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SalutesSalutes Black History Black History MonthMonth

Senator Taylor
repeats call for
special session
on Lincoln Hills

MADISON – Milwaukee State
Senator Lena Taylor again called on
Gov. Scott Walker to hold a special
legislative session to address the mis-
management and abuse at Lincoln
Hills and Copper Lake School of ju-
venile correction.

This is the senator’s second request
for a special session on Lincoln Hills.
The governor was non-responsive to
Taylor’s previous request last April.
Lincoln Hills and Copper Lake have
been under federal investigation for
child abuse and neglect for two years
and are currently the subject of two
lawsuits.

“The crisis at Lincoln Hills has
reached devastating levels,” wrote Taylor in her letter to Walker. “The urgency
of this situation cannot be understated…I’m requesting a special session be-
cause the kids in our juvenile corrections system need help now, not later.”

In her letter to the governor, Taylor mentioned the special session Walker
called last month on the opioid crisis, “The emergency at Lincoln Hills is as
deserving of your attention as the opioid crisis…I know the issue of juvenile
corrections hasn’t impacted you personally, but it’s a crisis that my con-
stituents in Milwaukee have been dealing with for years.”

Taylor called for an expansion of DOC’s Grow Academy, which uses agri-
culture and sustainability as a tool to reform youth and place them on a path
to successful reentry. “It’s a model that works and something that we should
replicate in Milwaukee County,” Taylor said.

Taylor also asked that clarity be provided on the DOC’s use of trauma-in-
formed care, saying, “While the DOC claims to use a trauma-informed ap-
proach…we need to confirm that they’re following through on that promise.”
Taylor also asked that legislation be introduced to transfer the Division of Ju-
venile Corrections to the Department of Children and Families and eliminate
the use of punitive solitary confinement. 

The full Common Council ap-
proved a measure Tuesday urging
the Wisconsin State Legislature to
pass legislation preventing a prop-
erty tax assessment practice that fa-
vors big-box retailers.

The resolution -- authored by Al-
derman Cavalier Johnson and co-
sponsored by Aldermen Terry L.
Witkowski and Michael J. Murphy
-- calls for state legislation to elim-
inate unfair tax benefits to large re-
tailers whose stores’ values are
assessed based on the sales of sim-
ilarly sized but vacant stores in
abandoned locations and in differ-
ent market segments. This method
of property valuation shifts more of
the property tax burden to small re-
tailers and homeowners, Alderman
Johnson said.

“We have been seeing a care-
fully-orchestrated wave of hun-
dreds of lawsuits in Wisconsin
forcing assessors to slash the mar-
ket values of thriving national retail
stores, unfairly shifting tax burdens
to local mom-and-pop businesses
and homeowners,” he said.

“Homeowners in Wisconsin al-
ready pay 70% of the total
statewide property tax levy, and
that disproportionate burden is
about to get much worse unless the
State Legislature addresses tax
avoidance strategies that national
chains and big-box retailers like
Walgreens, CVS, Target, and
Lowe’s are using across the country
to gain dramatic reductions in their
property tax bills at the expense of
homeowners and other taxpayers,” Alderman Johnson said.

Under the state legislation supported by the Common Council, munic-
ipal assessors using the comparable-sales method of valuation would be
required to base property values on sales of comparable stores.

The city’s Intergovernmental Relations Division is expected to be work-
ing on the issue with state legislators in Madison this year.
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QUESTION OF QUESTION OF
THE WEEK:THE WEEK:

“What does Black History“What does Black History
Month mean to you?”Month mean to you?”

“It means a
month to cele-
brate the vast
accomplish-
ments that my
culture has done
throughout the
centuries in this
country of ours,
the United
States of America.”

Kermiath
McClendon

“Black History
Month means a spe-
cial celebration to
pay homage to our
cultural history, an-
cestors and accom-
plishments given the
landscape of this
land. It also serves
as a reminder of
how much work we
must continue to do
as a community to
create a better tomorrow.”

Terrell
Morgan

“Black History
Month is a re-
minder call to at-
tention on all
whose shoulders
we now stand and
benefit. Those who
sacrificed and
paved the way for
us to have a better
life, to fulfill new
hopes, dreams and
provide for self and family.”

Freda
Webb

“A short-term, separatist
acknowledgement of
Black Americans and
African diasporic peo-
ple’s contributions, im-
pact, and sacrifices
made in respect to, pri-
marily, U.S. history, but
(also) global history as
well. (The holiday) is
treated more as a thinly
veneered accommoda-
tion to assuage guilt
over historical atrocities
inflicted upon said individuals, that are still not
treated as whole human beings.”

Fatima
Laster

Milwaukee Public Schools, along
with partners including the City of
Milwaukee, Milwaukee Police De-
partment, Milwaukee Fire and Police
Commission, Milwaukee Bucks and
Running Rebels, announced the
launch of a Midnight Basketball
League earlier this week at Bradley
Technology and Trade High School.

The Midnight Basketball League is
part of the new MPS C.A.R.E.S.
(Community and Recreation Engag-
ing Students) initiative, which was
announced in October, 2016. 

Young men 17 to 25 years old who

live in Milwaukee may participate in
the 10-week league.

Milwaukee Public Schools will
host three 10-week Midnight
Leagues at Bradley Tech. The first
league will start March 1; each
league will serve 80 to 100 young
men.

MPS has worked with partners in
planning the league as a way to en-
gage and support young men and
connect them to community re-
sources in Milwaukee.

"This is about more than just bas-
ketball," said Darienne Driver, Su-

perintendent of Milwaukee Public
Schools. "We want our community
and young people to know that we
have our doors open for them and
that we are here to help support
them."

MPS is working with Running
Rebels to bring community-based or-
ganizations and resources to partici-
pants during the league so young
men can access a variety of programs
including employment services, dri-
ver's license recovery, child support
services and other options.

In addition to resources, the league

also supports positive police and
community relations. 

The Milwaukee Police Department
will provide mentoring opportunities
for young men during the leagues.

The Milwaukee Bucks have played
an integral role in the formation of
the Midnight Basketball League and
will continue to lend support as the
league tips off in the coming weeks.
Bucks forward John Henson will be
on hand at Tuesday's announcement
to speak with MPS students and Mid-
night League supporters about the
importance of working hand-in-hand
with local police and other organiza-
tions to build stronger, safer commu-
nities.

"I am honored to be part of this im-
portant initiative," Henson said.
"Creating meaningful improvement
in the relationship between the youth
and young adults of Milwaukee and
the local police is significant. 

“It is our hope that the city's Mid-
night Basketball League will be an
avenue for all of us to learn from
each other, gain insight from differ-
ent perspectives, and help build a
level of trust and respect. 

“We are appreciative of the City,
MPS and MPD's strategy to imple-
ment a mentoring and life skills com-
ponents for the participants - making
this a win/win for all involved."   

Milwaukee Public
Schools, City of 
Milwaukee,
Milwaukee Police 
Department, and
Milwaukee Bucks to
announce the 
return of Midnight
Basketball League

Council urges 
state to introduce 
fair property tax 
assessment policy bill

Sen. Lena Taylor

Ald. Cavalier Johnson
“We have been
seeing a carefully-
orchestrated wave
of hundreds of law-
suits in Wisconsin
forcing assessors
to slash the market
values of thriving
national retail
stores, unfairly
shifting tax bur-
dens to local mom-
and-pop
businesses and
homeowners...”

--Ald. Johnson

Former mayor and veteran Marvin Pratt keynotes 
18th annual salute to African American veterans

Former Milwaukee Mayor and re-
tired Air Force veteran Marvin
Pratt keynoted the 16th annual
salute to the African American
veteran recently at the Zablocki
VA Medical Center, 5000 W. Na-
tional Ave., which sponsored the
event. The program took a histori-
cal look at--and celebrated--
African American contributions
and achievements throughout his-
tory from the Revolutionary war to
current conflicts.
(A): Pratt poses with members of
the American Legion posts 445
and 490. (B): Veteran William An-
thony Carr received a certificate
of appreciation for his service to
the nation and veterans. (C): A
Marine Corps veteran stands and
salutes during the introduction of
veterans representing the various
branches of the U.S. military.
--Photos by Yvonne Kemp
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
URBAN MyURBAN My
DIALOGUE...DIALOGUE...
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

MILLENNIALMILLENNIAL
MAGICMAGIC
By Paishance Welch

A Black History Salute
Today I Salute Black History.
Today I salute the dark skin man.
The dark skin man that built this country on his strong back and 
with his bare hands. 
I salute the dark skin man who lost his name, tongue and land. 
I salute the millions that never made the trip. 
I salute those who died by refusing to get on or by jumping off the 
ship. 
I salute those that refuse to be took. 
I salute them all. 
The woman, men and children that became slaves. 
I salute the little boy who worked before he ate. 
I salute the little girl who knew not why she was being raped. 
I salute their sweat, dignity and love. 
I salute their strength, struggle and art of survival. 
I salute the underground railroads, the dreams that reached into 
the mountain tops and the “Back to Africa” movements.
Today, I salute all black historical moments. 
I salute. I salute. 
The administrators, architects, athletes, authors, doctors, educa
tors, entertainers, inventors, ministers, poets, servants, soldiers 
and warriors. 
I salute the Martin's, Malcolm's, Farrakhan's and Nat Turners. 
I salute the Mandela's. 
I salute the people not often remembered. 
I salute the black victims of political systems who have been 
placed in prisons for whatever arbitrary reasons. 
I salute the generation of yesterday that refused to be erased from

human existence and the generation of today, lost in search of direction,
being crushed by violence, ignorance and substances of destruction. 

I salute. I salute them all every day, every month, every year to as
sure that they will not be forgotten. 
I salute our mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers and children who 
have crawled, cried and suffered. 
I salute those who have given their lives to comfort ours. 
I salute the boycotts and marches. I salute the Black churches and 
Mosques. 
I salute the black homes and all positive black institutions. 
I salute the mother land and those still in search of the promise 
land. 
I salute those who fight today for freedom. 
I salute those who understand the struggle.
I salute those who look forward into tomorrow.
I salute those whose footsteps we now need to follow.
I salute the black man and woman who strive today to rise above our

self-inflicting sorrows and the sorrows caused by others.
I salute the innercity pupils, the project people, the homeless and all

the black under achievers who remain dreamers and seekers of times to
come that are much better.

My salute should be heard as if it were an echo, so that it can always
be remembered that I, a ghetto poet, saluted all those alive and deceased
for their courageous deeds, contributions to earth, their love, faith and
hope.

I salute them for their need to be. I salute them for becoming free as
well as becoming and remaining America's most beautiful.

I salute complete freedom and a path to redemption. Peace
--Torre M Johnson Sr. President of XMENUNITED LLC

Wall of 
Immigration

Immigration policies are becoming more of a controversial issue, and some-
what of a hot topic. Republicans and Democrats continue to disagree, un-
apologetically, on how to handle undocumented immigrants living in the U.S.
President Donald Trump is very adamant about keeping the U.S clear of all
unwanted, undocumented immigrants. He is working to put together a solu-
tion to keep the problem under control. As the hot topic grows in conversation
so do the comments and concerns of our Millennials. While some are in favor
of the wall, many are not.

Across generations many favor the idea of allowing undocumented immi-
grants to remain in the U.S. They believe in a fair chance and are on the same
page as far as allowing these individuals to have the opportunity to be ac-
knowledged and validated as U.S. citizens. Millennials are not the only ones
in favor, but the support is more widespread among Millennials more than
Gen-xers, and Boomers.

According to the U.S Census Bureau Millennials outnumber the generation
Baby Boomers and are more diverse. Yes, we may be a part of the same gen-
eration, but some Millennials have favored other ideas more than their neigh-
bor. With drastic change of a nation comes many opposing sides even within
a body of people. 

The Harvard University Institute of politics survey found that 43% of
Americans are in favor of a wall. While 53% opposed it all together. While
interviewing local Georgians between the ages of 18-29, I learned that this

Time for Dems to set partisan 
politics aside and strongly consider Gov.

Walker’s education budget proposals
We were disappointed to learn Gov. Scott Walker’s school

aid budget proposal won’t allocate a greater amount of money
to Milwaukee Public Schools as we first thought it would. As
the proposal is structured, the $645 million in additional school
aid will be allocated per student, not taking into consideration
the extra burden of poverty shouldered by the Milwaukee dis-
trict. But even with that caveat, the proposal holds merit and
should be endorsed by those who represent us in Madison.

The governor’s proposal would allocate an additional $200
per student throughout the state, an amount that would in-
crease annually. Walker’s proposal would include an addi-
tional $5.6 million in grant money to help close the
achievement gap between white and Black students, and $3
million for summer schools.

The proposal even brought a smile to the face of State su-
perintendent Tony Evers, who had previously lobbied for an
$800 million increase, an unrealistic sum many theorized
Evers suggested as a ruse to cover up his abysmal track
record as he faces stiff competition in his reelection bid.

Another Walker budget proposal that deserves support is his
plan to increase the earned tax credit for 130,000 families.
The credit would be increased by $20 million and targets low-
income families with one child and newly married dual-income
couples.

Interestingly, the earned tax credit proposal was taken from
a series of proposals submitted to the governor by a special
commission on the family.

Community Journal associate publisher Mikel Holt was an
appointed member of that commission, which was charged
with recommending ways to strengthen Wisconsin families.

The commission hosted meetings with local and national ex-
perts on poverty, family structure, governmental policies and
racial disparities.

That unprecedented information was compiled in a report
presented to Walker in December and is now accessible to
any citizen. We strongly encourage every Black politician—as
well as those who represent our community, to read the “Fu-
ture of the Family Commission” Final Report and Recommen-
dations. It is an eye opening analysis of the state of families in
Wisconsin, the political, cultural and economic obstacles they
face, and what the future portends unless there is intervention.

The earned tax credit proposal is but one of many recom-
mendations made by the commission. It is crucial that given
the myriad of problems and social ills faced by a majority of
Milwaukee residents that state politicians move beyond parti-
san bickering and work to resolve the problems.

If history is the best judge, state Democrats will turn their
backs, and probably ostracize any and everything offered by
the governor. There are enough issues they can focus on. But
in the process, we hope they will support those policy and
budget items that will indeed improve the quality of life of our
community.

It’s time state politicians stop using us as political pawns in a
chess game we have little control over. And with Donald
Trump as president, their side has already put us in check. It’s
time to reassess our strategy if we are to survive this game.

To force true change in the era 
of Trump, we must eliminate 
needless symbolic gestures 

It took me awhile to fully digest the significance of a Milwaukee County
Board resolution denouncing racism. The board passed the resolution last week,
after hearings and input from individuals and groups in need of an outlet for
their anxiety with the election of Donald Trump as president of these here
United States.

On the surface, the resolution was nonsensical—a feel-good symbolic meas-
ure with about as much weight as one of Beyoncé’s discarded weaves. But I
learned a long time ago not to make rash decisions.

Specifically, the resolution affirms "Milwaukee County's commitment to
value all people regardless of race, sex, class, religion, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity and expression, disability, age, ancestry or nationality, ethnicity,
political or religious affiliation, or creed,” explained the bill’s author, Supervisor
Marina Dimitrijevic.

“A majority of voters rejected Donald Trump in the presidential election, and
the people of Milwaukee County have said again today that we are united
against discrimination, hate, and bigotry,” said Supervisor Dimitrijevic who,
not by coincidence, is the executive director of the “White” Working Families
Party.

But, just as Dimitrijevic’s rhetoric was starting to intrigue me, I received a
press release from a colleague who sprinkled a little hot sauce on the under-
cooked pork chops. Supervisor Steve Taylor blasted the resolution as a mean-
ingless ploy by supervisors who should instead be focusing on critical issues
impacting the county.

Taylor said he opposes discrimination in all forms but does not support the
resolution because it is nothing more than political posturing for the benefit of
select special interest groups (a reference to special interests who will be most
adversely impacted by Trump’s policies.)

My initial reaction was similar, but not because the resolution was an ap-
peasement, but instead because my first impression was that it would have no
impact on Trump and his attack on Muslim immigrants, the poor and central
city residents who will soon find their civil liberties being challenged. Trump

is living in a fantasy world, high above the clouds. He foolishly believes he is
some sort of demigod, carrying out the righteous agenda of Zeus.

Thus, from that perspective the resolution was a symbolic measure. And he’s
supported, at least for the time being, by a Republican controlled congress that
has tasted blood after being stymied for the last six years.

Like the Wisconsin state political paradigm, the newfound potentates feel
they can enact their agenda unencumbered by Democrats, women, minorities
and Muslims. And they have taken out their hearing aids and are deaf to the
cries of the oppressed, and small, insignificant political bodies like the county
board.

But while that may be true, the board may have unexpectedly introduced an-
other weapon in, as President Abe Lincoln once declared, the civil war to “save
the union” (hey, it is Black history month, isn’t it?).

Trumpism can be decelerated, if not stopped by mounting a nationwide war
of resistance, condemnation and protest. The three million women (and a few
men) who demonstrated days after the presidential inauguration shook up the
system, and gave Trump a mild case of verbal diarrhea. That point was obvious
as Trump tried so hard to belittle it.

As a complement, there must be political disruptions at every turn, with
politicians at the vanguard.

What would happen if Democrats walked out of the House during votes they
can’t win? And what if they introduced, at every level of government, in every
state, a resolution similar to what the County board passed? If nothing else,
force the Republicans to respond. Keep them off guard, put them on the de-
fense.

Unfortunately, I’m not sure the Dems are enough, nor have the foresight to
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Black Alliance for Educational 
Options Congratulates Betsy
DeVos on Becoming the Next
Education Secretary

Jacqueline Cooper, president of the Black Alliance for Educational Op-
tions (BAEO), has released the following statement on the U.S. Senate's
confirmation of Betsy DeVos to become the next Secretary of the U.S. De-
partment of Education:

“BAEO congratulates Betsy DeVos on becoming our next Secretary of
Education. She is a very gifted and well-respected education leader with a
proven track record of advancing excellence and equity for students. She
has been a strong champion for parental choice, ensuring that all children,
regardless of race or economic status, have access to excellent schools.

"DeVos has spent much of her life working on behalf of low-income and
working-class Black families who just want access to better educational op-
tions for their children. She will be a strong supporter of parental choice
policies and education reform initiatives that we believe will help close the
academic achievement gap.

“We look forward to working with the new education secretary to tackle
these challenges and many others in the weeks and months ahead.”  

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

(continued on page 5)
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Families served by:
Northwest Funeral Chapel

O’Bee, Ford & Frazier

Quality Service...
a tenured tradition

sincere concern at your time of need.
Offering pre-need, at need and
after-care services to families in

Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha
and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 53218
Telephone: (414) 462-6020

Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, 
Funeral Director

The Gathering of Southeast Wisconsin announced
today that it will move its downtown meal programs from
St. James’ Episcopal Church at 8th and Wisconsin to the
Capuchin Community Services’ St. Ben’s Community
Meal location at 9th and State.  

The Gathering will serve breakfast from the St. Ben’s
meal hall Monday through Friday mornings plus a Sat-
urday lunch.  

Capuchin Community Services will continue to serve
dinners Sunday through Friday evenings. The two organ-
izations remain separate non-profit entities. The move
will take place mid-March.

Gathering Executive Director, Virginia Schrag, states,
“This is a win-win for Milwaukee’s hungry and homeless.
For thirty-five years, The Gathering has been preparing
and serving a hot breakfast Monday through Friday and
a Saturday lunch to Milwaukee’s hungry and homeless at
our downtown location. 

From the very beginning, meal times and days were
chosen to complement the dinners served Sunday through
Friday evenings at St. Ben’s Community Meal (a program
of Capuchin Community Services).  Now both of our or-
ganizations will be able to provide these meals in the
same space, offering a respite for our guests and good
stewardship of our resources.”

The Gathering is conducting a Capital Campaign with
the goal of $50,000 to cover moving expenses, equipment
purchases and site renovation.  

ABOUT THE GATHERING OF SOUTHEAST
WI, INC: The Gathering, founded in 1982, serves
90,000 free meals annually to Milwaukee’s hungry and
homeless through four Milwaukee locations.  

See below for specific site information.)  All meals are
cooked on-site; 98% of direct service is done by volun-
teers; over 150 groups from corporations, faith commu-
nities, schools and service clubs participate.  For more
information consult the website at www.thegathering-
wis.org. 

THE GATHERING AT ST. JAMES (SOON TO
BE STATE STREET): The Gathering’s  downtown
meal program serves breakfast Monday through Friday
mornings and a Saturday lunch.  

Additional guest services including mental health,
medical, legal and housing assistance, supply distribu-
tions and “dinner-to-go” bags following Saturday
lunch, are offered in collaboration with community-

based organizations.  
THE GATHERING AT CHRISTIAN FAITH:

Monday/Wednesday dinners and Saturday lunch are of-
fered on Milwaukee’s near South side at Christian Faith
Fellowship East, 724 S. Layton Blvd.  Legal assistance
and “dinner-to-go” bags are offered on site.

THE GATHERING AT OUR NEXT GENERATION:
Saturday lunch is offered at ONG Neighborhood Cen-
ter, 35th & Lisbon, on Milwaukee’s near north side.
Food support is also provided to ONG’s tutoring/men-
toring program.

THE GATHERING AT MT. CARMEL:  The Gather-
ing’s fourth lunch site is a collaborative effort with Mt.
Carmel Lutheran on 84th & Center.  Lunch is offered
on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month.

THE GATHERING’S FRESH PRODUCE PRESER-
VATION PROJECT:  During the growing season 
Gathering volunteers freeze and can excess donated
produce for use in our winter meals.  This project re-
duces waste and provides a punch of nutrition and taste
in winter meals.

ABOUT CAPUCHIN COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Capuchin Community Services with two locations, St.
Ben’s Community Meal and the House of Peace, serves
the poor, the hungry, the homeless.  www.Capuchin-
CommunityServices.org

ST. BEN’S COMMUNITY MEAL: St. Ben’s
Community Meal has been Milwaukee’s largest 
regular potluck dinner since 1970.  75 organizations
(including churches, temples, and mosques) provide
hot, home-made dishes six days a week to those who
are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  Over
2,000 meals are served each week.  

Additional ministries include Columbia-St. Mary’s
St. Ben’s Clinic that provides prevention-focused health
care to those who cannot afford it, St. Benedict the
Moor parish and jail ministry.  All ministries are located
at 9th and State Streets.

HOUSE OF PEACE: The House of Peace assists
families and individuals in meeting their spiritual, mate-
rial, and emotional needs.  

The House of Peace helps families to remain together
and to promote self-sufficiency.  It provides food, cloth-
ing, and pastoral care to the poor plus houses the UWM
House of Peace Community Nursing Center and Mar-
quette University Legal Clinic that serves the same pop-
ulation.

Married christian couples and sin-
gles are invited to the 13th annual
“Without Distraction” relationship
conference, Feb. 10 to the 12. 

The three day, all inclusive event
includes teaching sessions for single
and married couples covering the
areas of money, communication re-
covery from divorce, abuse and be-
reavement, understanding the
differences of men and women, find-
ing or receiving a compatable
spouse. 

There will also be live music enter-
tainment, a comedian, along with
door prizes and more. There will also
be a banquet celebration. The hosts
of the event will be Pastors Dr. La
Fayette and Ingrid Durr Russell. 

The couple own and manage Cho-
sen Generation Outreach Ministries.
The event will be held at Ebeneezer,
3132 N. MLK. For more informa-
tion, call 708-745-4393 or 414-797-
0961. You can also go to
ingrid4u.com.

Relationship
conference
and Valentine
banquet set
for Feb. 10 
to 12

By Ashantai Hathaway,
courtesy of thegrio.com
posted February 8

Controversy and partisan-
ship on Capitol Hill may not
be something new, but Sen-
ate Chaplin Barry C. Black
says the election of President
Donald Trump has taken
things to another level.

“There were people on Capitol Hill
and away from Capitol Hill who
were almost traumatized by the ex-
perience,” he told theGrio.com in an
interview. “I’ve had to do counseling
[both inside and outside] the Senate.
Obviously, our nation was polarized
and obviously a significant number
of African-Americans did not vote
for [President Trump.]”

As Senate chaplain, Black is the
spiritual counsel for lawmakers and
serves as pastor to more than 7,000
people who make up the Senate side
on the Hill. He works around the
clock, making himself available for
counsel when lawmakers are torn or
grappling with making decisions for
the American voters who put them in
office.

Black describes his work as a
“blessing.”

“I have an opportunity [to sit in]
the front row of human history,”
Black explains. “That’s very excit-
ing. The people you are serving in an
ecclesiastical way are lawmakers
whom you’ll see on television when
you come home.”

Getting to this position took some
navigating for Black. He grew up in
a single parent household in Balti-
more, where he says, statistically, the
odds were against him to succeed.
But Black, 68, says he always knew
he had a calling to bring people to-
gether through ministry.

“My mother was baptized while
she was pregnant with me and prayed
a special prayer that the anointing of
the holy spirit would be on her un-
born child.”

Black made history in June, 2003,
when he become the first African-
American Senate Chaplain – advis-
ing lawmakers on various decisions
and dilemmas and gaining their trust
along the way.

Before he would become the first
black president, then-Senator Barack
Obama sought out Black for counsel.
The question he asked Black was
staggering.

“He actually came to me and asked
me if I believed God wanted him to
run for the presidency,” Black said.
“And we talked about it and we
prayed and I asked God to give him
a dream. I basically made the case if
God would give Pharaoh of Neb-
uchadnezzar a dream, why wouldn’t
he give a Christian senator on his
knees a dream? And God did indeed
give him the dream.”

Black wouldn’t elaborate more on
the details of his exchange with
Obama, but the moment has stuck
with him to this day.

“I never expected to see an
African-American President in my

lifetime, let alone have him as a per-
sonal friend,” Black said.

Eight years later, Donald Trump’s
presidency has created a different
type of feeling in Washington, Black
said.

“[I] have the opportunity of re-
framing what is going on from a bib-
lical perspective to bring them some
ability to comprehend that God is
still in charge,” Black said. “That is
a great blessing for me.”

As a part of his job, Black strays
away from being political. He says
his counsel is rooted in his Christian
faith and scripture. He presides over
a weekly prayer breakfast where law-
makers from both sides of the aisle
join together and hold hands for
opening and closing prayer.

It’s a weekly gathering Black re-
cently joked that should be televised
on CSPAN.

“The nature of the legislative
process is adversarial, ” Black said.
“The Senators are away from home
and they just can’t run to their pas-
tors, so I am there pastor away from
home.”

For those concerned about the state
of American politics, Black has this
message:

” I would tell them to remember
Romans 8:28,  which states, in every-
thing God is working for the good of
those who love him, just trust that
promise that nothing is going to hap-
pen that God can not transform into
a positive.”

Ashantai Hathaway is a reporter at
theGrio.

RELIGIONRELIGION

Dinner being served at The Gathering. --Photo courtesy of The Gathering.

The Gathering and Capuchin 
Community Services partner to feed
Milwaukee’s hungry and homeless

Senate Chaplain Barry
Black says people on 
Capitol Hill were 
‘traumatized’ by 
Trump’s election

Senate Chaplain 
Barry Black

“Have I not 
commanded you? 
Be strong and
courageous. Do not
be terrified; Do not
be discouraged, for
the Lord your God
will be with you
wherever you go.”
--Josh 1:19
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out smart the Republicans or Trump. After all, they lost the election because of
their myopia.

And historically, their response to aversion is to do nothing—but complain.
They have a penchant of holding press conferences where they “stroke the cat”
(sweet sounding political rhetoric that generally appeases the masses but offers
little in terms of actual benefit).

Along those lines, I can still hear the words of a Black Dem in my head de-
claring that when the Republicans took over state government, “We can get out-
side jobs because all we have to do politically is complain about what they are
and aren’t doing for the next four years.”

Apparently that was an unspoken truth among all the Dems because they
were AWOL on most key issues including the school opportunities program
that mandated the county executive restructure the educational template for 53
failing MPS schools, shared revenues and criminal justice reforms.

The Dems also showed they were divided both along ideological and racial
lines.

Consider that so-called progressive Democrat Chris Larson had removed
State Senator Lena Taylor from the powerful joint finance committee out of
spite and because she refused to bow down and kiss his ring (or was it his butt?).

As a result, Milwaukee for the first time in decades did not have an African
American, or more importantly, a Milwaukeean on the committee that controls
the state’s purse strings.

Larson and other lead Dems also mandated that no Democrat talk with, look
at, or breathe the same air as the enemy—i.e. Republicans. Their “just say no
strategy”—other than to call Republicans out of their names, and to talk about
their mothers—may have made them look like King Kong at a KKK bar-be-
cue, but it was at best symbolic with no substance.

And it ill served the constituents who elect people to office to do something
besides play the dozens.

I can only hope we don’t see a repeat of that scenario among congressional
Democrats. But time will tell.

In the meanwhile, we (the Black Press) will be keeping tabs, taking names
and offering suggestions from our position at the vanguard of what is left of
the Civil Rights Movement.

And since I’m politically independent, think that the two parties are essen-
tially different wings on the same bird, and view the world—and America—
through the lens of Black Nationalism, my only true interest is in empowering
our community. (Actually, if more Black folks followed that philosophy, we
would not be worried about a Donald Trump…let alone Donald Duck.)

I hope in the coming months I can write about how supervisors, aldermen,
state legislators, school board directors and elected Black dog catchers got off
their butts and joined some of the hundreds of demonstrations that are being
coordinated for the first 100 days of the Trump administration.

I announced several years ago I was no longer going to march unless we’re
going somewhere. But I’ll make an exception this time because the world is
watching.

Constant pressure through agitation, demonstrations, protests, sit-ins, stand
ups, lay downs and twerking (which is guaranteed to get SOMEONE’S atten-
tion) is all beneficial.

For Black America, we should stand with, but more importantly lead our own
movement. The Trump tenure demands we put aside philosophical and ideo-
logical differences, that those in leadership positions lock away their egos and
that we pull out the Black agenda penned three decades ago, but never put into
action.

Demonstrations are fine, but boycotts are better. But only if they are well co-
ordinated. Hit Trump’s billionaire backers and hackers where it will hurt most,
in their pocketbooks. Target one business product or service. You would be sur-
prised at the outcome.

And while we’re at it, let’s boycott ignorance. Trump has declared war on
the media, but that war can only be successful if we do what he assumes—turn
our backs on the fourth estate (The fourth estate is a term that positions the
press [newspapers] as a fourth branch of government and one that is important
to a functioning democracy); not reading.

In fact, that’s always been the key weapon to stagnate Black America. They
put their plans out in public for the world to read, knowing many, if not most,
Black folks won’t open a book or read a newspaper.

But the Black Press—the written word—holds the key to our liberation. The
written word, whether the Bible, Black history books or a comic book—will
empower.

But only if you read and tell your neighbors, relatives and children to read
everything in sight.

(And if your corner store runs out of the Community Journal. Visit our web-
site: www.commnityjournal.net.

We’re returning to our glory days of advocacy journalism. We will explore
strategies, educate, inform and entertain. We’ve been asked to fill a void by
publishing hard-hitting editorials; telling the truth no matter whom it offends,
or seeks to motivate.

And one of those truths can be found in the Bible and declares prayer without
works is like a car without an engine (my interpretation).

So just as we’re demanding our politicians do more than complain, we’re
saying the same thing to you. Prayer vigils are fine, but don’t be surprised if it
avails you naught. Because if you pray and simply go home to watch Family
Feud…

You can say the same about the resolution on racism.
Hotep.

Wall of
Immigration
(continued from page 3)
international ban could be a good thing. When U.S citizens commit a crime
and then attempt to flee over the border, the wall, along with maximum secu-
rity, can serve a great deal of justice in the nation. 

On the other hand, it has been deeply stated that our President is making
senseless decisions, and making them too soon. In addition to that, I also
learned how divided Mexican natives would feel if only a number of family
members were able to legally become U.S citizens and others were not. 

Last but not least, President trump has estimated this project will cost ap-
proximately $7.5 Billion dollars. The most common concern between the in-
terviewees was financial concerns. 

Although President Trump has declared that Mexico will pay for the wall,
many Millennials feel like that will not happen, and that the American tax
payers will be held responsible to fund the construction of the wall.   

There has been so much commotion about this international ban. Fairly un-
derstanding and putting myself in the shoes of the contributing interviewees,
I have come to the conclusion that it is a difficult task to try and please every-
one. With so much occurring in our nation, a decision this big can really put
a damper on the feelings and perspectives of not how the U.S  looks at other
nations, but how other nations look at the U.S. 

Everyone will not agree with the agenda President Trump has planned to
execute, but if we are a nation, the last thing we need is another form of sep-
aration. Temporarily eliminating the thoughts and opinions of Mexican na-
tives, we have to look at the ties we are breaking and forming over this
controversial issue. We, the people, are a nation of one. We must be of a col-
laborative mindset at all times. --Paishance Welch, Millennial Magic!

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
(cont.
from
page 3)

    
      

  
      

     
    

    
    

     
  
     

    
 
      

    
      

     
       

     
     

   
      
     
    
     



The Milwaukee Community Journal February 8, 2017 Page 6

YY&&EEY O U T H & E D U C A T I O N

Go to the MCJ website (communityjournal.net) to view Brewery Credit Union ad and click to apply!

The Wisconsin Black Chamber of
Commerce, Inc., and The Wisconsin
African American Women Ltd, will
host the 2017 Wisconsin Black Arts
Festival, which is an event to cele-
brate Black History and to feature all
facets of Black art and culture, in-
cluding authors, poets, spoken word
artists, dancers and musicians. 

This epic weekend will also in-
clude food and drinks from the best
African American restaurants. 

We are expecting over a thousand
people from across the state to par-
ticipate in this three-day event. 

Artists and vendors can visit the
2017 Wisconsin Black Arts Festival
page (www.eventbrite.com) or fol-
low the link on The Wisconsin Black
Chamber of Commerce page
(www.twbcc.com) for more informa-
tion and to purchase tickets. 

All artists, entertainment and ven-
dors must register on the Eventbrite
page to participate. Please call Sasha
J. Parsons at 770-695-7526 for infor-
mation and any questions you might
have. 

Event Information 
The festival will be held at 3020

W. Vliet Street, Milwaukee, WI
53208 

•  Day 1 - Friday, February 17,
4pm – Midnight

The Soul Lounge presented by
Hansberry Sands Theatre, will be the
official launch of this event. There
will be performances by talented
artists from 8pm – Midnight 

•  Day 2 Saturday, February 18,
2pm – Midnight

Hosted by Poets Unplugged – Mil-
waukee featuring an exciting day of
food, informative workshops, in-
triguing art and vendor displays, live
entertainment with thrilling perform-
ances from the community’s most
talented youth and adults. 

•  Day 3 Sunday, February 19,
2pm – Midnight

Presented by BecomingHER the
grand finale will culminate the festi-
val with an explosion of gospel
music, fashion artists, vendors,
dance, film presentations and live en-
tertainment. 

To see the full schedule, please
visit www.twbcc.com or The Wis-
consin Black Chamber of Commerce
Facebook page. 

Admission is $20 for a 3 day pass,
$15 for a 2 day pass and $10 per day
and available on Eventbrite. 

For more information, call Sasha J.
Parsons at 770-695-7526. 

Wisconsin Black
Chamber of
Commerce to
host the first
Wisconsin Black
Arts Festival

U.S. Cellular and the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee recently kicked-off voting for the Black History
Month Art Contest. Mayor Tom Barrett (center), Common Council President Ashanti Hamilton (far left) and
Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee President/CEO Vincent Lyles (far right) pose with two contest fi-
nalists, Xzavier Ledesma (next to Hamilton) and Lamarr Hughlett (standing in front of Lyles). During the month
of January, the organization members were encouraged to research and learn more about current and historic
African-American influencers and their important contributios to society. They were invited to create and sub-
mit an original 8.5X11 inch portrait representing the figure of their choice from any point in history using any
art medium. The contest finalists in attendance were among the top 10 finalists for the competition. Their art-
work will be displayed in several area U.S. Cellular stores during February. --Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Youth from Boys and Girls Clubs participate
in Black History Month art contest

Study: Children
who spend more
time outdoors
can reduce risk
of being 
nearsighted
Article courtesy of the New York
Times via “The Rundown”

Being nearsighted is far more com-
mon than it once was. The preva-
lence of myopia, the condition's
medical name, in Americans has
soared by 66 percent since the early
1970s, according to a 2009 study by
the National Eye Institute; in China
and other East Asian countries, as
many as 90 percent of recent high
school graduates are thought to be
nearsighted.

Myopia results when eyeballs are
longer than normal, changing the
angle at which light enters the eye
and therefore the ability to focus on
distant objects. 

The disorder involves a complex
interplay of genetics and environ-
ment and usually begins before ado-
lescence, when the eye is growing,
but it can worsen in early adulthood.

Some experts connect the elevated
rates of myopia to the many hours
young people stare at computers and
other screens. 

But a recent study published in
JAMA Ophthalmology suggests that
a greater factor may be a side effect
of all that screen-watching - it's keep-
ing children inside. This new study
joins a growing body of research in-
dicating that a lack of direct sunlight
may reshape the human eye and im-
pair vision.

communityjournal.net

“Develop
a passion
for 
learning.
If you do,
you will
never
cease to
grow.”
--Anthony J.
D’Angelo
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NEVER
DENIED!
SINCERE HELP

A trusting heart until you
show me otherwise.

Loyal to my family.
Always there for my

friends…Will drop what I am
doing night or day to assist.

In the habit of bending
over backwards for a worthy
cause.

I go above and beyond for
others I know and at
times…total strangers.

What you make happen
for others, The Almighty will
make happen for you!!!

I will never be denied any-
thing I want in life because I
sincerely help others!!!!  And
neither will you…

As long as  you sincerely
help other people get what they want. 
Sonya M. Bowman
Know Thyself
PROMPTLY DELAYED
You have not been deprived…Because you have survived.
You are not starving…Because you are still striving.
You have not been rejected…This is your opportunity to reflect.
You cannot be refused…This is just not the right timing.
You are not being blocked…You are being protected.
No one is standing in your way…You just need to take another path.
Do not give up…Delayed does not mean denied!
Zelda Corona
Vision Represents Faith!

S i s t aS i s t a
S p e a k . . .S p e a k . . .
S p e a kSp e a k
Lo r d !L o r d !

Sonya Bowman

Zelda Corona

Sen. Taylor to hold town hall listening session
MADISON – Following Governor Scott Walker’s budget address, Senator Lena C. Taylor (D-

Milwaukee) will hold a town hall on Friday, Feb. 10, to listen to constituent concerns and questions.
The Senator also plans to discuss her legislative agenda. Members of the public and media are in-
vited to attend. The town hall will be held at the Havenwoods State Forest Nature Center, 6141 N.
Hopkins St., starting at 5:30. Those interested can RSVP on Facebook at https://www.facebook-
.com/events/379164712456493/. RSVPs are appreciated, but not required.
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