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INSIDE: How not to become a victim in the age of urban terrorism

PULSE OF THE 
COMMUNITY

Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp
QUESTION OF THE WEEK: QUESTION OF THE WEEK: 

“March is Women’s History“March is Women’s History
Month. Why is it important toMonth. Why is it important to
have a month dedicated to thehave a month dedicated to the
accomplishments of women?”accomplishments of women?”
“We need
to highlight
all contri-
butions by
women,
whether large or small. I
think this is an excellent
idea.”

BETTY
SPEED

“Without
women, we
would be
lost. In order
to know
where you
are going, you have to
know where you came
from.”

ADRIAN
MONTGOMERY

“This special
recognition
would be monu-
mental because
women gave us
creation and
helped us under-
stand terms such as values and
strength. Really, women are the
ones that help keep our families to-
gether.”

ANDRE 
MCMURTRY

“Women should
be recognized for
their intelligence,
strengths and the
change that they
have 
initiated in multi-
ple people’s lives.
A lot of times,
women are not recognized for accom-
plishments that they have put forth in
communities, churches, schools and
homes.”

BRANDY 
CARSON

A multi-racial audience
packed the Pabst Theater
recently to witness and
hear the first public dia-
logue between the daugh-
ters of American civil rights
legends. Bernice King, the
daughter of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. (pictured
above at right) and Susan-
nah Heschel, the daughter
of Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel (above at left),
spoke on the Civil Rights
Movement, their fathers’
unique roles in the move-
ment, and their own per-
sonal leadership in
advancing their fathers’
legacies in the current so-
cial environment. The con-
versation was moderated
by Bonnie North of WUWM
Milwaukee Public Radio.—
Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Daughters of civil rights and religious giants
share memories of their fathers and how their
legacies continue to impact their lives

Black entrepreneurs honored by local business publication

Eight Black community entrepreneurs were among the 40 business owners, media
personalities and executives who were honored by the Milwaukee Business Jour-
nal recently at the Pfister Hotel, downtown. The publication annually recognizes
40 individuals under the age of 40 who are making a difference in the business
community. Michelle Nettles was recognized as one of four of the publication’s
2018 Hall of Famers.—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

DAUGHTERS OF
THE STRUGGLE

Kenneth Ginlack, Sr. is a running
for the Milwaukee County Supervi-
sor, 7th District. He says he is a “can-
didate connected to the people.”
Ginlack  believes it is time for a

change and that he will provide the
kind of leadership the residents of the
district are in need of.  
“I believe my

many years of
working in the
trenches allows
me to readily
understand and
be responsive to
the needs of the
district,” stated
Ginlack. 
He has

worked in the
field of social
services for 10
years, primarily dealing with clients
with AODA and mental health issues. 
“In addition to my professional ex-

pertise,” continued Ginlack, “I have
personally overcome some of the
same struggles as the constituents in
the 7th.” 
Ginlack is committed to being an

agent of change. He believes the res-
idents in the 7th district have lost
hope in a failing system. The low
voter turnout in past elections trou-
bles him.  

Report exposes link 
between group homes
and sex trafficking
For children in out-of-
home care, the risk of sex
trafficking is all too real.
And in Milwaukee,
known as the national
mecca of sex trafficking,
the data is startling—es-
pecially for children who
have spent time in group
homes.
That fact is the corner stone of a

new report titled: “Estimating the
Magnitude of Sex Trafficking Risk
and Victimization of Juveniles and
Young Adults, City of Milwaukee.”
The report was recently released by
the Milwaukee Police Department, in
partnership with other local organi-
zations, that focuses on the magni-
tude of sex trafficking in the city.
Media and police reports, and city

social service providers have noted
that recruitment for sex trafficking
often happens in group homes. Ac-
cording to data from the report, 62%
of confirmed trafficking victims had
been reported missing from out-of-
state care.
Considering that fact, the report

calls for special safety considerations
when placing survivors of sex traf-
ficking in out-of-home care. One
suggestion is to consider moving sur-
vivors outside of their own commu-
nities if doing so would minimize
their risk of future harm.
“There should be explicit consid-

eration for placement of survivors of
sex trafficking who are in the child
welfare system, and if it is safer to
keep them in their communities or to
place them far away from where they
were exploited,” said Erick Thomp-
son, lead attorney for Children’s
Rights representing the Jeanine B.
class of Milwaukee children in state
care.
The connection between group

homes and sex trafficking was not

lost on Mayor Tom Barrett.
In a letter to state and local offi-

cials representing  child welfare, law
enforcement and the criminal justice
system, Barrett said while the overall
numbers on sex trafficking are sober-
ing, the narrative on group homes
was—for him—the most concerning
and disturbing.
Barrett noted the consensus by the

entities involved in the report and
who are battling the problem to make
issues related to sex trafficking and
group homes a priority. There are
seven recommendations in the report
directly tied to group homes.
One of those recommendations is

an alternative to group homes, such
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WATCH
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Kenneth 
Ginlack, Sr. 
endorsed by 
the “Have Nots”
“Inspiring Hope 
and Community 
Empowerment”

(continued on page 3)

Kenneth 
Ginlack, Sr.

Article compiled by MCJ
Editorial Staff

(continued on page 3)

“The connection between group
homes and sex trafficking was not

lost on Mayor Tom Barrett, who
said while the overall numbers on
sex trafficking are sobering, the

narrative on group homes was—
for him—the most concerning and

disturbing.”

(Left to right):Retired WE Energies executive Thelma Sias, King, MUL
President/CEO Dr. Eve Hall, MUL Board Chair and Senior Managing At-
torney-Business Law for Manpower North America, Noah A. Fenceroy;
Heschel, and Cam’Ron Bogan.



2018:2018: THE YEAR OF THE CHILDTHE YEAR OF THE CHILD
A GAME CHANGERA GAME CHANGER
The Milwaukee Community Journal’s year-long focus on Children and Education
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Study: Opioid overdose
among children nearly
doubles
Article courtesy of CNN via “The Rundown”
The number of children admitted to hospitals for opioid overdose

has nearly doubled since 2004, according to a new study.
The study, which published Monday in the journal Pediatrics, looked

at children between ages 1 and 17 who were admitted to hospitals and
pediatric intensive care units with opioid-related diagnoses from 2004
to 2015. Researchers found that the number of children admitted to
hospitals for opioid overdose nearly doubled to 1,504 patients between
2012 and 2015, from 797 patients between 2004 and 2007.
The researchers cautioned that many of these children likely over-

dosed after stumbling upon their parents' prescription medications.
"When they come in, they're going to fall into one of two categories:

either they're teenagers with intentional or drug-seeking behavior be-
cause of recreational or self-injurious behavior, or they're kids who
got into their parents' medication," said Dr. Jason Kane, an associate
professor of pediatrics and critical care at Comer Children's Hospital
in Chicago and a lead author on the study.
"The thing that was a bit striking is that in the youngest children,

those under six years of age, 20% of the ingestions were of methadone.
So you sort of have to ask yourself: where are they getting all this
methadone from?" Methadone is prescribed for the treatment of opioid
withdrawal symptoms and also as a pain killer.

MMIILLWWAAUUKKEEEE  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  
HHOOLLDDSS  BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL  TTOOUURRNNEEYY

Milwaukee Recreation got “March Madness” off to an early start with a basketball tournament held Saturday
at Vincent High School on the far Northwest side. (photos by Kim Robinson)

The Importance of
Early Childhood
Development
Part 2: Babies, from
birth to three months

In the February 21 edition of the Community Jour-
nal, we briefly went over the importance of early
childhood development as well as learning about the
first seven years being the most lucrative stages for
children to be nurtured, taught and engaged with. 
As we start analyzing child development in children from

birth to three months, we will become familiar with the activi-
ties children in this stage should be doing. We will also share
various activities that can be done between parent and child. 
0-3 Months
Babies, at this age, should be performing small motor skill actions such as

sucking, grabbing, staring, listening, smiling, frowning and responding to
voice by turning their heads and moving their legs. Although children at this
age are not fully developed in their muscles and support skills, this is the time
that parents should be encouraging their growth, even if they’re not fully there
yet. Try these activities to encourage healthy growing muscles and strong
support in your child’s physical movement.  
TUMMY TIME
M. Michael Eisenfeld, MD Pediatrician at All Children’s Hospital in St.

Petersburg, FL says:
“I encourage parents to put kids on their tummy from day 1. If you start

early, your child will get used to it.”
Tummy time is important for reasons that your child will appreciate you

for later on life, if encouraged properly. When interacting with your bundle
of joy, it is imperative that everything you do, influences the well-being and
health progression of the child. While your baby is on his or her tummy, you
can do things like holding bright toys or toys that make noise in front of your
baby. 
The noise and the bright image in front of them will encourage them to ei-

ther reach for the item or sit up and gear all of their attention towards the ob-
ject. Exercises like these, promote attentiveness, muscle strength (if the baby
is prompted to push up on his or her arms) it also encourages a little cognitive
activity. While the child may be demonstrating motion on the outside, this
exercise pushes the child to use certain neurological muscles that allows the
arms, head and back muscles to communicate with the brain.
FACE ANIMATIONS:
In experiments, new infants have shown a preference for looking at faces

and face-like stimuli (e.g., Batki et al 2000; Turati et al 2002). For example,
they show a preference for faces with open eyes. Given a choice between
fearful and smiling faces, newborns look longer at happy faces (Farroni et al

Photo courtesy of iStock via
the website, babycenter.com

(continued on page 6)

MPS students to participate
in BLMA “Black Panther” 
viewing and Talk Back
Two-hundred MPS students will attend a viewing Thursday

of the film Black Panther, then participate in a Talk Back. In
partnership with the MPS Black & Latino Male Achievement
(BLMA) office, Alderman Khalif J. Rainey believes this movie
is important for young people who rarely see images showing
strong and heroic Black male characters.
“When young people see movies portraying people that look like them,

it becomes part of how they view themselves,” said Alderman Rainey,
chair of the Black Male Achievement Advisory Committee.
Following the March 8, 10 a.m. showing at Marcus North Shore Cin-

ema—Alderman Rainey and chaperones will discuss with the students
some important themes from the movie.
“Our event goes beyond a self-esteem boost for these young people.

We will have a chance to delve into the legacy of colonialism, global anti-
blackness and Afrofuturism,” said LaNell Ramey, director of the MPS
Black & Latino Male Achievement office. “And I’m encouraged with the
box office success Black Panther is having, Hollywood is finally realizing
the power and influence these types of films can have!”
The event sponsored by Alderman Rainey, MKE Kitchen Cabinet, Mar-

cus Corp., Go Riteway Bus Co., and JCP Development. It is supported
by Council members, Ashanti Hamilton, Milele A. Coggs, José G. Pérez,
Russell W. Stamper, II, Cavalier “Chevy” Johnson, and Chantia Lewis.

NEW NURSERY
RHYMES FOR TODAY'S
BLACK YOUTH
Learn More in 20 Pages
Than Most Will in 20
Years!
RALEIGH, NC (Black-
News.com) -- Do you re-
member the nursery
rhymes "Humpty
Dumpty" and "Mary Had
a Little Lamb?" 
Most adults grew up with these

nursery rhymes along with others and
remember each line. 
The “new nursery rhymes,” pro-

duced by the editor of Virtue Today
Magazine, almost guarantees that children will "learn more in 20 pages than
some will learn in 20 years." 
The book reads like a "who's who" of African American History with nurs-

ery rhymes about: Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Harriet Tubman, Rosa
Parks, Garrett Morgan, Muhammad Ali, Queen N’Zinga and many more. 
If you don’t recognize some of these names, you will after reading this

(continued on page 6)

Betty Brinn Children’s Museum awarded grant from
Bezos Foundation, event planned for next week
Ellen Galinsky, chief science officer

for the Bezos Foundation, and author
of the new book, “Mind In The Mak-
ing: The Seven Essential Life Skills
Every Child Needs,” will be one of
three presenters during a two-day con-
ference sponsored by the Betty Brinn
Children’s Museum, March 13-14.
The conference will be held at the

University Club, 624 E. Wells St. It is
being coordinated by Synovia Moss,
Vroom convener and director of com-
munity engagement and outreach for
Betty Brinn, which has been awarded
a grant from the BezosFamily  Foun-
dation.
Many community stakeholders

have been invited to attend the two-
day sessions, which will be filled with
information designed for organiza-
tions affected by poverty, racism and

underachievement.
On Tuesday, March 13, beginning

at 4 p.m., Galinsky will talk about her
book, which offers guidance to par-
ents on how to give their children the
“seven essential life skills” they need
to become well-rounded and achieve
their full potential.
Individuals attending Galinsky’s

presentation will receive signed
copies of the book from the author

after the presentation and an opening
reception.
On Wednesday, March 14, starting

at 7 a.m., Marissa Kaiser, national
Vroom program manager, will talk
about the early childhood develop-
ment and behavioral economics initia-
tive started by Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos through his Bezos Family
Foundation.
The foundation developed Vroom

to translate the science behind the
brain’s executive functions into easy,
doable tips that encourage back and
forth interaction between parents and
young children.
Also presenting that day will be

Diane De La Santos, executive direc-
tor of City on a Hill. Her topic will be:
“Understanding the Culture of
Poverty and Race.” A variety of work-
shops will also be held.
Though registration for the confer-

ence has ended, there are still a limited
number of seats available. Interested
individuals are encouraged to go to
Betty Brinn’s website for any remain-
ing seats. The website address is:
www.bbcmkids.org/mind-making.
Betty Brinn is a partner in the Mil-

waukee Community Journal’s “Year
of the Child” year-long focus.
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as specialized safe homes with
trained professionals equipped to
support survivors of sex trafficking.
According to the report, there is

currently one specialized safe home
in Milwaukee providing individual-
ized care for juvenile survivors of sex
trafficking. 
Wisconsin is considered the na-

tional hub of human trafficking, with
the state’s largest city at the center of
a multi-billion dollar criminal indus-
try that has commercialized sexual
exploitation as a form of modern
slavery.
According to the report, which

used MPD records data, an estimated

340 individuals, aged 25 and
younger, were identified as having
been sex trafficked, or were believed
to have been sex trafficked, between
January 1, 2013 and December 31,
2016 in Milwaukee.
Because information required for

further analysis was not available for
all individuals, 231 were analyzed. 
The majority of the individuals an-

alyzed were female (97% or 225 in-
dividuals), Black/African American
(65% or 149 individuals), and were
confirmed victims of sex trafficking
(81% or 187 individuals). Nearly one
fourth were White.
Over half (54% had experienced

trauma (sexual assault, domestic vi-

olence, or child abuse) at age 15 or
younger.
One hundred and twenty-six indi-

viduals (55 percent) were juveniles at
the first reported incident of sus-
pected or confirmed sex trafficking;
the remaining 105 individuals (45%)
were between the ages of 18 and 25
at the first reported incident of sus-
pected or confirmed sex trafficking.
“We hope this report builds on cur-

rent discussions around the issue and
leads to additional collaboration with
other agencies in order to gain a more
comprehensive understanding of sex
trafficking in Milwaukee so we are
better equipped to respond and pre-
vent it,” said Mallory O’Brien, direc-

tor of the Milwaukee Homicide Re-
view Commission and adjunct assis-
tant professor in Institute for Health
and Equity at the Medical College of
Wisconsin.
The report takes a public health ap-

proach to sex trafficking, including
an analysis of victims, circumstances
surrounding the trafficking, and his-
torical factors that may have in-
creased the vulnerability of a victim. 
The recommendations generated in

the report were developed in collab-
oration with the Milwaukee Sexual
Assault Review (MSAR), Proactive
Outreach for the Health of Sexually
Exploited Youth (POHSEY), Collab-
orative Rapid Advocacy for Youth

(CRAY), and various group homes in
Milwaukee. 
This ensured the recommendations

address the policy needs of criminal
justice, medical, advocacy, and social
service systems that come into con-
tact with victims of sex trafficking.
The project was made possible

with the funding of the Bob and
Linda Davis Family Fund, and was
produced in collaboration with the
Milwaukee Homicide Review Com-
mission, the Medical College of Wis-
consin Institute for Health and
Equity, Rethink Resources, Milwau-
kee Sexual Assault Review and the
MPD’s Sensitive Crimes Division.
Due to the volume of data col-

lected, multiple supplements to the
report will be released at a later date.
Supplements will include additional
data analysis, discussion, and recom-
mendations. 
A copy of the full report, Estimat-

ing the Magnitude of Sex Trafficking
Risk and Victimization of Juveniles
and Young Adults can be viewed on-
line.—Sources used for this story:
Milwaukee-Independent.com and
the organization, Children’s Rights.

“I am looking to restore that hope,”
added Ginlack. Traditionally, candi-
dates focus their campaign efforts on
hardcore voters. 
Ginlack instead has been focusing

on engaging residents who do not
typically vote. 
As he has been going door-to-door

in the district, he has been focused on
helping residents understand the im-
portance of their vote and getting
them excited about voting.  
When asked why he doesn’t have

high level endorsements, Ginlack
states, “I have endorsers! I am en-
dorsed by the ‘Have Nots.’ The con-
stituents that ‘Have Not’ been able to
access services, ‘Have Not’ been able
to find employment, ‘Have Not’ had
transportation to get well-paying
jobs, ‘Have Not’ been able to utilize
their parks, ‘Have Not’ been heard!’.
Ginlack continued: “I am connected
to the people because I have been a
‘Have Not’ before I got some hope. I
want to restore that same hope to the
constituents in the 7th District.” 
Ginlack encourages all residents in

the 7th Milwaukee County Supervi-
sory District to vote for him on Tues-
day, April 3, 2018.
To learn more and stay up to date

with the Ken Ginlack for 7th District
County Board Supervisor race,
please visit www.friendsofkengin-
lack.com  as well as the Friends of
Ken Ginlack Facebook page.

(continued from front page

County Board
candidate 
endorsed by
“The Have Nots”

Report exposes link between group homes and sex trafficking
(continued from front page)

The Marquette Golden Eagles played their last game at
the BMO Harris Bradley Center recently. Next season they
will play in the brand new Bucks Arena that is nearing
completion next door. Photo A: Jamal Cain of the Golden
Eagles bringing up the ball against Creighton’s  Ty-Shon
Alexander. Photo B: Sacar Anim looks for an outlet after
grabbing a rebound. Photo C: Markus Howard being
fouled by Davion Mintz.—Photos by Bill Tennessen

Marquette Beats
Creighton, their last
game at the BMO 

Harris Bradley Center

A

B

C



Fr. Carl Diederich is inviting people of
faith to join him for a Holy Land Pilgrim-
age with from September 8-18.  
See all the sites of Our Lord in Galilee,

Cana, Nazareth, Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
and more.  
Experience the spots where Jesus was

born, died, and rose.  Visit the Jordan
River. 

Float in the Dead Sea.  Take a cruise
across the Sea of Galilee and much more!  
To learn more or to sign up call 855-842-

8001 or go to www.proximotravel.com and
look under the heading "Trips with Bish-
ops, Priests, and Deacons" and scroll
down for Fr. Carl's Holy Land Pilgrimage.
Deadline to sign up is May 
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RELIGIONRELIGION Join HeartLove Friday,
March 30th for their Easter
Eggstravaganza, from 12
to 3 p.m. Celebrate Easter
with other families in the
community and connect
through the Lord’s bless-
ing. 
Kids of all ages are in-

vited to hunt for eggs,
make new friends, play
games, and more! 
The deadline to register

your family is Tuesday,
March 20. 
Call 414-372-1550 to

regiser for the event.
HeartLove Place is located
at 1927 N. 4th St.

Easter Eggstravaganza at HeartLove Place March 30

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-

ing pre-need, at need and after-care
services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,

Kenosha and other communities 
throughout our state.

In Loving Memory

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

“The Lord
is greater
than the
giants
you
face.”

—1 John 4:4

Priest invites people of faith to join 
him for trip to Holy Land in September

Michelle Pitts of Pitts Mortuary recently invited all of her Facebook family and
friends to a fish fry held at Jerusalem Community Baptist, where Rev. Donnie Sims
is pastor. In attendance was state Sen. Lena Taylor and community chef Darrin
Reasby, who provided the sweets to go with the savory fried fish that was served
up. —Photos by Yvonne Kemp.

Facebook fish fry held at Jerusalem
Community Baptist Church

Michelle Pitts, Darrin Reasby, and state Sen. Lena Taylor.

Reasby, Pitts and Taylor with volunteers who prepared the fish and fixings.

Holy Temple Firstborn to Host Job and 
Resource Fair on Wednesday April 25
Whether hoping to find a fresh

start, a better job, or a new career di-
rection, job seekers will find a wealth
of exciting opportunities at this free
job fair. 
A variety of employers from the

public and private sector will to will
be eager to hire for immediate open-
ings full-time or part-time, seasonal,
temp-to-perm in a wide range of
fields. Holy Temple Firstborn is host-
ing the Job & Resource Fair on
Wednesday April 25, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. (continental breakfast at 9
a.m.) at Holy Temple Firstborn
Church located at 4960 N. 18th
Street, Milwaukee, WI 53209. 

“Events like the Job & Resource
Fair are critical to our efforts to
strengthen the Community, help
break the cycle of poverty and sup-
port a strong working class, connect-
ing Milwaukee’s talented workers
and students with employers looking
to hire.” Dr. Lezar Burnside, Senior
Pastor of Holy Temple Firstborn
Church said.
The free event brings together over

15 employers and non-profit agen-
cies such as Seek Careers & Staffing,
Social Development Commission
(SDC), Cardinal Stritch University,
Community Advocates, WCS, The
YMCA, Hentzen Coatings, Resource

Manufacturing ,Southwest Key Pro-
grams, Go Riteway, Goodwill SEW,
KAPCO, Captel Captioned Tele-
phone Companies, Milwaukee Cen-
ter for Independence (MCFI),
Stowell Associates, Saz’s Hospitality
Group, Walgreens, Rocketship
Schools, Athea Laboratories and
Packaging, Staff One Ltd., TCM
Communications presenting com-
puter training,  Milwaukee College
Prep, health care, housing services,
credit rebuilding and more.
For more information about the

fair, contact Sis. Ebony Whitson at
414.264.4002 or
htfborn@yahoo.com.

St. Anne’s Holy Church of Deliverance invites the
community to join them for Sunday services. St. Anne’s
is located at 5831 W. Burleigh St.: Sunday School starts
at 9:15 a.m., service at 11 a.m.; Thursday Prayer and
Bible study at 5:30 p.m., Prayer on the first and third
Saturday of the month at 1p.m. The pastors at St.
Anne’s are Pastors Herman and Essie Copeland.

Community invited to share sto-
ries of faith challenges at ‘Circles of
Faith’ dialogue March 11
Members of different religious

faiths and backgrounds will have an
opportunity to share personal stories
and traditions of their faith at the sec-
ond “Circles of Faith” community
dialogue.
“How much do we really know

about other religions and beliefs?
Circles of Faith will provide a wel-
coming environment to share stories
and get a deeper understanding of
other religious backgrounds in our
community,” said Julie Bunczak,
program manager for Wisconsin In-
stitute for Public Policy and Service,
which is coordinating the three-part
discussion series that will be held at
Northcentral Technical College in
Wausau.
“At our first dialogue in February,

we had a lively and engaged group
from several faith traditions,”
Bunczak said. “We’re hoping to
share even more stories on March
11.” You did not have to attend the
first dialogue in order to participate

Circles of Faith
dialogue set for
March 11

(continued on page 7)
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A self-defense expert sent a note to this publication last week
seeking our assistance in spreading the word on how to ‘enhance’
your possibility of surviving an attempted robbery.
His comments were generated after it was learned an urban ter-

rorist had shot a Black woman when she refused to give up her
purse.
As a general rule, most self defense experts and law enforcement

will advise victims of attempted robbery—whether the assailant is
armed or not---to give up the purse, wallet or keys (if it’s a carjack-
ing). There is nothing you own that is worth your life.
There are, of course, exceptions to that rule. In a similar scenario,

a northside woman refused to give up her purse because she had a
concealed gun inside. Her fear was that the assailant would get the
gun and turn it on her.
In our world today, citizens are forced to prepare themselves for

situations and scenarios that years ago only residents of war torn
nations confronted. And just as we have all been forced to become
defensive drivers, anticipating the worse case scenario as a rule of
thumb, we also must be vigilant as we go about our daily activities.
Sadly, that includes going to church.
It’s a sad commentary that a growing number of churches have

hired armed security. Many have moved away from the central city
with their congregants to order to supply them with a safe Sunday
haven.
That schools are forced to install metal detectors and our eld-

erly— who have given so much to our nation within a nation—are
afraid to walk the streets and forced to live out their final days “im-
prisoned” behind bars on their own homes, reflects on a new reality
that we now must live in (or are condemned to).
And a case can be made that we have contributed to that reality in

various ways. Our lack of confidence in police, some people’s re-
fusal to ‘snitch,’ or our purchasing of stolen goods, contributes to
our plight.
But that’s a sidebar. Our focus today is on self-defense, what to

do, or not to do.
It’s a complicated situation, but there are a few basic rules we

would like to offer:
• Be forever vigilante, watch your surroundings, and if something

feels wrong, it generally is. That feeling is your guardian angel trying
to tell you something. Listen!
• Lock your doors when driving, and always leave enough space

between yourself and the car ahead of you to be able to pull out and
around in case of emergency.
• Travel in pairs when possible, and if you’re a woman walking

alone, secure your purse.
• Walk with confidence, most thieves are cowards or don’t want to

fight. They are less likely to attack a confident person than what
they perceive as a “soft” victim.
These are but a few tips, we suggest you go to the Internet for ad-

ditional self-defense tactics, or join a local program.
The bottom line is we’re living in a different world today, and we

have to adjust. You don’t have to be victim.

We must adjust to 
the new reality of
“urban terrorism” by
not being a victim!

Milwaukee has been divided
for a long time, even before the
spike in black on black crime
that’s now being used as ex-
cuses for the Wisconsin Mass
incarceration of African Ameri-
can males. 

It’s population control at its
finest. The American prison sys-
tem has replaced plantations and
as I write they are building new
ones, which are filled before
they are even opened.
I am a survivor of this de-

signed system, based on the fail-
ures of some people, not even in
the majority. 
This is a system that has no

desire to rebuild productive cit-
izens. 
Although some of us are able

to escape, we are still tracked
and mentally abused, because of
our past behaviors and poor de-
cisions. 
These abuses are constant at-

tacks against our growth to-
wards prosperous futures.
From experience, I know that

the skills and goals of a person
labeled a felon are ignored, sab-
otaged and rejected, only to pre-
vent them from following in a
positive and stable direction. 
Why? 
It is because too many people

are getting paid making a living
off of hardship and crime. So
yes, I am one to admit that
crime does pay. 
As I watched from a little cell,

as thousands, including myself
and others were shipped and
loaded onto the buses, daily in
and out of this state and then all
over the Wisconsin counties. 
Wisconsin’s human traffick-

ing problem is not just a sexual

one, incarceration should be
number one though.
I am more than a survivor. I

have survived and I advocate for
the promise of the right for free-
dom for all. 
I will never forget where I

came from, because I have
never left, and again I thank
everyone who assisted me up
until this point in my life. I ask
that everyone believe in them-
selves. 
Be that someone with the

need to live by example. 
Tell your loved ones, or that

person who says that they love
you, the only wa
y we can win is to join to-

gether. Our struggle is a lifetime
commitment, as well as our first
sentence. 
If they are incarcerated, tell

them to let time serve them and
to not just serve time.
Demand that those capable of

making their home/society bet-
ter, do just that. 
So that they return, not just

better but to better. 
We must recognize to avoid

the traps, Peace.                                                               
—Torre Johnson Sr. XMEN
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Why Early Education?
Early childhood education is important and mostly for children who will

be around other children at the kindergarten age. For young children, every
experience or encounter presents a learning opportunity. 
They learn from everything they see, do, hear, feel, smell, as well as those

they interact with. 
Specialists suggested that children learn the most when educational and in-

structional activities make up a small segment of their days, which is some-
thing that quality preschool programs emphasize. Some of the advantages of
early childhood education include:
• Improved social skills: Children learn to engage better with other children

and adults. 
The preschool environment allows children to acquire vital skills that allow

them to listen to others and express their own ideas, make friends, share, co-
operate, and become accountable for their actions. 
• Better performance in grade school: Children who receive early education

are known to have a reduced need for special education instruction in ele-
mentary school and beyond. 
Quality preschool programs help to build a strong foundation for the child’s

physical, mental, emotional, and social development that prepare them for a
lifetime. 
• Improved attention spans: Children are inclined to be curious and inter-

ested in discovering new things. 
Quality early childhood programs maximize opportunities for the discovery

of new experiences, new environments, and new friends, while maintaining
a balance with the ability to listen, participate in group tasks, follow direc-
tions, and work independently, all of which develop the vital life skill of con-
centration. 
• Enthusiasm for lifelong learning: Children who receive quality early

childhood education are reportedly more confident and curious, which causes
them to perform better in grade school. 
Children learn how to manage challenges and build resilience in times of

difficulty; settle easily at school to reap the benefits of education faster; and
acquire a long-term interest in learning different things, including playing

REMEMBER WHEN…
Author-athlete
Jake Beason
brought fame 
and glory to 
Lincoln High
Richard G. Carter
“I had to keep doing bad to keep
writing good...”  
—Benjamin Bratt, “Pinero” (2001)

When the late Jake Patton
Beason was 18, he was an
acclaimed winner. 
A high school athletic phenom, he
was Wisconsin state shot-put
champion and an all-city basket-
ball and football player at Lincoln
High -- twice kicking mammoth
60-yard field goals.

When he passed away in 2001 at 72, after 24
years as a wheelchair-bound paraplegic, the
racially polarized city where he gained his greatest
glory lost one of its best, brightest and least appre-
ciated. That’s because Beason was big and Black
and pulled no punches.

Despite a master’s degree in Black Studies, in
the 1980s Beason was forced to end his career as
a substitute teacher in the Milwaukee public school
system. 
This means he was on day-to-day call to fill-in

for regular teachers who were ill. A tall order, in-
deed, for a man with such a dramatic physical
handicap. He was a paraplegic.

In 1989, Beason, who considered himself an
unaffiliated Black nationalist, chronicled his
thoughts on American life from his unabashedly
Afrocentric point of view in a remarkable book of
essays called “Why We Lose.” My comments on
the book, and Beason, in my New York Daily
News column, resulted in a torrent of positive calls
and letters from enlightened New Yorkers -- Black
and White.
Illustrated by graphic artist and local activist

George F. Sanders -- who also wrote an introduc-
tion of the author -- “Why We Lose” contains a
number of sharp, even startling observations about
the Black experience. 
But they were in character for Beason, who al-

ways gloried in taking no prisoners.
Of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Beason

wrote: “There is no question of Dr. King’s love and
commitment to Black people, but I feel we must
have courage to say his philosophy of nonviolence
and integration was in error ...It is suicidal to be
nonviolent with a people who are violent. Morality
cannot be used on a people who lack morals.
“The movement King led succeeded in breaking

down many of the segregated barriers. We can now
eat, sleep and vote where we previously could not.
But what good is it to go to the Hyatt Regency if
you are poor and unemployed...”

In addition to Dr. King, Beason commented on
well-known Black names such as Sojourner Truth

and Harriet Tubman, and relative unknowns such
as T. Albert Marryshow, a West Indian journalist
and legislator in Grenada, and Dr. Chancellor
Williams, a historian-author, to whom the book is
dedicated.
Subtitled “An Anthology for Black People’s

Cultural Survival,” its short, punchy essays are
mostly Beason’s. But he includes several by the
likes of W.E.B. DuBois’ “What Did it Mean to be
a Slave” and a narrative on slavery by Frederick
Douglass.
There also is “Reflections on the Jonestown

Massacre” by Dr. Kathryn Ogletree, of Miami,
calling Jim Jones-Guyana tragedy mass murder
and not suicide; “Racism and the Class Struggle”
by James Boggs, of Detroit, examines the “Black
revolt in the U.S.A” and “Throw Down Time” by
Larry D. Coleman, of Kansas City -- calling upon
Black people to harness their resources and move
from consumer to producer.
Beason, a native of Arkansas, told me his views

on race were nurtured in long talks with Williams.
He said he wrote “Why We Lose” out of commit-
ment to African people to help “to understand what
happened to us so we can begin to win.”
Beason’s racial rationale was shaped by his ex-

periences: Ignored for an athletic scholarship by
the University of Wisconsin despite a brilliant high
school career and ‘B’ average; playing one season
with the famed Harlem Globetrotters; becoming a
paraplegic after being shot in the spine during the
Korean War; forced into self-employment despite
two bachelor’s degrees and a master’s; hired as a
Milwaukee school teacher in 1967 but fired for
teaching Black unity -- which wasn’t part of the
curriculum.
Sanders said Beason was merely trying to make

education relevant for Black children in a predom-
inantly Black school system. Beason later was re-
instated and then “excessed” into roving substitute
status, his handicap notwithstanding.
Beason’s special view of America shines

through in his essays. For example: “It is one of
the tragedies of our time that men like my father,
who could be found in communities throughout
this country, never reached their full potential be-
cause of racial discrimination. This has been a
crime against our race that has yet to be paid for.
“I propose field trips to the rural South. Let our

children pick or chop cotton, sleep in slave cabins
still there, get close to old people and hear how it
really was. They will be less violent and anti-social
if we return elders to their homes instead of nurs-
ing homes.”

In 1994-95, when I co-hosted “The Carter-
McGee Report” on WNOV, Beason was a daily
caller and his comments always elevated and illu-
minated any discussion. Irascible and acerbic, he
made sure we stayed on point and fully docu-
mented his views.
Milwaukee could ill afford to lose a Black man

of Beason’s stature, but few realized this. It’s sad.
He did it his way and I still miss him -- from New
York, 875 miles distant.

Milwaukee native Richard G. Carter is a free-
lance columnist

MILLENNIALMAGIC
By Paishance Welch

URBAN MY
DIALOGUE
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

“In 1989, Beason, who
considered himself an un-
affiliated Black nationalist,
chronicled his thoughts on
American life from his un-
abashedly Afrocentric

point of view in a remark-
able book of essays called
‘Why We Lose.’ My com-
ments on the book, and
Beason, in my New York
Daily News column, re-
sulted in a torrent of posi-
tive calls and letters from
enlightened New Yorkers -
- Black and White.”

(continued on page 6)

Time Served 
or Served Time

Jake Beason
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2007).
Newborns also prefer to look at people who make

direct eye contact and talk to them as well. Along with
eye contact and verbal stimulation, studies show that
babies prefer animation, faces that are expressive and
responsive. 
Still face experiments conducted in Switzerland

have shown babies as young as 6 weeks "reliably de-
creased their visual attention and positive affect"
[emotion] when their adult partners face go blank
(Bertin and Striano 2006).
Babies learn from what they hear and see. That also

includes watching their parents, or anyone else around
them, and the things that they look and gaze at. The
gaze a child does when watching those around them,
is an important tool for learning. 
Being able to engage and interact with your baby

on this level promotes skills such as recognition, re-
action and awareness. 
Studies show that gaze-following in older babies

predicts the development of language skills and social
competence. Being face to face to your child not only
builds a sense of confidence and assurance in the child
towards its caregiver. 
Intimate activities such as face to face and holding

your child close to your face ensures a healthy start to
healthy growing and maturing.
IMITATION GAMES
As mentioned before, children learn from things

that they are exposed to, what they see, what they hear
and things that encourage them. Motor and cognitive
activities such as imitating, stimulate memory, repli-
cation, visualcomprehension and muscle growth (de-
pending on what you do).
When you and your little one has play time, try

doing things like sticking your tongue out repeatedly,
until your baby repeats you. 
You can also try opening and closing your mouth

dramatically, making it obvious so your baby can
clearly see your actions. 
Motor Games and Activities
• Place baby on their tummy to play for a few min-

utes at a time, a few times a day
• Lie down and place baby tummy down on your

chest so you’re face-to-face
• Hold baby’s hands and clap them together while

you play music and sing
• Nestle baby close to you while you gently rock

and sway

• Change the direction that baby sleeps to encourage
head turning and build strength
Sensory Games and Activities
• Hang a colorful mobile above baby’s crib to pro-

vide visual stimulation
• Gently touch and tickle baby to make them giggle
• Play with baby in a variety of positions
• Provide plenty of skin-to-skin contact with a par-

ent or caregiver
• Smile at baby, touch her hands, feet and forehead.

See how she wiggles, reacts to touch and voices
• Play or sing songs with baby to help enhance

baby’s listening skills
• When changing baby’s diaper touch different body

parts and say “beep” baby may begin watching your
hand and anticipating touch. Point to different body
parts and say “Finger,” “Foot,” “Leg,” etc…
• Hang a mirror on the wall. Tap the mirror and say

baby’s name. Over time baby will begin to understand
who the baby in the mirror is.
• Show baby family photos or flip through a maga-

zine. Point out the smiling faces to baby
Communication Games and Activities
• Speak in a high-pitched, sing-song voice to help

get and keep baby’s attention while you talk
• Describe your actions as you dress, feed, and bathe

your child. Talk about where you’re going and what
you’re doing.
• Give baby frequent face-to-face time
• Shake a rattle up and down while singing to baby
• Show pictures of family and friends and point out

smiling faces
• Hold up a doll or stuffed animal and point out the

different body parts. Name each part as you point.
Feeding Games and Activities
• Collect a variety of scents (flowers, spices, cook-

ies) and pass them under baby’s nose one at a time to
see what kinds of smells they prefer
Early childhood education and development starts

at the moment of conception. Preparing your child for
a healthy and prosperous life depends on the sole par-
ticipation of the parents. 
Studies show that parents who are more responsive

to their baby, emotionally, physically and in a nurtur-
ing way, improve the development of the child’s brain.
This meaning, the child’s brain was fully developed
more so that children who did not receive the same
love and affection.
The chart below breaks down the stage, age, as well

as, example activities to participate in with your baby.

-When babies
are awake,
they can be
nurtured
through
sights, sounds
and gentle
touches. 

-Babies
should stay
calm and in a
regular rou-
tine (e.g., don
t let babies
cry for long
periods of
time). 

-Babies cry
for food, dia-
per change
and position
changes

Birth-
3 mo. 

-Sleeping, suck-
ing, grabbing,
staring, listening,
crying, and mak-
ing small move-
ments.

-Use facial ex-
pressions such
as smiling and
frowning to ex-
press their needs.

-Respond to
voices, both loud
and soft tones, by
turning their
heads and mov-
ing their arms
and legs. 

-Stimulate eye
movement and
auditory develop-
ment through con-
trasting images
(e.g., black and
white or colored
objects) and
voices (speaking
or singing).

-Increase aware-
ness of space,
movement, and
sound by hanging
mobiles, playing
soothing music,
and making ani-
mated faces. Ba-
bies discover
daily that they can
change what they
see, hear, and
touch. 

-Watch for ba-
bies’ cues and
signals, such as
a response to
music and ob-
jects (cues in-
clude smiles
and reaching). 

-Allow babies to
hear soothing
music, birds
singing, water
babbling, and
other soft
sounds. 

-Hang mobiles
within a foot of
the eye line.
Sing, talk, and
read books to
babies. 

-Use gentle
movement
when holding
babies (e.g.,
rocking and
swaying). 

Stage Activities for
Adults and
Children

Example of what
Children do 
During This
Stage

Sample Arts
That Promote
Learning

Ages(continued from page 2)

The Importance of Early Childhood Development
Part 2: Babies, from birth to three months

book. The author, Audrey Muhammad, hopes that Rhymes of the Times:
Black Nursery Rhymes will revolutionize the way children around the country
learn black history and feel about themselves just as the movie, Black Panther,
has given the world a refreshing and impressive image of black people.
Reflecting on the nursery rhymes like "Mary Had a Little Lamb," that she

read during her own childhood, the author who is an educator, decided to
write her own rhymes with the intent to express cultural pride and highlight
history in a fun and memorable way, especially for Black youth. "Growing
up I struggled appreciating my hair and my history. 
My hair always appeared too "nappy" and black history was "too negative,

in my view." Interesting enough, the first nursery rhyme Audrey wrote was
entitled, "Pretty Little Black Girl," which encourages little Black girls to "Be
proud of the pretty hair that God gave; you’re a pretty little Black girl, smart
and brave." 
Soon, she developed a meaningful collection of nursery rhymes that she

would be proud to read to her young daughter. Today, those rhymes are in a
new colorful format. 
Her fifteen year old daughter, Hasana Muhammad, said this about growing

up with her mother's "black nursery rhymes": The nursery rhymes impacted
me in that they helped me to appreciate the way I look and my heritage. 
As a young black child, I’m set apart from everyone else for how I look

with Kinky or curly hair in braids and berets, big lips, brown skin, etc. And
in society the black aesthetic is looked down upon. So the rhyme "Pretty Little
Black Girl" taught me to appreciate myself. 
“It taught me about other important figures who were inventors and pio-

neers. It teaches things like how Garrett Morgan invented the gas mask and
the stop light. In the public school system, we don’t dwell much on black his-
tory, and when we do, it’s all slavery."
In this uplifting story book, which is illustrated by Kofi Johnson, Muham-

mad introduces the concepts of self-esteem and perseverance to young chil-
dren through rhymes like "Woman on The Bus." 
"When I would do storytelling at elementary schools," she recalls, "I re-

member how excited the children were to guess who I was talking about in
this rhyme: 'There was a woman who sat on a bus, she didn't talk much or
cause much fuss. 
One day she was asked to give up her seat, though she was quite tired...'

Before I could finish the line, the children were raising their hands saying,
"Rosa Parks!"
The book delivers the rhymes through vibrant illustrations that compliment

the musical rhymes, making them fun to read aloud. Mrs. Muhammad, who
acted in high school and college, has a storytelling style that is fun and edu-
cational. 
Rhymes of the Times is a pivotal and much needed update to the stories

and rhymes of yesteryear as it not only pays homage to our heroes and leaders
of the past, but provides relevance for our up and coming young people. It
even honors a few modern day heroes with the rhymes, "Think Like Steve,"
"Walk by Faith and Master Your Mind," and "Oprah, Oprah!" which honors
comedian/author Steve Harvey, millionaire/ entrepreneur Joe L. Dudley, and
billionaire and media guru, Oprah Winfrey respectively.
Born and raised in Ohio, Audrey Muhammad has dedicated nearly 25 years

in education as an English instructor for high school and college students. It
is her desire that Rhymes of the Times will become a staple in households
and communities for children and adults alike to enjoy for years to come.
Rhymes of the Times: Black Nursery Rhymes can be purchased via Ama-

zon.com or by visiting www.virtuetodaymag.com. Search: #NurseryRhymes
#BlackHistoryMonth, #BlackPanther, #Oprah #Steve Harvey, #Martin-
LutherKingJr.

NEW NURSERY
RHYMES FOR TODAY'S
BLACK YOUTH
(continued from page 2)

Why Early
Education?
(continued from page 5)
music, dancing, singing, construc-
tion, cooking, etc. 
Moreover, studies have shown that

early childhood education preschool
programs increase the likelihood of
children graduating from high school
with fewer behavioral issues, attend-
ing college, and becoming responsi-
ble young adults. 
During the period of  “The Year of

The Child,” you will learn that chil-
dren can be advanced in many devel-
opmental stages, if the proper
education and brain exercises are
done. The brain is a muscle and it
must be worked out and challenged
in order to see and experience
growth. 
With contributions from Childven-

tures.com

Native Milwaukee
pro football 
player to deliver 
commencement
speech at Miami
University
Philadelphia Eagles guard, Mil-

waukee native and Miami University
alumnus Brandon Brooks ’11, will
address graduates and families at
Miami University’s 179th spring
commencement ceremony, 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, May 19, at Yager Stadium.
Brooks, an integral part of the

team that won the 2018 Super Bowl,
was named to the NFL’s Pro Bowl
this season.
Beyond his athletic accomplish-

ments, Brooks’ community involve-
ment, continued pursuit of advanced
higher education, and public support
for mental health awareness distin-
guish him among other NFL stars.

www.milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
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in the upcoming discussions.
Members of different religious faiths will share personal experiences, sto-

ries and traditions of their religion, and encourage talk about commonalities
of religion.
Trained facilitators and religious leaders will lead the small-group discus-

sions, held on Sunday afternoons. The remaining event schedule and topic
areas will be:
Sunday, March 11 – Tell a story about a challenge you have had with faith.
Sunday, April 15 – Tell a story about a positive experience with someone

of a different faith or belief tradition.
Each session will be held from 2-3:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria at NTC.
Circles of Faith is free and open to the public, and members of all beliefs

are encouraged to attend.
To register, go to wipps.org/cof2. While registering ahead is welcomed for

planning purposes, people may also come the day of the event.
If you have any questions, contact Julie Bunczak, WIPPS program man-

ager, at julie.bunczak@uwc.edu or 715-261-6234.
Circles of Faith builds on the success of the 2016 Interfaith Dialogues,

also sponsored by WIPPS. That series invited community members to hear
discussion from a wide range of community religious leaders from Episcopal,
Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, Jewish and Muslim faiths.
Circles of Faith, an ongoing WIPPS project, is made possible through a

grant from the Wisconsin Humanities Council.

(continued from page 4)

Circles of Faith dialogue
set for March 11

Hip-Hop 
Week MKE 
unanimously 
approved at
Common 
Council meeting
"Hip-hop has the unique ability to

bring communities together and
stimulate conversations about rele-
vant issues in our society."
Recently  the Common Council

unanimously voted to approve Hip-
Hop Week MKE, a city-wide cele-
bration of hip-hop culture through
display, activities, and events. 
The inaugural Hip-Hop Week

MKE will run from August 27- Sep-
tember 2.
The legislation (Council file

#171289) was introduced and spon-
sored by Alderman Khalif J. Rainey
in recognition of the influence and
power of hip-hop culture. 
Rainey plans to bring a wide mix

of the musical, artistic, education and
historical aspects of hip-hop into the
activities and celebrations for Hip-
Hop Week MKE. 
As this genre continues to be an

artistic platform used to critique and
influence the American experience,
Hip-Hop Week MKE will serve as a
community-building event for all
Milwaukee residents.
Rainey said he is in the process

talking to potential community part-
ners and sponsors looking to assist in
making Hip-Hop Week MKE a great
city wide success. 
“I know the energy and momen-

tum will continue to build, so I am
reaching out and seeing who’s will-
ing to step up to be a part of this great
new official city event. Who’s in?”
he said.
“For the inaugural Hip-Hop Week

MKE, the conversation will center
on health, financial literacy, and civic
engagement. 
Hip-hop has the unique ability to

bring communities together and
stimulate conversations about rele-
vant issues in our society,” said
Rainey. “I am thrilled to bring this
event to our community with the
help of my colleagues. 
“In August, Milwaukee will expe-

rience the true power and influence
of hip-hop.”
The file is co-sponsored by Coun-

cil members Russell W. Stamper, II,
Ashanti Hamilton, Milele A. Coggs,
José G. Pérez, Cavalier “Chevy”
Johnson, and Tony Zielinski.

LIL' ED & THE
BLUES 
IMPERIALS
BRING BIG
SOUND TO 
MILWAUKEE!
"Rough and ready blues played with

unmitigated intensity…Swirling,
snarling, riveting slide….The Blues Im-
perials pound out riffs and rhythms like
they're overdosing on boogie juice.
Scorching and soulful, joyous and stomp-
ing." --Living Blues
Alligator recording artists Lil' Ed &

The Blues Imperials, touring in support
of their latest Alligator CD, THE BIG
SOUND OF LIL' ED & THE BLUES
IMPERIALS, will perform at Shank Hall
in Milwaukee on Saturday, March 31. 
MOJO magazine included the new CD

in their influential Top Ten Best Blues Al-
bums Of 2016. 
Currently celebrating 30 history-mak-

ing years together, Lil' Ed & The Blues
Imperials ply their musical talents with
skills that have been honed to a razor's
edge. 
Mixing smoking slide guitar boogies

and raw-boned shuffles with the deepest
slow-burners, Lil' Ed Williams and his
Blues Imperials -- bassist (and Ed's half-
brother) James "Pookie" Young, guitarist
Mike Garrett and drummer Kelly Little-

ton -- deliver gloriously riotous, rollick-
ing and intensely emotional blues. Ed
guested on TBS Television's CONAN,
with Conan O'Brien proclaiming Lil' Ed
as "the man who taught me to
play the blues". The band recently won

the coveted 2017 Blues Music Award for
Band Of The Year, the same honor they
received in 2009 and 2007. 
They received the Living Blues Award

for Best Live Performer three times in
five years. In 2017 they were named
Blues Band Of The Year by Blues Blast
Magazine.
Concert information is as follows:
Date: Saturday, March 31, 2018

Venue: Shank Hall
Address: 1434 N. Farwell Ave.
City: Milwaukee, WI
Phone: 414-276-7288
Showtime: 8:00pm
Ticket price: $15
Website: www.shankhall.com
Please click on the link to access digi-

tal press kit (bio, full album stream):
www.soundcloud.com/alligator-

recs/sets/le-the-big-sound-of
*Please do not publish or distribute

this link.
THE BIG SOUND OF LIL' ED &

THE BLUES IMPERIALS is musically
electrifying, emotionally intense and

downright fun. 
It features Lil' Ed Williams' incendiary

guitar playing and soulful, passionate
singing, with the ragged-but-right Blues
Imperials cooking like mad alongside
him. 
Produced by Williams and Alligator

president Bruce Iglauer, it is a tour-de-
force of authentic, deeply rooted Chicago
blues. 
Williams wrote or co-wrote all but two

of album's 14 songs (those two being
written by Lil' Ed's legendary uncle,
Chicago slide guitar king and master
songwriter J.B. Hutto).
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OPEN LETTER TO OUR READERS 
Milwaukee Community Journal is an actual brick and mortar building, not just an online entity. I
was downstairs reviewing our equipment in the storage office and it's like visiting a museum. Old
relics, equipment, computers, software and past editions illuminate 41 years journaling the history
of change.  
Since our origin in 76, we've moved with our audience. Today our readers are predominantly mil-

lennials, 18-40 years of age, shakers and movers, the buyers! They are buying homes,  cars, rais-
ing  families. They are eating “fresh,” active in politics, exercising and partying.
Our readers find us in print, with our twice-weekly editions in tenured retail outlets, churches

and selective distribution spots. But they also read us online at milwaukeecommunityjournal.com
We,re in this to win this! We're dynamic....crisp clear....interactive...and to be honest - exploding
with information that you want to read! 
We're perfect for new and established advertisers! We want more local interaction and commu-
nity written articles. We want to offer more millennial access to a proven community source.  
This is who we are, but one thing is still deep on our hearts, and that is you’ve got to join our
team. You're the community part of the Milwaukee community journal. Let's build together!--
Speech Thomas, The Milwaukee Community Journal, Wisconsin’s Largest African-American
Newspaper



The Milwaukee Community Journal March 7, 2018 Page 10


