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Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp

"State Democrats in the legislature have introduced
a bill banning "Bump Stocks," a firearm modifier

used by the Las Vegas shooter last month, that can
make a semi-automatic weapon fully automatic (a

machine gun). Should there be stricter laws banning
"Bump Stocks" and other firearm modifiers that

make guns more lethal (dangerous)?"
“Yes, there
should be a
stricter law en-
forcing the re-
moving of bump
stocks from
being sold to the
public. The massacre of all the people
in Las Vegas is a prime example.”

Victor
Toney

“Owning a gun is a
priviledge. However,
that type of firepower
should be restricted for
military use only. Case
in point: the incident in
Vegas. The bump
stocks should indeed
have stricter laws to ac-
quire them. For exam-
ple, emotional and social background checks
should be required. We should not need protec-
tion from our neighbors.”

Felicia
Williams

“Yes, for soci-
ety’s safety and
because mental
(health) checks
are not yet in
place to prevent
such. It will be
helpful if the
number of guns purchased would
be limited.”

Freida 
Webb

“No! I think we
(as Black people)
should be build-
ing power! If we
had weapons like
that, AND we
were organized,
we would be able to protect our com-
munities. Black Power!”

Kenneth
Brown, II

Look for more photos from the Cream City event in
this week’s Weekend Edition/Health and Wellness.

Dr. Roland Pattillo (seated third from right) poses with members of the Cream City Medical Society.

Dr. Pattllo with Dr. Rene Settle-Robinson (far left) and CCSM
President Dr. Annette Stokes. He received one of several Life-
time Achievement awards that were given to pioneering Black
doctors.

Drs. Settle-Robinson and Stokes with Patricia O’Flynn
Pattillo, who received the organization’s Humanitarian
Award.

Dr. and Mrs. Pattillo with their grandson, Daniel Pattillo.

Jammin’ 98.3 radio personality Andrea Williams and Green Bay
Packers legend Gilbert “The Gravedigger” Brown show off Williams’
T-shirt that emphasizes the need for all women to make that “crucial
catch” and “intercept” breast cancer early during the “Crucial Catch
Day” event at the MLK Heritage Health Center, 2555 N. Martin Luther
King Drive. Participants had access to a range of services, including
breast cancer screenings (mammograms). There was also a compli-
mentary lunch, guest speakers, and entertainment. Packers fans also
had the opportunity to have their photos taken with Brown who
shared a personal story about his brother who succumbed to breast
cancer.--Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Cream City Gala: 
A Night to Remember
By LaShawnda S. Wilkins

There’s nothing like organizations
coming together to make a difference
in our city, especially when the goal
is to celebrate and sow into Milwau-
kee’s future. 

The Cream City Medical Society
(CCMS) does just that in more ways
than one. CCMS was named after the
cream-colored bricks used to con-
struct many of Milwaukee’s finest buildings. For the CCMS, these bricks rep-
resent strength, beauty and the ability to weather many storms.

The organization represents a majority of Black physicians in Wisconsin
and is charged with advocating for the health care needs of Black Wiscon-
sinites.

The Cream City Medical Society does an amazing job of standing up and
showing leadership in the midst of upcoming medical professionals and col-
lege students. 

This organization is composed of, but not limited to, Black physicians and
they are dedicated to eliminating minority health disparities.

This reporter had the pleasure of attending the Cream City Medical Society
90th Anniversary and Scholarship Gala last Saturday at the Italian Commu-
nity Center. 

It was a phenomenal experience. There many well-respected physicians in
the room with open arms and humble hearts, who have passionately repre-
sented the good work they have done while in the CCMS. 

Not only were there well-respected physicians, there were also college stu-
dents who received scholarships and even young people, elegantly dressed,

(continued on page 3)
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Gravedigger makes crucial
pitch against breast cancer

Cong. Moore blasts
GOP budget bill for
neglecting single,
working-class
mothers 

Congresswoman Gwen Moore (D-
Milwaukee) blasted the recently
passed 2018 Republican budget,
charging it neglects single, working
class mothers. It was one of the rea-
sons she said she voted against the
bill, which was denounced by both
sides of the aisle.

Moore was also critical of the way
the bill was drafted, (in secret), and
is rife with massive tax cuts for pow-
erful corporations.

“Despite condemnation by those in
their own party, Republicans narrowly passed what can only be described as
a reckless and dangerous bill that will reshape our economy and deal an im-
mense blow to critical services like Medicaid and Medicare,” said the con-
gresswoman in a statement.

Moore said the budget bill turns its back on a group of Americans too often
overlooked in the halls of Congress: the single, working-class mother.

“With her in mind, I forcefully voted against this bill as the trillions of dol-
lars in tax cuts for the wealthy will come at the expense of the very programs

Ald. Johnson praises
early childhood ed.
bill, calls it a step in
the right direction

Ald. Cavalier “Chevy” Johnson re-
cently praised legislation created by
two state lawmakers to boost early
childhood education, calling it a step
in the right direction.

The bi-partisan bill by State Sena-
tors Luther Olsen—a Republican—
and LaToya Johnson supports the
Reach Out and Read model (SB449)
encourages and supports family read-
ing for children as young as six
months old.

“With the support of Children’s
Hospital of Wisconsin and Milwau-
kee Public Schools this evidence based, independent peer-reviewed early ed-
ucation model will engage adults around children, increasing educational
outcomes for our youth,” Johnson said in a statement.

The bill reinforces the crucial role parents and caregivers play in children’s
development during the critical years of early learning between birth and the
age of five.

“(The) lack of fully funded early childhood education programs increases
the disparities of our neighborhoods most in need,” Johnson said. “This pro-
gram engages with new parents or caregivers, beginning at the six-month
checkup and continues through age five, while focusing on children growing

(continued on page 3)

Cong. Gwen Moore

Compiled by MCJ 
Editorial Staff

Ald. Chevy Johnson

Compiled by MCJ 
Editorial Staff

(continued on page 3)
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One ‘NO!’
Should 
Always Be
Enough

Harvey Weinstein’s case is nothing
new, nor is it about sex.Weinstein,
who is reportedly seeking profes-
sional help for sex addiction, is not
addicted to sex. 

Weinstein is addicted to power and
manipulating women. To equate the
intent of sexual assault with uncon-
trollable, sexual urges, is a bi-product
of rape culture.

Black women are more susceptible
to rape than other Americans. From
early rape laws that only applied to
white women because black women
were seen as inherently promiscuous,
to current statistics on rape in Mil-
waukee, the threat is prevalent within
the community. 

According to a Milwaukee Police
District Statistics Report, there have
been 125 reported cases of sexual as-
sault in Milwaukee’s District 5 from
January to October 9th, 2017. This
report does not include unreported
cases of sexual assault.

What can communities do to lower
these numbers and educate their
peers on sexual assault? 

1.Begin with understanding
what consent is. 

Consent, along with proper sexual
education, is pertinent to decreasing
the likelihood of sexual assault. RAI-
INN, the largest anti-sexual violence
organization in the nation describes
it as follows,

“When you’re engaging in sexual
activity, consent is about communi-
cation, and it should happen every
time. Giving consent for one activity,
one time, does not mean giving con-
sent for increased or recurring sexual
contact. For example, agreeing to
kiss someone doesn’t give that per-
son permission to remove your
clothes. Having sex with someone in

MILWAUKEE
GRAVEYARD
EVENT

The tagline was “This Is It” and IT
was definitely a night to remember
on Saturday October the 29th. When
a pub Downtown, named Ugly’s,
hosted a Halloween costume event
for the entire world to take part of.
An event that was highly publicized
on social media. This event did not
disappoint in terms of entertainment.

ith tickets starting at $11, the event
held one very prestigious honor for a
lucky civilian, the grand prize of
5,000 for the winner with the coveted
costume contest.

Residents from across the city

came dressed in everything from
Purge gear to even Power rangers,
with hopes of winning the ultimate
early Christmas gift. While money
may have been a luring point, the ex-
travagant fun did not end with cash

prizes as the entire pub was designed
to look like one big Haunted House. 

It was quite the scene to see every-
one busting out their best dance
moves while dressed as Wonder
Woman, Batman and even a lifelike
Michael Jackson impersonator with
the tune of “Thriller” in the back-
ground. Ugly’s, for the second year
in a row, has hosted this event with
hopes of bringing everyone together
for good fun and laughs, which defi-
nitely got the job done, yet again.

Needless to say, this event is be-
coming a must see and must take part
of every single time it’s announced.
I’m sure that for years to come, this
five hour ball of fun will take off into
the stratosphere. 

Here’s to looking forward to next
year’s Graveyard event.--Quardeay
Julien

(continued on page 7)

“Weinstein is addicted
to power and manipu-

lating women. To
equate the intent of

sexual assault with un-
controllable, sexual

urges, is a bi-product
of rape culture.”

Sarah Thomas

Quardeay Julien
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that help her escape poverty.”
Senate Republicans who support

the budget claim it paves the way for
pro-growth tax reform that reduces
taxes for middle-class Americans and
frees up American businesses to
grow and hire.

Many economists are wary of the
Republicans claims, fearful the rev-
enue lost because of the tax cuts
(mostly for the rich) will add to the

national debt, which now exceeds
$20 trillion.

However, Moore says the bill
threatens essential health programs
for the most vulnerable as a means to
satisfy President Donald Trump’s
“wild campaign promises” and re-
flects nothing but contempt for
women who are simply trying to pro-
vide for their families.

“Our shared failure to invest in
these women with robust contribu-

tions to health services, child care,
and vocational training cannot be un-
derstated. Such indifference and neg-
lect while simultaneously burdening
them with soaring taxes demands
nothing less than our collective in-
dignation. If single, working-class
mothers are truly the canaries in the
coal mine when it comes to the well-
being of our country, all of us have
cause for concern.”

Constance Palmer, of Milwau-
kee, has been appointed to a per-
manent position as President and
CEO of Outreach Community
Health Centers, Inc., according
to an announcement made yes-
terday by Board Chairman,
Warner Jackson.

“Under her stewardship over
the last year as Interim CEO,
staff and the leadership team
have made great strides toward

improving Outreach’s perform-
ance and financial position.  

“We are looking to Connie to
build on those productivity lev-
els, bring in new clients and
grow the continuum of services
offered by Outreach”, said Jack-
son in a written statement.

Palmer served most recently as
the Chief Executive Officer for
My Home, Your Home Inc.,
where she worked for 17 years.  

She has also served on the
Board of Directors for the
African American Alliance for
Children and Families, the Capi-
tol West Academy and the Wis-
consin Association of Family and
Children Agencies.  

Her leadership skills and civic
commitment led to her receipt of
the Black Excellence Award
from the Milwaukee Times in
2009 and the Black Women’s
Network Award in 2010.  

In 2011, the Greater Milwau-
kee Foundation recognized her

impact, awarding her the Doug
Jansson Emerging Leadership
Award.  

Visit the Outreach website for
more information at www.ochc-
milw.org.

About Outreach 
Community Health Centers
Outreach Community Health

Centers, formerly known as
Healthcare for the Homeless,
began in 1980 as a local coordi-
nation effort to help homeless
people in Milwaukee County ac-
cess healthcare.  

Over the next 30+ years, the
organization transformed itself
into one that delivers high-qual-
ity, affordable health care, outpa-
tient behavioral health treatment,
housing, street outreach, special-
ized case management and/or
benefits assistance through a
Federally-Qualified Health Cen-
ter located at 210 West Capitol
Drive in Milwaukee.

attending this incredible event.
Dr. Annette Stokes, CCMS presi-

dent, spoke about the importance of
being “the wind beneath their
wings.” This was in reference to the
current doctors acting as motivation
to those working to become doctors. 

She says she’s honored because
she can remember when she was a
little girl, looking up to doctors,
knowing that was what she wanted to
grow up and be. Dr. Stokes strongly
believes we need more people to
bridge the gap between minority
health care disparities.

Senator Lena Taylor was a special
guest, showing much appreciation to
doctors like Dr. Roland Pattillo and
many others who have faithfully
committed themselves to our com-
munity, in the medical field.

The Cream City Medical Society
90th Anniversary and Scholarship
Gala made history, right here in
Milwaukee. The overall experience
was beyond amazing and I can hon-
estly say I felt honored to be there
to see it.  I personally encourage our
city to begin to open your eyes and

(continued from front page)

Cream
City
Gala

Constance Palmer Named New
CEO of Outreach Community
Health Centers, Inc.

Constance Palmer

Moore says GOP budget bill neglects
single, working-class mothers
(continued from front page)

Ald. Johnson
praises bi-
partisan early 
childhood 
education bill
up in poverty. Investing upfront in
early childhood education helps em-
power our youth and better prepares
them for a bright future.”

Johnson said stronger, better-edu-
cated youth build stronger communi-
ties. “Building strong communities
starts with early childhood education
and offering better access to educa-
tional opportunities. “

(continued from front page)

Youth Council 
recommends allocating
$99,845 for city youth
programming

The members of the City of Mil-
waukee Youth Council made alloca-
tion recommendations at their
meeting on Wednesday, October 25
after hearing from agencies that ap-
plied for Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funding to be
used for programs and projects ben-
efiting city youths.

The allocation recommendations
were forwarded to the Common
Council’s Community and Economic
Development Committee, and deci-
sions were made after hearing 10
agencies’ proposals. 

The Youth Council had a total of
$99,845 in CDBG reprogramming
funds available for allocation, and the
allocation recommendations are as
follows:

· Neu Life Community Develop-
ment – Requesting $20,000 for
ARTREACH – an interactive cre-
ative arts program to instill a sense of
awareness about human/sex traffick-
ing in our community’s youth and to
empower them to become peer
spokespersons.

· United Community Center –
Requesting $15,000 for Youth Volun-
teer Corps (YVC) – activities that in-
clude youth employment, career
preparation, character development,
and civic engagement and team work
activities.

· WestCare Wisconsin, Inc. – Re-
questing $20,000 for Live Li Hood –
a year round initiative with activities
including membership in the Youth
Action Council (YAC), community
outreach, job readiness, college
readiness, reckless driving education
and crime prevention training.

· Wisconsin Community Serv-
ices, Inc. – Requesting $29,845 for a
year round At-Risk Youth Driver’s
License Recovery initiative. Services
include case management and civil
court legal representation for youth
who are experiencing active suspen-
sion and/or revocations to obtain or
against a current Wisconsin Driver’s
License.

· Social Development Commis-
sion – Requesting $15,000 for a six-
month program addressing mental
health and ATODA in middle and
high schools through monthly work-
shops. Partnerships with Hopkins
Lloyd and North Division High
School.

The Community and Economic
Development Committee is expected

(continued on page 7)
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St. Mark AME to hold annual
Fall Bazaar November 4

St. Mark AME Church will hold its annual Fall Bazaar Saturday, November 4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
at the church, located at 1616 W. Atkinson Ave. The event is sponsored by the Geraldine Bradford
Women's Missionary Society.

Church members and community vendors will be on hand selling their homemade wares. There
will also be a thrift store, and a quilting display and more.

It will feature a book signing of "Pillars of Strength, Our Ancestors' Stories" by Hazel Moore.
There will also be information for those interested in doing genealogy research. Attendees will
also be able to partake in the food, from Bar-B-Que to homemade bakery.

A portion of the fair's proceeds will be used to support local, national and international mission
projects.

For additional information, please call 562-8030.
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Calvary Baptist to hold Men’s Day Gospel
Musical and Sunday Men’s Day service

Calvary Baptist Church will hold its fifth annual Men’s Day Gospel Musical at the
church Friday, Nov. 10, starting at 7p.m. The gospel musical is part of Calvary’s
Men’s Day weekend programing. The theme for this year’s Men’s Day weekend is,
“Men of Faith Choosing to be Formed in Christ Living, Giving, Serving.”

The musical will feature men’s gospel choirs from St. Matthew CME Church, Mt.
Carmel Missionary Baptist Church, Philadelphia Baptist Church, and Calvary.

On Sunday, Nov. 12, Calvary will holds its Men’s Day services, starting at 9:30
a.m. The guest speaker for the day will be Rev. Edmund Davis, pastor of Milwau-
kee’s Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church.

Calvary is located at 2959 N. Teutonia Ave. Rev. Dr. John R. Walton, Jr. is the sen-
ior pastor.

LUTHERAN AND
CATHOLIC BISHOPS
UNITE FOR HISTORIC
SERVICE 
COMMEMORATING
REFORMATION

On October 31, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) bishops of Wisconsin joined with the
Roman Catholic bishops of Wisconsin at a service com-
memorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
The joint service was one of reconciliation and witness,
focusing on 50 years of sustained and fruitful Lutheran-
Catholic dialogue. 

Participants in the service will include: Archbishop
Jerome Listecki of Milwaukee, Bishop Robert Morlino
of Madison, Bishop David Ricken of Green Bay, Bishop
William Callahan of La Crosse, Auxiliary Bishop Jeffrey
Haines of Milwaukee, Auxiliary Bishop James Schuer-
man of Milwaukee, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus Richard
Sklba, and the Very Reverend James Tobloski, represent-
ing Bishop James Powers of Superior,along with ELCA
leaders Bishop Paul D. Erickson of the Greater Milwau-
kee Synod, Bishop Mary Stumme Froiland of South Cen-
tral Synod of Wisconsin, Bishop Jim Arends of the La
Crosse Area Synod, Bishop Rick Hoyme of the North-
west Synod of Wisconsin, and Bishop Gerald Mansholt

of East Central Synod of Wisconsin.
The common prayer was held one year from the day

on which Pope Francis, Lutheran World Federation
(LWF) President Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan, and LWF
General Secretary Rev. Dr. Martin Junge presided at a
similar service in Lund, Sweden. 

As with that service, Wisconsin’s Lutheran and
Catholic leaders signed a statement that acknowledges
past conflicts, as well as shared principles of faith, and
renewed pledges of commitment. 

The statement reads, in part, “We call upon all Lutheran
and Catholic parishes and communities to be bold and
creative, joyful and hopeful in their commitment to con-
tinue the great journey ahead of us. 

Rather than conflicts of the past, God’s gift of unity
among us shall guide cooperation and deepen our soli-
darity. 

By drawing close in faith to Christ, by praying together,
by listening to one another, by living Christ’s love in our
relationships, we, Catholics and Lutherans, open our-
selves to the power of the Triune God. Rooted in Christ
and witnessing to him, we renew our determination to be
faithful heralds of God’s boundless love for all human-
ity.”

The Wisconsin observance was entitled: “From Con-
flict to Communion,” and was held at Ascension Lutheran
Church, 1236 S. Layton Blvd. 

The evening began with a prelude provided by Catholic
and Lutheran choirs, followed by a prayer service  The
service focused on three worldwide themes: thanksgiv-
ing, repentance, and common commitment.

Prostate Health
Educational
Symposium Set
for  Nov. 11at
Pilgrim Rest
Baptist 
Meeting highlights Prostate
Cancer risk, treatment op-
tions, Support Strategies
for Black Men
PLUS MILWAUKEE
BUCKS TICKETS

A Prostate Health Education
Symposium is scheduled for Pil-
grim Rest Missionary Baptist
Church, Milwaukee, on Saturday,
November 11, at 8am. and ending
at 1pm.  The church is located at
3456 N. 38th Street, Milwaukee,
WI 53216. 

The event is a partnership with
the Prostate Health Education Net-
work, Inc. (PHEN), a national pa-
tient education and advocacy
organization based in Boston, MA.

The Pilgrim Rest symposium is
the eighteenth of a series of 21
PHEN prostate health symposia
taking place in Boston, Nashville,
Miami, Oakland and other cities. 

This is PHEN’s 5th Annual Sym-

posia series. All symposia are
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUB-
LIC. Additionally, the first 100 men
to register AND attend the sympo-
sium will receive complimentary
tickets to a Milwaukee Bucks bas-
ketball game.

The symposiums are an integral
aspect of PHEN’s educational mis-
sion – the non-profit organization
dedicated to providing prostate
cancer education and support and
to African American men.  

It was founded in 2003 by
Thomas A. Farrington, a Massa-
chusetts business and community
leader who is now a 17-year
prostate cancer survivor, and serves
as PHEN’s president.  

“There is currently a prostate
cancer crisis in Black America,”
said Farrington. “Black men have a
130 percent higher death rate than
white men from this disease, mak-
ing it the largest racial disparity for
any type of major cancer among
men or women.”

“This is a special opportunity for
Pilgrim Rest Baptist,” said Rev.
Martin Childs, Jr., pastor.  “It is
critical for our congregation to be
involved in raising awareness
within our church and the greater
Milwaukee community about
prostate cancer, and show the con-
nection between faith and healing
when it comes to a prostate cancer
diagnosis.

“Thank heaven for enlightened
church partners like Pilgrim Rest

Missionary Baptist Church who are
willing to step up and help us edu-
cate men and their families about
their prostate cancer risk, treatment
and support strategies, so they can
lead long and healthy lives,” Far-
rington added.                    

According to the US Department
of Health and Human Services,
prostate cancer is the second lead-
ing cause of death in African Amer-
ican men, behind lung cancer. 

When compared to all causes of
death, prostate cancer is the fourth
leading cause of death among
African men over age 45.  

About one in five African Amer-
ican men will be diagnosed with
prostate cancer during his lifetime,
with the highest prostate cancer in-
cidence and mortality rates in the

United States.           
The symposium will focus on

specific prostate health topics in-
cluding: screening and early detec-
tion, treatment options, diet and
nutrition, managing treatment side
effects, advance prostate cancer,
and the importance of faith when
facing cancer.  The program is
structured for healthy men, those at
high risk for prostate cancer, sur-
vivors, caregivers, and family
members.  The FREE public event
includes free PSA testing AND free
breakfast for all attendees.                                                

Those who plan to attend are en-
couraged to pre-register at:

http://prostatehealthed.org/symp/
NOTE: You must be registered

and attend to be eligible to receive
the Milwaukee Bucks tickets!Prayer Service

for DREAMers,
November 3

Community members of all faiths within the Archdio-
cese of Milwaukee are invited to come together for a
Prayer Service at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist,
812 N. Jackson St., on Friday, Nov. 3, as part of the
“Praying with DREAMers Week.” In addition, testi-
monies from DREAMers enrolled at Cardinal Stritch

University will also be included. The event will start at
12:15, and end at 12:45 p.m.         

President Donald Trump has rescinded the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, and
Congress has less than six months to pass legislation to
protect 800,000 immigrant youth from deportation. 

The United States Conference of Bishops strongly
urged Congress to act and immediately resume work to-
ward a legislative solution. We pledge our support to
work on finding an expeditious means of protection for
DACA youth.

“As people of faith, we say to DACA youth – regard-
less of your immigration status, you are children of God
and welcome in the Catholic Church. The Catholic
Church supports you and will advocate for you,” accord-
ing to a statement by the Conference of Bishops.
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Remember when…
In 1965, Antoine 
“Fats” Domino played 
Milwaukee and 
made my day
“What ‘ya gonna do when the well runs dry? You gonna’run away and
hide, for you pretty baby, I’ll even die…” “I’m Walkin’,” Fats Domino, Im-
perial Records (1957)
By Richard G. Carter

When the legendary Antoine “Fats” Domino passed away at
89 on Oct. 25, it was another sad day for devotees of original
Black rhythm and blues in America and around the world. He
was a one-of-a-kind great and the latest in a long list.

Over the years, many fine Black performers who pioneered this distinctly
American musical genre in the 1940s-50s have died. Almost all were house-
hold names to us.

But for me, Fats was extra special, and his passing is beyond sad. Here’s
why.

In 1965, as a very young reporter with the Milwaukee Sentinel, I inter-
viewed Domino -- one of my all- time faves -- after his sold-out concert in
the Eagles Club at N. 24th St. and W. Wisconsin Ave. But I could not know
what would transpire 40 years later.

In September 2005 -- in the
wake of devastation by Hurricane
Katrina -- it appeared we had lost
the renowned New Orleans native
and resident. A vocal giant from
the days of yore, the rotund
Domino also was a boss stride pi-
anist with a bluesy, boogie-woogie
style, unique singing accent and
effervescent personality that en-
deared him to millions.

Indeed, once Domino burst onto
the Black music scene in the early
‘50s with the likes of “The Fat
Man” -- which gave him his nick-
name -- “Goin’ Home,” “Every
Night About This Time” and “Be
My Guest,” he became synony-
mous with original Black R&B. In

1986, he was among the first class of inductees into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame.

But for several days in 2005, Fats’ friends and fans feared the worst. At 77,
he had chosen to remain home with his family due to the ill health of his wife,
Rosemary. As Katrina made landfall, his house in heavily flooded Lower 9th
Ward, went under. On Sept. 1, his agent said he had not heard from Fats since
before the monster storm appeared.

Happily, CNN later reported that he had been rescued by a Coast Guard
helicopter. Fats’ daughter -- gospel singer Karen Domino White -- identified
him from a photo shown on TV. The great one and his family were taken to
a shelter in Baton Rouge and stayed with JaMarcus Russell, quarterback of

(continued on page 7)

Fats Domino

Examining (again!) America’s “fighting word!”
Are you familiar with the phase “nigger

rigged?”
Do you think a Black person should be

able to sue his employer if a White super-
visor uses that epithet?

Well, the Third Court of Appeals does.
As you ponder that scenario, consider this one: An Arizona court recently

ruled a person can be charged with a “criminal” offense for uttering a “fight-
ing word,” specifically words like “bitch,” “fag” and “nigger” (whether used
as an adjective, verb or noun).

Don’t believe me? Ask the white guy in Idaho who was charged with a hate
crime for calling a Black man a “nigger” during a heated argument over the
Black guy’s fight with his wife, who happened to be white.

(A brother with a White wife in Idaho? I guess we are living in a post-racial
society!)

The White man was playing the hero, and in the heat of the confrontation,
uttered the racist epithet.

The White guy was charged with felony malicious harassment and disturb-
ing the peace for his role.

That’s not so farfetched if you think about it. I recall a local Black police
officer who challenged in court the suspension of his son who punched out a
White high school “colleague” who called him a nigger.

The judge ultimately determined that the Black kid was justified because
nigger was a “fighting word,” and a right cross is equal to imprisonment and
a bag of chips.

Now imagine if a Black person was the perpetrator in any of the previously

mentioned cases.
Your Black supervisor questions if you “nigger rigged” repairs.
You involve yourself in an argument between a brother and his “white”

wife, and in the heat of battle call the husband a nigger.
Should you be charged with a crime that could net you five years in prison?
Comedy Central’s canceled “Nightly Show” Black host Larry Wilmore re-

ferred to President Barack Obama as “my nigger,” at the end of his monologue
during a White House Correspondents’ Dinner several years ago to which the
president nods appreciatively.

Would you have responded that way?
Many of you would. But for me…. “Hell to the naw, naw, naw.”
I would have taken the Black comedian aside and explained the negative

implications of his statement, however good willed.
Actually, I would have cried out immediately, “I am not now, nor will I

ever be anybody’s nigga.”
But then again I consider myself to be a proud African American, the

brother and cousin of kings and queens, the descendent of the inventors of
math, science, astrology and medicine.

I know myself to be God’s favorite, and as a Christian, I would never com-
mit an act of blasphemy by calling the Christ, Jesus (aka Emmanuel or
Yeshua) a “nigger.”

Naw, my position is well known. I don’t use the term, don’t appreciate it,
and question the rationale of Black folks who use a term that is far more of-
fensive than the Confederate flag, conjuring up images of slavery, bigotry
and genocide. It is a vile and offensive word, and those Black folks who use
it unknowingly denigrate themselves and fuel White Supremacy.

And only because I am told to love the sinner while denouncing the sin,
am I able to smile while bombarded with the term used by brothers and sisters.
Everyday. Everywhere. In every venue, including churches, schools and the
halls of justice (also known as the halls of “JUST US”).

Actually, I thought for a while a few years ago about joining activist Brandi
Johnson’s example and suing every Black person who ever referred to me as
a “nigger.”

Yeah, you read that right. Black people suing Black people, some of whom
feel they have redefined the word, taken the sting out of the racist WASP (pun
intended) version and put make-up and a weave on the epithet and declare it
to be Miss Black America.

Well, that myopic plan didn’t work, as illuminated by a court decision that
sustained Johnson’s contention that the word is offensive, no matter what its
source.

Johnson, if you haven’t heard, is the 38-year-old sister from New York who
sued her Black boss, Rob Carmona, for calling her a nigger (maybe he meant
nigga) while the two were employed at a highly respected employment
agency that has ironically received national attention for its innovative pro-
grams to empower people of color with less than sterling backgrounds.

A New York jury awarded Johnson over $300,000, obviously believing her
claim that she found the word to be mean spirited, offensive, and yes, racist,
despite coming from a “brother.”

During his testimony, Carmona said he told the women that they were act-
ing “nigger like,” an apparent reference to their being loud and otherwise un-
professional in the work environment.

SIGNIFYIN’SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Halloween is a
day I once enjoyed
as a child. I liked
being able to walk
through the night,
dressed up as any-
thing. 

Wearing the costume that my mom
had for me to wear was so cool. As I
grew older, I encountered some peo-
ple who would be out only to enjoy
the night and there were others who
were out just to snatch bags. There
were positives and negatives to Hal-
loween. 

It was also important for us to be
careful then, just as it is today, to
make sure no one poisoned or put
razor blades in the candy.

For me, Trick or Treat was a time
that was designed to challenge the
imagination. As I drove downtown
and to other areas around Milwau-
kee, I saw some costumes that wear
more skimpy than scary looking.
They were more revealing. It was
something you would wear to fantasy
parties. 

This weekend, what amazed me
the most was how there were a few,
not many, community events that
were set aside for the safe delivery of
candy to our children. 

As I drove through some of our
most populated communities, I wit-
nessed children either walking

passed empty homes or homes that
were simply not participating in the
day’s events. They were disap-
pointed. 

I myself, did not pass out candy at
my house. I did, however, play candy
cop, by letting children know where
the homes were that had full candy
action. I even had people calling, let-
ting me know they were stocked. 

What truly got my attention was
getting a call from the mother of my
grandchildren and their aunt. They
called to inform me about bringing
bags to the area where they were lo-
cated. 

First, I went to Wal-Mart and the
area set up for Halloween was de-
stroyed. There were things every-
where. So, I went to Dollar Tree and
again that store looked as if a natural
disaster had hit it. 

I then began to wonder if the stores
were out of everything, because my
daughter in law had gone to family
dollar earlier and everything was
gone from there as well. 

Where were all of the people and
supplies? I got the bags and asked the
mother of my grandchildren and aunt
where I should come. She told me to

come to White Fish Bay. 
When I got down there, I could

only shake my head. The neighbor-
hoods were a sea of costumed black
children and their chaperones and the
people living there, mostly white,
were dressed up in their homes. 

They were outside welcoming our
children with candy and love, some-
thing that was missing within their
own homes and neighborhood. 

At this multitude, I allowed my
grandchild to go with her cousins,
because it was about them and not
me. I thank them for allowing me to
witness reality.

If others can stop and make our
children comfortable, why can't we?

Every time we say we are doing
something for our children, we are
really doing something with some-
one else’s money, money that comes
from the same people we call
“enemy.” Why can't we be first to
support our existence?

It wasn’t long before I began think-
ing about Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. I will say that I have to give a
shout out to Whitefish Bay and all
those that participated for the mo-

America is now in
a place where, not
money, but hate,
has become the root
of all evil. 

Now that Halloween has come and
gone, it is safe to say that there was
no better way than to exhibit such ha-
tred or mockery, even innocence,
other than this past weekend’s festiv-
ities. 

Did your Halloween costume ap-
propriate another’s culture or was
there a sense of appreciation? In
cases like these, the concept of intent
has to be considered. 

Complex issues of race and privi-
lege are being discussed, now more,
than ever. 

From blatant bigotry of “black-
face” costumes to even more, “in
your face” kind of hatred of mocking
another’s tribal belonging, it has be-
come so easy to offend. 

Millennials, along with colleges
and other political and social organi-
zations are on a mission to place,
somewhat of a boundary line, on
what’s appropriate and what’s not.
Some may call it “oversensitive,” or
may say that people who get of-
fended are “doing too much.” 

In certain economic communities,
individuals feel as if  Halloween gear

can be taken off, but the lives that
have been lived, within the commu-
nity and the struggles that take place
cannot just “be taken off.” There are
certain things that a variety of cul-
tures take very seriously and one of
them is mockery. 

Now, I’m not saying that every
costume is mockery but then again,
as a community, as a people, the def-
inition of mockery has to be defined
and commonly agreed upon. What
mockery means to me, may not mean
the same thing to you. 

For example, I read a post from
CNN saying that Walmart recently
removed a costume from their online
website because some saw the cos-
tume as “transphobic.” 

The costume was an “Adult
Granny Costume.” The costume was
for men, but once again, we are now
in a place where anything can offend
anyone. 

It wasn’t long before the full cos-
tume was removed, because of the

effect the costume had on the
LGBTQ community. 

When it comes to cultural appro-
priation vs appreciation, it is impera-
tive that the question of intent is
considered. Yes, there are people in
the world who really hate members
of other races for no reason, but
every single act, word or scenario,
does not necessarily mean that some-
one is out to get the next person.
Being faced with a more complex
system of criteria for social accept-
ance, has compelled many to ponder
and debate about what is good nature
and bad intent. 

The line for freedom and speech
and nonchalant expressing, is very
thin. What might be harmless to
some, may be extremely offensive to
others. So, when looking back on this
year’s Halloween celebrations and
festivities, think about what you’re
costume said. Happy Halloween to
all. --Paishance Welch, 

Millennial Magic !

The Great Escape: Halloween
for Youth in Milwaukee

Appreciation vs. 
Appropriation: What did your 
Halloween Costume Say?

MILLENNIALMILLENNIAL
MAGICMAGIC
By Paishance Welch

URBAN My URBAN My 
DIALOGUE...DIALOGUE...
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

(continued on page 7)
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GoFundMe and 
Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund Partner 
To Help HBCU Students
Pay For College

REDWOOD CITY, Calif
/PRNewswire/ -- Today, GoFundMe
announced a partnership with Thur-
good Marshall College Fund
(TMCF), the nation's largest organi-
zation exclusively representing the
Black College Community. 

GoFundMe and TMCF are teaming up to raise money
in support of students at the nation's 47 publicly-sup-
ported Historically Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs).

"No American should be prevented from enrolling in
and graduating from college because of money. Sadly,
that is a reality for many HBCU students," said Johnny
C. Taylor, Jr., TMCF President & CEO.  "This innovative
partnership with GoFundMe makes ordinary people ex-
traordinary philanthropists, through their online giving
platform now used to support deserving HBCU students
pay for their college education."

"We are proud to partner with Thurgood Marshall Col-
lege Fund and help HBCU students pay for college.

Thousands of students have turned to GoFundMe to help
pay for college, and with college tuition on the rise, 

it's more important than ever to help support students
pursuing their higher education," said Rob Solomon, Go-
FundMe CEO. "This new partnership will make it sim-
pler and easier for HBCU students to get the financial
support they need to thrive at college."

Today, GoFundMe released a new TMCF fundraising
hub, which will serve as a resource for students and their
communities. 

We want to make it as easy as possible for GoFundMe
donors to find students attending HBCUs, as well as giv-
ing students and their families the tips and tools they need
for a successful campaign. 

GoFundMe and Thurgood Marshall College Fund
launched six GoFundMe campaigns for students attend-
ing college at Howard University, Fayetteville State, Nor-
folk State, and South Carolina State. To make a
contribution or to start a GoFundMe, please visit the
TMCF fundraising hub here: www.gofundme.com/tmcf.

Charitable giving isn't a new phenomenon. For 30
years, TMCF has been raising money to support HBCUs
and students across the country. What's different today is
the ability to help just about anyone in the world in just a
few clicks—and GoFundMe's social fundraising platform
does just that. For the first time, TMCF is making it pos-
sible for anyone to quickly raise funds to pay for college
online. In minutes, you can donate to or create a Go-
FundMe campaign, share it on social media, and encour-
age your online networks to do the same.

Over the past several years, students, teachers, and par-
ents are increasingly turning to GoFundMe to raise
money for education expenses, including college tuition.
In fact, in the last two years, over $100 million has been
raised on GoFundMe for education-related campaigns,
making it the fastest-growing category on the platform.

Jacob
Latimore
comes 
home to 
perform at
VOFC 
sponsored
hair show

Monte R. Mabra Of
Voice of the Fatherless
Child does it again with
one of the most success-
ful Hair Shows to hit Mil-
waukee. Voice of the
Fatherless Child (VOFC),
joined forces with power
house Car Toys and
Sexy Hair to bring Mil-
waukee’s Own Jacob La-
timore (pictured at left).
As always Jacob Lati-
more gave a star per-
formance at the Mask
On/Mask Off Hair and
fashion show. The first
Place Winners, Siddity
Styles, took home a
$1500 cash Prize. Gee,
of Gee’s Barbershop, sit
on the panel of Judges
and was awarded the
Mask On/Mask off First
Place barber award.
Photo by Yvonne Kemp 
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The Apple HBCU Scholars program is just one element of the $40 million partnership between TMCF
and Apple announced earlier this year. (Photo Courtesy the Thurgood Marshall Fund)
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ment. 
The smiles on our young people’s

face and the designer outfits, surely
took their minds off of coming back
home to some areas that are haunted
all year around. 

These are places where their sib-
lings and parents are haunted. I then
thought that some of the candy may
have even been supper for many of
the kids. One man put macaroni in
the children’s bags after running out
of candy and no, the kids did not get
mad. Halloween, this year, seemed as
if it were an escape for our youth. 

Torre M Johnson/ XMENU-
ITED 

Halloween
for our
Youth in 
Milwaukee
(continued from page 5)

Louisiana State University’s football team.
Fats returned to his waterlogged home on Oct. 15 to sadly discover that it

had been looted. Among missing items were 18 of his 21 Gold Records --
each signifying a million sales from his salad days as the best-selling Black
singer of the ‘50s and ‘60s. And, in the memorable words of one of his biggest
hits “Ain’t that a shame…”

When Fats and I talked 40 years earlier -- seated side-by-side at the Eagles
Club bar -- he sported his signature, flat-top, tight wavy hair style and a ring
on every finger. He never stopped smiling and talking and I never stopped
listening.

Fats revealed that at the start of his long, colorful career, he occasionally
sang background for Big Joe Turner and Lloyd Price. When I named several
of his records I really liked, Fats broke into song. He’d belt out each tune --
making sure it sounded just like the record -- to the delight and amusement
of a host of mostly White onlookers.

Indeed, I was mesmerized listening to his spur-of-the moment, a cappella
excerpts from “Blueberry Hill;” “Blue Monday;” “I’m Walkin’;” “Whole
Lotta Lovin;” “Yes It’s Me and I’m in Love Again;” “Walkin’ to New Or-
leans,” and “Ain’t That a Shame.”

But as a rhythm and blues purist, I had to pose a pivotal question to Fats.
It’s one I put to the two-dozen or so doo-wop and original Black R&B legends
I’ve interviewed.

“How do your feel when White singers such as Pat Boone (‘Ain’t That A
Shame’) and Ricky Nelson (‘I’m Walkin’) make lame covers of your songs?
Does it bother you that White-bread rip-offs get more radio play than your
down-home originals?”

To my surprise, Fats said he loved it. Why? Simply because more people
would hear the songs -- many of which he wrote -- which meant sharing the
royalties. To Fats, these things were far more important than the lack of real
R&B artistry in the cover versions.

In the scheme of things, I guess Fats was correct. The name of the game
for Black and White music makers always has been the long green that puts
food in the mouth and pays the bills. Especially when you realize that while
some original Black R&B greats made big bucks before passing on, many
did not. 

A partial roll call of both: Johnny Ace, Faye Adams, LaVern Baker, Buddy
Bailey, J.R. Bailey, Florence Ballard, Hank Ballard, Dean Barlow, Chester
Brown, Ruth Brown, Ray Charles, Raoul Cita, Sam Cooke, Opal “Shag”
Courtney Jr., Bo Diddley, Harvey Fuqua, Sherman Garnes, Marvin Gaye,
Shirley Goodman, Gerald (Bounce) Gregory, Roy Hamilton, Donnie Hath-
away, James “Pookie” Hudson, Ivory Joe Hunter, Willie C. (Play it Cool)
Jackson, Etta James, Leonard Lee, Bobby Lester, Frankie Lymon, Clyde
McPhatter, Harold Melvin, Pirkle Lee Moses Jr., Wilson Pickett, Jimmy
Ricks, Nolan Strong, Dallas Taylor, Tammi Terrell, Sony Til, Big Joe Turner,
Billy Ward, Ernest Warren, Mary Wells, Rudy West, Tony Williams, Chuck
Willis, Little Walter, Little Willie John, Muddy Waters, Jackie Wilson, and
Howlin’ Wolf, to name just a few.

And now, one of the best, Antoine “Fats” Domino -- the nonpareil “Fat
Man” -- also is gone. But his music, and my personal memories of him, will
live on. RIP, Fats.--Milwaukee native Richard G. Carter is a freelance
columnist

(continued from page 5)

Remembering
Fats Domino

The Johnson/Carmona case is but one tentacle on a
large octopus that has been swimming through the courts
lately.

In another case worthy of cyber space chatter, a White
supervisor at a national retailer called American Apparel
was sued by a brother for using the word repeatedly when
in the company of employees.

What made that case particularly news worthy was the
excuse the White supervisor laid out before the jury: he
was merely echoing the words of a rap song!

The brother, who walked away with a $35,000 settle-
ment, didn’t buy into that outwardly plausible excuse, nor
did the jury. (Actually, the total award to the brother was
$335,000, but all but $35,000 went to his attorney. Talk
about injustice!).

If nothing else, these two contrasting examples of legal
precedents about use of the adjective/noun nigger provide
a landscape for the complexity of how our society deals
with various opinions about the word.

Of course, I’ve always been totally opposed to its use.
That doesn’t excuse, nor condone the use of the word by
anyone (the exception being to raise issues or cite exam-
ples). From that perspective, I don’t have a problem with
Carmona being sued for being a fool, or for American
Apparel forking over $300,000.

As everyone who knows me will tell you, I only use
the racist epithet to make a point, and continue to question
the rationale of those who are cognizant of the origins of
the word but believe they can change its meaning and im-
pact by giving it a vasectomy.

But that sperm continues to impregnate America.
And if you don’t believe me, tell me you would smile

in the face of a racist who called you a nigger. Would it
hurt, anger or infuriate you?

Also, as far as I’m concerned, the PC substitute—the
“N-word”—is just as insulting. It ranks right up there
with the asinine suggestion that changing the last two or
three letters of the word to “gra” (nigra) somehow creates
a different word and meaning.

That’s why I decided to use the actual word in this col-
umn instead of the PC version. Nobody calls another per-
son a “N-word.” It doesn’t even make sense if you think
about it.

As columnist Adam Serwer said in a recent commen-
tary about the use of the PC version of the word, “The
‘N’-word is just like putting lip stick on a pig. At the end
of the day, it’s still a ‘pig’.” So, no matter how “nigger”
is used, it’s demeaning/despicable/destroying/destruc-
tive/defecating/degrading/defiling/demoting/denigrating.
What’s so hip/cute about this word now?

Go back to the previous sentence. Serwer linked “nig-
ger” to the word “denigrating,” which contains the foun-
dation of the word. Look it up, you might be surprised at
what you find.

While you’re at it, open a history book, or better yet, a
Black History book. Learn something more important
than gangsta rap lyrics. Discover the truth, including the
meaning of the word, how it was used, and why a century
and a half after the 13th amendment White Supremists
smile every time they hear you calling another brother,
sister, or child a nigger.

And then take a look in the mirror. Do you really see a
“nigger” staring back at you? If you do it explains, in part,
why we’re at the bottom of the political, cultural and eco-
nomic totem pole.

I know a lot of people are tired of me going through
this rant every year for the past four decades. It’s one of
the few campaigns that remain dear to my heart even if I
haven’t been successful in convincing the majority to stop
smacking on Eden’s poisoned apple (it was actually a fig,
but that’s another story).

But I refuse to give up hope, which means I’ll continue
trying to convince ‘Hue-mans’ that Yah didn’t make nig-
gers, bigots did.

And I may be wrong, but I don’t think Jesus  had to
nigger rig the Pearly Gates to keep them erect, and He
won’t greet me by declaring that ‘I’m His nigger.’ 

Shem Hotep.

Signifyin’ again
about that 
“fighting word!”
(continued from page 5)

to take up the allocation recommen-
dations at its Tuesday, November 14
meeting at 1:30 p.m. in room 301-B
at City Hall, 200 E. Wells St.

Please follow the Youth Council
on Twitter @mkeyouthcouncil or via
the MYC Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/mkeyouthcoun-
cil/.

(continued from page 3)

Youth
Council 
recommends
funds for 
city youth
programming

the past doesn’t give that person per-
mission to have sex with you again
in the future.”

2. Sexual Education that in-
cludes understanding one’s sexual
development.

A 2015 report said that Milwau-
kee’s teen birth rate was at an historic
low. Educational resources such as
Babycanwait.com include education
on consent and where to obtain con-
traception. 

In addition, doing away with a re-
liance on abstinence only education
that according to a 2009 article in the
Washington Journal review, “Absti-
nence education has proven not only
ineffective but also medically inac-
curate.” 

The inaccuracies revolve around
the effectiveness of birth control
among others.

3. Taking an active stance
against rape culture.

Rape culture takes on many forms.
By definition, rape culture is the nor-
malization of rape due to society's at-
titudes about sexuality.

Catcalling, leaning as far as possi-
ble outside of a car window to catch
glance at a woman, can be a part of
rape culture. 

Rape culture is assuming someone
is “asking for it” by the way that they
dress or carry themselves. Pathfind-
ers, a local organization in Milwau-
kee that deals with sexual assault
education and other services, is one
resource for educating one’s self on
rape culture.

Although we can take step as a
community to fight against sexual as-
sault, the real work begins at home
and with challenging your current
way of thinking. 

For example, a woman’s value
should not depend on whom she be-
longs too. 

The question, “Would you want
someone treating your daughter like
that?” can be seen as irrelevant when
we consider if we would want any-
one to be treated poorly, regardless of
their relationship to us. 

Challenge the notion that a way
that someone dresses or carries them-
selves, regardless of religious beliefs,
doesn’t determine if one should re-
spect them or not. --Sarah Thomas

One ‘NO!’
Should 
Always Be
Enough
(continued from page 2)

               
           

Bucks lose to Oklahoma
City Thunder

The top photo of Milwaukee Bucks player Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo getting fouled while going to the basket Tuesday
night at the BMO Harris Bradley Center pretty much sums up
the night for the home team as they lost to the Oklahoma City
Thunder. The Thunder’s Russell Westbrook (above) maneu-
vers around two Bucks players as he lead his team to victory
with an able assist from Carmelo Anthony.

--Photos by Bill Tennessen

MCJ 110117 Pages_Layout 1  11/1/17  10:20 PM  Page 7



The Milwaukee Community Journal November 1, 2017 Page 8    
MCJ 110117 Pages_Layout 1  11/1/17  7:13 PM  Page 8



The Milwaukee Community Journal November 1, 2017 Page 9Same place, new address:milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
MCJ 110117 Pages_Layout 1  11/1/17  7:13 PM  Page 9



The Milwaukee Community Journal November 1, 2017 Page 10

MCJ 110117 Pages_Layout 1  11/1/17  7:13 PM  Page 10


