
VOL. XLI Number 32 Feb. 28, 2018 www.milwaukeecommunityjournal.com  25 Cents BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
PERMIT NO. 4668

W I S C O N S I N ’ S  L A R G E S T  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  N E W S P A P E R

INSIDE: Our 2018: Year of the Child page! • SIGNIFYIN’

NAACP Milwaukee Branch Pres-
ident Fred Royal blasted a southside
alderman’s proposal to distribute
50,000 lead-removing filtration de-
vices to homes, adding the city needs
a comprehensive strategy to remove
lead-lined water laterals, one of the
greatest potential sources for ingest-
ing poisonous lead.

Royal was commenting on a re-
cently released white paper by Ald.
Jim Bohl suggesting the city should
look for a more cost-effective strat-
egy for reducing lead in tap water
and in the home.

“Quite frankly, I see the plan to re-
place lead water lines across the en-
tire city as incredibly daunting,
expensive, and not solving the prob-
lem,” Alderman Bohl said in a state-
ment outlining his strategy.

“We are talking about an endeavor
that DPW now estimates will likely
cost more than a billion dollars and
based upon current spending rates
would take 75 to 100 years to com-
plete.”

Noting there was a significant risk
of lead in internal plumbing and
other home fixtures—even in some
newer homes—Bohl said the city
should consider an intensive, city-
wide effort to deliver 50,000 lead-re-
moving filtration devices to homes
without charge.

This would be followed by a multi-
year effort to both provide the re-
placement filters needed by these
devices and an education campaign
the alderman compared to local, state
and federal campaigns to persuade
people about the importance of seat-
belts.

“Lead water filters offer the most
effective way to keep the lead out of
a homeowner’s water used for drink-
ing and preparing meals,” said Bohls.

Stressing that lead service lines
would be replaced for day cares,
Bohl said the city’s limited resources
prevents it from enacting “partial so-
lutions,” especially when they are
comparatively far more expensive.

The alderman pointed to one emer-
gency service line replacement in the
city last year where the $28,000 cost
could have provided 250 households
with year-round lead removing water
filtration.  

“The issue is that $28,000 doesn’t

“Hey, what
about us?”
Collaborative inspired by DOJ report
to improve police/community relations
not mentioned in mayor’s state of the
city address

A collaborative tasked to gather community feed back on a U.S. Justice
Department draft report on the practices of  Milwaukee police, and improving
its relationship with the community, have a bone to pick with Mayor Tom
Barrett.

Barrett neglected to mention the Milwaukee Collaborative Community
Committee in his state of the city address Monday at the new Northwestern
Insurance building. 

The collaborative has been charged with convening and hosting community
hubs to facilitate discussions and gather feed-back in response to the DOJ’s
55 findings and 110 recommendations regarding the MPD and the Fire and
Police Commission.

During his state of the city address, Barrett mentioned an affordable hous-
ing initiative, a new southside library, the downtown streetcar, and a drinking
water partnership with Waukesha (as well as a plan to replace some 200 lead-
lined water laterals in city neighborhoods). 

The mayor also noted a new home renovation project in the Sherman Park
neighborhood, the work being done in the health department by new interim
Health Commissioner Dr. Patricia McManus, and the Fire and Police Com-
mission’s appointment process to  select a new interim police chief,   Alfonso
Morales. 

However, the mayor forgot about one initiative crucial to making Morales’
and his department’s job easier: The collaborative and its community hear-
ings.

“At a time when the community’s voice is so critical to the work that must
be done in our city—particularly around police reform—it was quite disap-
pointing that the mayor did not uplift the hard work of the Milwaukee Col-
laborative Community Committee,” read the group’s statement about the state
of the city oversight.

The collaborative was officially introduced at a January news conference
hosted by Common Council President Ashanti Hamilton, who said during the
news conference the city is committed to implementing the collaborative’s
recommendations.

In a previous MCJ article, Hamilton said the DOJ report reinforced the ur-

MKE NAACP president
blasts alderman’s plan to 
distribute water filtration
systems to city residents

Author 
DR. GARY FORD
returns to city
for discussion of 
his book on civil
rights legend
CONSTANCE 
BAKER MOTLEY

Dr. Gary Ford, author of a
book on legendary civil
rights attorney and first
Black woman federal court,
Judge Constance Baker
Motley, returned to Milwau-
kee recently for a discussion
of his book, titled “Con-
stance Baker Motley: One
Woman’s Fight for Civil
Rights and Equal Justice
Under the Law.”

Ford spoke at the Martel
C. Scott Campus of IPAMA
(Institute for the Preserva-
tion of African American
Music & Arts).

Motley was a civil rights
attorney who fought for
nearly every important civil
rights case for two decades
before becoming the first
Black woman to serve as a
federal court judge.

Ford also spoke at several
area schools and the Wis-
consin Association of African
American Lawyers at the
Federal Courthouse down-
town.

IPAMA is the educational
and cultural initiative of the
Holy Redeemer Educational
Consortium; envisioned by
Bishop Sedgwick Daniels.
The initiative is designed to
preserve the rich tradition of
African American artistic
contributions in the perform-
ing and visual arts. 

Its goal is to integrate the
arts into academic achieve-
ment and performance utiliz-
ing science, technology,
engineering and mathemat-
ics.

—Photos by Yvonne
Kemp

Dr. Gary Ford talks about his book be-
fore a group during a forum on his
book on civil rights attorney and fed-
eral Judge Constance Baker Motley.

John Daniels, III talks about Ford’s
book before introducing him to the
gathering.

Bishop Sedgwick
Daniels of Holy Re-
demer COGIC, the
founder of IPAMA.

Ford talking
about his
book.

PULSE 
OF THE 
COMMUNITY
Photos and question by

Yvonne Kemp
QUESTION QUESTION 

OF THE WEEK:OF THE WEEK:
“Did the movie “Did the movie 

BLACK PANTHERBLACK PANTHER meetmeet
your expectations.your expectations.
Why or why not?”Why or why not?”

“YES! I think the
Black Panther
was the PERFECT
opportunity for
Black families to
see African pow-
ers displayed! We
are a unique people and very power-
ful. I went to see the movie TWICE! The
3-D and regular versions! LOL!”

KENNETH
BROWN, II

“Black Panther
absolutely met
my expectations
because it dis-
played unity as a
people. It also
showed power, in-
telligence, and
gave cultural
awareness. It was awesome to see a
movie that gave a positive message on
a cultural level. I enjoyed the movie so
much that I went to see it twice! Great
cast, great costumes, great storyline.”

TONI
MOMON

“Yes it did! It cov-
ered some of the
issues of today’s
Black families.
The fight over
power, fortune,
abandonment
and misunderstanding. I love the way
it all came together at the end. Family
Life Matters!”

FELICIA
WILLIAMS

“Yes! Black Pan-
ther most impor-
tantly showcased
Black excellence,
showed the power
of Black love, and
also showed how
your actions now
can come back to affect you in ways
you can’t think of . Black Panther is a
must see and definitely an eye-opener
for all!”

KALAN
HAYWOOD, II

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 7)

Compiled by MCJ Editorial Staff

(continued on page 7)

Teaching 
by example!
Community leader and owner of
Dumas Consulting Specialities Ty-
rone Dumas (far left) was among
31 professionals who participated
in the African American Male and
Female Teach-In at Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. School, 3275 N.
3rd Street. The theme of this
year’s two decades old event was
“The Village Taking a Stand for
Truth and Justice. The teach- in
provides King students an oppor-
tunity to see positive and suc-
cessful role models.—Photo by
Yvonne Kemp
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2018:2018: THE YEAR OF THE CHILDTHE YEAR OF THE CHILD
A GAME CHANGERA GAME CHANGER

The Milwaukee Community Journal’s year-long focus on Children and Education

By Kisha Shanks, Chief Executive 
Officer, Infinite Family Solutions LLC

One of the most important decisions
that you will make in life is deciding to
have children or not. Deciding to bring
children into the world requires a lot of
thought and planning long before the
baby is even conceived.

Family planning is something we rarely discuss in the
African-American community, much less, practice. More
children are born to single parents than there are to mar-
ried couples. Why is this important? It’s important be-
cause it takes a village to raise a child and parenthood
isn’t a journey meant to be taken alone. 

In my line of work, I speak to many women whom,
when asked, indicate that their pregnancies were planned,
but it was something that they were unprepared for. While
parenthood isn’t something that can be planned, it is
something that must be prepared for. Having said that,
let’s discuss the importance of preparation in family plan-
ning.

Planning to get pregnant isn’t just about refraining from
birth control and letting the chips fall where they may. It
takes a lot of thought, dreaming and deliberate action.
What kind of life do you want for yourself and your chil-
dren? That question alone sets a series of other necessary
questions into motion. Today, the single most important
thing to consider when planning a family is, money. 

Because children cost money and life is more difficult
when you don’t have enough to support your family.
Where will you and your children live? This is an impor-
tant factor to consider since housing costs are rising and
the more space you need, the more money you must pay. 

The next thing to consider is child care. Where will
your child be while you are at work or school? Child care
is roughly $250 per week for an infant. Can you afford
to pay that? The next thing is being prepared for baby’s
arrival. While a nursery isn’t necessary, things such as a
baby bed, diapers, car seat, stroller and clothes are. How
prepared are you to provide those things for your child?
Babies go through at least 8 diapers a day, not including
“blowouts.” 

That’s at least 240 diapers per month, which costs any-
where from $40 to $60 depending on the size and brand.
Your monthly expenses have increased $1,143 each
month and no one has eaten yet. These numbers matter
because with the current government, assistance will soon
be a thing of the past…and we’ve just barely scratched
the surface of all that family planning entails.

Aside from finances, what does your support system
look like? As I stated earlier, parenting isn’t something
intended to be done alone, so who do you have in your

corner that has the ability and the desire to help you in
raising your children? 

Who is in your “village?” Having a solid support sys-
tem helps manage the challenges of parenting. “The Vil-
lage” is necessary for your own sanity. Your children are
your imprint on the world and they can only be as well
as you are.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS, CITY OF MILWAUKEE
AND MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
PARTNER TO LAUNCH 
‘MENTOR GREATER MILWAUKEE’
Search underway for Executive Director of the new organization

The Milwaukee Bucks, City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee Public Schools
(MPS) are partnering to spearhead a transformative new organization: MENTOR
Greater Milwaukee (MGM) – the 26th affiliate of MENTOR’s National Mentor-
ing Network. 

MENTOR Greater Milwaukee will advocate for the expansion of quality mentoring in metro Milwaukee and serve
as a resource for mentors and mentoring initiatives with the support of all three partners.

MENTOR Greater Milwaukee will increase existing mentoring programs’ capacity, provide technical assistance
and training, raise awareness for the need of mentors and determine how everyone – individuals, businesses, govern-
ment agencies, schools, faith communities and nonprofits – can work together to help ensure positive outcomes for
Milwaukee’s youth. MENTOR Greater Milwaukee will also coalesce stakeholders to expand engagements and in-
vestors locally.

“In late 2014, the NBA partnered with MENTOR and made a commitment to help recruit 25,000 new mentors
over five years,” said Bucks President Peter Feigin. “Incredibly, the NBA family hit that mark in 18 months and then
doubled their commitment. The Milwaukee Bucks are huge believers in the power of mentoring, because the data
shows that mentoring works. 

We know that the best work is done in partnership, and that is why we are eager to collaborate with the City of
Milwaukee and Milwaukee Public Schools to help launch MGM, which will work to ensure that all youth in Mil-
waukee have access to a quality mentor or mentoring program.”

“The City of Milwaukee is pleased to announce MENTOR Greater Milwaukee, a partnership with the Milwaukee
Bucks and Milwaukee Public Schools, which will work to increase the number of mentors to benefit our young peo-
ple,” said Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett. “Mentorship is an important way to connect our youth with someone who

Your Infant’s Brain at 6 months
At this stage in your baby’s life, your child is experiencing so many things all at once. Your child’s brain is devel-

oping very rapidly. It’s continuing to add new axons and dendrites, the branches that allow signals to pass from neuron
to neuron and enable communication between different regions of the brain. As the neurons go through a process
called myelination, these signals travel faster and faster, laying the groundwork for increasingly complex cognition
and motor function. 

Engaging in some of the above-mentioned activities, encourage an array of motor, communication and social skills.
These early childhood development games and activities,
allow the brain to work, getting stronger with every task. 

Building a Bond with Your Infant
Learning starts at home and aside from being smart in

school, or being able to communicate with other babies dur-
ing play dates, the most important learning, teaching sessions
come from bonding with your baby. 85% of brain growth
happens by age three. So, the most lucrative way to build a
strong foundation within your child is to teach them love,
compassion, assurance and trust.

Here are ways you can bond with your infant:
• Respond to her cries. Your baby needs to know you're

there for her—and picking her up when she cries helps build
that trust. 

• Breastfeed if you can. It's not just about nutrition—when
your little one snuggles up against you to nurse, he hears your
heartbeat, smells your scent, is reassured by skin-to-skin con-
tact. Breastfeeding has also been related to lowering the risk
of women being diagnosed with breast cancer. Breast milk 

• Look into baby's eyes during bottle time. You want to get
credit for all those feedings, right?! Keeping eye contact will help your baby remember who you are and what you
mean to her.

• Put Your Phone Down. It’s easy to get sidetracked by social media and what’s going on in the world, but the most
important thing right now, is the bundle of joy in your arms. Your child will grow up appreciating the attention and
recognition you give.  

• Bring out your old baby photos. Create a connection between your child and yourself by admiring resembling
features you and your little one may have. 

• Teaching your infant “No” and “Yes.” Your child may not fully understand what you’re saying, but the earlier
you implement right from wrong, the better chances your child has of being respectful and obedient to those who re-
quire it. 

Being able to connect and share intimate and personal moments with your child, is the very thing that will help
them grow to understand what security and love is. As crazy as it may sound, self-esteem is more likely to be higher
within a child who was natured and cared for in a sensitive way. Children whose feelings are always catered to are
good for the mind, body and soul of a developing child. 

Y
Meet Kisha Shanks

Kisha Shanks is the CEO of Infinite Family Solu-
tions LLC, a community-based advocacy agency
dedicated to reducing infant mortality rates and im-
proving service delivery outcomes. 

Through education and outreach, she focuses
on building healthy relationships during infancy
and early childhood. 

She encourages a healthy lifestyle, family cohe-
siveness and socio-economic progression of the
families that she works with through home visiting

and family support
programming.

Having worked with
other community-
based organizations
such as Planned Par-
enthood of Wiscon-
sin, Faith Partnership
Inc., and Disability
Rights Wisconsin,
Shanks also provides
professional consul-
tation in the areas of

family case management, social outreach and pro-
fessional development. 

Shanks holds a bachelor’s degree in Community
Education from UW-Milwaukee and a Professional
Certification in Infant, Early Childhood and Family
Mental Health from UW-Madison. 

Currently, Ms. Shanks is pursuing a master’s de-
gree in Public Health. She served on the Advisory
Council of the African American Breastfeeding
Network (AABN) for 4 years and is a former board
member of New Concept Self Development Cen-
ter, Inc. 

In addition to being an entrepreneur, Ms. Shanks
is a single mother to an amazing 11-year-old girl
and as such, understands the challenges that
many mothers in Milwaukee frequently face. 

Being a lifelong resident of Milwaukee, her per-
sonal experiences are the driving force behind her
work and the foundation for change that she seeks
to bring to the city.

The importance of family 
planning and what it looks like

“Shark Tank”- like event teaches
youth to be entrepreneuers and
feeds their passion for success!

An unidentified young lady who is a plate maker (far right) and two of her friends hold samples
of her wares that were for sale. The plates have encouraging slogans written on them.

Youth 10 to 17 years of age showed off their creativ-
ity while learning how to start and run their own busi-
nesses during a six week business course. 

The culminating event was a “Kids Shark Tank,” a dynamic and interactive ex-
perience that led youth through the ins and outs of running their own busi-
nesses. 

It was held in the gym of the Daniel-Mardack Boys&Girls Club. During the
Shark Tank event, participants took part in a vendor fair and pitched their ideas
to community business owners (like noted baking wiz Darrin Reasby shown
above with (left to right): smoothie queen Carmen Lee, cup cake guru Tariya Pu-
rifoy, and T-shirt titan Mercedes Binns. 

Reasby was one of the judges who picked the three young ladies. He has
pledged to work with Binns, Purifoy and Lee, who won the sales pitch segment
of the fair that was held. Reasby will help the young ladies reach their goal of be-
coming “Thousandaires.”

During the past six weeks, the youths took classes on turning their passion
into purpose, creating a business plan, money planning, producing a product,
and sales. —Photos by Yvonne Kemp

(continued on page 6)

Photo courtesy of University
of Minnesota Twin Cities

Kisha Shanks
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“Nobody’s free until
everybody’s free.”
-Fannie Lou Hamer

According to the Library of Con-
gress, in 1987 after being petitioned
by the National Women’s History
Project, the United States Congress
designated the month of March as
“Women’s History Month.” 

This law requested the president to
issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to ob-
serve the month of March with ap-
propriate activities and ceremonies.
Since 1987, presidents have issued a
series of annual proclamations desig-
nating the month of march
“Women’s History Month.” 

These proclamations celebrate the
contributions women have made to
the United States and recognize the
specific achievements women have
made over the course of American
history in a variety of fields. 

In celebration of Women’s History
Month, this column will highlight
Fannie Lou Hamer, a history maker
who not only made significant con-
tributions to the history of the United
States; but March 14, 2018 will mark
41 years of Hamer’s death. 

While Fannie Lou Hamer has gone
on to glory, her legacy continues to
live on! 

Fannie Lou Hamer (1917-1977)
Fannie Lou Hamer was an electri-

fying speaker and constant activist of
civil rights. She was born October 6,
1917 in the Mississippi Delta. She
was the youngest of 20 children born
to sharecroppers. 

Hamer grew up in the heat of the
Jim Crow south where she had spent
much of her life picking cotton until
she was fired for trying to register to
vote. 

Hamer walked with a limp and had
a blood clot behind her eye from
being beaten in a Mississippi jail. But
that did not stop Hamer. 

Hamer was a Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC)
community organizer which focused
on racial segregation and injustice in
the south. 

Hamer also helped found the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party.
During a speech before the Creden-
tials Committee of the Democratic

National Convention, in support of
the Freedom Democratic Party, she
vividly recounted the brutal beating
in that Mississippi jail she received
just because she wanted to register to
vote.

Fannie Lou Hamer was such an
outspoken activist, that even Presi-
dent Johnson applied political pres-
sure to the Credentials Committee to
drop support for Hamer’s Freedom
Party. 

In fact, during Hamer’s speech be-
fore the Credentials Committee,
President Johnson called a Press
Conference at the White House so
that her speech before the Credentials
Committee would be preempted. 

In spite of President Johnson’s ef-
forts, it did not silence Hamer. That
evening, Hamer’s testimony before
the Credentials Committee was aired

WASHINGTON – Clergy leaders
with PICO National Network, the
largest coalition of faith-based
groups in the nation, and the director
of Howard University’s leadership
and public policy center said the
goals outlined in the Kerner Com-
mission report 50 years ago remain
largely unrealized.

In the report, released in February
1968, the Kerner Commission iden-
tified unemployment, segregation,
poverty, media coverage and sub-
standard schools as the prime causes
of the most pressing challenges fac-
ing Black people in economically
distressed areas. “Our nation is mov-
ing toward two societies, one black,
and one white—separate and un-
equal,” it stated.

Today, five decades after the re-
port’s release, faith leaders declared
not enough has changed for Black
people since then:

“I am disappointed that police dis-
trust that served as one of the sparks
igniting riots in most of the cities
studied by the Kerner Commission is
still present, not just in big cities, but
in small and medium-sized cities
also,” Elsie D. Scott, director of the
Ronald W. Walters Leadership and
Public Policy Center at Howard Uni-
versity, said. 

“I am saddened to see the country
move from the optimism of electing
the first African American President
and from devising and implementing
programs to address police trust,
health disparities and other inequality
issues to a period of turning a blind
eye to bias, housing problems, the
need for investment in quality educa-
tion and other inequities.

“The one sign of hope is the ac-
tivism of young people,” Scott said,
“who seem to have the spirit of the
freedom riders to face resistance
head-on and elect officials who will
not be content with the status quo.”

Pastor Michael McBride, director
of PICO National Network’s LIVE
FREE campaign to end gun violence
and mass incarceration, echoed Scott.
“Many of the stubborn challenges
outlined in the report still remain
major obstacles for a disproportion-
ate number of Black people in this
country,” he said. 

“We are partnering with organiza-
tions and leaders across the country
to make our communities safer and
ease the trauma associated with gun
violence and mass incarceration, but
elected officials need to be partners

in this effort."
“Solving the challenges facing

communities of color requires a re-
newed commitment from various
stakeholders—from clergy, grass-
roots groups, federal and state gov-
ernments and people of color-led
organizations,” said the Rev. Greg
Holston, executive director of
PICO’s Philadelphia federation,
POWER (Philadelphians Organized
to Witness, Empower & Rebuild).
“We can create the future that we
imagine with joint effort.”

RELIGIONRELIGION

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-

ing pre-need, at need and after-care
services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,

Kenosha and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 53218
Telephone: (414) 462-6020

Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

KHATON, TESSIE
Age 52 yrs. February 9,
2018. A Memorial Service
will be held on Friday,
February 16, 2018 at 3PM
at:

JONES-PRUITT, PAMELA
Age 57 yrs. February 7,
2018. Funeral services
will be held on Friday,
February 16, 2018 at 1PM.
Visitation Friday 12 Noon
until time of services at:

HENNING, PHILISTINE
Age 72 yrs. February 8,
2018. Funeral services
will be held on Friday,
February 16, 2018 at 11AM
at Antioch Baptist Church
2033 W. Congress St. Vis-
itation Friday 10AM at the
CHURCH until time of
services. the family is
served by:

BROWN, DESSIE
Age 88 yrs. February 4,
2018. Funeral services
will be held on Thursday,
February 15, 2018 at
11AM. Visitation Thursday
10AM until time of serv-
ices at:MCNEAL, BENNIE

Age 64 yrs. January 27,
2018. Funeral services
will be held on Friday,
February 16, 2018 at
11AM. Visitation Friday
10AM until time of serv-
ices at:

Molex, Reginald
Age 60 yrs. February 5,
2018. Funeral services
will be held on Tuesday,
February 13, 2018 at
11AM. Visitation Tuesday
10AM until time of serv-
ices at:

“For
with
God 

nothing
shall be 

IMPOSSI
BLE”

Luke
1:37

By Rev. Judith T.
Lester, B.Min., M.Th.

Biblical
Counseling
for Today’s
Christian
Family

WOMEN’S 
HISTORY MONTH

(continued on page 10)

BRIA of Trinity Village recently held its Black History Month program in the Trinity Cjhapel, 7300
W. Dean Rd. The theme was “19th and 20th Century African American Music, Art and Literature.”
The majority of the music consisted of gospel standards. Pictured above is BRIA Trinity Resident
Coordinator Carol J. Calvin (standing far left) with members of the choir that performed (in no par-
ticular order): Carolyn Bolton, Angeline Bradford, Beverly Coleman, Alison Greaves, Rosie Perez,
and June Torrence. Joining the group was volunteers Sheryl Kelly and Michael Kelly. 
—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Black History Month program at BRIA of Trinity Village

Black Leaders Share Disappointment,
Hope on the 50th Anniversary of the
Kerner Commission Report’s Release
‘One sign of hope is the activism of young people’

St. Anne’s Holy Church of Deliverance invites the
community to join them for Sunday services. St. Anne’s
is located at 5831 W. Burleigh St.: Sunday School starts
at 9:15 a.m., service at 11 a.m.; Thursday Prayer and
Bible study at 5:30 p.m., Prayer on the first and third
Saturday of the month at 1p.m. The pastors at St.
Anne’s are Pastors Herman and Essie Copeland.
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MCJ EDITORIALMCJ EDITORIAL
When it comes to the
Black vote, it’s more lip
service than civic service

At nearly the same time radio talk show host Michelle Bryant
was fielding a call last Tuesday evening from a listener who
revealed she was number 17 at her central city polling site, a
reporter for your Community Journal was visiting a site 10
miles north in Germantown where a voter had stood in line for
over 15 minutes to cast his vote. 

He was number 377, and there was a line of voters behind
him.

That was an image that defined last Tuesday’s election, and
if it holds true during the general election, the Black vote will
be nothing more than an afterthought.

Granted, depending on where you voted, there may have
been just one item on the ballot, but that one—state Supreme
Court—is extremely important to all Wisconsinites. 

The state supreme court is the final word on everything from
criminal justice to prayer in schools. In fact, this court is in part
responsible for Wisconsin having the highest African American
incarceration rate in the United States, a weak health care
system and Act 10. 

As it is currently situated, the state supreme court leans to
the right. It will tip over if the conservative candidate wins an
open seat in April.

Yet, sadly—but not surprisingly—few in the Black community
showed up to vote. Again, we flaunted the embarrassing fact
that most of us are better at lip service than civic service.

Franklin High School
makes history by turning
back the clock on civil
rights and tolerance

It’s apparent that the Franklin High School administration
did little to promote Black History Month, but whether the stu-
dents realized it or not, they added a page to the history
books last week.

During a basketball game against a predominantly Black
team from Racine Horlick, Franklin students joined in a cho-
rus of racist taunts that undermined the spirit of competition,
fair play and civility. After the game, Horlick players were ac-
costed as they boarded their team bus.

At least one Franklin “junior” racist was reportedly ejected
from the game for his conduct, and the district immediately is-
sued a statement saying it does not “tolerate discriminatory or
harassing conduct” (whatever that means). School officials
also applauded the Horlick students for maintaining their cool
under the circumstances.

Franklin, with only 31 Black students (a figure that may be
reduced when angry parents withdraw their children), was in
the news a month ago when a student posted a sign reading
“white (only)” over one of the water fountains.

With so few Black students, it’s obvious why the school
doesn’t promote Black History Month, but if they want to focus
on one aspect of it, they could bring back some of the Horlick
students for a discussion on how they felt to be called mon-
keys and niggers.

The program could then explore why 50 years after the
signing of the civil rights bill, racial hatred remains a problem,
promoted by a new generation of bigot-wanna-bes.

They can conclude the program by asking a panel of par-
ents why they are keeping alive the attitudes and stereotypes
that make Black history month necessary.

History is generally written by the conqueror. Whoever possesses the
largest sword, has the last word.

That’s a lesson students need to know as they pick up a “his-story” book.
He who controls the pen, gets to record HIS-STORY, from their perspective,
which may or may not be an accurate depiction of what took place.

I was explaining that fact recently to a student I’ve been mentoring who
was taken aback when I introduced conflicting historical “facts” to what he
had been taught in high school.

President Abe Lincoln did not free the slaves, and in fact, wasn’t the orig-
inator of the Emancipation Proclamation, I told the young brother.

That document was initially introduced by one of Lincoln’s generals, which
the president immediately rescinded.

And when Abe later (re)issued the proclamation in 1863, it was not in-
tended as an act of humanitarianism, but a military tactic to undermine the
Confederate states. Moreover, the proclamation didn’t “free” slaves in the
Union states, which would not have been impacted anyway, since the procla-
mation was illegal. That’s why Lincoln worked so diligently to convene a
constitutional committee to advance the 13th amendment.

In truth, while Lincoln opposed slavery, he was a racist, believing, as did
most of his predecessors, that Africans were genetically inferior.

Our discussion was sparked by the student’s statement that he wanted to
be a history teacher, a career I applauded as both a noble profession, but also
a powerful liberation tool for those in need of a historical foundation.

But I cautioned him that false history could be used to mislead and enslave
people. The evidence of that fact can be seen in the impotence of Black people
today.

There was a reason why slaves were not allowed to read and it had nothing
to do with a language barrier, I told him.

Knowledge is power, and knowing who and what we are puts into a differ-
ent perspective where we are today and where we would have been, had we
known then what some of us know today.

For example, had our enslaved ancestors known we were the original man,
the Garden of Eden was in Africa and Jesus/Immanuel was a Black man, that
information would have jeopardized the justification for slavery and the whole
concept of White superiority.

The discovery that Africans opened the first college known to mankind and
held classes in the sciences, including medicine, when Europeans were still
living in caves and trying to figure out whether the tag on their briefs should
be in the front or the back, was powerful information that would have usurped
the steadfast belief that we are intellectually inferior.

Kemet’s Amenhotep, considered the world’s first (second if you count
Jesus), was instructing classes to the Greek and Romans, who in turn took
credit and advantage of the hand that was feeding them wisdom and the basic
rules of a civilized community.

Amenhotep probably explained that Adam was a brother, and Eve, whose
remains were discovered in Ethiopia and dated back 4.5 million years ago,
was the first sister.

There are many who theorize the Garden of Eden, the trinity, virgin birth
and 10 commandments (which are really 42 negative confessions) have their
origins in Kemetic spirituality. There is no debate over the fact that it was
Africans who spread the word about monotheism to Caucasians, who were
named because they emerged from the caves in the mountainous Caucasus
region and were tending to their recipes for dinosaur stew when we were at-
tending the first college in northern Africa where philosophy, astrology, math
and medicine were in the core curriculum.

Scan forward a few centuries. Black men and women were the masterminds
behind a plethora of discoveries and inventions that others took credit for,
from electricity, to the steam engine, to plasma.

We were given some credit for the less sensationalistic “discoveries,” which
are the foundation for Black History Month trivia.

But that’s not of paramount significance since we can advance our story
through other means. What courageous Black teachers can address immedi-
ately is the “fake news” taken as American history, which has been written
by the conquerors.

Start with the false narrative that early settlers in the United States were al-

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

Teaching a
young brother
what real history
looks like

We must rebuild those coming
out of prison so they will thrive!

Recently, the state of Wisconsin announced it is closing the Lincoln Hills
and Copper Lake juvenile prisons. I’m not going to celebrate their closings
because I have problems with the state’s  proposed plan to create five smaller
institutions in different counties while turning Lincoln Hills into an adult
prison.  Everyone seems to have a plan, but do these plans solve the problem
of Wisconsin mass incarceration? 

Do these plans address the child neglect, and lack of individual attention
many of these children need? Will these plans stop the “school-to-prison
pipeline?”

If these plans include opening new prisons, the answer is “NO!” We should
be closing them.

I am asking all anti-incarceration advocates to demand social and economic
change! Right now, society and the system are not set-up to for a rehabilitated,
better behaved child—let alone an adult. Where would they go, and what
would they do?

Do we expect them to hang around in after-school and social programs for
the rest of their lives, depending on hand-outs from the system to survive?
We must promote and teach self-sufficiency. We must change the landscape
within and outside our communities so our youth and adults can recognize
that life does and can change for the better.

Most who get out of prison and back into the world face rejection and
homelessness, not to mention other nightmarish experiences. Yet, society ex-
pects them to have confidence and achieve; telling the recently released “you
can do it!”

I know people with college degrees who are in debt (due to student loans)
and cannot get hired into the type of careers they’ve studied for. Yet, we ex-

pect a person who is now labled a “felon” with little-to-no previous work ex-
perience to come back (into society) and automatically get into the rhythms
of this society and do something they’ve never done before.

We must refashion society and the sytem into something all people—felons
and non-felons, college graduates and non-college grads—can prosper and
survive in. We must defend ourselves and support each family.

We must teach the released and soon-to-be released children and adults
(who were once victims themselves) it’s okay to actually love yourselves;
that going to jail or prison is a form of giving-up, an escape from the pain of
of not receiving the proper guidance growing-up.

Even death has become the chosen way to find peace, to experience true
freedom.

We must not just redirect these individuals. We must rebuild them to thrive,
grow and contribute to our communities. Life is too precious to let it go to
waste. —Torre Johnson Sr/ XmenUnited LLC 

URBAN MYDIALOGUE
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

What happens when a movie comes out and teaches our children things
that we fail to teach as a people? Unity, togetherness and teamwork are a
few things that the, much anticipated Black Panther, movie is teaching
kids in the black community. 

Children are like sponges. They soak in everything that we give and
even some things that we don’t give. What better way to teach, than to
place black heroes right in the face of our young generation? 

It was just the other day that a video went viral, showing a group of
school students overly excited because they had just received word that
they would be going to see the Black Panther. 

As adults, parents, educators and caregivers, one of the most important
things we do is worry. We worry about what our children eat, what they
are listening to on the radio, who their peers are and what they are watch-
ing on the television. 

It is completely normal to worry and there are many people who can’t
help but to worry. So, when a movie comes out that the black community
is so hyped to see, the worrying doesn’t seem to stick for long, and it
shouldn’t.

After watching the Black Panther, I noticed one main thing that Holly-
wood and the cast of the Black Panther teaches our children, and that was
Unity. 

Although the all black cast members had their differences in the screen-
play, they still found a way to have one another’s back when their liveli-
hood was threatened by a distant family member. The women protected
the men, the men, who had bad blood in the beginning of the movie, ended
up joining forces and uniting with one another.

As I mentioned earlier, our children are like sponges. They soak in

everything that the world throws at them at a very young age. As we jour-
ney through “2018: The Year of the Child,” we learn that it is the first
seven years of a child’s life that their brain is most valuable in learning.
While we still learn as adults, it is not as easy to adopt new traditions and
new information once our brain has fully developed. 

In this day and age, the competition and disconnection the black com-
munity has with one another couldn’t be any more unacceptable. There
was a time when all we had was each other. 

Any outsider or threat to the black community was immediately done
away with. We are not getting very far by allowing others to separate us
and we are not helping the situation by being separated amongst each
other. The best way to tear a team apart is to cause trouble within. 

If you are reading this, or if you’re a child and your hearing someone
else read this, remember that we may not all look alike, we may not all
sound alike, but we are indeed a community. We are a minority, we must
care for one another no matter the circumstance. 

Unity is one thing that cannot be broken, and we must always exhibit
our desire to want to stick together. United we stand, but divided we fall.
If two heads are better than one, imagine a whole community of them. 

—Paishance Welch

MILLENNIALMAGIC
By Paishance Welch

(continued on page 10)
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Banning Assault
Weapons and
High-Capacity
Magazines are a
Must

MADISON – State Representa-
tive Leon D. Young (D-Milwau-
kee) announced today that he
fully supports his Democratic col-
leagues’ request that Governor
Scott Walker convene a special
session to consider common-
sense gun safety legislation.

According to Young, “The time
for meaningful action on gun con-
trol legislation that aims to protect
our children and the public at
large is long overdue.  

Public opinion is shifting and
approximately 70 percent of
Americans now support stricter
gun laws.”

“Enacting common-sense gun
control measures like: universal
background checks, raising
firearm age and banning bump
stocks have wide public support
and are all steps in the right direc-
tion.  

But, in truth, you’re not going
to solve the mass shooting prob-

lem in this country until, and un-
less, you get assault rifles off our
streets and ban the possession of

high-capacity magazines.” 
“Truth be told, rapid-fire assault

weapons with large clips of am-
munition have only one purpose:
the mass slaughter of large num-
bers of human beings.  

They were designed for use by
the military to achieve that mis-
sion in combat — and that mis-
sion alone.” 

Therefore, if the Legislature is
serious about doing its due dili-
gence on this important public
safety issue, it must also consider
proposals that ban assault
weapons and high-capacity mag-
azines.

See Authentic African Art
Displayed at St. Ann Center

For a brush with authentic African art, you don’t
have to go any farther than St. Ann Center’s
Bucyrus Campus, 2450 W. North Ave. 

Fourteen original oil paintings by seven Con-
golese artists were donated by Estherly Allen, a
Milwaukee artist and art teacher now living in Ari-
zona. 

“I’m so excited that they’re in a place where
they’re being

embraced,
preserved
and talked
about,” she
said, ex-
plaining that
she found
rolled-up
canvases at a rummage sale and bought them
all for $10.  “When I got them home and took a
look, I was astounded!”

Using the signatures, Allen set out to learn
more.  A librarian at the Smithsonian Museums
eventually helped link all the artists to the Poto-
Poto School of Art in Brazzaville, capital of the
Republic of Congo.  

An important art center in central Africa, the
school encourages students of all ages to paint

the world around them, and indeed, the paintings depict savanna, village and market-
place scenes. 

How the art got to Milwaukee remains a mystery. 
“It thrills me to think of Milwaukee children and adults

looking at these paintings and feeling a connection, un-
derstanding and pride in the rich heritage of Africa,” Allen
said.

Rep. Leon Young Supports
Special Session on Guns 

“Truth be told,
rapid-fire assault

weapons with
large clips of 

ammunition have
only one 

purpose: the
mass slaughter of 
large numbers of
human beings.”

—Young 

milwau-keecom-munityjournal.com

Rep. Leon Young
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gency to recognize there are clear challenges with police-
community relations and the public’s perception of the
department.

The collaborative’s statement noted that, like the coun-
cil, Fire and Police Commission, and MPD, the mayor’s
office has also expressed the importance of the group’s
work and the need to work collaboratively.

“The (collaborative) wants to make sure their work is
continually supported. Milwaukeeans are working ex-
tremely hard to ensure the voices of those affected by
current police policies are heard and that their recom-
mendations are prioritized. 

The group noted that last weekend, over 100 commu-
nity residents were able to share their feedback on the
recommendations to the DOJ’s draft report at the South-
side Organizing Center’s Safety Summit. 

“We are pleased that the community showed up and
look forward to hosting more community hubs to hear
from additional residents throughout the city.

“It is our hope the mayor acknowledges and uplifts the
work of the community, specifically those working to en-
sure the voices that so often go unheard are a part of real

change in our city. 
“Our city has never seen a community led committee

nor these particular agencies working together in this ca-
pacity. This committee is responsible for carrying out a
very important task, but we are ready and want leadership
to know we are watching.”

even guarantee that home won’t experience a lead water
problem now or in the future,” Bohl said. 

“However, a properly used lead-removing water filtra-
tion system would be about 99.6% effective in its lead re-
moving capacity at an annual cost of a little over $100
per household.” 

However, Royal—in a statement responding to Bohl’s
strategy—noted how the auto industry adjusted to a man-
date by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
to reduce exhaust emissions of lead into the air.

“When the EPA required oil refineries to reduce the
amount of lead in gasoline (it) was (considered) an ‘in-
credibly daunting, expensive and not solving the prob-
lem’ approach,” Royal said in response to Bohl’s assertion

too much time and money would be needed to replace
lead water laterals and lines.

“The EPA required the automobile industry to adjust to
the new reformulated gasoline not to eliminate, but to sig-
nificantly reduce the exposure of lead in the air from the
exhaust emissions of lead-based gasoline burning engines
or the contamination of the soil from the run-off of lead
contaminated particles from these same lead-based gaso-
line burning engines. But the industry adapted and the en-
vironment is less toxic because of these efforts.”

Royal said while replacing lead laterals may not be the
only access point to the potential of children ingesting
lead, it is one of the most obvious.

“It is so obvious the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage
District (MMSD) places a corrosive preventative additive
to the water supply as a precautionary measure to reduce
the potential (for lead ingestion via water).

“To me this is a waste of money if you follow the logic
of Alderman Bohl.”

Recently Gov. Scott Walker signed the “Leading on
Lead Act” (Senate Bill 48). The act creates financial as-
sistance programs by which public water utilities may
provide grants or loans to property owners to assist in the
replacement of lead-containing water service lines.

The bill allows local governments to address this issue
on a tailored, community-by-community basis. This leg-
islation passed with overwhelming, bipartisan support in
both the senate and assembly on voice votes.

NAACP president
blasts plan of 
alderman to 
distribute water 
filtration systems
(continued from front page)

milwaukeecommunityjournal.com

Collaborative to improve police/
community relations not mentioned
in mayor’s state of the city address
(continued from front page)

“It is our hope the mayor
acknowledges and uplifts

the work of the commu-
nity, specifically those
working to ensure the

voices that so often go un-
heard are a part of real

change in our city.” 
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ways on the side of righteousness and
God paved their path. 

Under the racist flag of manifest
destiny, the history books paint a pic-
ture of the struggles and hardships
endured by American pioneers who
were bringing civilization and false
Christianity to the American frontier.

Tell that to the Native Americans,
who had their land stolen, their peo-
ple murdered and their culture dis-
mantled all in the name of manifest
destiny.

The history books paint a picture
of Native Americans as being uncul-
tured savages who murdered “set-
tlers” for no reason other than blood
lust. 

The reality is Americans invaded
their land, murdered all who opposed
their will and forced survivors to live
in what at best could be called con-
centration camps.

George Armstrong Custer was not
a hero, but a reincarnation of Dracula
who finally got a stake driven
through his heart at the Battle of Lit-
tle Big Horn.

And to provide a more personal,
closer look, Milwaukee’s Atkinson
Avenue, which runs through the cen-
tral city, was named after a general
whose claim to fame was the mass
murder of Wisconsin Indians.

As one 19th century journal de-
scribed (before they rewrote the
script for Netflix and local student
history books), Atkinson had his
horse soldiers stomp on the heads of
peace loving braves. 

And since he was obviously pro-
life, he smiled as his soldiers cut out
the “babies” from pregnant Indian
women.

A century later city fathers re-
named the street, which houses the
state’s oldest Black church in
“honor” of General Atkinson, as if
Black troops had something to do
with his atrocities. 

For the record, the Buffalo Sol-
diers were not even on this side of the

country and can’t be blamed for the
massacre.

Speaking of conquerors, the his-
tory books paint a picture of the
“Texicans” who fought for their
“freedom” and independence from
the vicious, war mongering Inferior
(and short) Mexicans. The truth of
the matter is it was a hostile takeover,
which was rooted in the “Texicans’ “
desire to bring slavery into the terri-
tory.

The Mexican government had out-
lawed slavery years earlier. But along
came Davy Crockett, a known sup-
porter of slavery, Jim Bowie and
Colonel Bill Travis, who actually
brought their slaves with them to the
Alamo. 

According to some reports the only
survivors of the battle were two
slaves and a small group of women
and children.

We can only assume what hap-
pened to the newly freed former
slaves, but I would hope they caught
the fastest available means of trans-
portation and headed up North, even
though it wasn’t a picnic for people
of color up here either. 

Because the conqueror owned the

printing press, it was not reported
that a significant percentage the 100-
plus lynchings each year that took
place between the start of the civil
war and the end of the Great Repres-
sion…err. Recession, took place Up-
south, including a very hot summer
in 1862 when angry Whites took out
their frustration over the Conscrip-
tion Act (draft) by lynching several
dozen “free Negroes”.

Now, shift your focus 500 miles
west to Wisconsin. If you can believe
it, Waukesha was the headquarters of
the state abolitionist movement. In
case you never figured it out, the
Waukesha Freeman newspaper, was
an abolitionist newspaper. “Freed
man.”Get it!

One of the most heroic acts of the
abolitionist movement occurred
when an escaped slave, Joshua
Glover, was caught and held in the
Milwaukee County Jail. (I don’t
know if he was the first brother to be
held there, but we know he surely
wasn’t the last). 

Anyway, after learning of his im-
prisonment (he was going to be
“bused” back south), a large group of
Waukesha residents formed a “mob”

and marched to Milwaukee, smashed
up the jail and freed Glover.

Now that was “affirmative action”!
But it can be said, that was proba-

bly the highlight of the era. 
The next act of abolitionist defi-

ance against injustice didn’t occur for
nearly 100 years, when a handful of
whites joined with open housing pro-
testors in marching over to the South-
side during the summer of 1967.

And you could fill a library with
ordinances enacted to keep the races
separated in Milwaukee. There were
covenants that forbid Black Milwau-
keeans from living on the south or
near Northside of town. 

Unions blocked upward mobility
for people of color. Public schools in
the Black community received less
resources, fewer experienced teach-
ers and outdated books. I didn’t know
there were 50 states until I joined the
military.

It wasn’t until the 1970s and ‘80s,
that Black folks got fed up enough to
sue the city, opening the doors for
Black police officers and firefighters.
We finally can live in other parts of
the city, but Milwaukee is still among
the most segregated cities in the

United States.
The defining moment in local civil

rights occurred in 1976, when Fed-
eral court judge John Reynolds ruled
against the Milwaukee school board
and declared that political body had
intentionally maintained a segregated
and unequal school district.

Reynolds appointed a “special
master” to oversee the so-called vol-
untary desegregation (not integration,
their history books claim) busing
plan, which actually turned out to be
a sham as declared in the first edi-
tions of this newspaper. 

So yes, become a teacher, I told
him, but do your research and be pre-
pared to tell the truth, even if the
school district, teachers’ union and
politicians intervene, which they
will.

The powers-that-be have a vested
interest in keeping the public, partic-
ularly Black people, ignorant and
confused. They recognize that as
long as we only learn “his-story” we
will be impotent and under the
shadow of slavery. And the only way
to step from under it is to conquer the
conquerors.

Hotep.

in its entirety in prime time on the evening news. 
Before cancer claimed her life on March 14, 1977, Hamer was not afraid

to speak up for herself and even coined the phrase: 
“I’m sick and tired of being sick of tired.”
It is this writer’s prayer that you will share with the young people in your
life the many contributions, achievements and accomplishments women
have made in history to encourage and inspire them to go on and do great
things!

The writer does not assume responsibility in any way for readers’ efforts
to apply or utilize information or recommendations made in these arti-
cles, as they may not be necessarily appropriate for every situation to
which they may refer. If you would like to contact Rev. Lester, write to her
c/o P.O. Box 121, Brookfield, WI. 53008.

(continued from page 4)

Women’s 
History Month

Teaching a young brother what real history looks like
(continued fromp page 5) “The history books

paint a picture of
Native Americans

as being uncul-
tured savages who

murdered “set-
tlers” for no rea-

son other than
blood lust. The re-
ality is Americans

invaded their land,
murdered all who
opposed their will

and forced sur-
vivors to live in

what at best could
be called concen-

tration camps.”
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The Marquette Golden Eagles re-

cently took on and beat St.
Johns Red Storm at the BMO

Harris Bradley Center. (A): MU’s
Sacar Anim Defends against St.

Johns’ Shamorie Ponds; (B):
Greg Elliott makes a leaping

grab for a rebound as MU fans
look on; (C): Jamal Cain manu-

vers around Red Stormer Bashir
Ahmed. A B C

National Park
Service 
Accepting 
Proposals for
Preservation
Grants at 
Historically
Black Colleges
and Universities

WASHINGTON – The National
Park Service is now accepting appli-
cations for $4 million in grants to
support the preservation of buildings
on the campuses of Historically
Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCU) that are listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

The HBCU grants program is
funded through the Historic Preser-
vation Fund, which uses revenue
from Outer Continental Shelf oil re-
leases, not tax dollars. 

Since the 1990s, the National Park
Service has awarded almost $60 mil-
lion in preservation grants to more
than 80 HBCUs to identify and reha-
bilitate almost 100 historic structures
considered to be the most historically
significant and physically threatened.

“Through these competitive grants,
the National Park Service looks for-
ward to working with HBCUs in pre-
serving their unique history, which
includes the pursuit of equality, civil
rights, and higher education for all
Americans,” National Park Service
Deputy Director Dan Smith said.

Applications for funding are now
being accepted through Grants.gov
through May 1, 2018 (11:59 p.m.
EST). 

To be eligible, projects must in-
volve physical preservation or the
planning for that type of work to Na-
tional Register-listed historic proper-
ties on accredited HBCU campuses.   

More information about the HBCU
grants, including application materi-
als, is available on the program web-
site: http://go.nps.gov/hbcu.

School Safety:
There's an 
app for that
Article courtesy of NBC -
West Palm Beach

Law enforcement and school of-
ficials have introduced a new app
they hope will improve safety at
schools.

Palm Beach County Sheriff Ric
Bradshaw and School Superintend-
ent Robert Avossa spoke about the
"See Something Say Something"
app during a Thursday morning
news conference.

Palm Beach County StudentPro-
tect will provide two-way commu-
nication to report threats,
suspicious activity and receive in-
formation and alerts.

The app will be available to stu-
dents and their parents free of
charge.

"On that app they will be able to
report mental health problems, bul-
lying problems, social media prob-
lems, suspicious activity to the
school police or their parents or the
school staff and that information
will be channeled to the proper
people to do something about it,"
Bradshaw said.

PBSO said the app also receives
bulletins, news and information
about threats and security concerns.

The sheriff's office said the app
should be available for download
by the middle of next week.
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