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Remember when...Lincoln High and the Brown decision

Members of the Common Council
are asking state lawmakers to con-
sider several alternative approaches
to public safety they’ve developed
focusing on “front end” investments
so more Wisconsin citizens can avoid
incarceration and contact with the
corrections system. 

“I believe that individuals who
commit crimes need to be sanc-
tioned, but I also believe we need to
do a much better job preventing the
conditions and/or paths that lead peo-
ple to consider poor choices in the
first place,” said Ald. Chantia Lewis.

Lewis is one of seven aldermen
who sponsored a resolution that
counters the state’s proposed Repub-
lican “Prevention Last” legislation,
which contains a package of bills that
would incarcerate more youth for
longer periods of time and takes the
focus off of prevention and evi-
denced-based solutions.

The Common Council resolution
calls for the introduction and passage
of legislation at the county, state and
federal levels to both reduce incar-
ceration of Milwaukee residents and
to reduce violence in the city.

Said Democratic state Rep. David
Bowen following a recent public
hearing in Milwaukee on the legisla-
tion: “The bills we heard today
would move the state in a terrible di-
rection for both youth and adult pop-
ulations.

“Regardless of the offense committed, the Republican Prevention Last leg-
islation takes a one-size-fits-all approach, revoking supervision and re-incar-
cerating anyone who commits any crime, regardless of severity, while on
supervision.”

Bowen added the legislation doesn’t take into account evidence-based prac-
tices that show education and treatment in or near one’s home community is
the best approach to restoring troubled youth and ensuring a positive transition
back into their communities.

“Instead, this legislation would increase the likelihood of Wisconsinites
getting stuck in the expensive revolving door of the corrections system,

Lawmakers call on
state to focus on
“front end” 
investments to reduce
need for incarceration

Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
recently hosted a ground-
breaking event at the site of
its new global headquarters
located at 3318 North MLK
Drive.  

Mayor Tom Barrett, Alder-
woman Milele Coggs, and
Bader Philanthropies’ Presi-
dent and CEO Daniel J.
Bader, among others, spoke
to commemorate the occa-
sion.  

A large 6’x10’ rendering of
the completed facility was
unveiled prior to the ceremo-
nious shoveling. Bader Phi-
lanthropies announced last August its plan to relocate from the
Third Ward to Milwaukee’s Harambee neighborhood to build
on its existing commitment in the neighborhood. 

The new space will include more than 22,000 square feet of
meeting rooms and offices.  

The new meeting facility will accommodate up to 120 peo-
ple, which doubles the Foundation’s current capacity for con-
vening. 

In addition to the building itself, there are plans for nearly 50
guest parking spaces and green space. A Black-owned con-
struction firm, JCP Construction has been selected as the
general contractor for the project.

--Photos courtesy of Bader Philanthropies.

SSppeeeecchh  aanndd  AArrrreesstteedd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt
rroocckk tthhee  PPaabbsstt BBrreewweerryy  ggrraanndd  ooppeenniinngg

Milwaukee native and
rapper Speech re-

turned home with his
Grammy Award-win-

ning hip-hop group, Ar-
rested Development

recently to perform at
Pabst Milwaukee

Brewery’s grand open-
ing street festival at the

Pabst development
near downtown Mil-

waukee, on Juneau Av-
enue between 10th

and 11th street.
Arrested Development

was one of several mu-
sical acts, the majority

local, that performed at
the free outdoor event. 

The festival included
games, activities, food

and (of course) beer. Photos by
Yvonne Kemp

Speech and Arrested Development members Tasha LaRae (far left) and Fareedah
(far right) performing on-stage at the Pabst grand opening festival.

Speech (second from right) with band members backstage before
they performed (left to right): 1 Love, LaRae, and Fareedah.

Speech belting out a song.

Speech and 1 Love rap one of Arrested Development’s hits.A diverse crowd enjoys the Grammy Award-winning group.

Bader Philanthropies breaks ground
for new headquarters in city’s
Harambee Neighborhood
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TALKING POINTS...
• The number of adults incarcerated in Wis-
consin State correctional facilities increased
from 6,967 in 1990 to 22,729 in 2016, a
226% increase, while the overall population
of Wisconsin increased during the same pe-
riod by only 17%
• Wisconsin has the highest incarceration
rate in the United States
• African Americans comprise 6.6% of Wis-
consin’s population but 42% of the men and
24% of the women incarcerated in Wisconsin
State correctional facilities
• As of the 2010 U.S. Census, 12.6%, or one
in 8, African-American working-age men in
Wisconsin were incarcerated, nearly double
the 6.7% average rate in the United States,
while at the same time the rate of incarcera-
tion of working-age Caucasian men in Wis-
consin was virtually identical to the average
rate across the United States, at 1.2%
• Sixty-nine percent of the African-American
residents of Wisconsin reside in Milwaukee
County; 
• According to a report by the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, between 1990 and
2012, 26,222 African-American men from
Milwaukee County were incarcerated in Wis-
consin State correctional facilities
--Statistical information taken from the reso-
lution by seven city aldermen

County Sheriff David
Clarke stepping down
to accept Homeland
Security position

Milwaukee County Sheriff David
Clarke announced Wednesday he
will step down from his current posi-
tion to become an assistant secretary
in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS).

Interviewed on a morning radio
talk show, Clarke said he’ll be the as-
sistant DHS secretary in charge of
the Office of Partnership and En-
gagement.

Clarke said in his new position, he
will focus on being a liaison between
the DHS and state, local and tribal
law enforcement agencies.

On the radio show, Clarke admitted the position presents him with a huge
learning curve. “I’m going to get in there and figure out the landscape; learn
the people.

“I’ll be developing who I have interplay with. And then, after I talk with
Secretary (John) Kelly, figure out a strategy to create this better liaison be-
tween the Department of Homeland Security and our state and local part-
ners.”

Rumors had been rampant about Clarke joining President Donald Trump’s
administration since he was elected in November. 

More recently, Clarke was among several names mentioned for the FBI di-
rector job to replace fired bureau director James Comey.

Though he has run for election and reelection as a Democrat, Clarke iden-
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(continued on page 4)

Sheriff David Clarke



The Milwaukee Community Journal May 17, 2017 Page 2

The ladies of the Milwaukee chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and the Dia-
mond Jubilee Pearls Foundation, recently celebrated the organization’s 20th an-
niversary at the Wisconsin Club, 6200 W. Good Hope Road. The women were joined
by Milwaukee native Dr. Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, the international president of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. --Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Local sorority celebrates 20th anniversary
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The mythology
of voter fraud

The recent executive order establishing the Presidential
Commission on Election Integrity represents yet another
veiled attempt to disenfranchise people of color. Citing false
and unfounded claims of widespread voter fraud, President
Trump has perpetuated this mythology of "voter fraud," as jus-
tification for support of laws and policies that promote voter
suppression.

This Commission poses a very real and direct threat to our
electoral system and democracy. Clearly designed to bar mil-
lions from exercising their democratic birthright, through a
gumbo of alt-facts, stereotypes and dog whistle politics, the
NAACP as this nation's first-responder on civil rights will fight
back with every resource at our disposal against any assault
on the vote. Without a doubt, the enemy of the vote will seek
to utilize whatever findings the committee produces as ammu-
nition for the continuing assault on voting rights. 

While we cannot predict what the commission will report, its
makeup gives us reason the worry. Vice Chair of the Commis-
sion, Kris Kobach, is one of the principal disseminators of the
mythology of widespread voter fraud, despite no statistical
proof to validate this claim.

In a 2015 study, The Washington Post found that out of 1 bil-
lion votes cast between 2000 and 2014, there were 31 alleged
incidents of voter fraud. More recently, of the 134 million votes
cast during the most-recent presidential election, The Post
found a mere 4 incidents of voter fraud. 

Despite any evidence of voter fraud, this administration is
expending public funds to address an issue which, quite sim-
ply, does not exist. There is simply no evidence of widespread
voter fraud. The appointment of Kris Kobach as Vice Chair of
the Commission is a clear signal of the ultimate purpose and
intent of the Commission which is to provide justification for
making it more difficult, if not impossible, for African-American
and Latino citizens to exercise their right to vote.

The NAACP is committed to defend against any attack on
the voting rights of our fellow citizens, no matter what their
color or political persuasion. 

Rather than burdening participation in our democracy, we
should all be working to increase the degree of civic participa-
tion throughout this nation. There is no integrity in denying
American citizens their right to vote. 

This Commission on Election Integrity is a sham and should
not be allowed to give any credibility to the mythology of wide-
spread voter fraud.

Remember when…
Lincoln High civics class learned
about Brown vs. Board of Education

“Up in the morning, out to school. The teacher is teaching the Golden
Rule. American history and practical math…” Chuck Berry, “School Days”
(Chess Records-1957)

This week marks the 63rd anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s land-
mark decision outlawing racial segregation in America’s public schools. Its
landmark Brown vs. Board of Education ruling in Topeka, Kansas reverber-
ated nationwide -- including Milwaukee, where I was a history-conscious
high school student.

Indeed, it seems only yesterday when, seated in my civics class on May
17, 1954, I was transfixed when our teacher -- the late, great Andrew Dunar
-- happily imparted the historic news. And I also recall the conversation with
my mother that day after school.

She asked if I’d heard about public school segregation in America having

been outlawed. I told her yes, I’d heard the news that afternoon in my civics
class, and how happy was our teacher, Mr. Dunar -- who is White -- when
announcing it.

He told us that at 12:52 p.m. -- in a case involving the Topeka school board
-- a ruling had been handed down that, from that day forward, both races
would attend the same school as we had been doing at Lincoln High.

And then Mr. Dunar’s elation became my elation as I thought of my
friends Theotis and Bobby and Ray and Mildred and Annie and all the others
at majority Black schools would have a chance to know, as I did, that there
were good and bad among Whites, just as among our people. And they’d learn
this by going to school with them and, in some cases, doing better.

Now this was not to say that all of the millions of other Black children who
attended segregated schools before May 17, 1954, were not properly edu-
cated, or never learned to relate to Whites. Many had gone on to respectability
as citizens and breadwinners for their families. Some had distinguished them-
selves in their chosen fields.

And as everyone knows, there is something special about being among your
own kind, something that encourages you to let your hair down and be your-
self. If truth be known, I was not able to do that in the beautifully integrated
Palmer Street elementary and Lincoln Junior-Senior high schools of my day.
Not really.

Yet, when I think back to what I learned about life going to school with
Whites, Latinos, Asians and Native Americans -- as well as other Black kids
-- well, it’s an experience I wouldn’t trade. I was, truly, one of the lucky ones.

I also mentioned to my mother how some of my classmates -- Black and
White -- responded when our teacher asked our opinions. Each said they un-
derstood how important it was for “colored and white” to be able to go to
school together, get to know one another and learn about America together.

I told her I’d said "This gives smart colored kids a chance to show just how
smart they are.” And I remember her reply: “That’s just wonderful.”

Then she asked if I knew that all of the United States Supreme Court Jus-
tices who handed down the decision were White men. I told her I hadn’t
thought about that. She smiled broadly and asked if I knew what organization
worked so hard to get the decision “for our people.”

That one was easy. It was the NAACP, to which our family proudly be-
longed and whose Crisis magazine I always looked forward to reading. My
mother, Juanita Carter, later would become the first paid secretary of the Mil-
waukee branch, at N. 9th and W. Center Sts., under the leadership of retired
Circuit Court Judge Clarence R. Parrish.

And then she mentioned the roles played by Roy Wilkins, Walter White
and Thurgood Marshall (who went on to serve as the first Black Supreme
Court Justice) in the events leading to the historic decision. She explained the
years of behind-the-scenes legal legwork that those men -- and other less well-
known -- had put in.

These days, when I think of Brown vs. Board of Education, I also think of
my mother and the night in 1967 during the inner-city riots in Milwaukee,
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Self-discovery
Leads to Happiness

Have you ever heard the saying ‘It’s lonely at the top?’ I experience the
lonely daily by being at the top of my life. I work on shaking the feeling
as it is felt. 

I do that because I know that I am not lonely. I am not saying that I am
at my highest point in my life either, but I’ve discovered that when you’re
doing what’s needed to be done for personal growth, you seem to find
yourself alone. 

It’s like everyone moves away and you begin feeling like the kid on the
playground that's not invited to play because of your differences. Since I
no longer participate in many activities, I’ve had to fill the voids with pos-
itive situations. On many occasions, that means that I have to do things
that I’ve never experienced. 

Now I have those that will applaud my growth, while at the same time
keep their distance. They're some of the same people who act as if they
were willing to assist me only in a professional way. It’s funny, but I won't
laugh knowing that when I was on bull I couldn't shake the constant at-
tention I once received. When you change for the better, you have to
search to know your still accepted.

It’s almost like being punished for doing good. Like, being punished
for doing what’s right. The decision to change one’s life comes with many
sacrifices, including the loss of relationships with those you were once
tight with. I guess that’s why I cherish the powerful few that push, guide
and support me. I cherish the ones that take time out of their lives to re-
mind me that I am appreciated.

Over the years, I have remained focused by repeating my ‘Agent of
Change Vows’ daily. I stay focused by doing what prevents me from going
backwards. I also remember that misery loves company and happiness
erases loneliness.

I am happy that I can be happy amongst many. I know it may seem
lonely at the top of your life sometimes but you must and I must continue
climbing to self-discovery. 

Self-discovery allows you to understand the importance of the need for
personal companionship. Self-friendship is a gift that will take forever to
unwrap. Continue loving yourselves. 

--Torre M Johnson Sr./ President Of XMEN UNITED

Millennials Share
Why College is
Not  for Them 

What are some words that come to mind when you hear the word ‘college’?
Let me guess, are they success, opportunity or achievement? How about debt,
waste of time and what’s the point? This is what millennials feel when it
comes to abiding by the pressure of getting a college degree. 

Being a college student is enough hard work without having to worry about
debt and math class. As graduates’ debt get higher, parents are more frequently
having to take on the burden of their child’s college expenses. 

Now don’t get me wrong, college graduates are loved, respected and ap-
preciated but while there are many job occupations that require college de-
grees, Forbes magazine says that more than half of millennials say they would
have been able to get where they are now without a college degree. 

Can you imagine that? More than half of the world’s most misunderstood
generation believe that a college degree is not needed in order for them to be
successful. This survey also found that 37% of former students regretted
going to college given the amount of debt they now have. 

We are taught from birth that college is the ‘way to go.’ Everything is set
up to where you are taught that in order to make it in life, you need to obtain
a college degree. Of course, everyone wants to be somebody, so what hap-
pens? We all start enrolling in college courses. 

Once again, there is nothing wrong with making the decision to further
your education, but millennials feel like the process isn’t totally vital to the
progression of our future careers or establishments.

Between obtaining $30,000+ in school debt and not finding a job suitable
for your degree, millennials have noticed that college is not all it’s cracked
up to be. Research has shown an unbelievable increase in the proportion of
graduates working in career fields that have nothing to do with what their in-
tended major was in school. 

Pew research says that in 2001, 37% of graduates worked in jobs that were
totally irrelevant to their major. In 2013, the study also showed that there was
a 47% increase on graduates working in jobs that were not what they went to
school for. (Pew)

Market Watch, a database that provides business news, analysis and stock
market data has deemed millennials as the most educated, but surprisingly
just 13% of the young adults say that the higher education is fine while the
remaining 87% disagree. 

This particular survey, released by Washington D.C, also shared that despite
millennials’ negative feelings towards the higher education system, millen-
nials seem to realize that it is much better to have a college degree than not
to have one. 

Do you agree? 
--Millennial Magic! Paishance Welch

By Richard G. Carter

(continued on page 5)
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Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
“How do you think Dr. Martin Luther“How do you think Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr.--if he were still alive--reKing, Jr.--if he were still alive--re--
spond to Donald Trump’s America?”spond to Donald Trump’s America?”

“I would think
that the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr. would
want all tools
available to ad-
vance the cause
of African Ameri-
cans. If Donald
Trump can advance our cause, than by
all means, may God be with him!”

Michael
Holmes

“I think Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr.
would say:
‘Evil flour-
ishes when
good men do nothing.”

Ezzard
White

“I think Dr. Martin Luther
King would be very dis-
heartened with the elec-
tion of Donald Trump.
That America had not
made much progress
with the values that he
holds near and dear. He
(King) would be disap-
pointed that America se-
lected someone who is
an isolationist wanting to close our borders; someone
who is arrogant, disrespectful and places his own inter-
ests above the interests of the American people.”

Patricia
Adams

“Dr. King would still
hold hope for our na-
tion. At the heart, we
are still a republic of
dreamers, doers,
healers and activists.
He would challenge
us to dig a lot deeper
as individuals,
though. We are
great, not Trump or
his lost nation. Dr. King would remind us
fiercely that our voices carry power. He would
still hold hope for us, the real America.”

Dasha Kelly
Hamilton

“Only in the 
darkness can you
see the stars.”

--Martin Luther King, Jr.

Cornell William Brooks, NAACP president and CEO
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tifies himself as a neo-conservative, gaining national no-
toriety as an outspoken supporter of hard right conserva-
tive positions and for being critical of liberal and
progressive ideas and organizations, most notably the
“Black Lives Matter” movement.

A strong supporter of President Trump during the elec-
tion, Clarke spoke at the GOP convention in Cleveland
last summer.

He will leave for Washington in June to assume his new
role. 

Responding to Clarke’s new job, Milwaukee County
Executive Chris Abele, who has locked horns with Clarke
since he was elected to the top county job, said he looks
forward to having someone in the top position of the
county’s law enforcement agency he can work with.

“For the county I love and am privileged to serve, I am
genuinely excited about the prospect of a sheriff I can
work with to find evidence-based solutions that will im-
prove public safety and safely reduce our jail population,”
said Abele in a statement following Clarke’s announce-
ment.

“(Someone) who actually cares about addressing the
indefensible racial disparities that everyone in Milwaukee

should have as their first priority.”
“For the country I love, the last thing America needs is

another loud voice angrily and unproductively telling you
who to blame and who not to trust.

“The appointment of Sheriff Clarke to a position in-
tended to build partnership and engagement is not a de-
cision made by someone interested in partnership or
engagement.”

Earnell Lucas, a candidate for the sheriff’s position,
said he’ll submit his name to Gov. Scott Walker for ap-
pointment to fill the remainder of Clarke’s term. 

“It would be an honor to be selected and I believe that
I am the right person to fill this critical role,” said Lucas
in a statement.

“I have a deep and abiding commitment to this com-
munity,” said Lucas, a former Milwaukee police captain
and former head of security for Major League Baseball.

“Strong leadership is needed as the office looks to the
future.”

Regardless if he’s picked to fill Clarke’s tenure, or not,
Lucas said he will continue to be a candidate for a full
term as sheriff in 2018.

“I look forward to earning the trust of Milwaukee
county voters.”

(continued from page 1)

Sheriff Clarke stepping down to
assume Homeland Security post

The Religion page will return next week!
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when the NAACP office was bombed. And the abject terror I felt.
I remember calling her from Cleveland, where I was a reporter with The

Plain Dealer, and doing a phone interview I turned into a news story -- promi-
nently published the following morning. And how the accolades poured in
from my editors and co-workers.

Later in that memorable year for me in Cleveland, I was fortunate enough
to interview the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., for a second time. And one
of the topics of our discussion was the positives of the momentous Brown vs.
Board of Education ruling.

And now, 63 years have passed since May 17, 1954. Many millions of
Black boys and girls have attended integrated public schools all over the na-
tion as a result of what happened on that historic Spring day in Kansas. And
it is well-worth remembering.

It is because of my late mother, who helped me understand the signifi-
cance of Brown vs. Board of Education -- and because of how well my own
children have turned out -- that this ruling means so much to me and, I’m
sure, to millions of other Black Americans. I shudder to think where out nation
would be without it.

Milwaukee native Richard G. Carter is a freelance columnist

(continued from page 3)
Remember when...

State called on to find
ways to reduce the
need for incarceration
(continued from page 1)
whether as youth or as adults.”

The Council also supports a set of guiding policies as a means of accom-
plishing its goals. They include:

1. Doing away with mandatory minimum sentences and returning to sen-
tencing discretion, which allows judges to bring the full force of the criminal
justice system to rehabilitate offenders, rather than to lock offenders away re-
gardless of circumstance.

2. Treating youths who offend, especially first-time offenders, as deserving
of compassion, help and intervention rather than as hardened criminals de-
serving of being locked up.

3. Reforming the juvenile justice system in Milwaukee County to ensure
that youths are receiving sufficient and appropriate counseling, rehabilitation,
alternative rehabilitation and other supportive measures prior to and after ad-
judication, as well as minimizing any procedural delays between initial arrest
and adjudication.

4. Ending the practice of sending Milwaukee’s serious juvenile offenders
to Lincoln Hills School, a troubled facility more than 200 miles away from
Milwaukee youths’ families, communities and support networks, and instead
detaining serious juvenile offenders in a local setting for rehabilitation.

5. Increasing cooperation and information-sharing between the Police De-
partment, other City agencies and Milwaukee County partners to ensure that
the Police Department is supported in its mission; this should include infor-
mation-sharing between:

· Trauma-informed care specialists
· Public health professionals
· The Office of Violence Prevention
· Mentor programs
· Educators
6. Re-prioritizing the State budget to decrease the share of funding that is

sent to the
Wisconsin Department of Corrections and re-direct those funds into de-

partments and
programs that work to prevent crime and violence, including health, edu-

cation, housing, public transit expansion and job development.
7. Re-focusing State and local bodies, including the Wisconsin Economic

Development Corporation, on recruiting and growing businesses that provide
family-supporting jobs in the Milwaukee area, rather than along the Milwau-
kee-Kenosha I-94 corridor.

8. Expanding and improving public transit options for Milwaukee residents
between Milwaukee and family-supporting jobs located in the surrounding
counties.

9. Increasing the amount of shared revenue returned to the City from the
State to a level which would cover the City’s police and fire department budg-
ets, as was historically the case.

10. Increasing federal Community Development Block Grant funding,
which helps the City to expand economic opportunities for residents, and cre-
ating a state fund to supplement federal Community Development Block
Grant funding.

11. Reforming the State of Wisconsin’s voucher school program so that
voucher schools are held to the same quality of education standards as public
schools, ensuring that the City’s children attending voucher schools receive
the quality education that they are entitled to, and that will allow them to
achieve their highest potential.

12. Bringing back a full complement of courses in music, the arts, and tech-
nical training to public schools in the Milwaukee area so that youths receive
a complete, well-rounded education.

The other aldermen who signed onto the resolution were: Nickolas Kovac,
Russell Stamper, II, Ashanti Hamilton, Cavalier Johnson, and Bob Bauman.
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As I raise my head and start to
slowly focus my eyes, the stench tells
me that I am on familiar ground - but
I don’t know how I got here.  

My emotions start to overwhelm
my corpse and the sick feeling of dis-
gust is the only pulse that lets me
know that I am still alive.

I stand to gain my composure and
to adjust my disheveled clothing.  I
feel a chill, so I put my hands in my
pant pockets, but my frigid fingers
were not obstructed, this conscious-
ness created a crushing feeling of re-
morse and shame that confirmed
what I already knew – I was out of
drugs and out of money.  So I started
my long walk home.

It must be Sunday, because the
church folks are in their best and the
traffic seems calmer than I remember
when I left my apartment Friday
morning on my way to work – now
it all started to come back to me.  

***
It was a brisk fall morning and I

awoke with good intentions.  It was
payday, and things were going to be
different.  

I had a slight pep in my step and a
crocked smile on my face.  I told my-
self that I might stop at the bar for a
quick drink after work, but that

would be my only detour.
Five o’clock seemed to take longer

than usual.  I wasn’t sure if I was just

anxious to start my weekend, or if it
was a divine delay created by the
Universe, that I purposely ignored.
Either way, I grabbed my coat and
pushed my way through the line of
workers waiting to finalize their
work day with the swipe of a badge.  

The wind caught the door as I
opened it, but I held it tight to allow
the person behind me to exit safely.
I said my see you laters, before I
made a small turn to go down the
stoop and that’s when I was greeted
by my Friday welcome wagon.  The
two people who I could always count
on.  

The two people currently in my
life that never let me down.  With a
fake smile on my face and a fabri-
cated sense of confidence, I weakly
shook hands with Loan Shark and
Dope Man.  

They both were waiting patiently
for me on the sidewalk, because like
them, they could also count on me…

Read the continuation of this
story at www.MilwaukeeCommu-
nityJournal.com.  

Step up to the Podium and tell
your truth (100 words or less) by
contacting Sister Speak Milwaukee
at SonyaZelda@MilwaukeeCom-
munityJournal.com. 

COMMUNITY PODIUMCOMMUNITY PODIUM
By Sonya Bowman and Zelda Corona

Sonya Bowman

Zelda Corona

Discovering the Other
Side of Addiction
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C.H.I.L.L. program creates community safe zones initiative
C.H.I.L.L. (Creating Hope, I

Love Life) program, Inc., a local
nine-year-old non-profit organi-
zation that promotes peace and
reduces violence in Milwaukee’s
central city, has unvield a revo-
lutionary new community sur-
veillance program.

Called the C.H.I.L.L. Commu-
nity Safe Zone Initiative, the sur-
veillance program works with
residents of neighborhoods and
business owners.

“Using a combination of com-
munity support and accountabil-
ity, along with both existing and
newly installed top of the line
surveillance cameras, these com-
munity blocks and business loca-
tions will be designated as areas
where crime is not tolerated,”
reads an outline of the plan pro-
vided by C.H.I.L.L. founders
Dante and Shannon Chestnut.

C.H.I.L.L. Community Safe
Zone locations will also be safe havens so that anyone who feels in
danger can go and seek assistance. 

Combining community cooperation and 24-hour video monitoring,
the initiative’s objective is to reduce crime rates starting first in sta-
tistically high crime areas and expanding block by block.

The program will focus on Milwaukee police districts numbers

seven and five. “Many commu-
nities already have city-placed
surveillance cameras at major in-
tersections and on more com-
monly travelled streets,” the
outline reads.

“But based on our research,
many crimes happen outside of
these areas, we will target both
residents and businesses located
off these main streets and inter-
sections.

The C.H.I.L.L. founders noted
in 2015, a 13.3 mile area within
the MPD’s seventh district had
almost 40 homicides and over
2,000 violent assaults. There
were also approximately 2.8
murders per mile in the district,
which experienced more than 25
percent of the total homicides in
the city.

The Chestnuts are asking busi-
nesses to give their support by
making a tax-deductible dona-

tion on a weekly, quarterly, or annual basis towards the project. The
donations will be used to purchase, install and maintain the surveil-
lance cameras and monitoring systems.

For more information about the program, call C.H.I.L.L at (414)-
687-3927, or (414)-687-3940. Only serious inquiries will be re-
sponded to.

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff
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