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My wife Clarene and I
didn’t go to church Sun-
day, the morning after the
rioting of Saturday night in
the Sherman Park neigh-
borhood sparked by the
fatal shooting of 23-year-
old Sylville K. Smith by a
Milwaukee police officer
after fleeing from the
scene of an earlier traffic
stop.
Clarene and I decided to put Christ’s

words into action by going to the
neighborhood to provide water, snacks,
support and encouragement to the res-
idents of the Sherman Park area. We
made the decision to do that as we
watched the news reports Saturday
night of the businesses—reportedly six
in all—and cars that were set on fire.
Seventeen people were reportedly ar-
rested.
A number of Milwaukee Police

squad cars were also damaged and sev-
eral officers were injured after being
reportedly hit with rocks or bricks
while in their squads or on the street
trying to restore order.
We watched individuals at the scene

of the rioting talking to reporters, ex-
pressing their rage, anger, and frustra-
tion with what they view as an
oppressive system they don’t trust nor
respect…because it doesn’t respect
them. 
We watched as family, friends and

residents of--and who knew Smith--an-
grily confront Milwaukee police offi-
cers as they investigated the “officer
involved shooting,” pushing, shoving
and threatening each other; the resi-
dents not trusting the police or their ef-
forts to find out what happened and
why.
They had seen too many such inves-

tigations of police shootings—locally
(the Dontre Hamilton case) and nation-
ally—result in the officers being “jus-
tified” in their actions.
Clarene and I weren’t alone in our

mission as we arrived Sunday morning
with our cooler of water, juice packs,
chips and cookies (for the children

mostly). 
Aside from us and the Wisconsin

Job’s Now organization—which my
wife works for as their
community/public relations director—
there were other community groups,
individuals and families who also
brought food and water, as well as
gloves, garbage bags and muscle to
help residents clean up the area after
Saturday night’s rioting.
Up and down Sherman Boulevard

vehicles slowly moved as its occupants
gawked at the sites of where the unrest
and took place and at protestors and
residents who had gathered.
Residents, protestors and cleaning

crews of men, women, and children
were gathered around the burned re-

mains of the BP gas station and on a
small island of green space next to the
charred station. 
They were strategizing, decompress-

ing from the night before, expressing
their frustration, anger and pain in
words in front of television cameras
and to reporters from various local and
national television and print news or-
ganizations present to record the after-
math that had already gone national,
international on the airwaves, in print,
and viral on the Internet.
After helping my wife unload the

SUV, I walked over to the gathering of
journalists and residents near the
burned down gas station.
The station—which also contained a

convenience store—was reportedly

burned down because of a history of
mistreatment and disrespect shown to-
wards neighborhood patrons by its em-
ployees.
Weeks earlier it was the site of

protest by residents angered by an in-
cident involving the store’s employees
and youth. One of the employees fired
his gun in the air to scatter protestors
who had confronted the station’s work-
ers demanding respectful treatment.
As I approached the gathering, I

could see reporters and their camera-
men surrounding and listening to a man
dressed in black and upset. 
I learned later he was Patrick Smith,

the father of Sylville. He was telling
those gathered his son was the victim

AUGUST 2016
MILWAUKEE CIVIL UNREST
TIMELINE OF KEY INCIDENTS

Date Incident 
June 29th MPD and youth conflicts,  

rocks thrown at police 
June 30th Community activist begin 

providing de-escalation 
support to youth and young 
adults in Sherman Park 

July 19th BP gas station clerk fire  
shots outside station to 
scare youth 

August 12th 9 shootings, 5 homicides 
August 13th Sylville Smith shot by MPD 

officer @  3:30 pm 
August 13th  1st night of civil unrest; 6  

buildings burned, car set 
on fire
-BP gas station, Sherman 
and Burleigh 
-MJM Liquor Store, 
Fond du Lac and  North 
Ave. (Oak)
-BMO Harris Bank, 36th 
and Fond du Lac 
-Jet Beauty, 35th Street and 
Fond du Lac 
-O’Reilly Auto Parts, Fond  
du Lac and Burleigh  
-Liquor store, 21st and 
Hopkins 
5 arrests 

August 14th  Governor Walker activate 
the State National Guard 
based on a request from 
Milwaukee County Sherriff  
David Clark 

August 14th  2nd night of civil unrest 

17 arrests 
August 15th  Mayor enacted/enforced 10  

pm curfew for 17 years old  
and younger
Mayor enacted closing of  
Sherman Park from 
6 pm – 6 am. 

August 16th 10 arrests 
Timeline courtesy of Wisconsin Jobs Now

It took the better
part of the morning
to respond to all the
e-mails and texts I
received after my
appearance on Char-
lie Sykes’ radio program Mon-
day to discuss the “Milwaukee
Uprising.”
There was so much to discuss—bubbles to burst, misin-

formation to correct and conclusions to assess—that I
found it hard to contain myself during my 30-minute as-
sessment.
Prior to my going on the air, host Charlie Sykes had laid

out details of the unprecedented weekend of violence and
mayhem.
The chaos began when a Black police officer killed an

armed “street combatant” (my euphemism) who, according
to police, refused to drop a weapon.
Police had confronted 23-year-old Sylville Smith and an

acquaintance for a traffic stop near 42nd and Auer Avenue

at about 3:30 p.m. Saturday.
Information about the shooting quickly spread over so-

cial media, and tempers and frustrations about a series of
police shootings provided the match that ignited a powder
keg that exploded into confrontations with police and busi-
nesses destroyed by arson.
Reportedly shots were fired at the 7th District Police Sta-

tion, and bricks and bottles were thrown at police who tried
to restrain a growing crowd near Sherman Park.
Lootings and vandalism followed, even as several groups

called for peace, including Smith’s brother and sister.
(While a case can be made that the protestors were mo-

tivated by the killing, the same cannot be said of those who
looted a cell phone store or Jet Beauty supply store, unless
the former stole the phones to make calls to their attorneys
and stole the weaves so they would look good during their
court appearances.)

Three groups, three 
different responses to
Smith killing and riot

FIRST PERSONFIRST PERSON
AFTER THE RIOTAFTER THE RIOT
After the smoke clears Sherman Park neighborhood residents
speak out on what happened the night before, the conditions in
the community that led up to the violence, and what steps must
be taken to rectify the problems that created the incidents
By Thomas E.Mtichell, Jr.--Part One

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 8)

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Photo courtesy of Ch. 58 website

Photo courtesy of Ch. 58 website
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If anything good can come
out of the fatal shooting of
Sylville K. Smith’s by a Mil-
waukee Police officer and the
resulting violent unrest that
occurred which left six businesses burned down and several others looted, it is the opportunity
to truly—finally—address the economic and social ills within our community.
During a news conference the night of the riot in the Sherman Park neighborhood, Ald. Rus-

sell Stamper—whose district represents a small portion of the Sherman Park Neighborhood—
said he would immediately work to redirect Community Block Grant dollars to the area to help
create jobs and business development.
We applaud Stamper and former Ald. Mike McGee, Jr. who—along with Stamper—helped

bring calm to the situation along Sherman Boulevard and surrounding streets that may have
averted even more property damage…and injury to residents, protestors, and police officers
trying to bring the situation under control.
But aside from the much needed grant dollars, there must be a consensus among the stake

holders of the area—and a REAL concentrated effort—to finally address the social ills that
plague the area and the rest of Black Milwaukee.
Dollars and resources must be given to grass root entities in the community with a sincere

desire and commitment to create change. These entities must work together to formulate a
multi-pronged plan that will result in improvements in the quality of life for middle to low-income
residents.
One promising program that could be emulated by Stamper, Ald. Khalif Rainey—who repre-

sents the majority of the embattled area, and grass roots organizations committed to real
change is an initiative by “The Joseph Project” in the economically challenged 53206 zip code.
There through the project and with the help of a local central city church, Black men are

transported to Sheboygan to work. As reported in the city’s daily recently, the Joseph Project
“married faith-based community activism to bottom-line corporate necessity, with a bit of politi-
cal clout helping as matchmaker.
If the political figures here can look beyond political affiliation (the Joseph Project and the

work initiative is supported by Conservative Republican Sen. Ron Johnson), they will find they
might have an immediate tool to help deal with the community’s unemployment problem.
There must also be efforts to bring back programs that worked in the past, especially youth

programs such as the Police Athletic League (PAL) and other programs that will focus on
recreation, education and job training for our youth and young adults.
Calling for unity is not cutting it anymore. Our community needs to see and experience tangi-

ble, workable plans that will lead to results…and jobs that pay a family supporting wage.
Black elected leadership in our community must come together and form a Unity Caucus and

develop—with the aide of community thought leaders—a plan of action.
We, as a community, can turn a tragedy into an opportunity to advance real change. We

must seize this opportunity…NOW…or we will continue to wallow in social and economic mis-
ery which will see a repeat of last weekend’s unfortunate events.

More than unity needed to
solve problems Saturdays
riot brought to the fore

MCJ EDITORIALMCJ EDITORIAL

First Person:

AFTER THE RIOTAFTER THE RIOT
of a trap set-up by “the system” as part of an overall plan
to keep Black people oppressed.
He admitted the part he played in that trap, of being in

and out of jail, upset with himself for setting a bad exam-
ple for his children to follow. 
“When kids see the wrong role model, this is what you

get,” said the elder Smith, fighting back tears, trying to
hold his composure. “They have us killing each other.
“(It’s) ridiculous to be able to open carry…targeting the
community and Black youth…we playing a part in their
plan…they trying to destroy us.”
Sylville’s father walked away, finally succumbing to

his emotions, unable to continue, comforted by family
members.
Rev. Jeffery Hawkins, pastor of Church of the Living

God, 3649 N. Teutonia, agreed with Patrick Sylville’s
statement about fathers being role models, noting his dad
was his role model. “He loved family,” Rev. Hawkins re-
called, adding the burning down of the BP gas station and
other destruction that took place Saturday night is not the
answer.
Rev. Hawkins had been a mailman in the Sherman Park

area for 10 years. It was his last route before he retired.
He asked when is government going to “meet the needs

of the needy and not the greedy.” As a result, he added,
we are lashing out.
Rev. Hawkins lamented the loss of the grandmother,

“Big Mama,” in the home and the community that would
keep their grandchildren on the straight and narrow, in
church and their pants up.
The reverend said Big Mama and “Church Mothers”

don’t exist anymore. Older women of the church no
longer tell girls how to dress, look for a husband, or cook.
“We need to bring back traditional values in the com-

munity,” said Rev. Hawkins, adding while there are a
large number of mothers raising families and doing pos-
itive things, they won’t make the news unless one of the
mothers kills another.
“I’m angry at the plight of my people,” he said.
I overheard people express their outrage at what took

place the night before and at a political and economic sys-
tem that fueled the rioters anger.
Police presence was heavy around the remains of the

gas station that was encircled by yellow crime scene tape.
Police squad cars and vans were present and circling the
scene. 
Officers were standing near the gas pumps that thank-

fully did not explode, which would have devastated sev-
eral surrounding blocks.
“At the end of the day it’s going to be up to us,” I over-

heard one Black man say to another. “Oppression and

racism has been here (in Milwaukee and Sherman park),
breaking up families. The problem of drugs…everything
organized for our down fall.”
They lament that too many in our community are only

interested in getting “from point A to point B without put-
ting in the work to get there.”
They blamed the social system for destroying Black

people’s zeal, noting that institutional racism was at the
heart—the instrument—of that zeal’s destruction.
Whatever remnants of hope and dreams we have they

say has been misdirected. “You can’t smoke (weed I as-
sumed) and play video games forever,” one of the two
men said. “You need a purpose in life. We’re born with a
purpose in life.”
I approached the two men and tell them I’m a reporter

with the Community Journal and overheard what they
said and if I can use it and anything else they tell me for
a story, promising I would keep them anonymous. 
They agreed to be interviewed directly. One of them

said he’s angry about the conditions in the community
and institutional racism. “But that’s no reason to destroy
our community.”
He said the gas station (which is owned by Indian im-

migrants) represented foreigners coming into the com-

(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 8)

Community Journal Editor
Thomas Mitchell, Jr. interviews
Felesia Martin who lives in the
Sherman Park area with her
husband Terrell.--Photo by
Clarene Mitchell
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By Urban Media Staff
“Anyone from Milwaukee saw this coming. It was al-

ways when, not if.”
So said outgoing State Representative Mandela Barnes

this week after nights of unrest in the Sherman Park
neighborhood in the wake of another fatal police shoot-
ing. The images of stores set fire, police in riot gear, and
a community in pain have made headlines this week, but
while they are disheartening they do not come as a shock
to the community.
The reality of being a person of color in Milwaukee is

well understood by those who live here. What is harder
to understand is where we go from here. How do you
begin to address racial disparities in education and eco-
nomic opportunity? Where do you start when it comes to
addressing divides decades in the making? Who can the
community turn to for answers and solutions so that we
can get past the recent headlines and address the root
causes that will lead to the changes so desperately
needed?
Answers to the first two questions are many and varied,

worthy of more than discussion but action in the days,
weeks, and months that lie ahead. The answer to the third
question is easier. The community must first look within. 
There are every day, ordinary heroes in the Sherman

Park Community who have set an example for all to fol-
low in the wake of destruction. Leaders in the faith com-
munity who prayed not just for peace, but for justice.
Volunteers, including children, who gave of their time to
assist in clean-up efforts. That is how the healing has
begun, but it cannot end there.
The Sherman Park neighborhood and all of our com-

munities of color in Wisconsin must now look to the past
for inspiration and a path forward. Progress, change, and
advancement have come far too slowly in our communi-
ties, state, and nation. 
But they have come. Most often, it has taken a combi-

nation of good works in the community paired with ef-
fective public policy and leaders who understand how to
advance a cause.

We are already seeing the community step up. The next
step is rising up as a community to demand, en masse,
changes to public policy and leaders who will give more
than lip service to the challenges we face. This fall, we
have an opportunity to do just that in local, state, and fed-
eral elections. The surest way to make progress is to en-
sure electing representatives who have our back, and
holding them accountable in the future if they fail to back
up words with action.
In the 2012 election, turnout among communities of

color was off the charts in Wisconsin when President
Barack Obama was re-elected. Sadly, a well established
pattern held, as turnout and participation declined in
spring elections and the 2014 midterm election. 
It is simply not enough to only vote in Presidential elec-

tion years like this one. The policies enacted by the lead-
ers we elect in every election at the local and state level
have a profound impact on our communities. Wisconsin
has seen that up close in the last five years. 
If we are unsatisfied with what we have in terms of

elected representatives, we must act at the ballot box to
do better. If the policies enacted are failing to address the
challenges we face, we must act at the ballot box to re-
move those who stand in the way of progress. It has to be
on all of us, all the time.
President Obama is fond of imploring crowds, “don’t

boo, vote!” He’s never just meant for him, nor meant only
once every four years. He understands that our surest
power as a community is not as individual voices, be they
crying out for justice loudly or in quiet, but as a collective
community mobilizing ourselves to make the changes we
want to see as members of a democracy.
In the weeks ahead before Election Day, raise your

voices, ask the hard questions, and demand accountability
from those seeking your votes. That is the path to the
brighter future we need.
Don’t riot. Don’t loot. Don’t descend into the spiral of

violence and despair. Vote.
For information on how to register to vote and cast a

ballot visit myvote.wi.org or www.866ourvote.org. 

Moving Beyond Sherman
Park to a brighter future

Backdrop: Sherman park fires
burn on the boulevard. The ques-
tion asked the most is: Whose at
fault?
The children are crying, but

they’re not being heard isn’t this
the neighborhood belonging to
prominent African American cou-
ples and individuals? Are any of
them willing to help or even lis-
ten?
I still hear the night cries that

echoed across the smoked filled
skies. Did anyone ask why the
other five people had to die on the
same day of the sixth killed by a
Milwaukee Police officer? 
And it wasn’t until then it

seems that all hell broke loose.
Some say they heard screams of
no justice-no peace. I wonder
have we as a community ever wit-
nessed any of these two ever
completely happening?
Then there was the name call-

ing. “F---the police,” and the
throwing of the rocks and looting

for material stuff  from block to
block. 
Now our city is in full shock.

Some are in support of what hap-
pened and  others against it, with
many in agreement that this has
got to end... this has got to stop! 
I am guessing the police offi-

cers are getting over-time and the
media just has some new stories
to tell. 
I am hoping and praying  for a

successful plan, some action over
just talk. I’m also hoping that
whatever plan it developed it will
require all of us to work together
to better all the crumbling areas in
this city.
A  major focus should be on

supporting parenting and parents,
many of whom are up against it! 
Some observers blame social

media, saying its noting more
than a pacifier and the cause of
the inner city drama.
I also believe that Black Lives

do Matter, especially when it

comes to brothas loving brothas,
and this is coming from someone
who has been on both sides of the
trigger.
I am proud to be my brother’s

keeper and will keep leading by
example.  I also agree the children
should definitely be heard as well
as they too must be willing to lis-
ten, to be taught and groomed for
a prosperous future.
As a child, I too was troubled

and confused  because many
things in my life I knew and felt
were missing so I embraced the
victimhood position, that every-
thing wrong in my life was some-
one else’s problem or fault,
although I knew right from
wrong. The day I began holding
myself accountable was the day I
began to grow – my note to self: 
“ONLY WE CAN SAVE US!”

Torre Johnson Sr. XMEN
UNITED/ president, Xme-
nunited64@gmail.com

By Russ Feingold, candidate
for U.S. Senate
I’ve always been a firm believer that if you want

to represent the people of Wisconsin, then you
have to actually get out and listen to them. You
can’t simply give big speeches or go on cable TV
and declare that you have the solutions. If you’re
not listening to people right here, you don’t truly
understand the priorities and concerns that families
have for the future.
My belief was only reaffirmed in the wake of

last weekend’s shooting and the ensuing unrest.
We should remember that this strife is directly
linked to the fact that people do not feel that their
leaders adequately hear them, their concerns, and
their hopes for the future. Too many politicians fail
to realize the very real institutional barriers of
racism facing our communities and too many re-
fuse to seriously consider how to address these
barriers and their economic symptoms going for-
ward.
So when I kicked off this campaign, I listened

to as many people as possible. And whether it was
sitting down with seniors at Clinton Rose or visit-
ing with Andre Lee Ellis and other volunteers for
a community garden cleanup, over and over I’ve
heard the same thing: people tell me that they want
to live in safe, thriving neighborhoods. They want

an economy that works for them – not just for
those who are already well off. They want to be
able to pay the bills, send their kids to a good
school, and plan for a secure retirement without
having to worry that it could all fall apart in a mo-
ment’s notice.
People tell me that even though those at the top

are doing well, in too many of our communities,
families are still struggling to get ahead.
They’re tired of Washington politicians like Sen.

Johnson simply ignoring our communities. Instead
of listening to the people they’re supposed to rep-
resent, they go off to Washington and work to pro-
tect a system that only benefits corporate CEOs
and Sen. Johnson’s fellow multi-millionaires who
don’t care at all if our communities have the jobs,
schools, and resources they need to thrive and
compete.
In fact, Sen. Johnson has proven that he’s more

concerned with protecting Donald Trump’s bank
account than he is with investing in the working
families of Milwaukee.
That’s simply unacceptable. Milwaukeeans de-

serve leaders who will put their needs first. Sen.
Johnson has refused to do so. Since heading off to
Washington as a part of the Tea Party wave, he’s
completely abandoned the working families that
serve as the backbone of this community. On the
issues that matter most, Sen. Johnson has consis-

tently sided with the corporate CEOs at the ex-
pense of our friends and neighbors.
I believe that Milwaukee’s families deserve a

raise. That’s why I’m proud to support the fight to
increase the minimum wage to $15 dollars an hour.
If you work hard and have a full-time job, you
shouldn’t be forced to live in poverty. Sen. Johnson
simply disagrees. In fact his position is so extreme,
that he doesn’t even believe there should be a fed-
eral minimum wage at all. If he had it his way, big
corporations could pay absurdly low wages to our
workers without regard to the families who depend
on them to put food on the table.
But Sen. Johnson’s concern is not with Milwau-

kee’s families – it’s with the profit margins of the
powerful corporations. He’s spent years in Wash-
ington protecting corporate loopholes while the
same corporations turn around and ship more and
more Wisconsin jobs overseas. And he’s voted for
every bad trade deal to cross his desk while in the
Senate. He even voted to fast track the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership – the latest bad deal that would
see even more Wisconsin jobs lost to countries like
China.
We’ve seen too many jobs in Milwaukee disap-

pear, too many once flourishing neighborhoods
blighted, and too many hardworking Wisconsinites
unable to get ahead while the corporations grow

Recent events in community show 
Milwaukeeans need and deserve a
leader who will put their needs first

(continued on page 11)

Obstruction of Obama
Supreme Court 
Nominee Continues
By Urban Media Staff
Five months ago President Barack Obama fulfilled his constitutional duty

and nominated Judge Merrick Garland to fill the vacant seat on the United
States Supreme Court. Republicans, including Wisconsin Senator Ron John-
son have refused to give the President’s nominee a committee hearing and
up or down vote on the floor of the Senate. 
Judge Garland is among the most qualified, experienced nominees in

American history, and was confirmed with broad Republican support by the
Senate in 2013. One of the leading Republicans in the Senate, Orrin Hatch
from Utah, said that Garland would be a “consensus nominee” and that there
was “no question” he would be confirmed by the Senate. That was before
Obama nominated him. 
As soon as President Obama made the nomination Republican Majority

Leader Mitch McConnell declared that he would not consider Garland and
would refuse to allow the Senate to fulfill their Constitutional duty. Despite
the fact that the President had done his job, Senators like Ron Johnson would
refuse to do theirs.
It has now been nearly 150 days since Garland was nominated, making

this the longest obstruction of a nominee in history. Before Garland, the
longest period of time between nomination by the President and approval
by the Senate was 139 days. There is no precedent for such obstruction of a
President doing their job in American history.
The result of the ongoing Republican obstruction is a gridlocked Supreme

Court which has been unable to reach a decision on cases affecting millions
of Americans. “Justice delayed is justice denied” has long been a staple of
the American system of government. Sadly, justice is being delayed when
the judicial branch of our government is not at full strength, it cannot func-
tion as intended.
Some Republicans, including Senator Mark Kirk from neighboring Illi-

nois, have attempted to stand up to their Party leadership and call for action
on the nomination. Wisconsin Senator Ron Johnson is not one of them. John-
son even revealed that partisan politics were the motivating factor behind
the obstruction, telling one Wisconsin radio station that of course Republi-
cans would have considered a nominee for the Supreme Court if it had been
made by a Republican president.
Throughout history, party politics have never been more important than

the highest court on the land, until now. 
Republicans are flat out refusing to fulfill their obligations under the Con-

stitution by doing their job. When workers in Milwaukee don’t do their job,
they get fired, it’s just that simple. The same standard should exist for elected
officials who are paid with our hard earned tax dollars. 
President Obama has done one of the jobs we expected to do when we re-

hired him in 2012. Republicans should drop their unprecedented obstruction
and do their job too.

A NOTE TO SELF

PULSE OF THE 
COMMUNITY
Question and Photos by Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“How do you feel

about what the media
called “a riot” that oc-
curred last weekend?”
“I feel that the
media is doing what
they do best: taking
a situation and
making it bigger
than what it is,
which is a cry for
help, the expression
of being fed up. A demonstration be-
fore the storm can very well end up in
a violent action.”

Jimmy L.
Glover

“It makes Milwau-
kee look very bad.
We have a lot of ed-
ucated people who
actually can make a
difference by com-
ing together as one
community. This so
called riot was uneducated ignorance,
which is embarrasing and hurting to
me.”

Tadashi
Roberts

“I feel that for the
last few years, there
haven’t been real
riots, but something
more akin to public
and civil unrest. The
closest thing to a riot
has to be on the first
night during the burning of the gas sta-
tion and other businesses. Afterwards, it
looked more like people venting their
frustrations through protesting and un-
lawful gathering rather than rioting.”

Markell 
Johnson

“I feel that them calling
it a riot was absolutely
correct. I don’t feel they
were breaking into
stores and burning
them down because of
the young man (Sylville
K. Smith) dying, but
beause they felt it was
the perfect time for them to get away with
(it). So for it to be called a riot was very cor-
rect.”

Charnice 
Hutson



RELIGIONRELIGION
The Milwaukee Community Journal August 17, 2016 Page 4

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral Chapel

O’Bee, Ford & Frazier

Quality Service...
a tenured tradition

sincere concern at your time of need.
Offering pre-need, at need and
after-care services to families in
Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha
and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

J.C. Frazier, Funeral DirectorEarnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 
Racine, WI 53402

Telephone: (262) 637-6400
Fax: (262) 637-6416

John 14:1-4 “Let
not your hearts be
troubled. Believe in
God; believe also in
me. In my Father’s
house are many

rooms. If it were not
so, would I have

told you that I go to
prepare a place for
you? And if I go and
prepare a place for
you, I will come

again and will take
you to myself, that
where I am you may
be also. And you

State Sen. Lena Taylor (second from left) recently presented a proclamation to Hallowed Missionary
Baptist Church for its service in the neighborhood its located, 3800 N. Port Washington Rd., during
its pre-Vacation Bible School Community Outreach Cook-out held at the church. With the senator
are Rev. Aaron Morgan, Sr. (second from right), the church’s pastor; his wife, First Lady Merdis
Morgan (far left), and their friend, Hillside Community Center Commissioner Ann Wilson (far right).
--Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Church recognized for its service

Northside Church of God CWC
Sister2Sister Chapter cordially in-
vites you to its Annual Women’s
Weekend titled, “God’s Peace in the
Midst of Our Storms,” August 20th
to the 21st, at Northside Church of
God, 4858 N. 19th Street.
Below is the two day agenda for

the event:
Saturday Workshop – August

20th, 8:00am – 2:00pm (Registra-
tion @ 7:30am):
Enjoy praise & worship, educa-

tion, motivation and inspiration fea-
turing speakers of all ages.  Topics
include blended families, domestic
violence, women’s health and care
for the care giver just to name a few.
Continental breakfast, snack 
and full lunch will be provided.
No cost – A free will offering will

be received.
Sunday Morning Worship – Aug.

21s at 10:30am:
Minister & First Lady Marie

Sherrill will deliver the word.
For more information contact

church office at 414-372-6612 or
email ncg.sister2sister@gmail.com.

“God’s Peace in the
Midst of Our Storms”
Northside Church of God’s Sister2Sister Chapter to host
annual women’s weekend

“Every word of
God is pure: He 
is a shield unto
them that put their
trust in Him.”

--Proverbs 30:5
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“Intelligence plus
character--that is the
goal of true education.”

--Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The love of reading
There is much more than literacy at stake
for young learners

WASHINGTON, DC, -- Getting your kids ready for
school goes beyond outfitting them with pencils, pens and
new clothes," says author and publisher David Bruce
Smith.  "The most important 'gift' you can give your child
is a love for reading." 

He says that reading is elemental to the education
process but, he adds, there is much more than literacy at
stake for young learners.  "To paraphrase a character in a
movie I once saw, the key to all knowledge comes in
words."
Smith, who co-founded the Grateful American Book

Prize for authors who write and publish historically ac-
curate works of fiction/nonfiction-- especially for kids--

points out that a well-read child becomes a productive
citizen.  Reading also promotes curiosity, which is a cor-
nerstone of success in later life.
He has suggestions for parents who want to motivate

their children as they prepare for this coming semester:
• Don't censor them.  Let them read what they want.

Parental rebellion causes young adult defiance.  Even in-
ternationally acclaimed author Neil Gaiman writes:
"You don't discourage children from reading because you
feel they are reading the wrong thing.  Fiction you do not
like is the gateway drug to other books you may prefer
them to read.  And not everyone has the same taste as you.
• Stoke an interest in reading.  For example, if a child

favors science fiction, introduce him/her to the great Isaac
Asimov or Arthur C. Clark.
• For kids who hate the conventional ways of reading,

there are now electronic alternatives such as audio books
and Whispersync, a technology which enable users to
switch back and forth between a Kindle book and an
audio narration.
• Finally, take your children to the local library, and,

literally, show them the world in which they live.  "Li-
braries are about Freedom.  Freedom to read, freedom of
ideas, freedom of communication.  They are about edu-
cation (which is not a process that finishes the day we
leave school or university), about entertainment, about
making safe spaces, and about access to information,"
says Gaiman.
One last thing, says Smith.  There's proof now that

reading is good for the mind-and the body. A new study
in the journal of Social Science & Medicine, reveals that
people who read live longer than those who never en-
gaged.  
As for the 2016 Grateful American Book Prize, the

judges are poring through more than 100 books that were
submitted for consideration and will be ready to announce
a winner on October 6 at a ceremony to be held at the Li-
brary of Congress.  



Planned
Parenthood of
Wisconsin
Says Planning
is Key for 
Reproductive
Health Care
Both in Wisconsin and across the

U.S., unintended pregnancy rates are
dropping and local experts like those at
Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin
(PPWI) credit reproductive life plan-
ning as playing a contributing factor. 
Between 2008 and 2011, unintended pregnancies in the

U.S. declined from 51% to 45%. A portion of this is due
to a decrease in the U.S. teen pregnancy and birth rates,
which have reached a historic low. According to the Teen
Pregnancy Prevention Initiative, teen birth rates in Mil-
waukee have dropped 54% since 2006. 
Collaborative efforts between many agencies to in-

crease access to sex ed and reproductive health services
have resulted in more young people making the decision
to delay sexual activity and to use birth control when they
do have sex. 
Experts like Meghan Benson, director of education for

PPWI, say encouraging people to think about how preg-
nancy would affect their future and take steps to protect
themselves from unintended pregnancy is an important
factor. 
Benson gives this advice to individuals considering

having sex, “Having sex can affect your future plans if
you’re not prepared. So before you decide to have sex,
talk things through with the people you trust — like a
family member or a doctor. It’s important to think about
your plans for the future, including how to avoid unin-
tended pregnancy and STDs as well as how to plan for
healthy pregnancies if and when you do decide to have
children.” 

Embody, PPWI’s education department, is committed
to providing sex ed with a focus on healthy relationships,
STD prevention, contraception, and the importance of
open communication about sexuality. Embody offers both
educational programming and professional training.   
Benson says education plays an important role in fam-

ily planning, so PPWI offers a sexual health text line that
provides an anonymous, confidential way for teens to ask
their questions to a trained sexual education expert. Teens
just need to text “safersex” to 69866 to get answers. Peo-
ple can also make appointments online at www.ppwi.org. 

“At PPWI, we’re committed to making sure people
have the information, skills, and resources needed to take
control of their health and plan for the future,” said Ben-
son. “Open, honest communication with your partners is
a key factor in making sure you stay healthy and achieve
your goals.” 
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“It’s important to think about
your plans for the future, in-

cluding how to avoid unin-
tended pregnancy and STDs

as well as how to plan for
healthy pregnancies if and

when you do decide to have
children.” --Meghan Benson

HEALTH&WELLNESS

Vaginal Health; Roadblocks
and Evolution in the Most
Stigmatized Field of
Women's Well-Being
Global leaders and key stakeholders in women's pelvic health are coming

together in Milwaukee for APOPS 2016 Women's Pelvic Health Congress on
August 18-19, to address the seldom acknowledged pelvic organ prolapse
pandemic, sharing insights and challenges with diagnostic clinicians who pro-
vide routine pelvic exams, substantiating best practices, and analyzing little
understood comorbid conditions.
Research studies indicate 50% of the female population will experience

pelvic organ prolapse (POP); childbirth and menopause are the leading causal
factors. 
Millions of women experience debilitating POP symptoms and quality of

life impact for years, often decades, prior to being diagnosed, because little
clinician curriculum exists in the multitude of fields providing standardized
diagnostic female pelvic examinations. Association for Pelvic Organ Prolapse
will address this significant shortfall in women's health screening with
APOPS 2016 Women's Pelvic Health Congress.
Medical records indicating POP diagnosis and treatment date back nearly

4000 years to the Kahun Papyrus in 1835 BC; stigma continues to shroud
POP in silence. Women typically navigate multiple risk factors which include:
• Childbirth.
• Menopause.
• Heavy lifting.
• Chronic constipation.
• Chronic coughing.
• Diastasis rectus abdominus (DRA).
• Downward pounding (jogging, running) or heavy 
lifting fitness activities.
• Neuromuscular conditions.
• Hysterectomy.
• Heredity.
• Excess weight.
A significant diagnostic clinician practice gap permeates women's health

despite widespread prevalence of pelvic organ prolapse and thousands of
years of medical documentation. 
In recent years, a multitude of over-the-counter products, incontinence

pharmaceuticals, surgical and nonsurgical medical devices, and medical pro-
cedures have been developed to address treatment, but little has shifted re-
garding stigma, patient awareness, or diagnostic screening protocol.
As the foremost international advocacy agency addressing pelvic organ

prolapse, APOPS aligns with patients, healthcare, research, industry, acade-
mia, and policy makers to evolve and achieve POP directives, bridging all
sectors to address much needed advancement in patient health and physician
practice.
Association for Pelvic Organ Prolapse Support is a 501(c)(3) advocacy

agency with global arms, founded to increase awareness of pelvic organ pro-
lapse (POP), to provide guidance and support to women navigating POP, and
to bridge patients, healthcare, research, academia, industry, and policy makers
for the advancement of POP directives. 
APOPS's grassroots energy currently includes patient following in every

US state, every Canadian province, and 42 countries.
More conference information is available at:
http://www.pelvicorganprolapsesupport.org/meeting-detail/

“Intelligence plus
character--that is the
goal of true education.”

--Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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munity to take Black dollars out of
the community. “People feel they
(the foreigners) are exploiting our
community. But it’s still in our com-
munity. I gotta’ wake up in the morn-
ing and see the burnt husk of a gas
station.”

One of the six businesses burned
down was an auto supply store. “Peo-
ple have now lost jobs,” one of the
men say. “(But) I’m not surprised this
happened (the rioting). I see it and go
‘wow’…but it’s time for things to
change. It will get worse before it
get’s better.”

One of the two men leave and the
remaining brotha’ and I continue
talking. 
He tells me the media (mainstream

media) needs to start telling the story
of institutional racism—white su-
premacy—noting what took place
Saturday night is part of a deeper

issue, and until that issue is ad-
dressed, what we saw the night be-
fore will continue happening.
“Our community is unconscious,”

he said. “We need to be woken.
We’re walking zombies, uncon-
scious. Insanity is setting a gas sta-
tion on fire and watching it burn.”
After our conversation, Clarene

came up to me to tell me about a
woman who lives in the neighbor-
hood with her husband and is willing
to talk.
Felesia Martin and her husband

Terrell have lived with their family in
the Sherman Park neighborhood for
19 years. Felesia has lived in the
neighborhood since 1970.
She has seen it at its best with its

manufacturing jobs, Black owned
businesses, gas stations and corner
stores.
“It was a thriving community and

diverse,” Martin said, adding at one
time, Sherman Park had one of the
largest Jewish communities in the
state.
She remembers when the boule-

vards themselves were well main-
tained and Sherman Park itself was
thriving with activity.
“Our doctor and pediatrician lived

in the neighborhood,” Martin re-
membered. “We walked to appoint-
ments.”
But things changed in the late 80s

and early 90s. The rise in crime,

drugs, and gangs that plagued less af-
fluent neighborhoods began to take
its toll on Sherman Park. The chang-
ing dynamics forced the profession-
als to leave.
“Things started changing in ’85,”

Martin said. “There was a shift with
the growth gangs. In ’95 to ’96 it (the
neighborhood) really went down.
Martin saw more rentals of single-

family homes. “We stopped valuing
property. There is a lack of commu-
nity…connectiveness.”
When at one time there was a

sense of family within the neighbor-
hood (“we knew we were in it to-
gether”), there is now a disconnect
and ambivalence toward one another.
“We don’t take time to know and

understand one another,” Martin
lamented. “We’re quick to deny the
pain of others.”
Martin said what happened Satur-

day “grieves my spirit.” She said the
burned down gas station was once
owned by Black people. But when
they sold it to foreigners it created
tension in the neighborhood.
“They don’t respect us,” Martin

said of the station’s owners—and
other business owners who live out-
side the neighborhood. “But we don’t
respect ourselves. We should spend
our dollars where we are respected.
“The owners of the businesses

don’t live here, but they darn well
make their living here.”

Aside from the plague of drugs and
gangs, Martin pointed to the problem
of education (and its devalue in the
Black community), lack of employ-
ment opportunities and outlets for
youth such as movie theaters and
other activities to expend energy.
Martin also pointed to the break

down of the family structure. “When
we have a strong family nucleus—
where you have the mom and dad en-
gaged with their children, working
together—things are better. It just
makes sense!”
Though she and her husband don’t

have children, Martin does have
strong connections with her nieces
and nephews, and is involved in their
daily lives.
“I pull on their coat tails and check

on them; call them and ask how they
doing, and what they plan to accom-
plish this week and the next and what
I can do to help them do that.”
Coupled with a strong spiritual

base, Martin believes the community
would be in much better shape.
Martin questioned the absence of

social service agencies in the neigh-
borhood to over aide and counseling
to the residents. “People have been
traumatized by this (the riot).”
But social services should have

been in the community a long time
ago, Martin said. “This has been
years in the making.”
(Continued next week)…

AFTER THE RIOTAFTER THE RIOT
(continued from page 2)

As violence escalated, over 200
citizens led by several community
activists helped deflate tensions with
a march for peace.
Former Milwaukee Alderman

Mike McGee, Jr. was instrumental in
helping ease escalating tensions.
When the smoke finally cleared

(no pun intended) a half dozen busi-
nesses were completely destroyed,
six police officers injured and one
“bystander” shot.
Also, the National Guard was put

on alert and Mayor Tom Barrett,
who declared he had never seen such
a scenario, put a curfew for
teenagers into effect.
The national media was quick to

call the Weird Weekend “a full scale
riot.”
Conservative talk show demigods

exploited the violence, apparently
equating it to a slave rebellion or-
chestrated by lazy, immoral and vi-
olence-prone savages.
The national media lambasted

local leaders like Alderman Russell
Stamper and Khalif Rainey for com-
ments about how institutional racism
and the highest Black unemploy-
ment rate in the country helped fuel
the flames of violence.
Sykes was more tempered in his

analysis, although he too had issues
with Stamper, questioned the ra-
tional of “rioters” destroying busi-
nesses, particularly an O’Reilly auto
supply store that served and em-
ployed many from the depressed
community.
He also noted the dichotomy of

Smith, who had been accused of in-
timidating a victim of his reported
violence, being the new poster child
for supposed police misconduct.
Sykes also noted that while a riot

ensued from the Smith killing, no
community leader made note of the
five Black victims of murder during
the weekend who were also killed at
the hands of other African Ameri-
cans.
Sykes had plenty of ammunition

(again no pun intended) for those
who saw the events through a prism
clouded by false perceptions and
long ingrained fears of Black folks.
The talk show pundit, who is also

the host of the popular Sunday
morning television talk show, “Sun-
day Insight,” which I have been fea-
tured on for over 20 years,
proclaimed that the “weird week-
end’s” legitimate protests for police
accountability was undermined by
the senseless violence.
No doubt, the weekend intensified

stereotypes and further weakened
community/police relations.
I opened by declaring that the

media should take the initiative and
tell people to stop generalizing and
using “absolutes” when discussing
the events of the weekend.
I affirmed the obvious: the seeds

for the explosion were planted
decades ago and included socioeco-
nomic factors that justified Milwau-
kee’s ranking as the “Worse Place in
America for Black Americans.”
Milwaukee leads the nation in

seven negative social indicators, in-
cluding the highest incarceration
rate for Black people, highest infant
mortality, male unemployment and
poverty rates. Milwaukee is also
home to the lowest reading profi-
ciency rate for Black fourth and
eighth graders.
Comments Rainey and Stamper

were merely a reflection of those re-
alities.
Indeed, I noted that it will be

Stamper, Milele Coggs and Com-
mon Council President Ashanti
Hamilton who will bring a new par-
adigm to the table, with tree shaker
McGee Jr. serving as a community
liaison.
Look for State Senator Lena Tay-

lor and recently re-elected state rep-
resentative Jason Fields to assume
leadership positions at the state
level.
They will have their work cut out

for them as some local and national
media continue to fan the flames and
paint with a broad bush when refer-
encing Black Milwaukee.
Truth is, we are not a homoge-

neous group. In fact, as I explained
to Sykes, there were three distinct
sub-cultures that responded in vary-
ing ways to the Smith killing.
The first were the homeowners

and middle class residents of the
Sherman Park “subdivision.”
Many are middle age, educated

and economically stable. They were
repulsed by the violence and may-
hem that has defined Milwaukee in

recent years, particularly record
killings last year of Black adults and
children by Black “terrorists.”
This segment of the community,

which makes up the majority of the
area, vote, attend religious services
and maintain aesthetically pleasing
neighborhoods.
They engage politicians, advocate

for systemic change through the sys-
tem and often participate in marches
headed by groups like Pastor United
or MICAH.
The second group consists of mil-

lennials and other members of the
Hip-Hop generation.
Many don’t recognize (or under-

stand) the civil rights battles previ-
ously fought and are frustrated with
the world they live in as Black vic-
tims of a system of social and eco-
nomic apartheid. They view racial

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 9)

(continued from page 8)

I affirmed the obvious: the
seeds for the explosion
were planted decades ago
and included socioeconomic
factors that justified Mil-
waukee’s ranking as the
“Worse Place in America
for Black Americans.”
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munity to take Black dollars out of
the community. “People feel they
(the foreigners) are exploiting our
community. But it’s still in our com-
munity. I gotta’ wake up in the morn-
ing and see the burnt husk of a gas
station.”

One of the six businesses burned
down was an auto supply store. “Peo-
ple have now lost jobs,” one of the
men say. “(But) I’m not surprised this
happened (the rioting). I see it and go
‘wow’…but it’s time for things to
change. It will get worse before it
get’s better.”

One of the two men leave and the
remaining brotha’ and I continue
talking. 
He tells me the media (mainstream

media) needs to start telling the story
of institutional racism—white su-
premacy—noting what took place
Saturday night is part of a deeper

issue, and until that issue is ad-
dressed, what we saw the night be-
fore will continue happening.
“Our community is unconscious,”

he said. “We need to be woken.
We’re walking zombies, uncon-
scious. Insanity is setting a gas sta-
tion on fire and watching it burn.”
After our conversation, Clarene

came up to me to tell me about a
woman who lives in the neighbor-
hood with her husband and is willing
to talk.
Felesia Martin and her husband

Terrell have lived with their family in
the Sherman Park neighborhood for
19 years. Felesia has lived in the
neighborhood since 1970.
She has seen it at its best with its

manufacturing jobs, Black owned
businesses, gas stations and corner
stores.
“It was a thriving community and

diverse,” Martin said, adding at one
time, Sherman Park had one of the
largest Jewish communities in the
state.
She remembers when the boule-

vards themselves were well main-
tained and Sherman Park itself was
thriving with activity.
“Our doctor and pediatrician lived

in the neighborhood,” Martin re-
membered. “We walked to appoint-
ments.”
But things changed in the late 80s

and early 90s. The rise in crime,

drugs, and gangs that plagued less af-
fluent neighborhoods began to take
its toll on Sherman Park. The chang-
ing dynamics forced the profession-
als to leave.
“Things started changing in ’85,”

Martin said. “There was a shift with
the growth gangs. In ’95 to ’96 it (the
neighborhood) really went down.
Martin saw more rentals of single-

family homes. “We stopped valuing
property. There is a lack of commu-
nity…connectiveness.”
When at one time there was a

sense of family within the neighbor-
hood (“we knew we were in it to-
gether”), there is now a disconnect
and ambivalence toward one another.
“We don’t take time to know and

understand one another,” Martin
lamented. “We’re quick to deny the
pain of others.”
Martin said what happened Satur-

day “grieves my spirit.” She said the
burned down gas station was once
owned by Black people. But when
they sold it to foreigners it created
tension in the neighborhood.
“They don’t respect us,” Martin

said of the station’s owners—and
other business owners who live out-
side the neighborhood. “But we don’t
respect ourselves. We should spend
our dollars where we are respected.
“The owners of the businesses

don’t live here, but they darn well
make their living here.”

Aside from the plague of drugs and
gangs, Martin pointed to the problem
of education (and its devalue in the
Black community), lack of employ-
ment opportunities and outlets for
youth such as movie theaters and
other activities to expend energy.
Martin also pointed to the break

down of the family structure. “When
we have a strong family nucleus—
where you have the mom and dad en-
gaged with their children, working
together—things are better. It just
makes sense!”
Though she and her husband don’t

have children, Martin does have
strong connections with her nieces
and nephews, and is involved in their
daily lives.
“I pull on their coat tails and check

on them; call them and ask how they
doing, and what they plan to accom-
plish this week and the next and what
I can do to help them do that.”
Coupled with a strong spiritual

base, Martin believes the community
would be in much better shape.
Martin questioned the absence of

social service agencies in the neigh-
borhood to over aide and counseling
to the residents. “People have been
traumatized by this (the riot).”
But social services should have

been in the community a long time
ago, Martin said. “This has been
years in the making.”
(Continued next week)…

profiling and intimidation by police
as evidence of a military state intent
on keeping us in our place and sep-
arated from the “good people.”
This group serves as the foot sol-

diers for the Coalition for Justice and
other groups that have been consis-
tent in pushing for more police ac-
countability.
They have kept the heat on police

for the questionable killings—by po-
lice—of Dontre Hamilton in Mil-
waukee, Tony Robinson in Madison
and most recently, Jay Anderson in
Wauwatosa.
Lastly, there is a third group con-

sisting of ruffians, gang bangers and
terrorists who burned down the busi-
nesses not as a form of protest but as
an excuse to vent and steal.
Many, if not most of these “citi-

zens” grew up in a culture of poverty
that is defined by poor educations,
dysfunctional families and limited
opportunities.
I would guess that Smith was a

byproduct of this subculture, as his
history includes numerous contacts
with the criminal justice system.
Area pastors and civil rights

groups—a dying breed in Amer-
ica—appeals to the first group.
McGee and Stamper connect to the
second.
Snoop Doggy Dud, T.I. and Al

Capone are the mentors for the third.
One reason for the current state of

affairs and the explosion over the
weekend was because “Black Lives
Don’t Matter” to a large segment of
the White community, including
local politicians and civic leaders
who have turned a blind eye to our
community’s plight.
That’s not to say they are respon-

sible for feeding our children or pro-
viding us with new cars, but they can
knock down the barriers, improve
the schools and spend as much
money on removing lead out of the
laterals that are poisoning our chil-
dren as they do in providing trans-
portation for White east siders to get

downtown.
While millions of dollars are

going to a trolley, and half a billion
dollars in downtown redevelopment,
the Black community is watching
while our community falls down
around us.
The mayor rescinded the MBE

program and the governor cuts mil-
lions from the school budget.
And maybe somebody can explain

to me why Black supervisors are
blocking funding for the new office
of African American affairs.
It is easy to dismiss those atroci-

ties, to ignore the wall of apartheid
that sections off our community, or
to lump all Black people into one
category.
But the reality is racial profiling is

common, community/police rela-
tions—despite some bright spots—
remains strained, and the “poison
and poverty industry” (missionaries
making money off our poverty, giv-

ing the poor ice cream and rent-a-
televisions instead of opportunities
to empower themselves) is status
quo.
If you want to use an absolute—a

generalization—it would be that
Black people are frustrated and ex-
asperated. For too long has the sys-
tem alienated and ignored us.
I said on the Sykes show that it

was not a matter of if an explosion
would take place, but when. In fact,
I was surprised it took so long.
If there is a light at the end of the

tunnel, I told Sykes, it is that the
weekend’s less-than-almost-riot has
brought national attention to our
plight, and with it an opportunity.
Stamper has already started a

process to earmark more funding to
the central city, and also introduced
a proposal to expand Black business
opportunities.
A byproduct of the “Milwaukee

Melee” was a long over due change
of the guard, new leadership emerg-
ing that will prioritize solutions to
“some” of the myriad of problems
facing our community, including job

creation and innovative solutions to
the educational system and business
development.
Under Ashanti’s leadership, a new

contingent of Black elected officials
will hopefully take advantage of the
Black eye (pun intended this time)
Milwaukee has earned, and pick up
the spoiled fruit laying on Burleigh
Street and make apple sauce and
lemonade.
After the conclusion of my analy-

sis, Sykes said I was being overly
optimistic. He’s heard it all before,
promises unfulfilled, optimism
crushed by status quo control of the
system.
Hopefully he’s wrong. And there

will be a light at the end of the tunnel
and not an oncoming train.
I gotta hope for the best. I’ve been

through this many times in my 40
years as a journalist, activist and ag-
itator. The current legion of Black
politicians—at least those who are
not controlled by special interest or
who view their role as complainers
instead of problem solvers—are of a
new generation.

I’ve mentored several and have
trust in the pragmatism and inde-
pendence of several elected last
week.
Obviously, any new agenda by

elected officials must be coupled
with a grass root effort to deal hon-
estly and openly with the cultural
nuisances that undergird our plight.
We need new voices that hammer

the importance of two parent house-
holds, spirituality, and communal-
ism, all of which are traditional
Africentric concepts.
Community leaders like Rev.

Greg Lewis, president of Pastors
United, must stress how a dollar
touching three hands before leaving

our community will lead to jobs and
economic stability.
Forget the rhetoric about Black

unity, or ALL Black people must do
this or that.
You will never see all Black peo-

ple doing anything. It is always the
core group that moves another or us
in one direction. Let’s focus on that
truth and move forward.
My optimism may be deflated in

the months ahead, but if it is, there
is a great likelihood that there will
be another Wacky Weekend in our
future, and as the great writer James
Baldwin once said, “the fire next
time…”
Hotep.

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
(continued from page 8)



The Milwaukee Community Journal August 17, 2016 Page 10 The Milwaukee Community Journal August 17, 2016 Page 11



The Milwaukee Community Journal August 17, 2016 Page 10 The Milwaukee Community Journal August 17, 2016 Page 11

bigger and reap record profits. We simply can’t
afford another six years of Sen. Johnson’s cor-
porate handouts.
Instead of handouts to big business, I think
the best way to get our communities back on
track is to actually invest in our young Wis-
consinites. After all, they’re the ones who will
buy the new homes and start the small busi-
nesses that will drive our economy.
But one of the things I’ve heard more than
anything else is that for too many families,
the promise of a brighter future for their kids
is dimmed by the increasing burden of paying
for a good education.  In 2014, 70% of Wis-
consin students carried loan debt. Of those
students, the average burden was some
$28,000.  This is staggering, and it’s only
made more burdensome by Washington
politicians like Sen. Johnson who won’t let
these students refinance their loan debt.
Sen. Johnson is so extreme, that he calls fed-
eral student loans “free money” and doesn’t
even believe there should be any federal stu-
dent loans at all.
Sen. Johnson is not only out of touch on this
issue, but he’s actually making it harder for
our young people to succeed. We should be
expanding opportunities for young people in
this city – not limiting them.  That’s why I
want to let students refinance their loan debt
just like you can a mortgage. Higher educa-
tion and a path to a more comfortable life
shouldn’t just be for the rich. Parents in Sher-
man Park should be just as confident as those
anywhere in the country that their kids will
have greater opportunities in life.

That’s what this election is about. Sen. John-
son has spent years in Washington looking
out for the richest Americans and the power-
ful CEOs who only care about their own bot-
tom line. Our campaign will always be about
the middle class and working families who
have suffered because of his disastrous
record. These families tell me that they want
leaders who will listen to and fight for them.
If I’m lucky enough to earn your vote this
November, that’s exactly what I’ll do in the
U.S. Senate.. 

(continued from page 3)

Milwaukeeans
need and
deserve a leader
who will put their
needs first
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