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Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp
“I celebrated Easter
with family. I partic-
ipated at my
church’s ‘Resurrec-
tion Sunday,’ and
watched my
daughter give a
great performance
in a Easter play at Christian 
Fellowship Church.”

Kermiath
McClendon

“I celebrated my Resur-
rection Sunday
(Easter) attending
Unity Gospel House of
Prayer, where I am a
member. My wife and
I then hosted Resurrec-
tion Sunday dinner at
our home, where
about 20 adults and
children came and ate
as good as the 5,000-plus that Jesus fed. Then
ended the day with Netflix and chilled with my
wife.”

Cameron
Summers

“I celebrated
praising God and
being thankful to
God for the ability
to share the day
with my family.” Debra 

Fifer

“I celebrated my
Easter holiday
with church, food,
family and fun.
We hosted (din-
ner) this year at
our home . I was
tired after every-
one left, but the memories made was
well worth it.”

Omorinsola
Summers

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“How did you celebrate“How did you celebrate
your Easter holiday?”your Easter holiday?”

King High School track star signs with DePaul University

Siarah Jones (far left) reveals
what university she will be run-
ning track with after she gradu-
ates this year from Rufus King
High School. The graduating sen-
ior signed a letter of intent to at-
tend DePaul University in Chicago
(she’s shown immediately below
to the left signing her letter).
Standing next to Jones is fellow
King senior and friend Kiersten
Walker, who will also attend and
run for DePaul. Carrying a 4.0
GPA, Jones will major in Health
Sciences. Jones is the co-captain
of the King track team. She gar-
nered track and field honors in
the 300 and 100 hurdles, and was
a qualifier in the AAU Track and
field Nationals. She is a member
of Top Teens of America. 

--Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Family of Dontre
Hamilton win 
early legal victory in
claims against city
The family of Dontre Hamilton, who

was fatally shot by a Milwaukee Police
officer in a downtown park in April
2014, won an early victory when a fed-
eral judge ruled Hamilton’s constitu-
tional rights were violated when he was
illegally searched for weapons.
The decision entitles the family to re-

ceive damages in one of four claims
against the city and former MPD officer
Christopher Manney, who shot Hamil-
ton 14 times during a scuffle after en-
countering him in Red Arrow Park.
Manney was fired by Chief Edward

Flynn for not following his training in
dealing with emotionally disturbed peo-
ple.
According to the ruling by U.S. District Judge J.P. Stadtmueller, the three

remaining claims must be decided by a jury. Those claims are: Whether Man-
ney detained Hamilton unlawfully, whether Manney used excessive force
against Hamilton and whether the city failed to properly train Manney as it
relates to dealing with the mentally ill.
Jonathan Safran, one of the Hamilton family’s attorneys, said they are

pleased with the ruling and look forward to the trial phase, set to begin May
15. Attorneys for the city have nott commented about the ruling.
The incident leading to Hamilton’s death in Red Arrow Park, located across

the street from city hall, began when police received a complaint by Star-
bucks’ employees working in the park about Hamilton sleeping there.
Officers responded to the call—and a second one by Starbucks’ employ-

ees—and found Hamilton was doing nothing wrong. 
According to an account printed in the MCJ by one of the Starbucks em-

ployees troubled by what had occurred, one of the complaining Starbucks’
workers called Manney (who was the beat officer in the area) to complain
about Hamilton.
Manney approached Hamilton and proceeded to pat him down in a manner

contrary to police policy. Hamilton reportedly got control of Manney’s baton,
which led to the former officer shooting him.
Though fired by MPD, Manney was not charged with any wrong doing by

Milwaukee County District Attorney John Chisholm.
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Dontre Hamilton

A Profound Legacy
Henrietta Lacks’ legacy

is immense.  She was
only 31 when she died of
an aggressive cervical
cancer in the 1950s, but
her cells continue to live
on after being extracted
and used for research.  
During the past 60 years, Lacks’

cells, known to scientists as
“HeLa” cells, have been the
source of many notable ground-
breaking scientific discoveries. 
Dr. Roland Pattillo, a pioneering

cancer OB/GYN researcher and
distinguished member of the Mil-
waukee community, refers to her

cells as “history-changing medical
science.”

Lacks’ posthumous contribu-
tions have undoubtedly changed
the lives of millions of people who

have benefited from medications
and treatments derived from her
cells. 
Yet this story is more compli-

cated than that of a heroine lauded

for her contribution to scientific
advancement. 
Lacks’ had not consented to the

extraction of her cells, and her
family was unaware of the use and
impact until nearly 20 years after
her death.  
The Immortal Life of Henrietta

Lacks is a story – and now a book
and a movie - that inspires a vital
conversation about the rights and
protections of individuals today
who participate in research, the
value of medical research to ad-
vance treatments and cures, and
the apprehension that inhibits in-
dividuals from seeking care they
need.  
This important conversation, a

Rep. Bowen and 
Running Rebels speak
out against Republican
“Prevention-Last” bills
State Rep. David Bowen, local

elected officials and the Running Rebels
community organization joined forces
Tuesday to speak out against a series of
Republican created anti-crime bills that
emphasize punitive only strategies they
believe will not solve crime.
Bowen, lawmakers and representa-

tives of several community based organ-
ization made their claim during a news
conference about the proposed laws at
Running Rebels East, the organization’s
new second location on West Capitol
Drive, just east of I-43.
The Republican proposal contains

eight bills that would hold repeat offenders accountable while improving re-
habilitation efforts for offenders.
“This ‘prevention last’ approach will send more of our kids to already-

packed state prisons, send more Milwaukee kids to the mismanaged Lincoln
Hills facility, and increase failed punitive measures that will not prevent
crime,” Bowen said in a press statement.
Bowen and other Democratic lawmakers at the news conference believe

the emphasis should be on preventing crime before it happens.
Bowen said he and other legislators support ending crime with prevention

resources. “The path that relies on incarceration alone is too expensive and
does not work. 
“Carjacking can end by doubling down on prevention-first resources, which

would prevent crime from happening in the first place” and also influencing
offenders not to engage in criminal acts.
Running Rebels officials talked about their programs that provide youth

with positive choices.
Dawn Barnett, co-director of Running Rebels, noted from 1999-2013 Run-

ning Rebels programs saved tax payers $6 million by keeping youth out of
the justice system. 
She thinks their model, along with the models used by other organizations,

could work in other cities to help prevent crimes statewide.
“A lot (of individuals) in the community have been focusing on the failure

of young people instead of looking at the failure of us to really step up and
make sure our young people have access to quality lives,” said Bowen.

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

Rep. David Bowen

Community conversation to focus on the immortal life of Henrietta Lacks

(continued on page 5)

Henrietta Lacks Dr. Roland Pattillo

Proud parents Richard Jones and Tari
Sledge-Jones with their daughter.



Celebrating 70 years of
saving lives, serving
communities and seek-
ing cures
This year, BloodCenter of Wiscon-

sin is celebrating its 70th anniversary
of saving lives, serving communities
and seeking cures.  
We are able to advance our life-

saving mission thanks to the loyal
support of blood donors in Milwau-
kee County.  
Donors of all different blood types

are needed, but there is an especially
great need for O negative donors.  
O negative is the universal blood

type that is used in emergency situa-
tions and is given to trauma patients
and newborn babies.
Milwaukee County blood donors

can help patients in need at Blood-
Center of Wisconsin’s upcoming
blood drives:
• Monday, May 1 from 8:30 a.m.

to 1:30 p.m. at St. Anthony High
School, 4807 S. 2nd St., Milwaukee
• Tuesday, May 2 from 10 a.m. to

3 p.m. at MSOE, 1025 N. Broadway,
Milwaukee
• Thursday, May 4 from 2 p.m. to

7 p.m. at United Methodist Church,
819 E. Silver Spring Dr., Whitefish
Bay

• Tuesday, May 9 from 1 p.m. to 6
p.m. at Fox Point Lutheran Church,
7510 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Fox
Point
Wednesday, May 10 from 9 a.m. to

2 p.m. at Zablocki VA Medical Cen-
ter, 5000 W. National Ave., Milwau-
kee
Thursday, May 11 from 8 a.m. to 1

p.m. at South Milwaukee High
School, 801 15th Ave., South Mil-
waukee
Tuesday, May 16 from 7:30 a.m. to

1:30 p.m. at US Bank Center, 777 E.
Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee
Wednesday, May 17 from 1 p.m. to

7 p.m. at St. Matthew Catholic
Church, 9329 S. Chicago Rd., Oak
Creek
Donors can schedule an appoint-

ment by calling 1-877-BE-A-HERO
(1-877-232-4376), or visiting
www.bcw.edu.
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OSSIE
KENDRIX
Experienced small 
business advocate will lead
the African American
Chamber of 
Commerce of Wisconsin

Business leader Ossie Kendrix, the deputy state di-
rector for Wisconsin Sen. Tammy Baldwin, has been
named president and CEO of the African American
Chamber of Commerce of Wisconsin (AACCW), the
board of directors announced recently. 
Kendrix’s appointment highlights the increasing importance of continu-

ing to grow the organization and promoting the interests of local diverse
businesses.
Kendrix succeeds Dr. Eve Hall, who is now president and CEO of the

Milwaukee Urban League. He will begin his new role with AACCW on
May 1.
“Ossie’s vision and passion for economic development, along with a

wealth of experience in nonprofit leadership, small business development
and advocacy, make him an ideal leader to continue the work that has been
started, said Clifton Phelps, AACCW board chairman.  
“We look forward to working in concert with his vision for the growth

of the organization.” 
“I am honored to join the AACCW,” said Kendrix. “The work of the

chamber is critical to the community and I look forward to working with
the board, membership, and staff to continue to promote greater unity and
ensure the sustainability of local diverse businesses.”
As a minority small business champion of the U.S. Small Business Ad-

ministration – Wisconsin District Office, Kendrix brings more than 15
years of experience working in government and nonprofit organizations. 
His educational and professional experiences in government allows

Kendrix an unique opportunity to serve as a strong voice for the AACCW’s
membership, advocating for legislation that promotes small business
growth and policies that address the challenges faced by diverse business
owners.
Prior to joining AACCW, Kendrix has had an impressive career in the

public sector, serving as vice president with Feeding America of Eastern
Wisconsin, manager with the City of Milwaukee’s Office of Small Business
Development and program consultant with the Milwaukee Urban Entre-
preneur Partnership.
A native of Milwaukee, Kendrix earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology

and communication from the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee and a
master’s degree in public administration from Drake University. 
He is a 2015 graduate of Cardinal Stritch University’s African American

Leadership Program and was presented with an Award of Excellence from
the Wisconsin Minority Supplier Diversity Council in 2012.

BloodCenter of Wisconsin hosts May
blood drives in Milwaukee County



I have responded to all the responses and replies, but I encourage the dia-
logue when it comes to our children. I must admit my strength in continuing
comes from those who stop me in public and share their thoughts with me
wherever I may be. I am fueled by those conversations, knowing that there
are so many unheard opinions about how to address our many issues. I thank
you all because it allows me to open up in Urban My Dialogue. Sharing actual
discussions enlightens me and this one concerns Lincoln Hills Wisconsin Ju-
venile Prison. It must continue.
Recently I have been called many things, including an idiot, for reaching

out to my people. 
I am a black man and I’m just doing my part. I was referred to a list of in-

dividuals that I should reach out to, many of whom I have worked with for
years. I respect other opinions. My job is awareness and rehabilitation, so al-
though, in some part, I agree with community based placement, I am on a
committee which just successfully got approved for opening a girls shelter. I
am also working desperately to get the Boys shelter approved and guess what?
Everyday someone mentions why people from the list I am asked to connect
with are not supporting. They also ask, “Why is it that the community these
children come from don’t do more?  They have one reason, why they are
afraid?” We have been programed to fear ourselves and many have legit rea-
sons as to why.
I am also told not to stand down but to be careful because of retaliation. I

am past that point. I belong on the black list. It compliments my accomplish-
ments. I am being a sacrifice for progression and it is important and much
needed. Some must do it for the children and adults. We must respectfully
check ourselves. We need more than just mentioned love. Action is needed.
Believing is seeing. 
Again, we are asking them to destroy a system that works for them, instead

of building a system that surrounds prevention that will groom growth. The
black family must stand up. The black family must support each other in all
areas of life; mentally, physically, spiritually and financially. Our Villages
need remodeling, deconstruction and reconstruction. If we as a people, are
able to stop the ‘Black Man Elimination Plan’, we as African Americans have
to stand up now. Lincoln Hills must be closed. One way is to work together
to prevent our children from going or returning to that location. Peace. 
--Torre M Johnson Sr -President Of XMENUNITED LLC
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PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
URBAN MyURBAN My
DIALOGUE...DIALOGUE...
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

MILLENNIALMILLENNIAL
MAGICMAGIC
By Paishance Welch

On the “black list”
and proud of it

Racism Isn’t
Everywhere
It’s not uncommon for one to misinterpret something as being racist. With

this common misunderstanding, the innocence of those who may be misin-
terpreted is done away with.
Contrary to popular belief, everything that may come off as racist, is not

actually racist. When evaluating whether something is discriminating or
racist, the concept of intent and perception should be taken into consideration. 
Learning an individual’s true intentions are key to understanding people’s

actions. The victim should consider the individual’s meaning behind their
words and actions. 
Were there any events that took place prior to the uncertainty of determining

the racial intent?  What motives would the individual have for being racist in
the first place? As far as perception goes, it can be very tricky. Life altering
events effect people daily. It affects how people think and how they respond
to a situation.
Understanding people and their way of thinking can be very complex. Peo-

ple perceive things differently based on past experiences and society’s influ-
ence. While these key factors play a role with individual perception, it also
plays a role in group perception. Racism has been said to be normally in a
nonstop normative and invisible form. It is usually outside of our conscious
awareness. Subtle racism has made it hard for the perceivers to discern. Psy-
chologist contend that perception of subtle racism is affected by the group
status and beliefs held by the perceivers. 
For example, A recent study showed that Millennials are more likely to

view Obama’s electoral victory as proof that racial discrimination has been
alleviated. 
Research shows that his election led to what is called symbolic racism, the

belief that discrimination no longer exists and that persisting inequalities are
due to blacks’ weakness. When whites were reminded of Obama’s victory
(regardless of whether they supported him) they were more likely to say that
racism is behind us and that blacks receive undeserved advantages. 
Millennials believe that belonging to a particular group shapes the way we

understand other group behaviors. The way we view racism is heavily influ-
enced by our ethnical group membership. Social categorization theory sug-
gests that individuals are more likely to relate to people who are more “like
me.” As we perceive racism, we normally detect it in a way that reflects our
in group relativeness. 
For the simple fact that whites and blacks look at the prevalence of racism

differently, one group may consider something racist, while the other group
may not.
Police killings and brutalities, the ‘Black Lives Matter’ movement, and day

(continued on page 7)

Knocking down apartheid’s wall
The MCJ, Milwaukee, and the moral crusade for world-wide justice

I received a solicitation for a new “silver
Krugerrand” in the mail Monday that im-
mediately sent my head spinning and my
memory banks swirling at warp speed.
If there is a coin that succinctly represents the global

quintessence of the Black/African civil and moral rights
struggle, it is the South African “gold” Krugerrand.
The Krugerrand was inextricably linked to the war against South African

apartheid, and as such became a focal point of Black America’s involvement
in the international revolution to end White Supremacy.
The Krugerrand was named after Paul Kruger, an Afrikaner (what the

racist South African immigrants—the Dutch Calvinists to be more precise—
called  themselves) who once declared of the Black South Africans, “The
Black man had to be taught that he came second and that he belongs to the
inferior class—they must obey.”
Because of the mineral richness of South Africa, Europeans, particularly

the British, invaded the country, killing hundreds of thousands and subjecting
others to third class citizenship.
The “Afrikaners” forced the natives to work in stolen mines to extract gold

and diamonds which they exported to fuel their continued control and sup-
posed White Supremacy through apartheid, a cruel and inhumane system of
White dominance.
Nearly 50% of their Kruggerand export went to the U.S., providing 14%

of the government tax revenue.
While much of the world eventually enacted sanctions against South

Africa, the United States and Israel, which was a major conduit for the
Krugerrands and DeBeers diamonds, resisted for obvious reasons. Here in
the “gold ole U.S.A.,” apartheid was ingrained in our culture, and keeping
Black “citizens” disempowered and impotent was as American as baseball,
apple pie and hot dogs.
In that respect, the 1970s and 80s was an exciting time for those of us who

served in the human rights army. We were part of a global African family
and an international struggle for justice. We were, as the song promoted, “A
Family.”
Make that a united Black family, part of a community that extended from

Seattle to Soweto, from Haiti to Harare. And as such we took to heart what
Martin (Luther King, Jr.) once said about justice anywhere, being a link to
everywhere. Well, he didn’t say it exactly like that, but you get my mean-
ing.
A century and a half earlier Martin Delaney talked about the universality

of our struggle against White oppression and genocide.
Marcus Garvey took up that sword a half century later. But those forerun-

ners were not able to get their message to the masses.
Fortunately, the 1970s brought to the vanguard a new cadre of Pan African

leaders who used the mass media to link the oppression of Africans through-
out the diaspora with our struggles here under “American Apartheid.”
Using the Black Press and a new Underground network created to avoid

government contamination and spying—including the infamous FBI’s
COINTELPRO program, an insidious spy project through which they infil-
trated, disrupted and murdered Black leaders.
As we enlarged the parameters of our struggle, we learned of other African

leaders like Mandela, Kenyatta, Mugabe and Nkrumah whose battles exor-
cised the evil cancer of bigotry.
We also learned of the true nature of international oppression and our

membership in the African Maafa.
Maafa is a Swahili word meaning great tragedy, disaster, holocaust. It aptly

refers to the five centuries of suffering endeared by people of African de-
scent. Five hundred years of slavery, exploitation, colonialism, oppression
and imperialism imposed by countries, religions and cultures intent on dom-
inating the world and raping the continent of Mother Africa.
We discovered that the only difference between a Puerto Rican, Jamaican,

Cuban, Bahamian and an African American was a boat stop.
And the only difference between how each of us were abused is where the

leather for the whip was manufactured—Germany, England or France.
In an enigmatic way we—African Americans—the descendants of slavery

and rape—were lucky—if not ordained—to play a unique role in this uni-
versal revolution for justice and equality.
We were assigned to a grand purpose, an inspired crusade to not only free

ourselves, but by doing so to move America and the league of nations closer
to the vision ordained by God and the various constitutions of so-called civ-
ilized nations.
Thus, those of us who put ourselves at the vanguard across America, who

were bitten by dogs and maced and beaten by racist cops, whose parents
were lynched and whose ancestors were mutilated, raped and tortured, took
part in a universal crusade that has changed the world.
What can be more important than that?
For 500 years European nations led by White bigots from King Leopold

(Belgium) to Churchill (Great Britain), orchestrated campaigns to rape our
land, to enslave our people and to legislate programs of genocide against
people of color.
And even after the American 13th amendment did not end our oppression.

HIS-STORY ignores what happened in the Black Wall Street massacre, or
the fact that after the civil war millions of freed Black people were funneled
into concentration camps and killed through forced starvation and other
means. In Natchez, Mississippi alone, officials estimate that over 20,000
Black people were killed in the concentration camp called the Devil’s Punch-
bowl.
To this day, this grove grows beautiful peaches that no one will eat because

they know what fertilized them.
Little did we realize that the strange fruit grown in Natchez was also being

fertilized by human ashes in Africa. And that those who oppressed our broth-
ers in Africa were the cousins of the slave owners in Atlanta.
The Pan Africanist leaders of the early 20th century recognized that our

battles were interrelated, although their words were drowned out by false
hopes and misguided beliefs that leopards could change their spots.
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Malone,
Arthur T.
Found peace April 14 at age

81 years.  Beloved husband of
Sandra Dercole.  In June, 1978
the two were married; there were
two children from this marriage:
Jeffrey (Karen) Dercole, and
Kim Chaffin.  In May, 1958 Art
married the late Carole Thomas.
To this union were four children:  the late David
(Nancy), Paul (Michele), Stephan, Pamela and
stepson Jumaane Cheatham (Kim).  
Dear brother of Iris Young.  He was preceded in

death by his parents:  Taft Malone, Sr. and Bertha
(Redmond); two sisters, Barbara Scott and Essie
Sprewer; two brothers William (Carolyn) Malone
and Taft (Karen) Malone, Jr.  
Art was further survived by many grandchildren,

great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, other fam-
ily, and friends.
Arthur was the owner and Master Plumber of

Malone’s Plumbing and Heating, Inc.  In 2016 he
celebrated 43 years in business. His journey to be-
coming a plumber was not without challenges.
Art applied for a plumbing apprenticeship in

1958 and was placed on the waiting list. He en-
countered discrimination in being placed as an ap-
prentice and was requested to testify before the
Wisconsin Judiciary Committee investigating dis-

crimination in apprenticeship
programs.   
After testifying, in 1964, Art

became the first African Ameri-
can plumbing apprentice in the
State of Wisconsin.  He began
his apprenticeship with E.D.
Wesley Company on Milwau-
kee’s South Side.
In 1969 Art obtained his Jour-

neyman Plumbers license.  In
1973 he obtained his Master
Plumbers License and estab-
lished Malone’s Plumbing and

Heating, Inc.  
In 1974 he obtained a contract with the Model

Cities Program. From 1974 – 1975 Art was the
Plumbing Consultant for Grunau Company proj-
ects with Miller Brewery at their New York and
Texas plants and continued to work on large proj-
ects that shaped the community.  
Art hunted small game as a child with his father,

a sport he handed down to his sons.  However, he
most enjoyed fishing and boating.  Art will be
missed by the community. 
The family would like to express sincere appre-

ciation to family, friends and business owners who
have supported us throughout the years.
In lieu of flowers, memorials to the Sojourner

Truth House are appreciated.  
Memorial services will be held Sunday April 23,

at 3:00 PM at Schaff Funeral Home.  Visitation
will be Sunday at the funeral home 1:00 PM until
time of service.

Capuchins’
Run/Walk for the
Hungry marks
12th year
The Capuchins’ Run Walk for the Hungry will be hold-

ing its popular 5K run and 2 mile walk during Polish Fest,
Friday, June 16, 7 pm at the Summer Fest grounds. On-
line registration is now open.  www.CapuchinsRunWalk-
ForTheHungry.org
This is the 12th year for the event whose proceeds feed

the hungry through Capuchin Community Services’ two
locations: St. Ben’s Community Meal and House of
Peace. Popular sports-talk radio host, Bill Michaels (“the

Big Unit”) will again be hosting the event. For the 12th
year, Usinger's will be donating up to one pound of prod-
uct for each registered participant.
The 5K run will be certified, chip timed, and scored.

Overall trophies and age category medals will be pre-
sented to the runners. A new 2 mile walkers’ course is
planned.
Teams are encouraged. Those teams with 10 or more

members will have the team name printed on their com-
memorative T-shirts. Runners and walkers can be on the
same team.
“This year we are able to have our walkers ‘taking it

to the streets’ of the Third Ward,” Capuchin Friar Rob
Roemer, ministry director of Capuchin Community Serv-
ices, explains. “The 2 mile walk will be as invigorating
or as relaxing as the walker chooses and will include sce-
nic vistas. And of course we will have our chip-timed,
certified 5K run as well.”  
“No person should be hungry,” Br. Rob continues.

“People often associate the winter months as being a crit-
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On April 22, from 2-3 p.m. at

the Destiny Youth Plaza located at
7210 N. 76th Street on Milwau-
kee’s north side, basketball leg-
end Earvin "Magic" Johnson, will
be conducting a free seminar ti-
tled, "From Basketball To Big
Business.” 
The seminar is open to the com-

munity of greater Milwaukee.
Johnson will share his story, and
provide insight of his journey
from the National Basketball As-
sociation to Chief Executive Of-
ficer of various big business
ventures around the country, in-
cluding being the co-owner of Major League Base-
ball’s Los Angeles Dodgers. 
He also co-owns the WNBA (Women’s National

Basketball Association)  Los An-
geles Sparks, and Major League
Soccer’s Los Angeles Football
Club. Most recently he was
named President of Basketball
operations for the Los Angeles
Lakers.
This event is sponsored by

Christian Faith Fellowship
Church where Pastor Darrell L.
Hines Sr. serves as the senior pas-
tor. 
Pastor Hines and Christian

Faith Fellowship Church believes
in economic empowerment for all
cultural ethnicities, and economic

backgrounds.
To register for this FREE event go to: basketball-

to-big-business.eventbrite.com.

Basketball and business legend 
Magic Johnson to hold business 
seminar at Destiny Youth Plaza April 22

Magic Johnson

Minister writes book on
the influence of demons
“1They went across the lake to the region of the

Gerasenes.a 2When Jesus got out of the boat, a
man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to
meet him. 3This man lived in the tombs, and no
one could bind him anymore, not even with a
chain. 4For he had often been chained hand and
foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the
irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to
subdue him. 5Night and day among the tombs and
in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with
stones.
“6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran

and fell on his knees in front of him. 7He shouted
at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name
don’t torture me!” 8For Jesus had said to him,
‘Come out of this man, you impure spirit!’”
“9Then Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’
“’My name is Legion,’ he replied, ‘for we are

many.’ 10And he begged Jesus again and again
not to send them out of the area.
“11A large herd of pigs was feeding on the

nearby hillside. 12The demons begged Jesus,
‘Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into
them.’ 13He gave them permission, and the im-
pure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The
herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down
the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.”—
Jesus restores a demon-possessed man;
Mark, Chapter Five, verses 1-13; New Interna-
tional Version of the Bible

Newspapers and television
broadcasts are rife with stories
of all types of violence: killings,
physical and sexual assaults,
wars and the crimes they give
rise to. 
Chaos, disorder and the mass loss of life at the hands

of terrorists, mentally unstable individuals, and seem-
ingly normal individuals committing all kinds of
heinous acts for senseless reasons.
They’re not only happening in our homes, in the

streets, within our institutions, but now even in the
church, the one sanctuary where evil and those who
practice it would never dare approach…until now, i.e.
the fatal shooting of church members at an AME
church in Charleston, South Carolina by a white su-
premacist almost two years ago.
But a local minister believes there are unseen

forces—evil spiritual forces—inhabiting the bodies and
minds of human beings, forcing them to commit evil.
According to Lovelace Redmond, a minister at

Christian Faith Fellowship Church, the evil spiritual
forces are “demons” like those that inhabited the body
of the man in the book of Mark.

By Thomas E. Mitchell, Jr.

(continued on page 5)

Lovelace
Redmond

(continued on page 7)
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Profound
Legacy

conversation around research,
ethics, and medicine, is essential
to the health of our community.  
Here in Milwaukee, we are for-

tunate to have a strong tie to an in-
dividual who was instrumental in
honoring Henrietta Lacks and her
family for their significant gift to
the advancement of research.  
Dr. Pattillo studied under Dr.

George Gey at Johns Hopkins
University in the early 1960s
while he was using HeLa cells for
research.  
At that time, Ms. Lacks’ story

was unknown.  
Dr. Pattillo joined the Medical

College of Wisconsin in 1964 and
during his time in Milwaukee, he
learned of Lacks’ experience.  
He reached out to the family and

honored Lacks by purchasing a
headstone for her unmarked grave
and created an annual women’s
symposium held at Morehouse
School of Medicine in Atlanta. 
Dr. Pattillo also introduced the

Lacks family to Rebecca Skloot,
who authored the book The Im-
mortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.  
Since its initial publishing in

2010, the book has gained much
acclaim. 
Oprah Winfrey produced a

movie based on the real-life story
of Henrietta Lacks, which will
debut on HBO on Saturday, April
22. 
In a recent interview for an

Essence magazine cover story,
Oprah foreshadows her hope for
the movie to encourage others to
ask questions. 
Milwaukee Community Journal,

Medical College of Wisconsin and
Body and Soul Healing Arts Cen-
ter invite you to join us in a com-
munity conversation about
honoring the past as we advance
the future.  

(continued from page one)

Minister writes book
about demons
“We are dealing with invisible demonic forces going crazy, creating dis-

order and chaos, said Redmond, author of the book, “Demons Gone
Crazy.” 
“We’re dealing with spiritual energy that has attached itself on life God

created. The devil is trying to destroy life and peace, fostering hate and vi-
olence that is going unchecked.”
And it is the demons, the minions of the Devil—who inhabit man and

nature, bringing chaos to everything in their path—that is the unique focus
of “Demons Gone Crazy.”
“When you see on the news and in the streets personally the chaos, con-

fusion and death in our society, you realize something is amiss and God is
not pleased,” Redmond said in a recent interview at the MCJ offices.
The minister said his book puts into perspective what is happening in

our world. Redmond believes “Demons Gone Crazy” will provide the
reader with a reference they can refer to when weighing the possibility and
probability of a particular act or occurrence—in man or nature—having
the “fingerprint” of demonic activity, i.e. rage, chaos, or insanity.
“Rage can be perpetrated by one demon,” Redmond writes in the intro-

duction. “Chaos requires the activity of several demons; and demons gone
crazy is the raging, chaotic, insane activity of many/legions of demons.”
To defeat these minions of the devil, Redmond stressed that mankind

must get right with God. “There is a great need for people to get back to
God. He is—and must be—the first in our lives. He only can stop what is
happening and make a difference in our community and world.”
Asked what sparked his idea for the book, Redmond admitted his in-

tent—at first—was not a book, but to simply share information via ser-
mons or conferences he was invited to speak.
“I just write all the time. I’ve done that all my life: songs, poems…as a

minister I write messages the Lord would give me.”
Redmond let a friend read what he wrote (about demons and demonic

possession). She said it needed to be in a book so people can know about
it. Redmond’s friend knew someone who worked for a publishing com-
pany. The friend shared with the publisher what she read and soon the com-
pany contacted the minister and told him he should consider putting his
ideas in a book.
“When I see things change in the community; the hate and violence all

around us…the Lord inspired me to write about what I was seeing: the
devastation of the family, the loss of human life. It set off an alarm in me.”
Redmond sought out the Word—the Bible—to make sense of what he

was seeing in society. He found that his observations corresponded with
God’s word.
“When I saw people doing things with no compassion or love, I knew

there was something evil going on around us. I knew it was the devil doing
this. I knew I had to address it from a spiritual level.”
Redmond’s observations of the state of society and the world showed

him that humanity has strayed from God.
“We’ve gotten too far from God,” the minister reiterated. “He’s no longer

in our schools, homes or government. Men have become lovers of them-
selves. We suffer a negative result because we got away from God and the
things of God.”
Redmond will be talk about his book and sign copies of “Demons Gone

Crazy” at a book release event Saturday, April 29, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
at the East Branch of the Milwaukee Public Library, 2320 N. Cramer St.
“Demons Gone Crazy” will be available beginning Tuesday, April 25.

“Demons Gone Crazy” can be purchased on Amazon, Barnes & Noble and
Winreaves Press.

(continued from page 4)

(continued on page 7)



Alderwoman Milele A. Coggs is
challenging recent Milwaukee high
school graduates to dissect the con-
cept of “freedom” for the 9th Annual
Freedom Essay Scholarship Contest.
The scholarship is open to current
and recent high school graduates
from Milwaukee who are college-
bound.
The topic for the essay is “free-

dom,” and it provides graduates with
an opportunity to parse out how they
define the subject and what it means
to them. 
They are encouraged to share their

ideas to end prejudice, oppression,
discrimination, sexism and violence,
on a global scale. The suggested
length of an applicant’s essay is
1,000 words.
Applications are being accepted

now until the close of business on
Friday, August 11, 2017. Two $500
scholarships will be awarded and
winning essays may be published,
Alderwoman Coggs said.  
Alderwoman Coggs said young

people have long been a key driving
force for change here and abroad,
and the urgency for progress and
freedom is greater now than it has
ever been. 
“The scholarship contest is tapping

into the desire of young people to
have a hand in shaping their future,
to strive for a better world, and to put
their ideas into action -- no matter
whether that takes shape in Milwau-
kee or in a part of the world that is
hungry for equity, for justice, and for
freedom,” she said.
Applications are available online

at milwaukee.gov/district6. Paper ap-
plications will also be available at
city libraries, many high schools and
colleges, and the following are drop-
off locations:
- WestCare Wisconsin, Inc.

Harambee Community Center, 335
W. Wright St.
-  Northcott Neighborhood House,

2460 N. 6th St.
- Wisconsin Black Historical Soci-

ety Museum, 2620 W. Center St.
- Martin Luther King Library, 310

W. Locust St
- Above the Clouds, 510 E.

Burleigh St.
The contest is open to students

who reside in the City of Milwaukee
and attended a public, private,
parochial or home school, or who
participated in a high school corre-
spondence program in the city. Pref-

erence will be given to residents of
the 6th Aldermanic District.
Additional contest rules, complete

details and submission requirements
are contained within the application.
For more information, please contact
Akuwa Dantzler at (414) 286-8640.
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At Carmen Schools of Science
and Technology, core values like
respect, responsibility, trust and
integrity provide a strong founda-
tion for the school’s culture. 
Students and staff alike are en-

couraged to live by these values
both inside and outside the school
walls. 
Two powerful events this week

will provide an opportunity for
them to lead by example in their
community on Milwaukee’s
northwest side.
Carmen Middle/High School of

Science and Technology, the cam-
pus on the northwest side of Mil-
waukee has been focusing on
April being Youth Violence Pre-
vention Month. 
In partnership with Safe &

Sound, Silver Spring Neighbor-
hood Center, Community Huddle,
and the Milwaukee Office of Vi-
olence Prevention, Carmen stu-
dents and staff, under the
direction of Carmen Community
Culture Leader, Jendora Kelley
invite the community to partici-
pate in two events: Community &
Self-Awareness Summit
Wednesday, April 19, 5pm -

7:30pm Organizations and mem-
bers of the community will pro-

vide resources and experiences
that promote ways for individuals
to care for themselves, their fam-
ilies and others in the community.
Food will be provided and there
will be opportunities for partici-
pants to win prizes. 
Peace March
Thursday, April 20, 4pm The

community will march together
from Carmen Middle/High
School of Science and Technol-
ogy to the Silver Spring Neigh-
borhood Center in the name of
peace! 
This march is in collaboration

with Community Huddle, led by
Director Byron Marshall.
Carmen Middle/High School of

Science and Technology, North-
west is located at 5496 N 72nd
Street in Milwaukee. 
Both events will originate at

this location. No RSVP is re-
quired and both events are free to
the public.
Carmen Schools of Science and

Technology is a small but grow-
ing network of public college
preparatory middle and high
schools with an unparalleled track
record of success in educating
and graduating central city Mil-
waukee students prepared to

achieve in college and beyond. 
Ninety percent of the students

served are considered low-in-
come and live in some of Mil-
waukee’s most challenged
neighborhoods; 95% are African
American or Latino. 
These are students who enter

Carmen with reading and math
achievement levels well below
state and national averages. 
Yet, by 11th grade, they achieve

the highest ACT scores among all
public schools in the entire city.
These are students whom other
schools may have given up on,
but by the time they graduate
from Carmen, 100% of them are
accepted to college.

YY&&EEY O U T H & E D U C A T I O N

Carmen students and staff join forces with
community partners to inspire positivity
All are welcome to participate in two FREE community events this week

Photo of Carmen School of Science and Technology students courtesy of the
school’s website.

Alderwoman Milele Coggs
launches 9th Annual Freedom
Essay Scholarship Contest

Ald. Milele Coggs

“The scholarship contest
is tapping into the desire
of young people to have a
hand in shaping their fu-
ture, to strive for a better
world, and to put their
ideas into action -- no
matter whether that takes
shape in Milwaukee or in a
part of the world that is
hungry for equity, for jus-
tice, and for freedom...”

--Ald. Coggs
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ical time for Milwaukee’s hungry. Actually need escalates
during the summer months due to children being out of
school and more individuals living on the streets.  Our
ministry sites experience the highest demand during the
summer months. None are turned away from a Capuchin
ministry who seeks emergency aid for food.”
If registered by June 4, the $30 run ($20 for children)

and $25 walk ($15 for children) registration fee includes
entrance into Polish Fest and free return to Polish Fest all
weekend. After June 4, registration fees increase $5. Reg-
istrations are accepted up to the day-of-the-event.
Capuchin Community Services with two locations, St.

Ben’s Community Meal and the House of Peace, serves
the poor, the hungry, the homeless. www.CapuchinCom-
munityServices.org
ABOUT HOUSE OF PEACE: The House of Peace as-

sists families and individuals in meeting their spiritual,
material, and emotional needs.  The House of Peace helps
families to remain together and to promote self-suffi-
ciency.  

It provides food, clothing, and pastoral care to the poor
plus houses the UWM House of Peace Community Nurs-
ing Center and Marquette University Legal Clinic that
serves the same population.  
ABOUT ST. BEN’S COMMUNITY MEAL: St. Bens

Community Meal has been Milwaukee’s largest regular
potluck dinner since 1970. 75 organizations (including
churches, temples, and mosques) provide hot, home-
made dishes six days a week to those who are homeless
or at risk of becoming homeless. Over 2,000 meals are
served each week. 
Additional ministries include Columbia-St. Mary’s St.

Ben’s Clinic that provides prevention-focused health care
to those who can’t afford it, St. Benedict the Moor parish
and jail ministry. All ministries are located at 9th and
State Streets. 
Capuchin Community Services is a Capuchin ministry

and is part of the Capuchin Province of St. Joseph which
is headquartered in Detroit and serves Capuchin min-
istries worldwide.  www.TheCapuchins.org 

(continued from page 4)

Capuchins’ Run/Walk for
the Hungry marks 12th year

to day racial encounters that minorities face on a regular
basis have put these groups in a corner. Backs are against
the wall now more than ever. The unavoidable feeling of
being a victim has become the nucleus of most racial ac-
cusations and truth be told, there will always be a feeling
that someone in the opposite ‘group’ is out to get whoever
is different.

Racism is often conflated with the ‘intent’ to be racist.
Racism does indeed exist, but few people are intention-
ally being racist. evaluating perceptions and intentions
can clarify the racial pressure individuals feel daily.
Racism exists and it will more than likely never go away.
It is important to understand that everything that may
come off as racist is not always racist some people are re-
ally innocent.   

(continued from page 3)
Racism Isn’t Everywhere

As a young adult living in the innercity of Milwaukee,  I find myself asking the
question, "In what direction is the next generation heading?"
Although generations before my time have  made positive impacts on the commu-

nity and it's culture, we are faced with the task of / choice of growing to our fullest
potential.
It is the job of the community to uphold the community,  it is the job of oneself  to

expect the best for oneself, how do we offer the younger generations hope that bet-
ter is possible if we give up on ourselves.
As love attracts love, light attracts light, so smile to attract a smile and a positive

exchange.
Eventually as time continues to tic we will see the much needed improvments to

the inner city of Milwaukee.
The first task of the people is to love themselves enough to accept/ expect

change.
Then to begin calling for REAL change in our community. 
--Rodney Daniels

VOICESVOICESKnocking down apartheid’s wall
But in the 1970s a new Black leadership emerged, one

that understood that what happens in Zimbabwe and
Liberia impacted what happened in Alabama and
Chicago. And Milwaukee.
In fact, Milwaukee mirrored Johannesburg in many re-

spects, legally segregated neighborhoods, separate and
unequal schools and racial barriers to jobs and economic
stability in Brewtown were similar to what was law in
Shantytown, South Africa.
To a small context, Milwaukee was a focal point of the

international crusade because of this publication.
In the first decade of the Community Journal, we ded-

icated a section of the paper to the international struggle,
with a special focus on the campaign against South
African apartheid.
And the gold Krugerrand, the primary source of inter-

national revenue, represented the evil empire, as it was
used to sustain the racist white government.
As part of our demonstrations and protests against

South Africa, culminating in a national crusade to enact
U.S. sanctions against the racist regime that President
Ronald Reagan begrudgedly signed into law, we
protested against the sale of Krugerrand and DeBeers di-
amonds.
The gold for the Krugerrand was mined with exploited

African workers, as were the diamonds. Black laborers
were paid one eighth of what White workers were paid,
and they were not allowed to live or purchase goods in
White areas.
Choking off that revenue stream, would help slay the

dragon, and weaken the wall of apartheid.
The Community Journal did its part to bring awareness

to that scenario, encouraging and participating in demon-
strations, and calling for boycotts against any institutions
or businesses contributing to the continuance of
apartheid.
One of those businesses was M&I Bank, which was

one of the few financial institutions in the Midwest to
sell Krugerrands. We called for a boycott of the bank, a
campaign that was more successful than we initially re-
alized as progressive White readers joined in the boy-
cott.
In fact, we didn’t know of the full impact of our cam-

paign until years later when a Black media coalition vis-
ited the bank headquarters to discuss advertising.
Bank officials agreed that they could not continue to

ignore the city’s largest ethnic group, but announced they
would not under any circumstances advertise in the
state’s largest circulated and most influential newspa-
per—the Community Journal.
A bank official then revealed they took note of our

boycott of two decades earlier. And they would not for-
give our putting principle before their profits.
Thus our moral crusade for justice and the end of op-

pression and racism cost us eventual revenues. It was all
about the Krugerrand. 
For them it represented capitalism in its most base

form. And as you hopefully know, the dollar has always
come before decency or even biblical tenets.
Obviously, we lost out financially in that deal, but we

gained much, much more in the grand scheme of things;
something that money can’t buy.
For our limited contributions served to help knock

down a few bricks in the international wall of apartheid.
Which brings me back to my dilemma. Should I now

purchase a “silver” Krugerrand as a reminder, a memo-
rial to use for a history lesson for my kids and grandchil-
dren? Or should I turn that page and close the book?
For the record a gold Krugerrand is out of the question

in part because our activism over the years limited our
financial well being.
In other words, nothing is free, not even justice.
But then again, what we gained was worth more than

gold. Even the Krugerrand. Hotep.

(continued from page 3)
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