Hamilton after talking to
Harpole and other police command-
ers.

She said seeing a beer garden in
the park was an “insult to my child
who died in this park.”

Maria Hamilton noted that all over
the nation, people were coming to-
gether to demonstrate the deaths of
Sterling and Castile. But in Milwau-
kee, the authorities were prohibiting
demonstrators from doing so because
demonstrators would be making it
harder for people who work down-
town from going home.

“My child (Dontre) can’t go
home.”

Saying they’re has never been a
beer garden in Red Arrow Park,
Maria Hamilton believed it was a tac-

tic of the Milwaukee Police in order
to prevent them from demonstrating
there, adding police want to “control
the narrative” of the protests and ex-
pression of feelings by a segment of
the community that wants to see real
change.

“If some people are uncomfort-
able...good...it means they know
what’s happening. We have a right to
be in these streets and tell our story.”

As noted, the MPD in the past has
always been on the perimeter of the
park or the marches. 

But Tuesday there were police in
plain view--up close--with their
squad cars, tactical vehicles and per-
sonel, bicycle cops, police vans and
mounted police. They were either
lined up  parked along wells or fol-
lowing closely as the demonstrators
eventually marched ON THE SIDE-
WALK with their signs and chants to
shut down the city if they and the
community they represented didn’t
get the justice they were entitled to
under the law.

During a heated exchange in the
park before the march, Harple said
some 50 police officers had to be
pulled from “violent neighborhoods”

to make sure the demonstration does-
n’t violate the law.

Nate Hamilton encouraged Har-
pole, commanders and officers to
march with the demonstrators in a
show of love, unity and solidarity. By
their very silence at Nate Hamilton’s
offer, the police commanders de-
clined.

After marching from the park, to
the site where Bastille Days was still
being set up, down Cathedral Square,
marching west down Wisconsin Av-
enue, to Fourth Street, up State Street
back to Red Arrow Park, protestors
joined hands and made a heart-
shaped circle on the area of the ice
skating rink.

One of the Coalition organizers
told the gathering that they would be
holding a mass meeting to discuss
and strategise it next moves. Thurs-
day, July 14, at All Peoples Church,
5975 N. 40th St., starting at 6 p.m.

As the protest ended, bike cops
left, riding through the park next to
the demonstrators, immediately fol-
lowed by SUVs pulling horse stalls
driving down Water Street past the
Marcus Center. Out of eyesight of the
marchers, once could imagine other
police vehicles leaving as well to the
main police station on State street or
other precincts in or near the down-
town area.

The demonstrations were officially
over...for now!

Lack of permit
halts street march
(continued from page 1)

Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett released the 
following statement regarding local protests: 
“In light of recent national events, I want to reinforce the importance of police

and community cooperation.
“The Milwaukee Police Department is committed to protecting the rights of in-

dividuals to protest. 
“The Department has consistently attempted to strike the right balance be-

tween protecting First Amendment rights and protecting the safety of the general
public. Individuals participating in the demonstrations and marches have consis-
tently shown respect for the rights and freedoms of others.
“This balance must be maintained.”

(continued on page 7)
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Former state Rep. Jason Fields and
executives from CK Gates & Associ-
ates are preparing to launch a tech-
nology-sector certification training
program in Milwaukee.  

The goal: Train and certify large
numbers of underemployed and un-
employed Black and other underpriv-
ileged young men/women in
Milwaukee and other Wisconsin

cities in high-tech software.
"This is a great opportunity for the

11th Assembly District residents and
the Milwaukee community to get be-
hind my Jobs and economic plan, by
supporting a program that focuses on
the demand side of job creation by
offering training within professional
service careers that involve leading
with innovation and creative energy

to enhance the growth of our middle
Class”, said Fields, who is seeking to
return to public office by campaign-
ing in his former 11th assembly dis-
rict.  

Said Carlton Gates, “Whether it be
Microsoft, Oracle, or Cisco Systems,
Operation Technical U-Turn will
offer the Milwaukee Community the
potential to reap the following bene-

fits:
• Stable highly technical skill that

cannot be outsourced abroad.
• Significant increase in high in-

come earners in the community over-
whelmed by low income
employment, skills and crime.

• High income taxpayers for the
city, county and state of Wisconsin.

• Increase in the number of diverse
candidates for companies

and other organizations.
• Proactive versus reactive ap-

proach to underdeveloped communi-
ties in Milwaukee and other
Wisconsin cities.” 

The program would focus on re-
cruiting the right individuals. Those

with the best chance to succeed. The
goal being a very high rate! 

• Training facility that is easily ac-
cessible

• Laptops and other technology in-
corporated into the program 

• Mentoring throughout the entire
training, certification and initial em-
ployment process

• Recruitment of employers prior
to class completion and certification

“It is our goal to bring this program
to the Wisconsin Legislature and
seek bi-partisan support that will help
improve the quality of life for the
11th Assembly District as well as the
City of Milwaukee”, said Fields!So we’re the bad peo-

ple?
Y'all chase away the

black people?
Ain't y'all the same

ones brought us on them
boats?
And now I see y'all get-

ting angry cause we start
to get hope.
A lot of privileges is for

y'all.
You didn't think we'd

show y'all.
South park token presi-

dent yeah so called. But
he ain't help me. He most
likely helped y'all. 17
couldn't buy swears but
in jail I was an adult. 
Now this some messed

up stuff. It feels like we
are in a pit and I'll be
dumb to not go legit. 
Cause if not in a cell Im

going to sit. That's where
I wrote this they had me
caged up like a pit. I had
to note this. 
Had to focus. Open my

mind up and let my brain
swarm locust. Arresting
more kids. 
But remember y'all

needed workers. It was
that or y'all a etheit hurt
us. Years later now my
people murder. Ironic
right. 
No cause things haven't

change. The systems the
plantation probations
emancipation. 
So soon as you get in

prison you lose all deter-
mination. 
They waiting to catch

you slipping. They wait-
ing to catch you stealing. 
So open your eyes this

can't be the life we living
and we have to stop sag-
ging.
They have figured out a

way of killing pulling yo
pants up kind of look like
a heat you clinching. 
And start telling the

children they need to
stay out detention. 
The school Is key so tell

your children to listen. 
Cause off there test

scores is how there
building them prisons.
And heavens a mission. 
So if you want to suc-

ceed you got to stay
away from tension.
I don't blame my people

everybody just listen.
Cause when we came to
this country we had no
comprehension. Assimi-
lations.

If you are a youth or know a
youth between the ages of
pre-school to 25 years of age
who like to write, create art,
and want to share their
thoughts about improving Mil-
waukee from “their own” per-
spective, submit their art,
writing and viewpoint to:
Voices@communityjournal.net
and
Xmenunited64@gmail.com

YOUTH
VOICES
“So
we’re 
the bad 
people?”
by Arthur Clements

Former State Rep. Jason Fields and Executives of CK Gates
and Associates gear up to Launch Operation Technical U-Turn!

The President said we can no longer deny the under-
riding current that exacerbates these feelings of frustra-
tion and anger. And as the Chief of the Dallas Police
Department, David O. Brown said: “We are being
called upon to do everything. Everything that the city
has failed to do, the family has failed to do, the schools
have failed to do and the mental institutions can no
longer do, because they are now non-existent. Our offi-
cers are being called to serve in all of these capacities,
it’s too much.”

Today, the police have to arrest the mentally de-
ranged, forcing them into jails and courts, when in fact
they need hospitals and health and medications that bal-
ance them.

President Obama reminded us that in many urban
neighborhoods, too often,  it’s easier to go and find a
9mm Glock than it is to find a job or a book. Too often
schools have been denied the money needed to keep our
education system competitive with other nations. And
neighborhoods are too often devoid of businesses where
youth can find jobs, where they learn a work ethic and
take advantage of opportunities to climb the employ-
ment ladders that lead to full employment and economi-
cally stable families.

As youth all over the country are marching non-vio-
lently, one has to understand the need for people to hear
what they are saying. They have a right to get the pub-
lic’s attention.   

They need the opportunity to dialogue about what
must be done to augment their lives. Their message is a
mandatory outgrowth that cannot be ignored. And, the
youth must organize and work through their agenda so
that when they sit down, they know what they are ask-
ing for.

Dialogues take talking and listening. The dialogues
have to be about more than just “being angry”...or “
being tired”. Our young people are mature enough to
garner our attention. Consider now creating discussions
and collaborations and workable first phase, second
phase, third phase agendas and strategies.

As we look back on the Civil Rights movement of the
late fifties and sixties, there were identifiable leaders,
who huddled and created strategies that could be exe-

cuted in local communities throughout the country.
Strategies like making certain your votes count.

Strategies like electing officials who will going be sen-
sitive and committed to bringing about legislation that
will change the face of the Supreme Court, that was
going to integrate schools and colleges, that was going
to increase employment opportunities in federal institu-
tions, and the armed services, so that representation of
these places mirrored the percentage of people by race
and gender.   

Later policies like affirmative action and equal oppor-
tunity became doable strategies that still play out in
communities throughout the country, even though many
have now been erased from the books. They must be re-
visited. That’s a strategy.

We encourage our young people to really understand
the “movement.” Seek to bring about the non-violent
change that is desired and must be. But shooting cops is
not the answer. Marching for the sake of marching is
not the only answer. Strategizing and creating new fo-
rums for consideration may be the most valuable strat-
egy for the youth of today.   

Our youth are the most computer savvy, the most in-
telligent. And while some disparity continues to short-
change us, the majority of millennials, today, are
looking for authenticity, legitimacy and relevance for
their generation. They are the future. 

We look to support you, our children, our grandchil-
dren, our future husbands and wives. Education, better
paying jobs, respect, and safety for our families and
neighborhoods has to be the major strategy. As it was
for our generation (and we apologize that we let you
down. We did not keep the metal to the pedal, but now
you must!)

Death, more death, more vigils has not worked. But
mindful strategizing with a master plan for making the
changes, will. YOU HAVE OUR ATTENTION!

Now do the hard work. Tell us what you want, re-
search how it can happen and tell us not only that you
want it, tell us you have a strategy that is doable.  

A good strategy has to respect the cops, the commu-
nity, the youth and all families.  Good strategies benefit
all. You can do it. You are our Voices...tell us!

MCJ EDITORIALMCJ EDITORIAL
(continued from page 1)
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has.
There is a difference between

what is legal and what is moral.
Sex before marriage blinds you

from a person’s character.
If sex blinds you from a per-

son’s character, you have the
judgment of a dying woodpecker.
As fate, or in this case, faith
would have it, as cringeworthy as
those remarks were, they weren’t
the worst part of the episode.
Such honors would go to the first
interview of the show with
Omarosa.

Though Omarosa bragged
about her past interviews with the
likes of Oprah and appearances
on The View, more recently, she
has been the go-to guest for
newer daytime talk shows. One,
’cause she won’t miss a chance to
be on camera, and two, she’ll pro-
vide conflict. 

Such was the case on The
Preachers as she argued with
Bryant, who once served as her
“spiritual adviser” on her TV One
show co-produced by Donald

Trump. In other words, this new,
and purportedly necessary, new
forum did the Christian equiva-
lent of Omarosa’s interview with
Bethenny Frankel.

Meanwhile, note that Omarosa
shouted out the ladies while “sip-
ping the tea,” which was lifted
from gay black men. The church
is used to pretending gay men
don’t exist, so I shouldn’t be
shocked the church-as-a-talk-
show would do the same.

For former executive producer
and co-creator of The View Bill
Geddie, who runs this show, I
imagine it was sold on the notion
that blacks will follow their pas-
tors to daytime TV. We’ll find out
in due time, but I’ve already or-
dered an Uber for my escape
route.

While closing one segment,
Bryant declared, “Yo breath gon’
stank if you change the channel.”

Hand me a mint.
--Michael Arceneaux hails

from Houston and lives in
Harlem.

Can The Preachers
Be Saved?
(continued from page 4) “Do we need a

homophobic pas-
tor with this large
a platform? Do we
need black clergy-
men preaching
messages of
docility to hurting
black folks on na-
tional television?
What good is your
melanin count if
your messaging is
messy?”
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