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INSIDE:Police Killings, Violence Are Driving Black People CRAZY!

PULSE OF THE COMMUNITY

“I worked for
the Brewers
(as part of the
crew monitor-
ing the score-
board) during
the teams
game against
the Minnesota Twins. After the
game, I celebrated the Fourth
with family.”

JUSTIN
HELM

“I had a
cookout
on the
deck and
hung out
with my 
family and friends.”

KYLE
WALLACE

“I worked
most of
the day. I
had a
cookout
at my
place and invited my
family and friends.”

DANIEL
AVANT

“I worked
most of
the day,
but 
enjoyed
the rest of
the day with my fam-
ily and friends.”

LORRAINE 
GILL

Photos and question by Yvonne Kemp
QUESTION OF THE WEEK:QUESTION OF THE WEEK:

“Because the MCJ wouldn’t be on “Because the MCJ wouldn’t be on 
newsstands until July 5, (this issue is dated fornewsstands until July 5, (this issue is dated for
July 4) we asked members of the community:July 4) we asked members of the community:
What What DIDDID you do on the Fourth of July?”you do on the Fourth of July?”

Sororities have their day at City Hall!

Two noted Black sororities were honored at city hall recently with their respective “Day.” The ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. (top photo) and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. (above photo) converged on city hall on respective days to
meet with local city leaders, including Mayor Tom Barrett and Common Council President Ashanti Hamilton. The sorority or-
ganizations and lawmakers discussed a wide variety of city issues such as voter registration, water safety, economic devel-
opment, and health. One soror from one of the organizations said she gained significant insight on issues that need
immediate attention by the city, noting: “All hands need to be on deck to make a difference.”—Photos by Yvonne Kemp

Gubernatorial
Candidate
Mahlon Mitchell
hosts community
discussion in
community

Candidate for governor
Mahlon Mitchell recently
brought together experts,
elected officials and commu-
nity leaders to discuss a wide
array of issues at a commu-
nity discussion held at the
Wisconsin African American
Women’s Center on West
Vliet Street. Residents had an
opportunity to hear from a
panel as well and ask Mitchell
questions about his plans to
solve the issues discussed as
governor. The panel con-
sisted of: David Muhammad
of the Milwaukee Office of Vi-
olence Prevention, Jarrett
English of the ACLU Wiscon-
sin, and MPS educator An-
gela Harris.
—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Ald. Milele Coggs (front second
from left) recently attended the
grand opening and ribbon cut-
ting of the community-based or-
ganization Riverworks’ new city
center at the corner of Holton
Street and Concordia Avenue.
The project will bring economic
development and revitalization
to the Harambee and Riverwest
neighborhoods with the opening
of The Vibe, a co-working busi-
ness space and other amenities.
“Riverworks has done an excel-
lent job in promoting economic
prosperity in the surrounding
neighborhoods,” Coggs said.
“This city center will no doubt be
a great asset in enhancing that
mission.” 
—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Battling for the
soul of North 
Division 
High School

lmost a decade to the day after
members of a task force offi-
cially reached an impasse in ef-
forts to turn around the fledgling
North Division high school,

many of the same stakeholders held court
again to discuss the future of the school.
Ten years ago, North Division—once the educational hub of the Black com-

munity—was ranked near the bottom among state schools, prompting then-
Milwaukee Public Schools Superintendent Will Andrekopoulos to form a task
force to look at innovative new paradigms for the school.
But dissension among the task force members, who were divided almost

evenly between pragmatists who sought to convert the school into a commu-
nity-controlled charter, and alum who wanted it to remain a traditional school,
eventually led to a report long on rhetoric but short on fundamental change.
Though the latter group won that battle, North continued to deteriorate and

at the end of this school year, the Northside school is now ranked as the worse
school in the entire state, with a graduation rate barely surpassing 30%, and
the lowest proficiency rates for math and reading among Wisconsin high
schools.
Ironically, many of the “filibusterers” from 10 years ago are now on the

side of reformers, and helped organize the Thursday meeting under the banner
of “Call to Action.”
Call to Action is a coalition of nearly a dozen central city organizations and

SIGNIFYIN’
By Mikel Kwaku Oshi Holt

(continued on page 5)

A

Pictured at the recent Riverwest city center ribbon cutting are (front row, left to
right): Suzanne Zwaska, Ald. Coggs, Ylonda Glover, Riverworks Executive Direc-
tor Darryl Johnson, Shelia Payton, and Tiffany Henry. Back row (left to right):
Steve Adams, Mayor Tom Barrett, and Rocky Marcoux of the Department of City
Development. —Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Riverworks opens new city center
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A)CHILDREN WHO LEARN TO READ AND LOVE BOOKS 
ARE QUICK LEARNERS.  

B) CHILDREN WHO ARE READ TO BY THEIR PARENTS 
GROW UP LOVING BOOKS.   

C) BOOKS OPEN DOORS TO ADVENTURE AND TRAVEL 
AND COMPASSION AND KNOWLEDGE.

SUMMER IS HERE! A PERFECT TIME TO READ COME GET A FREE BOOK.   
TO READ TO YOUR CHILD OR LET YOUR CHILD READ TO YOU. 

READING IS FUN, READING IS FUNDAMENTAL,    
EARLY READERS DO BETTER IN PRE-K    

COME GET YOUR FREE BOOK." 
ONE BOOK PER CHILD...ONE BOOK, PER CHILD,  PER PARENT.

YOU MUST SIGN IN, AND YOU MUST PLEDGE TO 
READ THE BOOK.  

*A special family gave 300 books to children who want to read this summer. The 300 books
are for parents or children who want to read, this summer. Only one book per child!  That book
becomes yours to read, read again and then share with a friend. 
ONCE YOU CAN READ THE BOOK TO US, WE WILL GIVE ANOTHER

BOOK. READ, READ, AND READ AGAIN.
Drop by the MCJ Office...3612 N. King Dr. Sign in:  Name, address and age of the child..

Sign the thank you board...so we can thank our family for their kindness. Most of the books are
early childhood education books but there are also books for older ages. SO READ, READ,
READ... 

SUMMER READ
a Project of 

2018 THE YEAR OF THE CHILD.
Empowering our children through reading, counting, identifying shapes, coloring, and sharing

with parents, siblings, and friends. Thank you Milwaukee. We shall have over 1300 books
available over the summer.  If your church or club would like to have books, write us, sign up
and we shall make every effort to distribute the books so they benefit the children!

"2018: THE YEAR OF THE CHILD: A GAME CHANGER” 
IN EMPOWERING CHILDREN 
THANK YOU MILWAUKEE.  

CHILDREN MATTER.

The Overprotected
American Child:
Should we quit
bubble-wrapping
our kids?
Article courtesy of Wall Street Journal
via “The Rundown”
A few weeks ago I left my 9-year-old daughter

home alone for the first time. It did not go as
planned.
That's because I had no plan. My daughter was

sick. My husband was out of town. And I needed
to head to the drugstore-a five-minute walk away-
to get some medicine for her. 
So I made sure my daughter knew where to find

our rarely used landline phone, quizzed her on my
cellphone number and instructed her not to open
the front door for anyone. 
Then I left. Twenty minutes later I was back

home. Both of us were a bit rattled by the experi-
ence-her first time completely alone, with no su-
pervising adult!-but we were fine.
I had been postponing this moment of inde-

pendence for my daughter for months, held back
by worry over the potential catastrophes. 
But I know that this way of thinking is part of a

larger social problem. 
Many have lamented the fact that children have

less independence and autonomy today than they
did a few generations ago. 
Fewer children are walking to school on their

own, riding their bicycles around neighborhoods
or going on errands for their parents. There have
been several high-profile cases of parents actually
being charged with neglect for allowing their chil-
dren to walk or play unsupervised.
We're now seeing a backlash to all this pressure

for parental oversight: Earlier this year, the state
of Utah enacted a new "free-range" parenting law
that redefined neglect to specifically exclude
things like letting a child play in a park or walk
to a nearby store alone.
Overzealous parenting can do real harm. Psy-

chologists and educators see it as one factor fuel-
ing a surge in the number of children and young
adults being diagnosed with anxiety disorders. 
According to a study published this year in the

Journal of Developmental & Behavioral Pedi-
atrics, the number of children aged 6 to 17 whose
parents said they were currently diagnosed with
anxiety grew from 3.5% in 2007 to 4.1% in 2012. 
And in a 2017 survey of more than 31,000 col-

lege students by the American College Health As-
sociation, 21.6% reported that they had been
diagnosed with or treated for anxiety problems
during the previous year. That is up from 10.4%
in a 2008 survey.

We must take in consideration
that children are easily influenced.
They are like little curious sponges
that soak in everything that is
thrown their way. 

If what goes in must come out
applies in the daily lives of our
young ones, why not take the nec-
essary steps to make certain that
what we teach, put in, and invest

in our youth, is nothing but the
best. 
You may ask why? Why must

we, as educators, motivators,
teachers, preachers and most im-
portantly, parents, go so far above
and beyond to ensure that the fu-
ture of our children is the best that
it can be? I will tell you why. 
The African American race has

been run by a system. This system
was designed to destroy, demolish
and cripple our culture. 
We are aware that there is no se-

cret to that, but since we are
knowledgeable, it wouldn’t hurt to
act like it. 
It wouldn’t hurt to use the

knowledge that we have, as
power; power to encourage our
children to do better than we. Uti-
lize the power to teach, lead, and
demonstrate what it means to be in
tune with yourself, enough to live
and uplift others. 
This is not the job of adults, per

say. We have had our chance to
make a change. The children are
our future. 
We must feed them what we

wish to see harvest within our very
communities. We must instill in
them, ways and morals that we
wish to be governed by, on a daily
basis.  
This year is,  “2018- The Year of

the Child” is the beginning of
change. It is the year of knowing
and we must continue to teach all
that we have had the opportunity
to learn. 
—By Paischance Welch

Photo courtesy of the Huffington Post

Feeding our children
what we wish to 
see harvested in 
our community
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Bucks offering first-ever
youth summer basketball
camp at Froedtert and
the Medical College of
Wisconsin Sports 
Science center

Week-long session gives
kids rare chance to 
practice at Bucks’ training 
center
The Milwaukee Bucks are offering

kids the unique opportunity to prac-
tice where the Bucks do, as the team
is hosting a special youth basketball
camp at the Froedtert & the Medical
College of Wisconsin Sports Science
Center from July 9-13. 
This is the first time that a Bucks

Summer Camp will be held at the
Sports Science Center. 
The camp is open to all kids be-

tween of the ages of 7-15, and regis-
tration is open now at
www.bucks.com/camps.  
Bucks Summer Camps, presented

Froedtert & MCW health network,
are designed to teach young players
the fundamentals of basketball
through station work, competitive
games, skills contests and drills, all
within a fun environment. 
The professional coaches who run

the camps are selected for their bas-
ketball knowledge and ability to
work well with kids. 
Those attending Bucks Summer

Camps will develop their skills in
ball handling, passing, shooting, re-
bounding, defense, and offensive
concepts.
Each kid who attends a Bucks

Summer Camp will receive a player
evaluation, a camp certificate of
completion, a ticket to a 2018-19
Bucks home game, plus a camp give-
away package that includes a T-shirt,
drawstring bag, water bottle and bas-
ketball. On the last day of each camp,
the Bucks Entertainment Network
will make a special appearance to
wrap up a week’s worth of fun and
basketball education. 
Savings on additional Bucks tick-

ets will be available for family and
friends to purchase so they can attend
a game with their athlete.
The Bucks Summer Camp at the

Sports Science Center is one of only
seven remaining camps this summer

Judge rules that
Trump administration
has been wrongly 
detaining asylum
seekers
Article courtesy of USA TODAY via
“The Rundown”
A federal judge ruled on Monday that the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security has violated its own
policies by refusing to release most asylum-seekers
from immigration detention even if they are likely
to win their asylum case.
District Judge James Boasberg in the District of

Columbia ordered the department to stop making
blanket determinations against most asylum-seekers
and resume the long-standing practice of deciding
each applicant's detention status on a case by case
basis.
Boasberg pointed to data provided by the nine

plaintiffs who filed the lawsuit to show how dramat-
ically detention determinations have changed under
President Donald Trump.
In recent years, Homeland Security allowed more

than 90 percent of asylum-seekers who had proven
they have a "credible fear" of returning to their
home country to be released in the U.S. to await
their final hearing before an immigration judge.
Since President Donald Trump took office, those
rates plummeted to 8 percent in Los Angeles, 2 per-
cent in Detroit, and 0 percent in El Paso, Philadel-
phia and Newark. the locations where the plaintiffs
are being held.

Police Killings 
and Violence Are
Driving Black 
People Crazy
Two new studies point to how police killings
and violence harm the mental health of
African Americans and students—even those
who have not been exposed to the incidents
By Brentin Mock, 
article courtesy of citylab.com

llegheny County District Attorney Stephen
A. Zappala Jr. has filed homicide charges
against the East Pittsburgh police officer,
Michael Rosefeld, who shot and killed the

unarmed teenager Antwon Rose Jr. This was one of
the top demands of people who’ve been protesting the
killing. Zappala also cleared Rose of any wrongdo-
ing.
This announcement comes two days after Rose’s loved ones gathered

at Woodland Hills Intermediate School for his funeral. While the service
was reserved for family, friends, and schoolmates, it’s clear that his death
has made an impression on many people outside of this community. The
protests held over the last week were led by people who live across the
Pittsburgh region, and his death was commemorated on social media by
celebrity figures who are thousands of miles removed the area.
Two recent studies help explain how police killings and violence end

up having such a broad impact, in many cases harming the mental health
of African-Americans and school students—even those who have no di-
rect involvement in incidents like these.
The first study, “Police Killings and their Spillover Effects on the Men-

tal Health of Black Americans,” published June 21 in the medical journal
The Lancet, finds that black people report having poor mental health days
in the months after an unarmed African American has been killed by po-
lice. The “spillover effect” denotes the finding that such police killings
tend to mentally affect African Americans in general, regardless of
whether they have a personal connection to the person killed or not.
The study was led by a team of researchers from the public health

schools of Harvard and Boston University. They linked data from the
Mapping Police Violence database with data from the 2013–15 US Be-
havioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), run by the Centers
for Disease Control, to identify when BRFSS survey participants reported
suffering from poor mental health and the number of police killings within
the state they live in. African Americans reported having these problems
more often within the first two months of a police killing. 
The number of poor mental health days increased with the more cases

of police killings in their state. The study only found that police killings
of unarmed black victims had this effect, and that it only affected African

(continued on page 8)

A

Community Journal As-
sociate Publisher Mikel
Holt (at left) recently
received the gold
award for best column
for 2017 from the Mil-
waukee Press Club.
With Holt is Thomas
Mitchell, Jr., editor of
the Community Jour-
nal. —Photo by
Princess Byers

MCJ columnist
wins award from
Milwaukee Press
Club

(continued on page 7)
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RELIGIONRELIGION

Families served by:
Northwest Funeral
Chapel O’Bee, Ford 

& Frazier

In Loving Memory

Earnestine O’Bee-Founder

Milwaukee
6630 W. Hampton Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Telephone: (414) 462-6020
Fax: (414) 462-9937

Racine
800 Barker St. 

Racine, WI 53402
Telephone: (262) 637-6400

Fax: (262) 637-6416

J.C. Frazier, Funeral Director

Quality Service...a tenured tradition sin-
cere concern at your time of need. Offer-
ing pre-need, at need and after-care

services to families in Milwaukee, Racine,
Kenosha and other communities 

throughout our state.

Rev. Joseph Hamilton Jackson, pastor of Friendship Missonary Baptist Church sits
with members of the church’s Mother’s Board and Usher’s Board during the 75th an-
niversary celebration recently. Friendship Baptist is located at 905 W. North Ave. Rev.
Jackson became pastor of Friendship MBC in 2013. —Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Friendship MBC celebrates 73 years! 
Rev. Patrick F. Greer, Sr. conducted his first service as the new pastor of Mt. Moriah Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 416 W. Christine Lane/Rev. C.E. Thornhill Lane. Rev. Greer re-
places Thornhill, who died several years ago. Rev. Greer is pictured above with his family
(left to right): daughter Patrice Greer, his mother, Marie Clinton; wife Patricia Greer, and
son Patrick Greer, Jr.—Photo by Yvonne Kemp

Religion, particularly Christi-
anity, has played an outsize
role in African American his-
tory. 
While most Africans brought to the New World to

be slaves were not Christians when they arrived, many
of them and their descendants embraced Christianity,
finding comfort in the Biblical message of spiritual
equality and deliverance. 
In post-Civil War America, a burgeoning black

church played a key role strengthening African Amer-
ican communities and in providing key support to the
civil rights movement.
Here are five facts about the religious lives of

African Americans.
1 Roughly eight-in-ten (79%) African Americans

self-identify as Christian, as do seven-in-ten whites and
77% of Latinos, according to Pew Research Center’s
2014 Religious Landscape Study. 
Most black Christians and about half of all African

Americans (53%) are associated with historically black

5 facts about the religious
lives of African Americans
By David Masci, courtesy of pewresearch.org

Mt. Moriah welcomes new pastor

Attendees at the annual session of the National Baptist Convention in 2016. (Brendan
Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)

(continued on page 7)

“A thorough knowledge
of the Bible is worth
more than a college
education.”—Theodore Roosevelt
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URBAN MY
DIALOGUE
By Torre “ToeJoe” Johnson

What About Us?
A Letter from 
America’s Children
Dear U.S. Media, De-
mocrats, Republicans, In-
dependents and to the
concerned Americans
who poured out into the
streets to protest Donald
Trump’s cruel and faulty
immigration policies,
What about us? 
We understand and applaud your

response to this administration’s
malevolent separation of immigrant
families from their children, policies and practices so un-American and
shocking that they have come to dominate the national conversation.   Your
immediate, visceral response to evil spurred you into action.
But there is another evil, a pervasive, chronic and unrelenting wickedness

that we, your children, live with every day.   We are being shot down on
the nation’s streets, locked away in juvenile facilities, poisoned by danger-
ous drinking water, threatened and harassed by neighborhood gangs, left
homeless, either alone from abuse or with parents that cannot afford to put
a roof over our heads.  We live in neighborhoods bereft of adequate food
sources and with fathers and mothers so wrought with financial and psy-
chological instability they can’t provide our needs.
And because our nation has lived with this reality so long, it has become

almost accepted.  It has become quietly and unconsciously perceived as

The toxic 
behaviors of
(some) Parents
A Letter to Black Parents by Princess Byers
Dear Black Parents,
I am not writing this letter to

judge or look down upon anyone.
I have simply had one too many
discussions with other Black chil-
dren where we have laughed off
or talked out the toxic behaviors
of our parents. Furthermore, I
know one too many people who
have gotten to adulthood and
completely cut all ties with their
parents because of these toxic be-
haviors. 
As a community, we have nor-

malized these behaviors and phys-
ical violence as “good parenting.”
But decades of empirical interna-
tional research that crosses eco-
nomic and racial lines, all have
the same conclusion. That conclu-
sion, according to an article pub-
lished on the website of the
American Psychological Associa-
tion titled, “The Case Against
Spanking”: hitting children as a
form of discipline is an ineffective
parenting method that creates
more long term behavioral/ mental
health issues than it solves in the
short term. In addition- use of
physical violence as a primary
means of discipline is most common in socioeconomically impover-
ished and under/uneducated communities.” 
The point of this letter is to inform Black parents of some of their

toxic behaviors in hopes of preventing the creation of more broken
Black families because of those behaviors. Let’s start, shall we?…
Parents, if what you are doing is not appropriate for your child to say

or do to you, it’s probably not appropriate for you to say or do it to
them. I know you’re grown and you pay the bills, but that’s not an ex-
cuse to do unto someone what you don’t want done to you. You are a
parent, not a dictator. 
While we are on the topic of parental dictatorships, parents: please

stop hanging your responsibilities as a parent over your child’s head.
Your child knows you feed them! It became your job to feed them when
you became a parent! They know you provide shelter! It became your
job to provide shelter when you became a parent! They know you go to
work every day to provide for them! It became your job when you be-
came a parent! Your parental responsibilities are not you doing your
child a favor. It’s you doing what you are supposed to be doing since
you decided to procreate. Moving on…
Please parents. I beg you. Stop undermining your child’s traumas and

negative experiences because they’re not—you believe—as bad as the
traumas you experienced growing up. Traumas are different for every-
one. Just because you don’t think something your child has or is cur-
rently going through isn’t all that traumatic, doesn’t mean it wasn’t
traumatic for your child. 
According to an online article from the National Child Traumatic

Stress Network titled: “Complex Trauma In Urban African-American
Youth and Families”: “African American children and youth, who are
among the most likely members of our society to be exposed to trauma,
are also among the least likely to receive the services that could prevent
the development of trauma-related emotional and behavioral difficul-
ties."  Listen to your children. 
Be mindful that you don’t put off onto your children the frustrations

you experience daily. Bad days happen. They get that. However, a bad
day at work, bills, relationship issues are not your child’s fault. Accord-
ing to Tru Parenting.com, a website where parents network and talk
about parenting issues, this is not an uncommon issue. Often your chil-
dren are the closest and easiest “target” to take out your frustrations on.
Don’t do it!
Please remember you chose to have children, your children didn’t. It’s

understood that you get tired and busy and you need help sometimes.
But your older children have no obligation to your younger children. It
is your job to help with homework, go to parent/teacher conferences,
and discipline your own child. 
Your children can have questions. They are humans just like you.

Sometimes they need or want clarification. There is nothing wrong with
that. Your children are not dogs; they aren’t programed to sit-down,
shut-up, and take directions, sorry! According to pro-Black, pro-
woman, and pro-child blogger Cleopatra Jones in her article: “The Ac-
cidental Toxicity of Black Mothers:” “being aggressive, abrupt, and
dismissive of this natural childhood curiosity and natural childhood de-
sires is denying Black children of their innocence and right to child-
hood.” 
Last, and most importantly: “check on yourself.” Your children can

see when you are not okay, and it wears on them. Take the time out to

The time for change has come. It has left and has returned, I am finding
that our problem is that we ignore the opportunities whenever they arrive
and then accept that it is too late after it seems to have passed. 
I am a strong believer that it’s never too late to prevent something,

which is under human control, from happening or repeating itself, it’s
never too late to defend ourselves.  
We speak about the trauma that’s effecting our communities, but do

we implement the most effective approaches in working toward elimi-
nating the causes? 
We must stop placing Band-Aids on issues that need major surgery

and stop using foot doctors as brain surgeons. Like the guy who comes
to your town with miracle cure or the promise to save the world. We
must also stop allowing social curriculums to be developed and pushed
in our communities, like the “new dope” that are being created by cor-
porate and academic societies. These are those who would love to stay
disconnected from people like us few.
Keeping it real. There has to be more than one plan to keep the African

American Male and Female down. If not, how could we continue to
allow the illusion of our rise to be played over and over, when actually
we still have a lot more steps in life to climb? We’ve been walking back-
wards for some time. 
A few are up, while many others are down. People say “Hold up now.

I am doing well, but what about all the other people without the oppor-
tunity those who never had one true chance? We can believe by ignoring
others suffering. We will not somehow be effected but you will, even if
it’s just through the system called taxes. The time for change is and has
been now. It has got to be with action, not just being shouted from an-
other crowd . Peace

(continued on page 8)

Ron Harris

The time for change is NOW!

dozens of North alumni, and grew out of the frightful realization that not only
was North failing yet another generation of Black students, but unless some-
thing drastic takes place, the central city school may be taken over by a White
charter.
The organization has been meeting for months, growing weekly, as interest

in saving North has become a hallmark of the community.
Several months ago, the coalition put its support behind a proposal led by

Howard Fuller to merge the Milwaukee Collegiate Academy with North. But
after teachers organized students and a couple of alum to oppose that proposal,
the MCA board dropped its quest, even though it had the reported support of
the superintendent and several Black board directors.
Much to the disappointment of Call to Action and many alum, Fuller said

the decision to withdraw MCA was rooted in his personal decision not to en-
gage in a public fight between Black people.
The Call to Action group then shifted its focus to the plan discussed Thurs-

day, for a community-control paradigm in which a voluntary board would
have oversight over the school.
That proposal, however seemed to be obscured during much of the meeting

held at the school, as teachers, union representatives and myopic or ill-in-
formed participants attempted to carry out a plan of subversion and misdi-
rection in an attempt to derail the proposal and block “Black” control over
the school.
That scheme included planting critics of Fuller, who was called upon by

the coalition to explain the difference between a community school and a
community-controlled school. And far more revealing, to “use” a handful of
North students to question the motives of anyone who dared suggest a new
educational model. In other words, to weaken the stranglehold of the union
over the school (what they called privatization).
Within a few minutes of arriving at North, the scheme became obvious.
I quickly learned as the meeting was getting started of their orchestrated

plan to block reform.
Seconds after I talked with a trio of North students wearing t-shirts pro-

claiming their support for their school, a White teacher interceded and
whisked them away. A minute later she told me not to talk with them further,
that I was “disturbing” them by discussing the African necklace I was wear-
ing.
When I explained we were engaging in a conversation about Black history

(which one of the students said was lacking as part of the curriculum) the
teacher, Gina Marie Jorgensen, contradicted him by saying they received
ample lessons.
When I asked her a couple of questions my six-year-old granddaughter

could answer, but she couldn’t, she became irritated and “explained” she “col-
lected African art,” which I took to mean she was an expert because she ap-
preciated our crafts.
But that wasn’t the most appalling example of the missionary agenda at

work this night.
Seconds later the “teacher” escorted the students into the hallway where I

listened in as she was joined by two other adults who attempted to further
brainwash the students, concluding with an order from a young Hispanic
“mentor” who told them to “wait until Fuller’s presentation on community-
controlled schools, ‘and then attack him’.”
Yes, you read that right! But don’t take my word for it. Educator Dr. Pam

Malone happened upon the conversation and overheard the inflammatory
words as well (although she was hopeful what she heard was not what she

meant).
And what’s worse, when I asked the “mentor” who she was, she arrogantly

said her name was Salina and that she worked for the “alumni” association.
I didn’t get an opportunity to confirm her relationship with the association,

although there are several members who previously stood with teachers
against the MCA proposal, and apparently sided with the union, or disliked
Fuller for reasons ranging from jealousy, to his support for school choice,
which the union feels is a threat to their employability.
(For the record, a significant percentage of Black middle-class view union

membership as central to their upward mobility.)
Neither of those reasons should have swayed the agenda, as Fuller was

asked by Call to Action to merely explain the proposal through which a board
of experts and stakeholders would be structured to have oversight over the
school.
Under that paradigm, which has been successful elsewhere, and was a tem-

plate for Bradley Tech many years ago, the voluntary board could introduce
a new educational model and have control over “some” hiring.
And while that might seem like a common-sense proposal to stakeholders

who have witnessed the decline of the school since it was reopened in the
mid-1970s, it was interpreted as a Satanist plan by the MTEA.
That observation was self-evident when the question was raised as to

whether Black people should have control over the school. While a majority
of Black people in attendance applauded in response to the question, not a
single White person in attendance did.
If that response was not a significant indicator of the divisions in the room,

a question from a Black teacher who described herself as working at a nearby
elementary school revealed not only the agenda of teachers, but her apparent
naiveté as well.
The “sister” angrily accosted Fuller in the midst of his explanation, asking

what credentials did he possess to make an important presentation.
Fuller, who had previously explained his role as presenter and challenged

the handful of dissenters who opposed him because he operated outside the
failing educracy (“no one here can question my loyalty to this school or our
children”), provided only a sentence or two from his vast resume, including
his previously held position as secretary of human services for Milwaukee
County and dean at Milwaukee Area Technical College.
He could have easily revealed that he is a former superintendent of MPS,

a noted author, founder of the Black Alliance for Educational Options, and
recognized nationally as an expert on urban education. Or, that it was only
because of his leadership through the “Coalition to Save North Division” in
the mid-1970s that the school was open to neighborhood children. Prior to
the demonstrations by the coalition, the school board had intended to make
North a magnet school and close it to neighborhood children.
Nonetheless, Alderman Russell Stamper, host of the event, interjected that

Fuller’s credentials were not at issue, nor should his support for school choice
and other educational options. The issue at hand was the proposal by Call to
Action.
Of equal importance was whether Black people, stakeholders, all of whom

say they are interested in the welfare of Black children, should finally step
up to the plate and control the educational process that impacts our children.
Not to be forgotten in the process is the speculation that a third entity will

seek to take over North, or that the status quo will continue and hundreds of
Black students will continue to fall between the cracks.
If nothing else came out of the meeting, it was that there are clearly defined

divisions, and while everyone in attendance is supposedly interested in the

Battling for the soul of 
North Division High School

(continued on page 9)
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Princess Byers

“The point of this let-
ter is to inform Black
parents of some of
their toxic behaviors
in hopes of prevent-
ing the creation of
more broken Black
families because of
those behaviors.” 
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5 facts about the religious
lives of African Americans
Protestant churches, according to
the study. 
Smaller shares of African Amer-

icans identify with evangelical
Protestantism (14%), Catholicism
(5%), mainline Protestantism (4%)
and Islam (2%).
2 The first predominantly

black denominations in the U.S.
were founded in the late 18th cen-
tury, some by free black people. 

Today, the largest historically
black church in the U.S. is the Na-
tional Baptist Convention U.S.A.
Inc. 
Other large historically black

churches include the Church of
God in Christ, the African
Methodist Episcopal Church
(AME), and two other Baptist
churches – the National Baptist
Convention of America and the
Progressive National Baptist Asso-
ciation Inc.
3 African Americans are more

religious than whites and Latinos
by many measures of religious
commitment. 
For instance, three-quarters of

black Americans say religion is
very important in their lives, com-
pared with smaller shares of whites
(49%) and Hispanics (59%);
African Americans also are more
likely to attend services at least
once a week and to pray regularly. 
Black Americans (83%) are more

likely to say they believe in God
with absolute certainty than whites
(61%) and Latinos (59%).
4 The share of African Ameri-

cans who identify as religiously
unaffiliated has increased in recent

years, mirroring national trends. In
2007, when the first Religious
Landscape Study was conducted,
only 12% of black Americans said
they were religiously unaffiliated
— that is, atheist, agnostic or
“nothing in particular.” 
By the time the 2014 Landscape

Study was conducted, that number
had grown to 18%. 
As with the general population,

younger African American adults
are more likely than older African
Americans to be unaffiliated. 
Three-in-ten (29%) African

Americans between the ages of 18
and 29 say they are unaffiliated
compared with only 7% of black
adults 65 and older who say this.
5 Older African Americans are

more likely than younger black
adults to be associated with histor-
ically black Protestant churches.
While 63% of the Silent Generation
(born between 1928 and 1945) say
they identify with historically black
denominations, only 41% of black
Millennials say the same. (When
the survey was conducted in 2014,
Millennials included those born be-
tween 1981 and 1996.)

make sure you are mentally and
physically okay. 
Your children know and under-

stand you were raised in an era
where it was okay (when it really
wasn’t) to be treated and looked
upon as lesser because you were a
child. 
However, we also know and un-

derstand it is not okay; and should
not be considered okay. Your chil-
dren are human beings, just like
you are! They have feelings, ques-
tions, and the ability to understand
and comprehend things just like
you. You do not need to scream at,
nor beat your children for them to
understand you. Again, they are
humans capable of “communicat-
ing,” just like you. 

Signed,
A concerned “former” child.

Princess Byers is a student at
Marquette University majoring in
journalism, with a minor in
African Studies. She is interning
at the MCJ and has already pro-
duced several videos for the
newspaper that can be seen on
the MCJ website, milwaukeecom-
munityjournal.com

(continued from page 5)

The toxic 
behaviors
of (some)
Parents

that still have openings for kids to attend. All seven camps are below. For
more information on any of these camps, or to register, visit
www.bucks.com/camps.

Remaining Bucks Summer Camps

Dates                                                   Location
July 9-13                                             Froedtert & MCW Sports Sci-
ence Center (Milwaukee)
July 16-20                                          Pleasant Prairie RecPlex
(Pleasant Prairie)
July 16-20                                          Badger Ridge Middle School
(Verona)
July 23-27                                          Brown Deer High School
(Brown Deer)
August 6-10                                       Waunakee Intermediate School
(Waunakee)
August 6-10                                       Oshkosh Community YMCA
(Oshkosh)
August 13-17                                    Schuetze Recreation Gym
(Waukesha)

(continued from page 3)

Bucks offering first-ever youth
summer basketball camp at
Sports Science center

(continued from page 4)

Ald. Rainey:
Electing 
a police chief 
puts the power 
in community’s
hands
The Judiciary and Legislation
Committee of the Common Coun-
cil are considering the adoption of
legislation which would make the
Milwaukee Police Chief an elected
position. 
The resolution would direct the
Department of Administration –
Intergovernmental Relations Divi-
sion to seek the necessary change
in state statute.
The lead sponsor of the resolu-

tion (#180365), Ald. Khalif
Rainey, says the ultimate goal, a
change in state law, could lead to a
change in policing out neighbor-
hoods.
“Time and time again we’ve

seen community relations prob-
lems with the Milwaukee Police
Department,” said Rainey. “This
seeks to the put the power in the
community’s hands while having a
police chief who is ultimately be-
holden to the public.”
Rainey says campaigning shapes

priorities, in a positive way. “Any-
one wanting to be police chief
would need to put in the time and
effort to meet their electorate, learn
about their concerns, and declare
which issues they would address.”

Ald. Khalif Rainey

New wave of 
grassroot Dems
and why no one
saw them coming
It's telling that when Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez took down vet-

eran New York congressman Joe Crowley - he is the number four
in the Democratic Party's hierarchy and he had been tipped as a
likely candidate to replace Nancy Pelosi.
A reporter had traveled out West to cover the result of another

primary, one that saw former presidential candidate Mitt Rom-
ney securing the Republican nomination for one of that state's
two spots in the US Senate. A big story, to be sure, given his,
shall we say, complicated relationship with the Republican
Party's incumbent president Donald Trump.
But it was nothing compared to the victory of Ocasio-Cortez,

a 28-year-old Latina who styles herself as a democratic socialist,
which is enough to get you labelled as coming from the "hard
left" stateside. 
Perhaps that is what fueled the "she can't win" narrative that

meant MSNBC had to go cross-country for reaction to a story
breaking on its doorstep. Perhaps it's the fact that she hadn't pre-
viously run for office of any kind. Like a certain Donald J Trump,
come to think of it. 

Article courtesy of The Independent via “The Rundown”

New York Congressional Candidate Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
reacts to her recent stunning upset win of incumbent Cong. Joe
Crowley.

milwaukeecom-
munityjournal.
com. Your online
source for 
information, 
education and
inspiration!
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Police Killings and
Violence Are Driving
Black People Crazy part of the norm, part of the landscape, like the air we

breathe, until little by little it becomes so caustic that it
kills us or chokes us into action.  Unfortunately for us,
your children, you haven’t reached that point.
There are 408,000 of us, American children, who also

have been separated from our families and placed in the
care of others, like the 2,000 immigrant children who
you took to the streets to protect.  Many of us languish
in foster care with little hope of ever being united with
our parents or extended families.  We watched the huge
crowds that stretched across 700 U.S. cities Saturday.
We saw the signs proudly held high that read, “Family
Separations Are Cruel.”
And we thought, “Yes, they are.” What about us?

Where is our march?  Where is our media coverage?
Half of us currently in foster will be homeless within

six months after growing too old for the system.  We
are unprepared to live on our own.  
We have limited education and no social support.

About a quarter of the rest will be homeless within two
to four years of leaving the system.  Some of us will be-
come part of the 20,000 U.S. children annually forced
into prostitution.
This year, another two million of us will bensepa-

rated from our families and placed behind bars and in
juvenile custody.  
Many of us, like Clarice, one of twin 14-year-old sis-

ters in Montgomery County, Md., can’t go home be-
cause there is no suitable home to go to.  Her parents
are homeless, and authorities can’t release her to an un-
stable home.  
Other parents are dysfunctional or can’t provide the

guidance we need.  So, we go behind bars because there
are not enough treatment facilities for us.
We want a march, too, one for better schools for all,

because you recognize how the hopelessness created by
faulty education diminishes lives and leads to incarcer-
ation – that 32 percent of white males in juvenile cus-
tody dropped out of school, and that nearly half of
African-American and Hispanic male youth behind bars
also quit.
Media reported how families from El Salvador,

Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico are fleeing to the
U.S. to escape gangs in their countries.  Many of us live
in gang-infested neighborhoods, too.  In cities like St.
Louis, Baltimore, New Orleans, Detroit, Cleveland, Las
Vegas, Kansas City, Mo., Memphis, Newark and
Chicago, the 10 U.S. cities with the highest murder rate,
we have long understood their terror.  We understand
their fear. 
In Chicago, a city rife with street gangs and where at

least 16 children have been murdered in the first six
months of this year, more than 50,000 people demon-

strated for the rights of immigrants fleeing gangs in
countries few of them have ever visited.
Ironically, they never marched for the children slain

this year in a city they traverse every day --  Maysia
Woodard, 1, Damarcus Wilson, 16; Deshawn James, 17;
Rhomel Wellington, 17; Mateo Nathan Aguayo, 2;
Joseph Smith, 16; Jose Agular, 14; Jayton Jones, 17;
Erin Carey, 17; She’Vaughn O’Flynn, 12; Jechon An-
derson, 11; China Lyons-Upshaw, 17; David Thomas
16; Parris Purdis, 17; Kyle McGowan, 17, and Jazmyn
Jester, 15, who was among four people murdered and
13 others shot over 17 hours on a Tuesday and a
Wednesday in May. 
Where do families like theirs emigrate to escape the

violence?  
Many of us live in poverty, one of every four children

in Arizona, Georgia, California, Kentucky, Texas, Ne-
vada, New Mexico and New York, one in three in the
nation’s capital.  At least 2.5 million of us will spend
some period this year homeless, maybe a month, maybe
six months or it will be just another year in an unrelent-
ing grind.  Most of us will spend at least one day every
month without food. 
Look at us.  Pivot your cameras and microphones to

us as well.   We are your children, and there is real evil
that plagues us too. 
What about us?

Ron Harris is a journalist, adjunct professor at
Howard University and co-author of the new book
The Black and The Blue, A Cop Reveals Crimes,
Racism and Injustice in America’s Law Enforcement

What About Us?
(continued from page 5)

“As we watched the huge
crowds that stretched
across 700 U.S. cities Sat-
urday.  We saw the signs
proudly held high that
read, ‘Family Separations
Are Cruel.’ And we
thought, ‘Yes, they are.’
What about us?  Where is
our march?  Where is our
media coverage?”

Americans.
“We found absolutely no effect on white people

when an unarmed black person is killed,” says Jacob
Bor, a researcher at the Boston University School of
Public Health. “We were not surprised by that finding.
It speaks more to the specific nature of this exposure,
in the way that it connects to both present and histori-
cal aspects of racism.”
For the Antwon Rose case, this means that on top of

the anguish suffered by his loved ones, African Amer-
icans across the city and state can expect to have bouts
of depression, anxiety, and other attacks on the psyche
in the weeks ahead.
Rose’s high school peers and classmates will likely

experience their own acute mental breakdowns in cop-
ing with this, especially those who live in neighbor-
hoods where violent crime is prevalent. 
Research already shows that students who live in vi-

olent environments suffer from depression, attention
disorders, sleep deprivation, and other psychological
maladies that can cause them to perform sub-optimally
on schoolwork.
The other study that may help explain the impact of

Rose’s death  notes that violent crime trauma doesn’t
just impact the mental health of students who’ve been
directly involved with it, but rather, it spills over to
other students throughout the same school. 
In her study, “Neighborhood Violence, Peer-Effects,

and Academic Achievement in Chicago,” published
earlier this month in the journal Sociology of Educa-
tion, John Hopkins University researcher Julia Bur-
dick-Will analyzed data from Chicago Public Schools,
the Chicago Police Department, and the University of
Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research, to
measure the impacts on schools that serve students
from highly violent neighborhoods.
Prior research assumed that only students who’ve

been exposed or victimized by violence themselves
would have deficient school performance, or that only
schools located in the most violent neighborhoods
would register substandard grades and test scores. 
However, mental health problems from exposure to

violence are not contained to just those individual stu-
dents or areas. 
Burdick-Will found a “peer-exposure” effect that

threatens the mental well-being of the classmates of
students who’ve been exposed to violence, no matter
whether those classmates have themselves experienced

violence, or where the schools are located. Reads the
study:
The estimated negative relationship between peer

exposure to neighborhood violence and individual
achievement is substantial. These estimates are larger
than those of peer neighborhood socio-economic dis-
advantage and larger for students from safer neighbor-
hoods. 
Survey data suggests that these results are related to

increased reports of disciplinary problems and reduc-
tions in perceived safety and teacher trust in cohorts
with larger proportions of students from violent neigh-
borhoods.  
Classrooms that have large numbers of students

who’ve been exposed to violence end up having lower
test scores than students with fewer or no students ex-
posed to violence. 
The negative impacts are found in both math and

reading, though worse for math. Students from these
classrooms also are “substantially more likely” to be
disciplined for behavioral problems and have lower
levels of trust in their teachers. 
While Burdick-Will only looked at Chicago, she

writes in the study that the same peer-exposure effects
are “possible” in other cities that have neighborhoods
with high levels of violence.
“Trauma is not necessarily directly related to having

witnessed a crime, but it’s also related to living in a
neighborhood where there is intense policing.”
“The problem is that we have really serious violence

issues in certain parts of the city and a lot of urban res-
idents tend to feel like, ‘Well, it's not immediately
around me, so it doesn't affect me,’” says Burdick-
Will. 
“But I think my research and growing research on

urban violence shows basically that this is a problem
for the whole city.”
Burdick-Will did not look specifically at the impacts

of police violence on students, but she says it’s “part
of the problem” given that “trauma is not necessarily
directly related to having witnessed a crime, but it’s
also related to living in a neighborhood where there is
intense policing.”
Some may argue that you’re going to find low scores

in classrooms where there are higher percentages of
low-income students, and that poverty is more of an
indicator of student achievement. However, Burdick-
Will says that doesn’t totally apply to the peer spillover

(continued from page 3)

(continued on page 9)
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welfare of our children and the districts most valuable facility, too many peo-
ple support a paradigm that puts adults’ interests before that of the children.
As Fuller explained, while we are fighting, the district will not for long

support a school that was designed for 1,700 and occupied by 350.  And most
of them are failing by most reports.
But apparently, that means little to the North teachers and union that have

staked out their positions and have maintained their stranglehold by convinc-
ing some students to lobby for continued mediocrity.
One of the students I talked to said, “We like the school the way it is. If

things are going to get better, we (believe) they (teachers) have our interest
at heart.”
His position reeked of youthful ignorance of agendas, and of history, but

was confirmed by Jorgensen, who suggested that the school’s ranking at the
bottom of all state public schools was not reflective of what was taught, but
instead the byproduct of poverty and dysfunctional families.
In a classic example of blaming the victim, Jorgensen said students attend-

ing North have been exposed to “lead all of their lives”, and poverty and
crime.
In other words: “no poor Black child can be educated if they don’t live in

Waukesha, and it’s not the teachers’ fault.”
Then there are alumni who either don’t like Fuller, school choice or both.

Some of them have brought into the asinine belief that Black empowerment
is the enemy of African Americans, and the educracy and missionaries are
better suited to determine where our children shall go to school and what they
should be taught.
The members of Call to Action were in the majority, but they at times

seemed to be outnumbered.
And lastly, there were the stakeholders with no agenda who attended the

meeting with open minds, but quickly found out this debate actually tran-
scends North Division and gets to the core of an age-old battle between ac-
comodationists and those seeking Black self-empowerment.
That point was made abundantly clear when a White administrator said she

was disappointed and upset that she, nor members of another group had not
been invited to the Call to Action meetings. Her remarks prompted Fuller to
detour from his presentation on the merits of Community-Control to assert
his belief that “Black people should be able to hold their own meetings and
invite whoever they want.”
Wow, that sounds like a novel idea, doesn’t it?
Mac Weddle, one of the leaders of Call to Action believes so, and stated

that point emphatically as he was bringing the meeting to a close.
Weddle said it has become apparent that the volunteer work of alumni to

mentor, purchase materials and provide scholarships and otherwise assist stu-
dents at North over the years was not enough to dent the failing status quo.
Nor has been the dozen or so so-call reforms enacted by the MPS school

board and administration.
“We finally reached the point where we realized there must be drastic

change here if we are to preserve this institution and help our children,” Wed-
dle said.
“We realize what we were doing was not enough, and now the possibility

exists that a White group will take over the facility.”
While many alumni are dismissive or in denial of what North has become,

the very real possibility exists that if the community doesn’t step forward,
others will.
The “new” North has never reached the expectations of those who fought

for it to be built after the facility many of his peers attended was torn down.
“We need to make things right,” he declared. “Why can’t Black people have

our own, and to leave here with nothing, would be a tragedy.”
A tragedy that even the youngest alum would not like to see happen.
Appropriately, the closing remarks came from a recent North graduate who

has become a leader in the Call to Action coalition.
Martinez Milton, a 2017 graduate who admitted to having to take a year of

remedial courses during his probation at UW-Whitewater, said he was frus-
trated by what he heard over the course of the two-hour meeting.
Of his small graduating class, only 10 students were accepted into college,

six attended, and four have since dropped out because they were not academ-
ically prepared.
His anguish is not necessarily for them, but the majority who slipped

through the cracks.
Only three of 10 students graduated from North in four years (slightly more

in five), and only a handful of teachers seem to care, or have the respect of
students, Milton said. Plus, on any given day, the facility takes on the image
of a dumping ground where learning is difficult to impossible.
“North used to be a top public school, and now we’re last (in the state).

This is not the old North (which produced some of the most influential and
powerful Black leaders in the city). We need to get back there.
“I (pray) we can put our biases aside,” he said, “and put the energy and

commitment into turning North around that you put into the civil rights move-
ment.”
“That means a new paradigm,” he said.
Well said.
A decade after the task force attempted to turn North Division around

through a form of community control, stakeholders set the stage once again
for a renaissance. Hopefully, by virtue of the call Thursday to hold another
meeting to fine-tune their plans, they won’t let this historic precedence slip
through the cracks.
Hotep.

Police killings, 
violence driving 
Black people crazy
effects that she studied—”It not as obvious as to why you would do poorly
in class because your classmates are economically poor,” she says.
Poverty matters, says Burdick-Will, but proximity to students traumatized
by violence has a stronger impact on peer academic performance.
“The effects of violence are not contained where it happens, and dealing

with the immediate trauma of someone who has been involved in a par-
ticular event is really just the tip of the iceberg,” says Burdick-Will. “We
are all socially connected to one another and therefore the effects of these
things reverberate through the whole education system.”
Violence is certainly a problem in the small municipalities around Pitts-

burgh where Antwon Rose lived, went to school, and was killed. He was
a student of the Woodland Hills School District, which is responsible for
schooling the children of a dozen small municipalities including East
Pittsburgh. Besides Rose, at least five other Woodland Hills students have
been killed in the past school year alone.  

(continued from page 8)

Saving the soul
of North Division
High School
(continued from page 5)
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